
Hospitality March 2008 Newsletter

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000246440.cfm[4/13/12 1:22:09 PM]

April I 2008 
Number 531

College Links

CougarCast

www.ccccd.edu

Download Credit Class Schedule

Download Continuing Education
Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

CougarWeb: The evolution has
begun 

Go green: Earth Day festivities
planned 

Cougar News Question 

Central Park construction making
progress 

Recipe of the Month -- Bison
Burgers 

Campus Dates 

UTD schedules Transfer Expo for
Spring Creek Campus 

Quick Facts 

Music Review: She and Him 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: April 1. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.

 CougarWeb: The evolution has begun 
April 29 marks a new milestone, as
the college portal CougarWeb sets
out the welcome mat for
employees. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Go green: Earth Day festivities planned 
Earth Day activities are scheduled for
Tuesday-Wednesday, April 15-16. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Cougar News Question 
Organization -- who has it, who doesn't, who wishes they
did. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Central Park construction making progress 
Central Park is getting an extreme
makeover. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Recipe of the Month -- Bison Burgers 
Make your own bison sliders.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
Experience Collin College.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 UTD schedules Transfer Expo for Spring
Creek Campus 
Students interested in transferring
to The University of Texas at
Dallas (UTD) should mark down
Wednesday, April 2 on their
calendars.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts 
According to the US Census Bureau’s
report, Maternity Leave and
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Employment Patterns: 1961-2003,
women are more likely to work while
pregnant than they were in the 1960’s. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Music Review: She and Him 
An actress getting behind the mic is not all bad. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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CougarWeb: The evolution has begun 
April 29 marks a new
milestone as the
college portal
CougarWeb sets out
the welcome mat for
employees. Students
are next as the next
sections rolls out in
late May along with
new tools for faculty.

CougarWeb is
powered by the new Banner administrative software
system, which the college began implementing in 2006. As
the college completes each phase of Banner, CougarWeb
will offer new shortcuts to common information stored in
Banner. 

What’s a portal? What is CougarWeb? 
CougarWeb is a secure webpage that recognizes visitors
based on their role as Collin College students, faculty,
employees or guests. It delivers personalized content, kind
of like My Yahoo! or My MSN. CougarWeb brings many
tasks, pieces of information and reports to one place, so
you don’t have to remember multiple user names and
passwords. After logging in, different tabs and content will
be displayed for students, faculty, employees and guests.
Each tab contains boxes of content called channels. 
 
What will employees see April 29?
Most employees will see four tabs: Home, My
Workplace, Library and Tutorial. (Employees who
participated in the pilot phase will also have a
Finance tab.) 

The My Workplace tab features a number of human
resource tools personalized for their profile.
Employees will be able to: 

Look at pay stubs (beginning with April 30 payroll)
View and file leave requests
Look up available leave and comp time
See links to intranet sites
Access human resources sites
Access their Campus Wide ID numbers (Watch the next

Cougar News for tips on locating CWIDs.)
Make shortcuts to any Banner forms used frequently

through the “My Banner” channel

This summer, the college will convert timesheet
submission and approval to the portal as
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well through the Time Reporting and Time Approval
channels. (Watch e-mail for training dates and
details on "web time entry."

How do I log in?
Employees can log in to CougarWeb at
http://cougarweb.ccccd.edu or look on the faculty/staff
button on college’s homepage for a CougarWeb link. To
log in, employees will use the same Novell username and
password used to access the college's network. Once
inside, browse through the tabs and take advantage of all
the resources available with just one password. 

Who do I call for help?
Employees should call the HelpDesk for access issues.
They can also check out the tutorial tab for how-to guides. 

Watch the upcoming issues of Cougar News for more tips
on CougarWeb.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Students potted free native plants at last year's
Earth Day.
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Go green: Earth Day festivities planned 

Collin College will
host an Earth Day
Celebration
Tuesday-
Wednesday, April
15-16 at its Preston
Ridge Campus, 9700
Wade Blvd., in
Frisco. The
celebration is
presented in
coordination with the
city of Frisco.
 
Events will focus around the theme of “It Is Easy To Be
Green! Recycle – Reuse -- Renew Our Planet.” 
 
Through various activities and lectures, attendees will learn
how to make choices that will improve quality of life and
benefit the environment. All events are free and open to
the public.
 
Attendees can get a henna tattoo, view hybrid vehicles,
take a trip on a Segway, see a “found art” installation,
listen to Native American music and learn about green
building and cleaning, rain barrels and hybrid cars.
Community members are encouraged to bring old eye
glasses, old cell phones, gently used pairs of shoes and
clothing, old telephone books, old printers and computer
components to recycle.
 
The following special events are scheduled:
 
Rock Concert and “The 11th Hour” – 4 p.m., Tuesday,
April 15 (Quad)
A rock concert will be followed by pizza and the movie
“The 11th Hour,” which explores the state of the global
environment including visionary and practical solutions for
restoring the planet's ecosystems.
 
Fun Run-Walk and Bike Cruise – 9:45 a.m.,
Wednesday, April 16 (Quad)
The Fun Run-Walk and Bike Cruise will emphasize foot-
power and pedal-power as alternative modes of
transportation that improve quality of life.
 
Official Proclamation and Welcoming Ceremony – 11
a.m., Wednesday, April 16 (Quad)
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The Collin College Board of Trustees and mayor of Frisco
will kick off the festivities with the reading of the Earth Day
Proclamation.
 
Recycled Fashion Show – noon, Wednesday, April 16
(Quad)
Theatre costume design students along with local vendors
will showcase renewable fashion.
 
Special Lectures – 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Wednesday, April 16
(Event Center)
Jeremy Starritt, Environmental Educational Coordinator for
the city of Frisco, will present “Peace Corps Experiences”
at noon.
 
Faculty-Student Panel – 1-2 p.m., Tuesday, April 15
(Event Center)
“Who Gets the Fuel – US or Them?,” will focus on the
impacts of inexpensive cars being made available and
purchased by the masses in developing countries like
India.

Visit the Earth Day website here.  

For more information, contact E.J. Hanford, Earth Day
committee chair, at ehanford@ccccd.edu or 972.377.1589.
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Cougar News Question 
Each month, Cougar News staff comes up with a
question. That question is plied to students, faculty and
staff. The answers are printed here. Everyone is
enlightened.  

Are you organized? If so, what's your secret? If not,
how could you improve?
 
I feel I am a well organized person. Attending a military
academy and 26 years of military service has forced me to
be.  Two techniques I use are lists and software. 
 
I keep lists of various projects and tasks and cross off
items as they are completed.  All of us are required to
multi-task in our daily lives. The lists help me to re-focus
between tasks and constantly re-prioritize.  Also, many of
the software applications we have available to us, such as
GroupWise, provide us tools, such as color coding and
receiving electronic reminders.
 
Bill Blitt
Dean of Academic Affairs

**** 
I am not organized in the least at home, which is odd,
considering Virgos are supposed to be terribly organized.  I
pretty much have my own system of organization that is
centered around small piles of things no one else can
understand. I, however, know where everything is, it just
looks a bit messy.  In classes, however, I try to stay very
organized. I use pouch-style folders in a ring binder so that
nothing falls out, like with the regular open folders. I keep
every piece of paper given to me by the professor in that
folder, along with anything I feel I should print out from
WebCT. Each class has it's own folder and I keep things
pretty organized that way.  In photography class I'm even
more organized, with a single ring binder for all my
negatives, all the assignments and all my finished prints in
one place. I suppose being unorganized in one area of my
life doesn't mean I'm not organized in another! The only
secret I have is to have a place for papers and notes from
each class in an easy-to-reach place. The only problem
here is over-organizing and having, say a ring binder for
each class, which would be so hard to carry around I'd
probably give up pretty easily on it.  The secret is keeping
things as organized as you can while keeping your load as
light as  you can.
 
Hope Camp
Student
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**** 
If one were to judge me simply by looking in my office,
they'd say definitely “no.” However, I like to think of it as
organized chaos. To the untrained eye, my work space
would appear to be a mass of clutter; however, I know
where EVERYTHING is. I'm constantly saying "if only i had
more space …" But I'm sure that if I actually did have more
space, it would simply lead to more places for me to pile
things.
 
Angela Putman
Professor of Communication Studies

**** 
What is one of the first questions your children ask you
when you pick them up from school/daycare?  "What's for
dinner?"  You can eliminate this mundane question by
preparing a weekly menu and posting it on the refrigerator
or somewhere in kitchen for all to see.  This menu system
will help you minimize your time of wandering aimlessly in
the grocery store and wondering what you will prepare for
dinner thereby saving you money too.  Always build in a
take-out, order in, or eat out night for sanity purposes!
 
Donna Okaro
Director of Student Life, PRC

*****
I am a very organized person. I am especially organized
when it comes to my classes. I go as far as making the
students submit their work in the same color folder for
each class! It makes it easier for me to know which class
the student is in based on the color of the folder. One of
the main things I do to stay organized is place things in file
folders and label them before I file them away. Once you
let papers pile up, it will take more time to do it later. 
 
Lupita Tinnen
Professor of Photography
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Central Park construction making
progress 
By Nedal Ahmed
Student Correspondent
 
Over a span of 16 months, Central Park Campus,
the college's oldest campus, will undergo improvements,
renovations and additions.
 
The construction work, which began in August, is making
noticeable progress as the campus moves towards more
modernization and efficiency.
 
Dr. Thom Chesney, vice president and provost, said that
the Central Park Campus construction project was as
much a necessity as an improvement.
 
"The college is very smart when it comes to monitoring the
needs of its campuses and funding goes to the areas of
highest priority," he said. "Central Park was a critical point
in those priorities. It was definitely a need."
 
As the work is underway, Dr. Chesney continues to work
with Vice President of Administration Ralph Hall and Hunt
Construction to ensure that the phasing of the project is
done as smoothly as possible.
 
"What we do as a team ensures that as the construction
goes on outside and inside of the campus, we have as few
disruptions to instruction and campus services," Dr.
Chesney said. "What you don't want is something that
interferes with what we're doing now as we try to improve."
 
Some of the modifications and detours that have occurred
as a result of the project include the relocation of faculty
offices, the closing of certain classrooms and the need to
shut off power or water, which the campus does at night
and on weekends to minimize disruption. Through all this,
Dr. Chesney takes an approach that he calls “TIPI”:
Temporary = Inconvenience, Permanent Improvement.
 
"If we stay focused, and if we keep our eyes on the prize,
that helps on days when we've been displaced from space
we'd like to work in or put in one that's a little bit noisier or
where other stressors interfere; it helps to ameliorate those
[factors by looking forward]," he said. "We're ready to post
some visuals around campus so people can be reminded
of that. When people start to see a building become three-
dimensional, it becomes very encouraging and inspiring."
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Right now, students, faculty, staff and community members
can see a webcam's view of the construction going on at
the campus. They can also view the most recent
presentations made to the Board of Trustees.
 
The new library, which will be a 73,000-square-foot,
Jeffersonian-style edifice is among several improvements
the project will bring to Central Park, as well as a new
space for student development and a bookstore of about
20,000 square feet, along with a parking garage, a grassy
quadrangle and a clock tower. Work on a bridge over
Jean's Creek is nearly completed, which will allow students
and faculty easier access to the shops and eateries that
are adjacent to the campus. The surgical tech lab is
already completed.
 
"As an academic leader, I am excited about the library,"
Dr. Chesney said. "We'll have a real showcase. It's going
to be a beautiful facility, wonderful for students and the
community. It will also house classrooms, which will allow
students to take classes right around the library and its
resources."
 
Dr. Chesney says progress is on track.
 
"[The construction project] will help us become an even
more comprehensive campus, and the addition of some
science labs that we desperately need will allow us to offer
classes like chemistry that aren't currently offered," Dr.
Chesney said." We can also expand general education and
transfer offerings.
 
"More students in the McKinney area can get most, if not
all, of their classes at Central Park instead of traveling to
other campuses, which is good with the rising gas prices
and will also reduce some of the burden throughout our
other campuses, allowing them room to grow."
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Recipe of the Month -- Bison Burgers 
By Robert Lang
Special Contributor

1 pound of ground bison meat 
1 onion chopped fine
King’s Hawaiian dinner rolls or any alternative
Salt and pepper
2-inch biscuit cutter
Condiments such as pickles chips, ketchup mustard and
mayo

This is my variation on the White Castle/Crystal’s burger.

1. Open the package of dinner rolls but do not
separate them individually yet. Using a serrated
knife, cut horizontally across the middle of the rolls
to separate the tops from the bottoms. Replace the
top and then separate the rolls into individual buns.
It’s easier this way rather than one-at-a-time.

2. Spread the ground bison on a sheet pan so you
have a thin layer of meat, about 1/8th to a ¼ inch
thick that spreads across the pan.

3. With a 2-inch biscuit cutter, cut small burger rounds.
If you don’t have a biscuit cutter, just eyeball it and
use your hands, but the biscuit cutter make perfect
sized patties. Set aside for a few minutes while
you…

4. Spray a griddle or a large skillet with non-stick spray
and heat on medium. (I prefer cast iron for its heat
distribution but any pan will work).

5. Lightly brown the onions and set aside.
6. Season the tops of your burgers with salt and

pepper. Place seasoned-side-down on a
griddle/skillet, season the non-seasoned side and
cook about one minute. Flip to heat through. These
are thin so they don’t take long to cook.

7. Assemble the burgers, buns, onions, and
condiments and enjoy.

About bison meat:
According to the USDA, the American buffalo is not a true
buffalo. Its scientific name is bison and it belongs to the
bovine family along with domestic cattle. As reported by
the National Bison Association, research by Dr. M.
Marchello at North Dakota State University has shown that
the meat from bison is a highly nutrient dense food
because of the proportion of protein, fat, mineral, and fatty
acids to its caloric value. Comparisons to other meat
sources have also shown that bison has a greater
concentration of iron as well as some of the essential fatty
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acids necessary for human well being. Readers' Digest
magazine has even listed bison as one of the five foods
women should eat because of the high iron content.
Additionally, according to the USDA, antibiotics and growth
hormones are not given to bison. (Sources: www.usda.gov;
www.bisoncentral.com)
 
Robert Lang is a culinary arts student at Collin College.
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Campus Dates 
Scholarship applications for the 2008-09 Collin College
Foundation are being accepted through Monday, May 5.
Applications are available online by visiting
http://foundation.ccccd.org. Students will be notified in June
and July if they received a scholarship. The Scholarship
Awards Ceremony is set for Tuesday, August 5. For more
information, call 972.599.3145. 

The Auteur Film Series, “Secrets, Deceptions and
Epiphanies: Fruit from the Cinematic Tree of Knowledge,”
will present “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” at 7
p.m., Wednesday, April 2, at the Spring Creek Campus,
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano. The event is free
and open to the public. Some content may not be suitable
for all ages. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms.com.

The University of Texas at Dallas Transfer Expo is set
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, April
2, at the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. Transfer Expos
provide an opportunity for transfer students to learn more
about and apply for admission to UTD. Academic advisors
from each UTD school will be available to meet with
students who apply at the event. For detailed advising,
bring transcripts from all schools attended. Participants will
have their $50 application fee waived with a submitted
application for the summer 2008 and fall 2008 semesters.

The 16th annual Collin Jazz Festival is Friday-Saturday,
April 4-5. Saturday more than 500 high school students
will be on campus performing in three different
performance centers. Two conerts are scheduled Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m. Guest artists this year are Kim
Richmond, alto saxophone, and Clay Jenkins, trumpet.
Both are alums of the Stan Kenton Orchestra and are
phenomenal modern players. Ticket prices at the door are
$8. 
 
The Expressions vocal jazz ensemble performs at the
North Texas Jazz Festival at 10:30 a.m., Friday, April 4, at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 14315 Midway Road in Addison.
For more information, visit www.jazz.unt.edu/ntjazzfest.
 
The Distinguished Speaker Series presents Dr. Michael
Shermer, founding publisher of Skeptic magazine, the
executive director of the Skeptics Society, at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 15. Dr. Shermer will present "Why People
Believe Weird Things." This lecture will focus on pseudo-
science. The public lecture is set for 7 p.m. and a
Conversation with Dr. Michael Shermer at 10 a.m.,
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Wednesday, April 16. For more information about the
Distinguished Speaker Series, contact Regina Hughes,
director, at rhughes@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5900. Or
visit the series’ webpage at www.ccccd.edu/speakerseries.
 
The Collin College Chamber Singers will perform an
informal spring concert at 11:30 a.m., Friday, April 18, at
the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. The event is free.
 
The Collin Chamber Singers will perform their spring
concert at 8 p.m., Friday, April 18, at the Spring Creek
Campus, Room C104. The event is free.  
 
The Expressions vocal jazz group will perform at 7 p.m.,
Sunday, April 20, in the Spring Creek Campus cafeteria.
Tickets are available at the door and are $10 and free for
children under 6. Proceeds benefit student scholarships. 

The Collin Theatre Center concludes their 2007-2008
season with Blithe Spirit, the smash comedy hit of the
London and Broadway stages. The ingenious plot tells how
novelist Charles Condomine invites into his placid country
home an eccentric, breezy medium in order to learn the
language of the occult. Directed by Robin Armstrong. Blithe
Spirit will be presented by the Collin Theatre Center at
Collin College, in the Black Box Theatre.  Performances
are April 24-26, 30, May 1-3 at 8 p.m., with matinees April
27, May 3-4 at 2:15 p.m.  Tickets are $8 for general
admission, $6 for students and senior citizens. Group rates
are available. For tickets and other information call the
Collin Theatre Hotline at 972.881.5100 or visit us on the
web at www.collintheatrecenter.com. A TTY information
line for deaf patrons is available at 972.881.5117.
Performances on Sunday, April 27 at 2:15 p.m. and Friday,
May 2 at 8 p.m. will be sign-interpreted for patrons who
are Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing.

The Auteur Film Series, “Secrets, Deceptions and
Epiphanies: Fruit from the Cinematic Tree of Knowledge,”
will present “Sense and Sensibility” at 7 p.m., Thursday,
April 24, at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway, Plano. The event is free and open to the
public. Some content may not be suitable for all ages. For
more information, visit www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms.com.
 
The Collin College Chorale will present their spring
concert at 8 p.m., Monday, May 5, at the John Anthony
Theatre. The event is free.
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UTD schedules Transfer Expo for
Spring Creek Campus 
Students interested in transferring to The University of
Texas at Dallas (UTD) should mark down Wednesday,
April 2 on their calendars. 

UTD will host its Transfer Expo from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and
4:30-6:30 p.m., at the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. 

Transfer Expos provide an opportunity for transfer students
to learn more about and apply for admission to UTD.
Academic advisors from each UTD school will be available
to meet with students who apply at the event. 

For detailed advising, bring transcripts from all schools
attended. Participants will have their $50 application fee
waived with a submitted application for the summer 2008
and fall 2008 semesters.

Visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu for more information. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Quick Facts 
According to the US Census Bureau’s report, Maternity
Leave and Employment Patterns: 1961-2003, women are
more likely to work while pregnant than they were in the
1960’s. Two-thirds of women who had their first child from
2001 to 2003 worked during their pregnancy as compared
to 44 percent of women during the period from 1961 to
1965. Some other trends in womens’ work experience in
relation to the birth of their first child and maternity leave
patterns are presented below.
 
Women are now more likely to work longer into their
pregnancies; 80 percent who worked while pregnant in
2001 to 2003 worked one month or less before their first
child’s birth compared to 35 percent in 1961 to 1965.
 
Women are returning to work more rapidly after the birth of
their first child than they were in the 1960’s.  Fourteen
percent of new mothers in the early 1960’s had returned to
work within six months after giving birth, while 17
percent had returned to work within a year. In 2000 to
2002, the percentages were 55 percent and 64 percent,
respectively.1

 
·         In 2001 to 2003, 49 percent of first-time mothers

who worked during pregnancy used paid leave
before or after the birth of their child and 39
percent used unpaid leave.

 
·        Twenty-five percent of women quit their jobs; 17

percent while they were pregnant and another 8
percent by 12 weeks after the child’s birth.

 
·         Sixty percent of mothers with a bachelor’s degree

or higher received paid leave benefits compared to
39 percent of mothers with high school diploma
and 22 percent of mothers with less than high
school.

 
·         Eighty-three percent of mothers who worked during

pregnancy and returned to work within a year of
their child’s birth returned to the same employer.
Seven in 10 of these women returned to jobs at
the same pay, skill level and hours worked per
week.

 
1The analysis is restricted to women who gave birth by 2002, because
some women who gave birth in 2003 did not have one full  year of
employment data by the time of the interview in 2004.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/employment_occupations/011536.html

For more information, contact Nasreen Ahmad at
972.377.1610.  
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Music Review: She and Him 
By Mark Robinson
Cougar News Editor

She and Him
“She and Him: Volume 1”

The “she” in She and Him is Zooey Deschanel.
 
You might recognize the name from such films as Almost
Famous and The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.
Typically, the thought of an actor or actress transitioning to
a music career is scary. The difference between Deschanel
and Russell Crowe or Kevin Bacon is that the former is
very talented.
 
And it doesn’t hurt having the exceptional M. Ward (the
brainiac behind 2006’s Post-War) taking on the “Him” of
the equation. “She and Him: Volume 1” takes Deschanel’s
ability to melt eardrums with her lilting voice and Ward’s
ability to craft and produce a song, which creates a perfect
blend from acoustic pop (“Why Do You Let Me Stay Here?
”, 1960s Motown (“I Was Made For You,” “Sweet Darlin’”),
Don Ho doing a Beatles cover (“I Should’ve Known Better”)
and the twang and heartbreak of Tammy Wynette’s
backyard lamentations (“Change Is Hard,” “Got Me”).
 
Deschanel is an exceptional singer -- harnessing a
distinctive voice that is effortless and as warm and inviting
as freshly baked bread. Almost a throwback to the radio-
era swagger, Deschanel could lull Cerberus to sleep all the
while sounding like she could use a nap herself.
 
I don’t know how this stacks up against Jenny Lewis’ solo
work Rabbit Fur Coat, which Ward co-produced. More
eclectic, but still very smooth and a very solid effort.
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