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 Seven students recognized in SMU
partnership 
Collin College, SMU partnership
turns five. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Book-in-Common packs 'em in for Ung
lecture 
If the Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center has ever been as full as it was Oct. 23
at 7 p.m., it would be a shock.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Fire science students build connection with
community 
Most of the time, fire science students are on
fire trucks. One Saturday at Home Depot in
McKinney, they were building them. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Communication studies honor society links
media, student body, campus organizations 
The field of mass communications is a mosaic of talents,
fields, opinions, media and personalities. One student
organization is trying to piece all these fragments into a
larger, functioning work. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Celebrate National Career Development
Month 
Collin College’s Career Services and Cooperative Work
Experience wants everyone to think about their future
during November -- National Career Development Month. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 SLA spring registration is open 
Student Leadership Academy (SLA) is looking for a few
good students.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Psychology conference looks into the
brainwork behind love 
Love and sex. The theme for this year's
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Synergy Psychology Conference at
Collin College. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
College, faculty and staff news --
always a must-read. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Top 10 Reasons to Give Blood 
You might as well just decide to give blood because once
you read this you’ll be thoroughly convinced. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Take this job ... :Students, college and
money 
Considering the price of college -- books, tuitions, fees,
etc. -- it is little wonder why so many students have to
work in order to pay for school. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 5 Tips to Eating Healthier this Thanksgiving 
It’s darn near impossible to escape the calorie intake that
typically accompanies Thanksgiving. One could just not
eat. But that’s unfestive and depending on the company
and the cook, rude. So, here are five tips toward
minimizing the calories and fat this holiday season. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Men's, women's basketball playing for
tourney 
Head coaches Jim Sigona and Jeff Allen
have their teams eyeing the prize of the
Region V tournament.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College plays host to photo exhibit 
400 ... What does this number mean to you?
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Fall is in full swing, baby. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Enrich yourself: Seminars make a better you 
Counseling Services is offering a seminar series at Preston
Ridge Campus on several personal enrichment topics
including assertiveness, self-esteem, and stress
management.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Transfer Tip -- Complete the core 
If your goal is to receive a
bachelor’s degree from a public
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university, Texas law requires you
to complete a core curriculum
ranging from 42 to 48 semester credit hours.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts 
The following table presents selected
data from the 2007 National Community
College Benchmark Project (NCCBP)
comparing Collin College with 177 peer
institutions around the nation.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 November Employee Birthdays 
Thanksgiving gets all the pub. But November birthdays are
just as festive. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 The Write Way 
As a change of pace from featuring word usage and
general writing hints, this month’s column focuses instead
on correct pronunciation.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Seven students recognized in SMU
partnership 

Pictured (from left)  are: Kerry Schneidewind,  SMU representative, Yousif
Rashid, Spring Creek Campus Provost Tom Rodgers, Ceci U, Matt Lagos,
Chloe Longstreet, Maggie Fox,  Carina Jones, Abbie Prister, SMU
transfer representative,and Brenda Kihl, Collin  College associate vice
president of strategic initiatives.

Collin College’s partnership with Southern Methodist
University (SMU) is turning five.
 
Both institutions paid homage to the latest crop of
university pre-admission partnership students -- seven, in
all -- during a reception at the Spring Creek Campus Oct.
19. 

The students were: 

Matt Lagos, economics
Ceci U, biology
Yousif Rashid, political science, economics
Carina Jones, international studies
Chloe Longstreet, international studies
Maggie Fox, political science and history
Penina Sendawula, political science and education. 
Rashid, 18, from Allen, was going to apply to SMU anyway
when he discovered the program online.
 
“It’s the best university in the area for government and
other areas of study I’m interested in,” Rashid said. “The
partnerships are a very good way to get into a university.”
 
Collin College has partnership programs with eight
universities – Baylor University, SMU, Texas Tech
University, Texas A&M University-Commerce, Texas A&M
University, Texas Woman’s University, the University of
North Texas and The University of Texas at Dallas.
Through these partnerships students attend Collin while
working with advisors in their chosen majors from those
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universities. 

Collin College students receive access to a number of
amenities at SMU including university libraries, tickets to
lectures and sporting events, passes to university wellness
centers and more. Amenities change from partnership to
partnership.
 
Ceci U, a 19-year-old Plano student, was one of the seven
students honored at the reception. She was notified of the
program by a friend and learned more by visiting the
program webpage.
 
“For me, I’m an international student, so it’s better to apply
to the program and start the transition to SMU. I can get
advising directly from (SMU). It’s very effective,” she said.
“The reason I want to go to SMU is because it is a good
school and some of my friends go there.”
 
U will study Biology and hopes to go to dental school.
 
“I still have a long way to go,” she said. 

Spring Creek Campus Provost Tom Rodgers applauded
the students for their forethought about their future. 

"This is one of several programs in place to benefit
students. It's a special opportunity for (the students), and I
think (they'll) take advanage because (they) all have a
plan. And it's important to have a plan," he said. 

Current and future Collin College students have until
Saturday, Dec. 1, to apply for the Southern Methodist
University (SMU) pre-admissions program. The
program allows students to attend Collin College
and earn core credit. All the while, they can work
with SMU advisors to ensure a seamless transfer
of those credits to the university. Also, students
can take advantage of lecture and sporting event
tickets, a DART pass, access to SMU’s library
and more. Interested students must have a grade
point average of at least 2.95 with fewer than 30
transferable hours or a grade point average of
2.70 with more than 30 transferable hours.
Students also must complete an application and
two essay questions and possibly a
recommendation from a faculty member. For
more information or for an application, visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smupreadmit.pdf or
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smu.html . 
 
The SMU program is limited to 20 students per year and
application can be made to the program for fall and spring
admittance. For more information about the dual
admissions program, call 972.985.3734 or visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smu.html.
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Loung Ung, author of "First They
Killed My Father" spoke at the
Spring Creek Campus.
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Book-in-Common packs 'em in for Ung
lecture 
“I think I can go ahead and call this a success.”

Students packed the Spring Creek conference center to hear author Loung
Ung.

 
If the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center has ever
been as full as it was Oct. 23 at
7 p.m., it would be a shock.
 
As noted by the quote above by
Dr. Thom Chesney, vice
president of academic affairs, to
open the Book-in-Common
program lecture, if attendance
and interest by community
members, faculty, staff and
students was any indication, the
program for 2007-08 was a
success. More than 1,000
individuals attended the lecture.
 
Students lined every inch of the walls, aisles and areas in
front of the stage to hear best-selling author Loung Ung
speak as part of the collegewide program. 
 
All to hear Ung. She is the author of “First They Killed My
Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers,” a memoir
told by her 5-year-old self of the destruction and genocide
by the Communist Khmer Rouge regime in her home
country.
 
A 4-year period that saw the death of her parents, her
oldest sister and her youngest sister, in addition to the two
million others who fell beneath the fatal blow of the Khmer
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Rouge, forced Ung to grow up quickly. It probably wasn’t
until she and her brother and sister-in-law were sponsored
to move to Vermont to start a new life that she knew that
she would live to tell the tale.
 
That’s what her lecture Oct. 23 was about -- Living to Tell.
A vast majority of the people in the conference center
were not even born when the Khmer Rouge was ousted
out of power in 1979. Without her book and her dedication
toward speaking about the most horrific time in her life,
that 4-year period in world history might be a mere
footnote.
 
****
Probably what surprised many people listening to Ung
speak is that it didn’t resemble a wake. Lectures about
genocides and listening to someone talk about the death of
four of her family members and having one’s life stripped
away in a matter of days, don’t typically evoke ... laughter.
 
It seems over the past 20+ years, Ung did not forget how
to laugh or crack a joke. She is, however, a woman on a
mission. She’s a peace activist, she travels constantly on
speaking engagements around the world and she is a
strong advocate toward awareness about land mines.
 
Looking over the conference center loaded with people
coming to hear her speak, she appropriately summarized
the intention of the Book-in-Common program:
 
“I can’t believe my little book made it into so many hands.”
 
Most surprisingly is that she had sent the book’s
manuscript to 25 publishers. Twenty-four turned it down.
The fact that about 3,000 Collin College students read the
book makes the program a success, but also makes her
book, her survival a success. At the very least, 3,000
people in this gigantic world of 6.3 billion know what
happened in Cambodia in 1975.
 
“As we gather here, war rages on around the world,” Ung
said. “It’s easy as we are bombarded with these images to
feel hopeless and that we can not make a difference. We
can make a difference.”
 
Ung’s lecture is interesting because of her memory. She
was criticized for her book because it retold the horrors
from a memory of a 5-year-old, which was deemed by
critics to be sketchy, at best. Ung retorts that she was
recounting what happened as she saw it and that’s as
close to the truth as you can get.
 
Her memory is very vivid. Detailed notes about her family,
her father, going to the movies. Memories of her bell-
bottomed brothers listening to 8-tracks and trying to grow
Elvis Presley sideburns. Memories of school where she
learned Chinese, French and Cambodian. Going to the
movies in Phnom Penh, the city she lived in until
she was five and sitting on her father’s lap with
her fried crickets and drink.
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“My father’s lap was my chair, his arms were my armrests
and his hands were my cup holders,” Ung said. “Then that
dream came to an end.”
 
In 1975, Ung and her family were evacuated from the
capital city and forced on a three-day trek to the
countryside, hopping from labor camp to labor camp.
Eventually they landed at Ro Leap. It is here that her
father was murdered, her oldest brothers sent away and
eventually her and two other siblings were forced by their
mother to leave, claim to be orphans and fight for survival.
 
“When the Khmer Rouge came in, Cambodia became a
prison and all the people were prisoners,” she said.
 
She did survive, found her remaining siblings and was
eventually taken by her older brother to the United States
for a new start. She retells about visiting a Fourth of July
celebration once arriving in Vermont and as the first
firework exploded in the sky, having the past five years of
gunshots and exploding shells fly back into her mind.
 
Ung remembers coming to America and wearing colors of
red, green, orange and blue -- a reaction to having to wear
all black under the Khmer Rouge. She retells about
struggling with English and the culture shock of moving to
Vermont, “the whitest state in the country.”
 
“For more diversity, I moved to Maine, the second whitest
state in America,” she joked.
 
Ung also told the horrifying details of landmines and their
continued problem around the world. She said there are
18,000 amputees in Cambodia due to existing landmines.
In her home country, about the size of Oklahoma, there are
still four to six million landmines still active, just waiting for
someone to accidentally step on them.
 
If there was one large lesson in regards to Ung’s visit and
lecture it’s this: Survival is not all about the past, but it is
about the future. It is about laughing again, enjoying a
fireworks display and affecting the coming generations.

Loung Ung signed copies of her book for students after the event.
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Dan Turner, a student in the
Fire Academy Class No. 39,
builds a fire truck,  makes a
friend.
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Fire science students build connection
with community 
Collin College fire science students
learn the tools of the trade -- how
the equipment works, how it can
utilized to save themselves and the
lives of others. Like fire trucks.
 
On Oct. 6, fire science students got
a building-block lesson on fire
trucks, particularly, how to build a
wooden one with the help of a
bunch of five-12 year olds.
 
Fire Academy Class No. 39 helped
children build wooden fire truck at a
McKinney Home Depot as part of
the store’s Kids Workshops. More
than 150 fire truck kits were
assembled.
 
“Most of all, it was inspirational, watching the kids try to
figure out the design and how the blocks fit together and
seeing their minds work,” Philip Zurek, a 29-year-old fire
science student, said.
 
Once finished, the children received a certificate of
completion and the finished truck. Collin College students
like Dan Turner went home with a lighter heart.
 
“It was a unique experience. They were shy at first, but
when you started working with the tools, they opened up
and starting telling stories,” Turner, 25, said. “I just tried to
keep up.”  
 
Turner added that it was neat to see children who had
completed other Kids Workshops assignments -- when
children finish assignments, they attach a pin to their work
apron indicating as such.
 
“It was a great opportunity for our students to experience
the value of giving back to the community. Fire academy
students had an opportunity to interact with the children
teaching them about fire safety, and stressing the
importance of having a home escape plan to parents,” Pat
McAuliff, Fire Science program director, said. “The children
were in awe of the fire academy students and will longer
remember the time when a firefighter helped them build a
fire truck.”
 
Students participating from Fire Academy Class 39 were
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Chris Holloman, Terry Pressler, Philip Zurek, Wesley
Southard, Kyle Hutchings, Jonathan Laws, Luca Bagley,
Corey Jones, A.J. Nouri, Jimmy Colleran and Dan Turner.
 
“There’s a lot of heritage with firefighters and the
community. It’s been going on for a long time,” Zurek said.
“Everyone knows someone who’s been helped by a
firefighter at some point. All in all, the respect comes from
the persona the firefighter exudes -- good guys who work
hard for the community and to ease people’s minds.”
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Communication studies honor society
links media, student body, campus
organizations 
By Nedal Ahmed
Student Correspondent 

The field of communication studies is a mosaic of talents,
fields, opinions, media and personalities. One student
organization is trying to piece all these fragments into a
larger, functioning work.
 
Collin College's Sigma Chi Eta is part of the National
Communication Association and hopes to do exactly this.
The group, which applied for membership last spring, has
its real launch this year and is ready to take on the 2007-
08 year with a variety of goals aimed to connect not only
communication studies majors, but Collin College's other
organizations and its entire student body.
 
"I felt that there was a need on the Collin College campus
to represent an important field of communication studies
and for those students to engage in hands-on projects and
research," said Eric Carlson, professor, advisor and
founder of Sigma Chi Eta regarding the organization's
origin.
 
As an honor society with academic standards, Carlson said
that having these standards allows Sigma Chi Eta
members to be a part of a nationally respected group with
larger opportunities, particularly in research.
 
Work on Sigma Chi Eta is already underway, and the
organization is contemplating several projects already
including a digital yearbook available at the end of the
year, hosting a debate series between various Collin
College organization members and a partnership with
Collin College's Cougar News aimed to provide a student
voice in this online campus news publication.
 
"I'm excited to see initial commitment," Carlson said. "My
hope is that we showcase how Communication Studies
represents traditional rhetorical engagement, interpersonal
communication awareness, as well as an opportunity to
output media product."

Lon Morris, who says he has an interest in broadcast
journalism, joined Sigma Chi Eta because of this interest.
 
"I was hoping to get involved in something at school,"
Morris said. "I found something that I was enjoying with
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broadcast journalism and I thought I'd enjoy Sigma Chi
Eta, too."
 
To students involved in other organizations, Sigma Chi Eta
provides an opportunity for these groups to showcase their
views, members, and talents. The debate series looks to
take representatives from various groups on campus and
provide them with a platform to discuss their views
regarding timely social, political with members of other
organizations as well as to an audience of students.
 
"I'm president of Lions club, which is a community service
organization that is really struggling right now," Hassan
Barzani, Sigma Chi Eta's treasurer, said. "Hopefully being
in Sigma Chi Eta will give us a step forward. I think we can
put other groups on the map along with Sigma Chi Eta
itself."

For more information or to join Sigma Chi Eta, e-mail
sigmachieta@ccccd.edu.
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Celebrate National Career Development
Month 
Collin College’s Career Services and Cooperative Work
Experience wants everyone to think about their future
during November -- National Career Development Month. 

The department has slated a series of events -- under the
theme of “Find Your Voice, Change Your World” -- to
celebrate careers and purport lifelong career development
for Collin College students, faculty and staff. 

Career Development Month is highlighted by a series of
Lunchbox Seminars featuring engaging speakers and a
free lunch on a first-come, first-serve basis:

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 1 at the
Central Park Campus atrium, 2200 W. University
Drive in McKinney -- Dr. Ray Baughman, director
of the NanoTech Institute at The University of Texas
at Dallas, will present “Changing the World One
Nano at a Time.” 

Dr. Ray Baughman has been honored for his
extensive research and breakthroughs in the field of
nanotechnology, and will be presenting an overview
of the discoveries, the changing world of technology
and the impact on lives, careers and future. Dr.
Baughman is a Fellow of the American Physical
Society and the World Innovation Foundation, an
Academician of the Russian Academy of Natural
Sciences and an Honorary Professor of three
universities in China. He holds a number of patents
and has received many awards for his work in his
field. 

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 12 at the
Preston Ridge Campus Event Center, 9700 Wade
Blvd. in Frisco -- Jason Neidrich, from Texas
Instruments’ DLP Division and Phil Coffman from
DRS Infrared Technologies, will present “Destination
Digital -- Beyond the Infrared.” This will be an
interactive session showcasing cutting edge
technology, the future of the semiconductor industry,
and the impact of the semiconductor industry in our
high tech society. Neidrich and Coffman are slated
to also present information about the careers
available in science, technology, engineering and
math. 

Neidrich graduated with a bachelor of science in
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microelectronic engineering from Rochester Institute
of Technology and started at Texas Instruments,
moved to Digital Light Processing (DLP®)
Production Process Engineering in 2001, to the
Design Team in 2003, then to the Process
Integration team in 2007. 

Coffman holds four U.S. patents and earned his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Missouri
and his doctorate from Arizona State University. At
DRS, he has held positions in Research and
Development and in manufacturing, both as an
individual contributor and in management. He has
worked on both current and future infrared night
vision products for both commercial and military
applications.

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 14 at the
Spring Creek Campus atrium -- Greg Brown,
managing director of AFI Dallas, will present “Living
the Creative Life, Making Your Dreams Work for
You.”. Presenting more than 200 screenings
annually, during a ten day run throughout central
Dallas, the AFI Festival is one of the largest film
festivals in the Southwest. Brown, responsible for
most of the day-to-day operations of AFI Dallas also
leads the Festival’s extensive education and
outreach efforts. If you are interested in filmmaking,
a film lover, or interested in a career in the film
industry, you will be learn more about the myriad of
career opportunities within the organization of the
largest inaugural film festival ever to be launched in
the Dallas Metroplex. 

Brown has worked in the arts and arts education in
Dallas for almost 20 years. He earned
undergraduate degrees and his master’s business
administration from SMU. He went on to work at
SMU’s Meadows School of the Arts in a variety of
roles, including as Managing Director of both the
Meadows School and the Meadows Museum. 

Brown was instrumental in the opening of the new
Meadows Museum in 2001 and in the development
of a Meadows School and Museum strategic plan
which resulted in an historic $33 million gift from the
Meadows Foundation in 2006.

Another facet of Career Development Month is a Poetry
and Poster Contest in conjunction with the National Career
Development Association. Entry deadline is Friday, Oct.
26. Contact the Career Services department for entry
requirements and more information. 

For more information about Career Development Month,
call the Career Services offices at 972.548.6747 (Central
Park Campus), 972.377.1781 (Preston Ridge Campus) or
972.881.5781 (Spring Creek Campus).
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SLA spring registration is open 
Student Leadership Academy (SLA) is looking for a few
good students.
 
Applications are now being accepted for spring 2008 SLA
II. Complete application packets for SLA II, LEAD 2301 are
available at www.ccccd.edu/sla and must be received no
later than 5:00 pm, Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2008.  
 
Only 25 students will be accepted into the spring LEAD
2301 course. Students interested in the course must have
a 2.5 cumulative grade point average and fill out an
application packet. The application must be completed in
its entirety to be considered for the class.
 
There is no prerequisite for LEAD 2301.
 
Established in 2002, the Student Leadership Academy is a
rigorous semester-long leadership experience unique to
Collin College. The course is designed to encourage
leadership, integrity, professional development, scholarship
and service. The curriculum fosters skills through lecture,
guest speakers, student facilitation and team projects. The
students earn three credit hours upon completion.
 
LEAD 2301 classes are offered during the spring semester
from 8:45-11:30 a.m. The course is held at the Preston
Ridge Campus, 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco.
 
As part of the application packet, students applying to the
Student Leadership Academy must submit an academic
transcript, two letters of recommendation and an essay.
Students accepted will be notified via email and postal
service prior to first day of classes. Further, students
receiving acceptance letters to the SLA will be registered
into the course by the college registrar.
 
Applications are available at the Center for Scholarly &
Civic Engagement in Room F105 at the Spring Creek
Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano or online
at www.ccccd.edu/sla.
 
Also, contact Regina M. Hughes, the Center’s director, at
rhughes@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5900 for more
information.
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Dr. David Buss, professor of psychology at The
University of Texas at Austin,  was one of two
keynote speakers during the Psychology Synergy
Conference Oct. 5-6.
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Psychology conference looks into the
brainwork behind love 
 
Love. Sex. Jealousy.
Murder.
 
No it’s not a steamy
harlequin romance
novel or a six-
episode arc on
“Days of Our Lives.”
It’s serious scholarly
inquiry at Collin
College.
 
All four topics were
the cornerstones
behind a presentation by
Dr. David Buss,
professor of psychology and president of the Human
Behavior and Evolution Society from The University of
Texas at Austin, Oct. 5 at the Spring Creek Campus.
 
Dr. Buss’ lecture was the first day of Collin College’s
second annual Psychology Synergy Conference, which
continued Oct. 6 with a lecture by Dr. Helen Fisher, visiting
professor and member of the Center for Human
Evolutionary Studies and Department of Anthropology at
Rutgers University
 
Dr. Buss’ lecture, “Sexual Conflict in Human Mating,”
presented much of his own and other research within the
realm of relationships, sex, conflict (prior, during and after
the relationship), jealousy, infidelity and, eventually,
murder.
 
He led off his presentation by noting a survey asking men
and women what a significant other has down to annoy,
anger, disturb or hurt them.
           
There were 147 different responses -- from leaving the
toilet seat up to physical and sexual abuse.
           
The purpose of this was to show that no matter on what
level, there is a lot of conflict between the sexes. And
conflict not only exists between man and woman, but
between men and between women.
           
Dr. Buss presented a lot of information via PowerPoint and
was quick to explain various phenomena and language that
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would befuddle the layperson. Additionally, his wit and
humor made one realize that he knew that he was dealing
with a subject matter -- the different sexes and how they
act and react towards sex -- that is wrought with pre-
conceived notions and fallacies purported by stereotypes
and pop culture.

Then again, what one would consider to be true was
indicated as such in much of the research Dr. Buss
presented.
 
Men tend to want more partners. Men tend to get angrier
at physical infidelity and women tend to get angrier at
emotional infidelity. In one study, titled the Florida Study,
researchers sent males to unsuspecting female college
students and asked them one of three questions: A) Do
you want to go on a date? B) Do you want to go to my
apartment? C) Do you want to have sex?
 
One would suspect that the chance for an affirmative
answer were lower with each question. And they did (0
percent, by the way, agreed to sex ... as Dr. Buss noted,
“Women, generally, want a better preamble than that”).  
 
The conflict between males exists with the poacher --
another male who attempts to woo the female away from
another male. Thus, Dr. Buss presented the concept of
infidelity. He noted that the benefits of infidelity are
resources, superior genes or the segueing to a better
relationship.
 
From infidelity, Dr. Buss came to jealousy and stalking. He
noted that there are 104 acts of mate guarding, which,
obviously, can vary in extremes. As for stalking, Dr. Buss
said that males tend to be deterred by stalking and stalkers
tend to obtain a new love interest or, in fact, re-connect
with the mate they were stalking.
 
“Restraining orders are notoriously ineffective and
sometimes result in greater harm to the woman, including
death,” he said.
 
Part of the presentation included actual statements from
stalking case studies interviewing stalkers and those who
were stalked. As Dr. Buss said, they were “diabolical,
nasty, illegal, but it worked.”
 
The path from mating, conflict, infidelity, jealousy and
stalking led to murder. Dr. Buss said that studies have
shown that most people have contemplated murder on
even the most minute level. Male murder thoughts are
more frequent and vivid. But Dr. Buss presented
statements from females wanting to “cut the head off”
another female and other acts.
 
“Mating and murder are closely related,” Dr. Buss
concluded. 

Second day brings another scholar, Collin College
honors 
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Saturday’s events drew a crowd, particularly the
presentation by Dr. Helen Fisher. About 200 faculty,
students and community members were treated to a
discussion of the neurochemistry of love.

Collin College student Clint Bump noted that despite the
relevance of love “this essential ingredient in human
experience is difficult to explain or evaluate.”

Bump particularly appreciated Fisher’s explanation of how
various neurotransmitters are responsible for the feelings of
euphoria and attachment observed in romantic love. Fisher
also discussed her research concerning mating and
personality types.

Following Dr. Fisher’s talk, students from Collin College,
Texas A&M University-Commerce, Stephen F. Austin State
University and Lake Michigan College competed with
presentations and posters on their research. Collin
College’s own Don Davis, an Emerging Scholar and
Foundation scholarship recipient, was awarded first place
for his literature review of  the hypothesized relationship
between creativity and bi-polar disorder.  
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College News 
Faculty and Staff News
 
Tiffanee Arnold, department chair and professor of dance,
received the Western Illinois University Department of
Theatre and Dance Alumni Award. Arnold was recognized
as a guest artist at a special reception, taught master
classes and trained WIU dancers on her original
choreography of “Momentum.”
 
The North Central Texas Workforce Development Board
re-elected Dr. Toni Jenkins, executive vice president, to
serve on the executive committee as secretary in
September 2007. Dr. Jenkins was first appointed to the
board in 2002 and is now serving a second term as
secretary.
 
At the National Career Pathways Network Conference in
Louisville Ken., Dr. Janet Jaworski, executive director of
the Global EDGE,  was nominated and elected to a two-
year term as the Southwest Regional Director of Tech Prep
for the National Association for Tech Prep Leaders
(NATPL). At that same conference the Global EDGE Tech
Prep Consortium received an award for their use of
technology in the promotion of Tech Prep. At the
conference, Dr. Jaworski along with Dr. Merry McBryde-
Foster, dean of Health Science and Emergency Services,
presented a forum, "Gain a Healthy Perspective," which
highlighted the Tech Prep Camp for teachers and
counselors that was conducted on the Central Park
campus in McKinney this summer. Also, Dr. Jaworski and
Raul Martinez, assistant director of the Global
EDGE, presented a forum, "Getting the Tech Prep
Message out with Podcasting," at the conference.
 
College News
About 175 students, faculty and staff attended a guest
lecture by Roger Newman, a professor at Columbia
University Graduate School of Journalism, who spoke on
civil liberties, surveillance and terrorism at the Preston
Ridge Campus September 2007. Dr. Newman is also
author of a biography of Supreme Court Justice Hugo
Black, which won the Scribes Book Award and was a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize.
 
Research scientists Alexa Williams and Don Strickert
from Frito-Lay made a presentation to more than 200
students and faculty September 2007. This program was
presented by Frito-Lay and CASMNS, and is part of a
cooperative effort between Frito Lay and Collin College that
will involve sharing speakers and student internships.
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The Center for Scholarly & Civic Engagement and the
Social and Behavioral Sciences Division hosted an Annual
Constitution Day panel Sept. 17 at the Spring Creek
Campus for the discussion of “Second Amendment:  Right
to Bear Arms.” Panelists included Justin Wert, professor of
political science at the University of Oklahoma; Lackland
Bloom, professor of constitutional law, SMU Law School;
and James Dark of the Texas Rifle Association.
 
More than 2,100 students participated in Welcome Week
activities to celebrate the beginning of the fall 2007
semester. This year’s celebration included a luau theme
and students enjoyed luau-themed foods along with fruit
smoothies, popcorn and cotton candy.  Activities included
riding the wave on the robo surfboard and visits to the
more than 20 student organization tables where students
could learn about club opportunities.
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Top 10 Reasons to Give Blood 
Blood drives will be held Tuesday-Thursday, Nov. 13-15
on Collin College campuses. You might as well just decide
to give because once you read this you’ll be thoroughly
convinced.
 
10. Because you’re mother would be proud.
 
9. It’s certainly cathartic. We all need more cathartic
moments.
 
8. You probably wouldn’t think twice about giving if it
were your mother, brother or friend in peril. Just
imagine saving someone else’s mother, brother or
friend.
 
7. Two words: Juice. Cookies.
 
6. Needles are not so bad. In fact, here are three things
that are much worse: angry grizzly bears, “Home
Improvement” and the way your fingers get all sticky
after eating an apple.
 
5. You’ll make more. Trust me.
 
4. “Halo 3” will still be there afterwards. Both can fit
into your schedule.
 
3. There can never be enough good deeds done in this
world.
 
2. Be a hero like Hiro Nakamura, except with less
samurai swords. You just never know whose life you
could save. 
 
1. There’s right and wrong in this sometimes topsy-turvy
world and the lines between the two are often blurred. But
giving blood is about as right as it gets.
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Take this job ... :Students, college and
money 
By Alicia Pike 
Student Correspondent
 
Considering the price of college -- books, tuitions, fees,
etc. -- it is little wonder why so many students have to
work in order to pay for school. 
 
Many parents can no longer afford to accept the financial
responsibility of their college-bound children which, in turn
means that more college students than ever are having to
literally work their way through school. 
 
According to Sebago Associates, 57 percent of all college
students have a job.  For some, that job is a way to pay
for school and is often their livelihood as well. For others, a
job is just a way to get extra spending money. Whatever
the reason may be for having a job while in college, for
many students having to juggle both work and school is a
frustrating situation. 
 
Matt Crawford, a 3-D animation student at Collin College
waited until he could save up enough money for school
before going back. 
 
“I wanted to avoid more debt. I already have student loans
from my previous times, and I didn’t want any more. So I
just saved up until I could get back in. What’s frustrating is
that my current job pays well, but I don’t love it and that
takes the personal aspect out of work. To me, it’s just a
job to get through school.”  Crawford said. 
 
Depending on the career field one has chosen to pursue
while in school, getting a job in that field while still earning
a degree is a consideration. While many students aren’t
currently working at a job directly related to their desired
degree, Crawford believes that still being a student can
sometimes work to one’s advantage when pursuing a job
in a related field. 
 
“In my field, it’s typical to be very competitive. A lot of
companies like to take kids before they graduate and try
them out. They sometimes give jobs to people before they
even go to school so they can consider a career path,”
Crawford said. 
 
For criminal justice student Robbie O’Rourke, the chances
of getting a job in criminal justice is slim to none without a
degree.
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“It’s hard to get a job without a degree. People just
demand a minimum amount of experience in jobs now. To
get a job in my field, it usually requires 60 credits or more
of school. Even if you don’t need a degree, they like to
know you have it,” O’Rourke said.
 
Theresa Hilton considers herself lucky when it comes to
work and school. Like many college students, Hilton still
lives at home with her parents. She believes that without
her parents, she wouldn’t be able to go to school. She
currently works for her parents at an office.  
 
Without my parents to help me, I wouldn’t be able to afford
school.  The only thing I really have to pay is my cell
phone bill and my tuition.  Living at home makes it easier;
my parents pay for pretty much everything,” Hilton said. 
 
While Hilton is at Collin College getting her basics, she is
unsure of what she wants to do.  For years Hilton wanted
to be a doctor. After thinking about it for the past couple of
years, she decided that it wasn’t what she wanted to do.
 
“I’ll probably end up doing something like teaching. It’ll be
something dealing with kids,” Hilton said.  She believes
that already having a job in one’s desired field before
graduating increases the opportunity to make more
money. 
 
“I think you would make more money working your way
through school in a job directly related to what you’re going
to school for because you’re learning as you go.”  Hilton
said.
 
Though some students do have jobs that deal with what
they are studying, others have to settle for the run-of-the-
mill jobs that are usually offered to college students. The
average college student makes roughly $7.50 an hour and
works 25 hours a week.  Hilton believes that regardless of
whether one gets a job just out of high school with no
plans of going to college or stating that one is in college on
a job application, the pay is going to be the same. 
 
“I don’t think it really matters. I think you get the same
amount in college as someone just out of high school. A
college degree is going to get you more money,” Hilton
said. 
 
O’Rourke feels the same way in terms of not having a
degree. 
 
“It’s harder to get a job out of high school that is going to
pay more than the minimum wage. Now it’s just harder to
get a great job without a college education in general,”
O’Rourke said. 
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5 Tips to Eating Healthier this
Thanksgiving 
It’s darn near impossible to escape the calorie intake that
typically accompanies Thanksgiving. One could just not
eat. But that’s unfestive and depending on the company
and the cook, rude. So, here are five tips toward
minimizing the calories and fat this holiday season. 

5. Substitute 
Cooking isn’t exactly a science. Ingredients can have
deviations and alternatives. Opt for low-fat options like
skim milk, low-fat cheeses, egg whites (instead of the
whole egg) and low-fat yogurts and sour creams. 

4. Soup 
A great alternative to certain high-fat sides are lower-fat
soups. Also, make hearty turkey and veggie soups with the
leftover bird. 

3. Size 
Pile up on mom’s dressing all you want, but portion size
matters. Do not necessarily boycott a side dish, but keep
the portions low. 

2. Stop 
Thanksgiving dinner is not an eating contest. Besides
every family has an uncle that can out-eat the Swiss army.
When you’re full, pack it in. 

1. Snack 
Do not roll up to the table just famished. You will end up
overeating and just feeling rotten the rest of the day
(actually, the last part may or may not be true for
everyone). 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Men's, women's basketball playing for
tourney 
Coach Sigona rings in 20th year 

The 2007-08 Cougar men's basketball  team vie for NJCAA Region V
supremacy this fall and winter.  Home games are at the Spring Creek
Campus.

Twenty years at one job is quite an accomplishment, but
maybe more so for a basketball coach.
 
When the Collin College Cougars roar into their 2007-08
opener tonight, it will mark head coach Jim Sigona’s 20th
season with the college. As a recent Plano Star Courier
article noted, the only men’s basketball coach the college
has known.
 
“We have been fortunate to have had as many players be
successful here and be successful on multiple levels,”
Sigona said. “It’s been good to me.”
 
Going into his 20th season, the end goal really has not
changed.
 
“We’ve gotten to the point as a program that we are
always shooting for the same things -- a conference
championship, a regional championship,” Sigona said.
 
Last year, the Cougars wound up fourth in conference with
a 19-10 record (9-5 in conference) and lost in the Region
V tourney quarterfinal round.
 
This year, Sigona expects, again, to be in the top four
teams of the conference along with perennial powerhouses
like Weatherford College, McLennan College and Temple
College, but it will come with hard work and team play.
 
The Cougars are returning just two starters from 2006-07
and have 10 new players. Although there is the initial
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challenge of learning to play together under a new system,
Sigona believes there are advantages to his new squad.
 
“This is a good group of guys,” he said. “We’re going to
have more depth. WE can end up playing nine or 10 guys.
Last year, we had a rotation of only seven.
 
“We got to be a good defensive, rebounding team. We’ve
got some kids that can shoot the three.”
 
Additionally, the Cougars are smaller compared to other
years, but, again, what can be seen as a deficiency Sigona
hopes to make into an advantage with more speed and
quickness on both sides of the ball.
 
“We’re going to push the ball more and go into more of an
offensive transition game,” Sigona said. “Defensively, we
can do different things by going smaller -- trapping more,
switching screens more.”

Women's squad looks to bounce back

The Cougar women's basketball team hope to rebound
from fifth place finish in 2006-07.

Ask head coach Jeff Allen and the Collin College women’s
basketball team about being on the outside looking in.
 
Because they’ve been there, and they hope to not return.
 
Last season, the Cougars ended up a half game out of the
final spot for the NJCAA Region V tournament despite a
solid 10-6 conference and 17-12 overall record. In fact,
finishing fifth in the conference, the Cougars were a full
four games in front of sixth place. Another win there,
another good bounce here and the 2006-07 campaign
would’ve ended differently.
 
“Where our expectations are, we expect to make the
regional tournament every year and when we don’t, it’s
disappointing,” Allen, who is entering his fourth season at
Collin College, said. “But you come back to meet that goal
again.”
 
Allen has a nice returning core coming back from that
team. There are four returners, three of which were starters
including Amber Murray, Nikki Brown and Amanda Moody.
As is the nature of the beast at two-year institutions, there
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is still turnover with eight new players. But included in that
mix are Porshe Revely, who played with Texas A&M
University-Commerce last year before she tore her ACL
and the team made it to the NCAA tournament Elite Eight.
 
Also, Stephanie Plante transferred from Cameron
University in Lawton, Okla.
 
Both have experience, Allen said, and know what it takes
to win, which is a valuable asset to a team with a heavy
dose of freshman.
 
“It’s good (to have that experience) especially when they
are top returners and starters as freshmen,” Allen said. “It’s
not new to them. They know what it takes to make the
regional tournament so they set the tone for the entire
team.”  
 
One aspect of his team that Allen believes will improve
over last year is injuries -- something that they can’t
control but must deal with nonetheless. Both Brown and
Murray went down with injuries last season leaving the
Cougars short in the post. With them returning healthy and
some new faces, they should have depth and speed.
 
“We’ve got those post players back. We’re deeper at post,
which was a worry last year,” Allen said. “We’ve gotten a
lot quicker and I think we’ll be better defensively.”

And, again, it’ll be a tough test in Region V. Allen expects
Temple College and McLennan Community College to
remain contenders along with his squad and Grayson
County Community College. There also could be flux at Hill
College, Ranger College and Cisco Junior College, where
they have new coaches and new expectations. 

Attend a game

All home games will be played at the Spring Creek
Campus in Plano. 

For more information about the men's and women's
basketball teams like schedules, rosters and much more,
visit the athletics webpage at www.ccccd.edu/athletics/.
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College plays host to photo exhibit 
400 ...

What does this number mean to you? 

Four hundred represents the number of women that have
died to date in Juarez and Chihuahua, Mexico. Most of the
women worked in factories and walked long distances to
and from work in areas that lacked proper street lighting
and/or security. 

Since 1993, 400 women in Ciudad Juárez and Chihuahua,
Mexico, bordering El Paso have been reported missing or
found dead. In a significant number of cases, the women
suffer a brutal and torturous death. The families of the
victims have refused to be quiet about the needless loss of
their loved ones and continue, alongside activists from
across the world, to seek justice and solutions to the issue
of femicide (Amnesty International, 2007). 

Collin College’s Counseling Services is partnering with
LULAC to raise awareness about this violence by
sponsoring a powerful photo exhibit depicting this femicide.
The photo exhibit will tour Collin College on Nov. 6-7, Nov.
15, Nov. 20 and Nov. 27-28. Click here for specific dates,
times and locations. In addition, there will be panel
discussions about violence against women throughout the
exhibit tour. Watch your e-mail for dates, times, and
locations for panel discussions. 

Violence does not discriminate; it impacts people from all
cultures. A petition will be available during the photo
exhibit for participants to sign. The petition will be sent to
Amnesty International where it will be used to urge action
on the part or government officials in Juarez and
Chihuahua, Mexico. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Campus Dates 
The Auteur Film Series, “Secrets, Deceptions and
Epiphanies: Fruit from the Cinematic Tree of Knowledge,”
will present “Much Ado About Nothing” at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Nov. 1 at the Spring Creek Campus. For more
information, visit www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilm.com. 

As part of Hispanic Heritage Month, in recognition of Dia
de los Muertos students, faculty and staff are encouraged
to bring photographs, objects and decorations to put on the
altar will be presented Thursday, Nov. 1-Saturday, Nov. 3
in the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. A feast of traditional
Mexican foods will be offered from 4-5 p.m., Friday, Nov.
2. For more information, contact Linda Sears at
lsears@ccccd.edu. 

Texas A&M University-Commerce is hosting a
University Day from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 3, at the Spring Creek Campus. Go here to
register.

Student Life is hosting Pizza with our President Tuesday,
Nov. 6, from 1-2:30 p.m. at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center.  This event will provide Collin College
students an opportunity to communicate with President
Israel on a personal basis. By invitation only. For more
information, contact Donna Okaro at dokaro@ccccd.edu. 
 
The Distinguished Speaker Series continues with poet and
author Dr. Diane Ackerman.  Dr. Ackerman will present
"Creative Intelligence or What a Poem Knows.” She will
explore the act of artistic creation in general, the
psychology of artists, how artists problem-solve to create a
work of art and what truths only art can teach us about the
world. The public lecture is set for 7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 6
and a Conversation with Dr. Diane Ackerman at 10 a.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 7. For more information about the
Distinguished Speaker Series, contact Regina Hughes,
director, at rhughes@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5900. Or
visit the series’ webpage atwww.ccccd.edu/speakerseries. 
 
The Collin Dance Ensemble will host its annual Dance
Fusion at 8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 9 and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 10, at the John Anthony Theatre, located
on the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway in Plano. Performances will include the ensemble,
Elledanceworks Dance Company and Muscle Memory
Dance Theatre. The show will feature Janice Garrett and
Dancers, the renowned San Francisco troupe. Tickets are
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$8 general admission and $5 students and senior citizens.
All tickets will be sold at the door. For more information,
call 972.881.5107.
 
Collin College and the Collin College Foundation will
present its 2007 Living Legends program -- “Jewels of our
Community, Treasures to Honor” -- 7-9 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 10, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
Call 972.599.3145 for more information or to RSVP.
 
Collin College's new Health Information Technology
Program will present its first information session for
students and community members from 6:30-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, Nov. 13 at the Spring Creek Campus, room
H224. The session will provide a general overview of the
Health Information Technology profession, admission
criteria, career options and course sequence.
 
A Carter BloodCare and Rotary Campus Challenge Blood
Drive will be Nov. 13-15 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The drive will
be located at Central Park Campus cafeteria and at
Preston Ridge Campus Shawnee Room of Founders Hall
Wednesday, Nov. 14, and at Spring Creek Campus atrium
Tuesday-Thursday, Nov. 13-15. Contact Carrie Robinson
at 972.548.6788 or crobinson@ccccd.edu to schedule an
appointment. Walk-ins are also welcome. Bring your Carter
BloodCare Donor Card or photo ID.  

The 16th annual Collin College Chili Cook-Off is set
from noon-1:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 16, at the Central Park
Campus in McKinney. Tickets are $4 in advance and $5 at
the door. All proceeds benefit the Children's Holiday Fund.
Buy tickets at Central Park Campus, B305; Courtyard
Center, A364; Preston Ridge Campus, F136; and Spring
Creek Campus, G227. 
 
THE ARTS gallery will present “Fired Forms: Figures,
Objects and Abstracts Clay Invitational,” a exhibition of
clay artists from around the nation through Saturday, Nov.
17. The gallery is located on the Spring Creek Campus,
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano. THE ARTS gallery
hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more
information about this show or future shows, visit the
gallery’s website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873.
 
THE ARTS gallery will present “Creative Components,”
the annual visual arts students exhibition, Monday, Nov.
26-Saturday, Dec. 8. The gallery is located on the Spring
Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano.
THE ARTS gallery hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information about this show or future shows, visit
the gallery’s website atwww.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or
call 972.881.5873.
 
Oral HIV testing takes place at the Spring Creek Campus
Tuesday, Nov. 27. There is no charge for the testing.
Testing is not automatic. The representative from the
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Greater Dallas Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse
(GDCADA) will conduct a risk assessment and evaluation
prior to testing, as well as offer education about how to
avoid risky behaviors. To schedule an appointment call
Robert Reeves, with (GDCADA) at 214.725.5916, Monday-
Friday from 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Contact Counseling Services at
972.881.5126 for more information.
 
The Auteur Film Series, “Secrets, Deceptions and
Epiphanies: Fruit from the Cinematic Tree of Knowledge,”
will present “The Conversation” at 7 p.m., Wednesday,
Nov. 28 at the Spring Creek Campus. For more
information, visit www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilm.com. 

Current and future Collin College students have until
Saturday, Dec. 1, to apply for the Southern Methodist
University (SMU) pre-admissions program. The program
allows students to attend Collin College and earn core
credit. All the while, they can work with SMU advisors to
ensure a seamless transfer of those credits to the
university. Also, students can take advantage of lecture
and sporting event tickets, a DART pass, access to SMU’s
library and more. Interested students must have a grade
point average of at least 2.95 with fewer than 30
transferable hours or a grade point average of 2.70 with
more than 30 transferable hours. Students also must
complete an application and two essay questions and
possibly a recommendation from a faculty member. For
more information or for an application, visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smupreadmit.pdf or
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smu.html . 
 
The Collin Theatre Center will continue their 2007-2008
season with My Three Angels, a comedy classic by Sam
and Bella Spewack based on La Cuisine Des Anges by
Albert Husson. Directed by Robin Armstrong. My Three
Angels will be presented by the Collin Theatre Center in
the Black Box Theatre. Performances are Nov. 29-Dec. 1
and 5-8 at 8 p.m., with matinees Dec. 2, 8 and 9 at 2:15
p.m. Tickets are $8 for general admission, $6 for students
and senior citizens (55+).  Group rates are available.  For
tickets, season subscriptions and other information call the
Collin Theatre Center Hotline at 972.881.5100 or visit us at
www.collintheatrecenter.com. A TTY information line for
deaf patrons is available at 972.881.5117. Performances
on Sunday, Dec. 2 at 2:15 p.m. and Friday, Dec. 7 at 8
p.m. will be sign-interpreted for patrons who are Deaf or
Hard-of-Hearing.
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Enrich yourself: Seminars make a
better you 
Counseling Services is offering a seminar series at Preston
Ridge Campus on several personal enrichment topics
including assertiveness, self-esteem, and stress
management. Faculty are encouraged to promote these
unique and life skills-oriented opportunities to students.
 
Coping Skills/Managing Your Emotions
 
Do you feel uncomfortable with emotions? Do you have
difficulty expressing emotions? Do you miss out on various
aspects of life? Learn how to manage emotions and cope
in a healthy way. 10-11 a.m., Monday, Nov. 5, Preston
Ridge Campus, Founders Hall, Room F150.
 
Stress Management/Text Anxiety
 
For students who feel overwhelmed with stress and test
taking, learn how stress is good and how perfectionism and
procrastination are tied to stress at 3:30-4:30 p.m.,
Monday, Nov. 12, Preston Ridge Campus, Founders Hall,
Room F150.
 
For more information, contact Ginny Topfer, Counseling
Services, at vtopfer@ccccd.edu or at 972.377.1671.
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Transfer Tip -- Complete the core 
If your goal is to receive a bachelor’s degree from a public
university, Texas law requires you to complete a core
curriculum ranging from 42 to 48 semester credit hours.
Each college or university identifies which of its courses fit
into the core curriculum. If you complete the core
curriculum with grades of C or better and transfer, the
entire core curriculum transfers and substitutes for the core
curriculum you would have taken at your new institution. 

You may have to take additional course work if your
transfer school has a larger core curriculum than Collin
College’s. If you complete only part of the core curriculum
before you transfer, each course completed should apply to
the transfer university’s core curriculum. 

Caution: in some bachelor’s degree programs, students
take requirements for the major as part of the core
curriculum. If you have selected your major, it's best to
follow a degree plan/2+2 guide so you do not have to take
extra course work to satisfy freshman and sophomore
requirements.

For more information, please call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu.
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Quick Facts 
The following table presents selected data from the 2007 National Community
College Benchmark Project (NCCBP) comparing Collin College with 177 peer
institutions around the nation. 

(Interpreting the table: If, for a given NCCBP response, Collin College’s
reported value fell at the 10th percentile it means that Collin College’s value
was higher than those of 10 percent of its peers. If Collin College’s reported
value fell at the 90th percentile, then Collin College’s reported value was higher
than 90 percent of its peers). 

NCCBP
Item

Collin College
Peer Data

No. of
Colleges
Reporting

Percentile Rank
Reported

Value
Percentile

Rank 10th 25th Median 75th 90th
In-District
Tuition and
Fees per
Credit Hour
(Fall 2005) $37

Below
10% 175 $47 $60 $86 $104 $125

% of Spring
2005
Service
Area High
School
Graduates
Enrolled at
Collin in Fall
2005 25.9% 68% 113 10.9% 16.2% 21.5% 26.9% 30.9%
Credit
Student
Market
Penetration
Rate*
(2005-06) 4.5% 76% 157 1.3% 2.1% 3.0% 4.4% 5.7%
Student
/Faculty
Ratio (Fall
2005) 19.5 68% 174 13.1 15.6 17.9 20.3 23.0
% First-
Time, Full-
Time
Students in
Fall 2003
that
Completed a
Degree
within 3
Years 8.9% 8% 177 9.5% 12.9% 19.4% 26.2% 33.4%
% First-
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Time, Full-
Time
Students in
Fall 2003
that
Transferred
within 3
Years 39.7% 96% 158 6.7% 11.3% 17.3% 23.2% 32.4%
Next Term
(Fall 2005 to
Spring
2006)
Persistence
Rate 71.0% 72% 170 57.9% 62.8% 67.7% 71.5% 76.0%
Fall (2005)-
to-Fall
(2006)
Persistence
Rate 48.3% 64% 173 40.2% 44.0% 47.0% 49.7% 52.6%
College-
Level
Course
Retention
Rate** (Fall
2005) 78.1% 2% 175 81.0% 84.6% 88.5% 91.2% 93.2%
College-
Level
Completer
Success
Rate*** (Fall
2005) 80.9 17% 175 79.3% 81.6% 84.8% 87.9% 90.4%
Educational
Experience
Met
Expectations
(Noel Levitz,
Spring
2006) 4.8 60% 45 4.5 4.6 4.7 4.9 5.0
Would Enroll
Here Again
(Noel Levitz,
Spring
2006) 5.9 71% 45 5.3 5.5 5.7 5.9 6.0

*Market penetration rate is calculated by dividing the unduplicated credit
headcount by the service area population. 

**Retention rate is calculated by dividing the count of all grades awarded except
W by the count of all grades including W. 

*** Completer success rate is calculated by dividing count of all A,B,C and P
grades awarded by count of all A, B, C, P, D and F grades. 

For questions or comments contact Nasreen Ahmad, Institutional Research
Office, at 972.377.1610 or e-mail nahmad@ccccd.edu. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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November Employee Birthdays 
Due to issues of privacy, the employee birthdays were
moved to the intranet. You can view them here.
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The Write Way 
As a change of pace from featuring word usage and
general writing hints, this month’s column focuses instead
on correct pronunciation.  In fact, because the list of words
we mispronounce is such an extensive one, a future
column may again feature additional commonly
mispronounced words.  For ease of reading, the following
list is arranged alphabetically.

Athlete: Before adding an extra sound that causes us to
mispronounce this word, we need to note that the word
only has two syllables, namely: ath-lete, not ath-A-lete.

Diptheria: We mistakenly apply a “ph” sound instead of a
pure “f” sound to this word.  Instead, pronounce it DIF-
theria.

Disastrous: This word has three syllables, not four. 
Pronounce it as di-ZAS’-trus, not as di-zas-ter-us.

Electoral: Many of us are accustomed to accenting the
third syllable when we should instead accent the SECOND
one and pronounce it this way: e-LEC’ toral.  (Moreover,
the word’s ending does not have an “i” sound.)

Et cetera: That we usually abbreviate this Latin word pair
(etc.) probably gives rise in an uncharacteristic way to our
mispronouncing et cetera with an “x” sound instead of a “t”
sound.  Pronounce and use it in your academic writing as
two words (et means “and”; cetera means “the rest”). 

Err: This word should rhyme with “fur,” not with “air” or
“error.”  Nothing gets more perplexed faces in my
classroom than does the adage “To err is human, to
forgive divine” correctly pronounced with the “fur” sound. 
In fact, some students ask me, “Don’t you mean “To air is
human?”

Especially: Like the “x” sound we occasionally hear in et
cetera, we sometimes hear an “x” sound in this word.  We
need to keep the pure “s” sound following the first letter
“e.”

Forte: Although this word is spelled "forte,” unless we are
speaking of music, we must pronounce it as fort without an
“a” sound ending.  (This is another one of those words
many of us likely inherited from parents mistakenly
believing the word needed a saucy foreign flavor.)

Heinous: Even well-known news anchors mispronounce
this word with three syllables and a “he” sound instead of a
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
monthly. For information or submissions,
call 972.599.3142. Cougar News
welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Nov. 10 All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Please submit copy that is proofed,
edited and saved in Word format.
Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, campus correspondent;
Alicia Pike, student correspondent; Nick
Young, photographer and layout. 

“hay” sound (he-in-nus instead of HAY-NUS). 
Expectations of proper pronunciation notwithstanding, we
should not follow their errant mispronunciation.

Height: Unlike the word width, this word does not have a
“th” ending.

Hierarchy: Up we go, higher and higher!  This is, in fact,
how we may wish to remember that the word is not
pronounced HIGH-arky but rather is pronounced HIGHER-
arky.

Lambaste: Again, this is a word radio and television
commentators frequently mispronounce.  The ending uses
the long “a” (baste) as in a recipe’s direction to baste the
turkey.

Miniature: We must not forget to pronounce the “a” in the
third syllable so that the word sounds like mini-A-ture, not
mini-ture.

Mischievous: Unlike the word above, the fault lies in
adding a sound not included in the word.  If we think of the
word mischief and pronounce it that way, we won’t add an
“i” sound after the letter “v.” 

Nuclear: A certain president mispronounces this word as
nu-clu-ear, not nu-clear, and sets himself up for public
ridicule.  Thinking of “new” and “clear” when you see this
word avoids his error.

Often: This word never requires the sound of the “t.”

Prerogative: Why we often replace the prefix “pre” in
prerogative with “per” is perplexing; avoid “per-rog-ative.”

Percolate: We need not add a “u” sound in place of the
“o” sound in this word, yet we often do just that. (To
compound the word’s frequent mispronunciation, we even
misuse the word to mean an upward, not downward,
direction.)

Prostate: Omit the “r” in the ending to avoid the common
mispronunciation of this word.  (We probably have in mind
the word prostrate, a word that can mean flat or
exhausted, when we misspell or mispronounce this word.)

Supposedly: Perhaps it’s a matter or carelessness instead
of a lack of knowledge that leads some to add letters and
a “b” ending to this word, but, regardless of the reason, we
must pronounce it with a distinct “d” ending.

Zoology: We probably think of a zoo because of the
spelling of this discipline and thus mispronounce zoology
with a “zoo” instead of a correct “zo” (rhyming with “so”)
sound.

As always, I welcome suggestions from students, staff, and
faculty for these monthly columns and shall try to use their
contributions in future columns. Should you have a topic
you’d like discussed here, please write me at

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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jmiller@ccccd.edu . You may also telephone me at
972.881.5981. Students wishing improved writing skills will
find useful links to a dozen or so English grammar sites at
http://iws.ccccd.edu/jmiller/jmiller.htm .
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