
 

The sixth in a series of math history seminars, this seminar will continue our study of Greek 
mathematics. The Greeks worked many geometrical construction problems using a straight-
edge and compass. We’ll explore some of these constructions, and specifically look at the 
“Three Problems of Antiquity”: the duplication of the cube, the trisection of an angle, and the 
quadrature of the circle. Although these three problems are not solvable using straightedge 
and compass, their study motivated the development of other branches of mathematics. 
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