
HELPFUL INFORMATION & TIPS FOR COMPLETING A  

COLLIN COLLEGE FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

Be sure that you are applying for the correct cycle.  Collin College is currently accepting 

applications for Fall 2015.  Spring and Summer are not available at this time. Applications with 

the incorrect cycle will not be considered.  

There are 2 boxes on the application. “Save and Keep Editing” will draft/save the application 

(changes allowed). “Finish and Continue” submits your application (no more changes). 

We suggest that you save the initial application then submit when you are ready. Take 

advantage of this function.  You may think of things as the days go by. However, don’t wait until 

the night of the deadline to submit the application as you may miss something. 

Spelling and grammar count! Always have someone else read your essays to catch any errors 

and give you feedback. The Collin College writing lab is a great resource.   

Community involvement also counts! This is another area that contributes to your overall 

ranking by the Review committee. Be sure to list all of your volunteer activities. If you have 

never volunteered, now would be a good time to do so.  

This is not a time to be humble! Make sure you give yourself credit where credit is due with the 

things you’ve been involved in or goals you have achieved.  

Leap off the page with a powerful passion. Be yourself!  Make sure that you show who you 

really are and what you are truly passionate about. Do not make it sound like a resume.  

It’s not about the QUANTITY of the things you’ve done; it’s about the QUALITY of them, what 

you learned, and your potential to use those experiences to affect the future. 

If there is a “maximum allowed words”, do not go over that amount. However, make sure that 

you have answered each question thoroughly. 

Do not submit (Finish and Continue) your application until you are sure that everything is just as 

you want it.   

 



 

How to write a great essay? 

Your personal essay is critical to winning a scholarship because it lets the selection committee 
get to know you beyond grades and test scores listed on your scholarship application. 

Selection committees are looking for well-rounded students who show their excellence in 
academics, but also in extra-curricular activities, community service, and/or family life.  Write 
compelling essays that conveys your background, your experiences, your ambitions, and your 
personality. Make a lasting impression! Here are some suggestions that may help you: 

 Make an outline to organize your thoughts. 

 Create a strong introduction, supporting arguments, and an appropriate conclusion.  

 Always have someone else read your essays to catch any errors and to give feedback. 

However, don't ask them to write it. 

 Proofread the final version. Wait at least 24 hours and then proofread it again.  

 Clearly state why you deserve to win the scholarship. 

 Try to avoid meaningless information. 

 Be yourself! Make sure that you show who you really are and what you are truly 

passionate about. LEAP OFF THE PAGE with a powerful passion.  

 Do not make your essays read like a resume. 

 Answer all parts of any multiple portion questions. Write at least 2 sentences if not 

more to answer each part of the essay.  

 Read the essay question thoroughly to make sure you understand what they are asking. 

 Let the selection committee be inspired, be positive in tone and most of all Honest! 

 Do not go over any required “word maximum”. Check it in Word for a quick word count. 
 

 

 

 

 



What are some “Frequently asked Questions?” 

Do I need to complete the FAFSA? 

All newly admitted and continuing Collin College students are encouraged to complete a FAFSA 
at the beginning of the year to determine if Financial Aid is available.   
 
Are international students eligible to receive scholarships? 

International students can apply and receive most Foundation scholarships.    
 
Can I save my application and come back later? 

You may save your General Application by pressing “Save and Keep Editing”. Applications can 
be accessed 24/7 and edited numerous times before submitting. Once you submit (Finish and 
Continue), no more changes can be made. 

When will I know if I have been awarded? 

The Collin College Foundation has two applications cycles each year (Fall and Spring).  Fall 
awards are announced in mid-May and continue through the summer. Spring awards are 
announced in the middle of November.  

How will I be notified of an award? 

Award notification will be sent to your cougarmail email, Collin College’s official email service. 
Students are encouraged to monitor their cougarmail on a regular basis. 

Can I be awarded more than one scholarship? 

The Foundation strives to award scholarships to the most students possible.  Students selected 
for a scholarship may only receive one award per academic year.  Students may receive 
departmental or external scholarships in addition to Foundation scholarships. 

How do I contact the Foundation? 
 
If you have difficulty navigating the scholarship application portal or have additional questions, 
please contact: Kim Davis, Scholarship Coordinator: 972-599-3147  Email: 
scholarshipcoordinator@collin.edu 
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