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 Get your vote on: College hosts series of
politically-tinged events 
Constitution Day event ignites
dialogue. Debate Watch events
bring out issues for election
season.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Professor connects in Russia 
Don Weasenforth, professor in
English as a Second Language,
spent over a week in Russia this
past summer training teachers of
English. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
Tons of cool news and great
honors. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 SIFE sets its sites on local business 
New student organization makes
business its business.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
Mark down these dates and
attend. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Author Gilb highlights Hispanic Heritage
Month 
The marquee event for Collin College’s
Hispanic Heritage Month celebration is a
lecture by renowned writer Dagoberto
Gilb. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Transfer Tip 
Got advising? Get advising. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Break the stress, attend upcoming events 
Learn to cope with stress at a series of workshops
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at a campus near you. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Some more cool links to soothe the soul. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 The Write Way 
It's back. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Get your vote on: College hosts series
of politically-tinged events 

Collin College students, faculty and staff will have plenty
of opportunity to flex their political brains this voting
season.

At 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 17, the college will host its
annual Constitution Day event – an interactive
teleconference of Dr. Larry Sabato presenting “A More
Perfect Constitution.” The teleconference will be shown at
the Preston Ridge, Spring Creek and Central Park
campuses.

Dr. Sabato is a professor of politics, a political analyst and
director of the University of Virginia Center for Politics. The
event is free and open to the public, and the lecture will
include a question-and-answer session with Dr. Sabato.

In addition, as a means of educating everyone of the
issues this presidential election, the college will host three
Debate Watches.

All three presidential Debate Watches will be followed by a
moderated question-and-answer session and panel
discussion. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. The events is free and
open to the public.

They are scheduled for:

 8 p.m. – Friday, Sept. 26 – Preston Ridge Campus
Event Center.

 8 p.m. – Tuesday, Oct. 7 – Central Park Campus Pike
Hall

 8 p.m. – Wednesday, Oct. 15 – Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center.

The last day to register to vote for the 2008 presidential
election is Monday, Oct. 6 and early voting ensues
Monday, Oct. 20-Friday, Oct. 31. Election day is Tuesday,
Nov. 4.

For more information about voting, visit.
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections.

For more information about Constitution Day, visit
www.constitutioncenter.org/ConstitutionDay.

For more information about the Debate Watches and
Constitution Day, visit www.ccccd.edu/csce or call
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Professor Donald Weasenforth presents gifts
from Collin College to Dr. Anatoly Nikolayevich
Alexeev, president of Yakutsk State University

in Russia. Also pictured is George Gozzini from
George Washington University.  

HOME

September II 2008: 
Number 542

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

CougarWeb

View Credit Class Schedule

View Continuing Education Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

Cougarcast

In This Issue...

Get your vote on: College hosts
series of politically-tinged events 

Professor connects in Russia 

College News 

SIFE sets its sites on local business 

Campus Dates 

Author Gilb highlights Hispanic
Heritage Month 

Transfer Tip 

Break the stress, attend upcoming
events 

Cougar Links 

The Write Way 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Oct. 1. All

Professor connects in Russia 
Don Weasenforth,
professor in English
as a Second
Language, spent
over a week in
Yakutsk this past
summer training
teachers of English
from throughout the
Sakha Republic in
northeastern Russia. 

One of three
American professors invited to the first Yakut Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) Summer
Institute of English at Yakutsk State University,
Weasenforth facilitated several workshops focusing on the
use of instructional technologies in language teaching.

At the opening ceremony of the Summer Institute,
Weasenforth followed protocol by exchanging gifts with Dr.
Anatoly Nikolayevich Alexeev, president of Yakutsk State
University. Along with tokens of good will from Collin
College, Alexeev received an invitation from President Cary
Israel to visit Collin College.

Weasenforth also represented TexTESOL V, the local
affiliate of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other
Languages, at the Summer Institute. As past president of
TexTESOL V, he signed a formal agreement for the
partnership of TexTESOL V and Yakut TESOL. The
agreement entails collaboration on professional
development activities and teacher exchanges. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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College News 
Pearl McGregor, respiratory care student, was one of
400 students nation wide to receive a scholarship from
the Coca-Cola Two-Year Colleges Scholarship
Program. 

The Outstanding Professor Finalists for 2008 are:
Betsy Brody, professor of political science; Peggy
Brown, professor of English; Levi Bryant, professor
of philosophy; Paula Miller, professor of accounting;
and Donald Weasenforth, professor of
developmental English. The Outstanding Professor
will be announced in January.
 
Collin College’s associate of applied science degree
in biotechnology was granted program recognition
by the Texas Skill Standards Board (TSSB).  The
program is recognized for integrating into the
curriculum the Biotechnology and Biomedical Skill
Standards for Research, Development, and
Manufacturing. Collin College also received an
incentive check for $1,000 from the Texas State
Leadership Council which awards colleges that
successfully integrate TSSB recognized skill standards
into technical programs.
 
Collin College has been approved by Department of
Aging and Disability Services (DADS) to begin a
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) program. 

Former Collin College student Sarah Saunders was cast
to appear in Lifetime Television’s hit drama series “Army
Wives.” 
 
The college’s EMT program achieved a 90 percent
pass rate on the state exam.
 
Collin College’s business office received the Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal
Year ended August 31, 2007.  The Certificate was
awarded by the Government Finance Officers Association
of the United States and Canada.  Collin is the only
community college in Texas to have received the award for
11 consecutive years. 
 
Drs. Linda Qualia, Eric Yeager and Sharon Steele-
Blakeman will present at the Texas Association of Chief
Community College Student Affairs Administrators
(TACCCSAA) Conference at Midland College in
September. The title of the presentation is “The creation of
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a Behavioral Intervention Committee on a Community
College Campus.” 
 
The nursing department is one of nine programs selected
to participate in a national research study conducted by the
National League for Nursing, Laerdal and the American
Heart Association. The aim of the study is to examine
different approaches to learning Basic Life Support (BLS)
and Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS).  

Students, faculty and staff: Do you have news and
honors to share? E-mail them to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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SIFE sets its sites on local business 

In an attempt to define Collin College’s newest student
organizations – Students in Free Enterprise -- with some
mission statement, I thought their website said it in a most
succinct and clear manner:
 
“SIFE is an international organization that mobilizes
university students around the world to make a difference
in their communities while developing the skills to become
socially responsible business leader.”
 
The keywords are “mobilizes,” “students,” “difference,”
“community” and “leader.”
 
Those tend to be the words most used in an interview with
Tiffany Hartman, a Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
member. Hartman was a part of a macroeconomics course
taught by professor Clay Randall, in which SIFE was
initially researched. Enough interest on the student side
was shown and, thus, SIFE at Collin College was born.
 
Hartman said there are five key points in SIFE:
entrepreneurship, success skills, financial literacy, business
ethics and market economics.
 
No, SIFE is not just for finance or business majors. The
group is just as much about community service and one of
the major projects in the works spans everything from
accounting, history and the sciences.
 
The plan is to team up with a local industry – for example,
at a local farm that grows and vends its own wares – and
develop additional curriculum for a local fourth grade class
to show every aspect of the business world. This includes
history, the science behind the product, the means of, say,
picking, packaging and shipping fruit and all the economics
in between.
 
This comprehensive look at a simple piece of fruit,
according to Hartman, shows the fourth grader how much
goes into many of the products and services that are often
taken for granted.
 
Hartman said SIFE is already diverse with education,
finance, speech and English majors involved and working.
 
“It’s important to be involved and know what’s going on,”
she said. “It’s opening their eyes to the world around them,
to the global and local economy.”
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Other planned projects include petitioning local business
owners about problems they face and brainstorming
adequate and efficient resolutions and writing a business
plan to that effect.
 
For more information, visit the SIFE website at
www.sife.org or e-mail Hartman at
thartman@cougarmail.ccccd.edu or faculty sponsor Randall
at Crandall@ccccd.edu.
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Campus Dates 
The Collin College Auteur Film Series will begin its 2008-
09 series with the screening of “Under the Same Moon,” at
7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 16. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center, 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway in Plano. Seating is limited. Some material
may not be suitable for all audiences. “Under the Same
Moon” is rated PG-13 and run 106 minutes. “Under the
Same Moon” is presented in conjunction with Hispanic
Heritage Month. As with all the screenings, the film will be
followed by a panel discussion led by Collin College faculty
and staff. For more information about the Auteur Film
Series, visit www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr.
Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu. 

At 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 17, the college will host its
annual Constitution Day event – an interactive
teleconference of Dr. Larry Sabato presenting “A More
Perfect Constitution.” The teleconference will be shown at
the Preston Ridge, Spring Creek and Central Park
campuses. Dr. Sabato is a professor of politics, a political
analyst and director of the University of Virginia Center for
Politics. The event is free and open to the public, and the
lecture will include a question-and-answer session with Dr.
Sabato. For more information about Constitution Day, visit
www.constitutioncenter.org/ConstitutionDay. For more
information, visit www.ccccd.edu/csce or call 972.881.5900.

Collin College and the Texas Historical Commission are
teaming up to present a workshop for those interested in
conducting and recording oral histories pertaining to World
War II. The event is titled “Here and There: Recollections
of Texas in World War II" and is set from 9 a.m.-noon,
Saturday, Sept. 20, at the Preston Ridge Campus
Founder’s Hall, Room, F148, located at 9700 Wade Blvd.
in Frisco. The workshop is free and open to the public.
Seating is limited and registration is required. For more
information or to register, contact William McWhorter, of the
Texas Historical Commission, at 512.463.5833, Lisa Roy-
Davis at 972.578.5511 or visit www.thc.state.tx.us. 

Collin College art faculty will be the center of attention at
THE ARTS gallery Monday, Sept. 22-Saturday, Oct. 4.
“Exhibition 1: the faculty” is an annual exhibition at the
gallery, which features 2D and 3D art work from painting
and drawing to printmaking, ceramics, sculpture,
photography, graphic design and small metals – all from
Collin College faculty. A reception for the show is
scheduled for 6 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 24 at the gallery.
 THE ARTS gallery hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8
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p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For
more information about this show or future shows, visit the
gallery’s website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873.

Hispanic Films, a day-long slate of films from and
featuring Hispanic themes and characters, will be from 9
a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, Sept. 26, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. Films include: Cautiva, The Salt of the
Earth, The Motorcycle Diaries, Strawberry and Chocolate
and Innocent Voices.

Collin College will host three presidential Debate Watches
will be followed by a moderated question-and-answer
session and panel discussion. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
The events is free and open to the public. They are
scheduled for:

8 p.m. – Friday, Sept. 26 – Preston Ridge Campus Event
Center.

8 p.m. – Tuesday, Oct. 7 – Central Park Campus Pike
Hall.

8 p.m. – Wednesday, Oct. 15 – Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. 
For more information about Constitution Day, visit
www.constitutioncenter.org/ConstitutionDay. For more
information, visit www.ccccd.edu/csce or call 972.881.5900.

In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, the college will host
renowned writer Dagoberto Gilb noon, Wednesday, Oct.
1, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center in
Plano. Gilb is the author of such celebrated works such as
Winners on the Pass Line, The Magic of Blood, The Last
Known Residence of Mickey Acuña, Woodcuts of Women
and Gritos. Recently he edited Hecho en Tejas: An
Anthology of Texas Mexican Literature (2006). He has won
a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship and the
PEN/Hemingway Award.

Counseling Services is hosting a series of stress-busting
events for Collin College students. The events are set for
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7, at the Preston
Ridge Campus; noon-12:45 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 8, at
the Spring Creek Campus; and 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 9, at the Central Park Campus. Contact
Pam Love-White at 972.548.6615 or e-mail plove-
white@ccccd.edu or contact Counseling Services at
972.881.5126.

The Respiratory Care program will be presenting four
information sessions for the fall 2008 semester. They are
scheduled for 1-2:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 2, at the Preston
Ridge Campus, Room L249; 2-3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct.
8, at the Central Park Campus, Room E210; 6:30-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, Oct. 14, at the Spring Creek Campus, Room
I202; and 1-3:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 20, at the Spring
Creek Campus, Room H228. The sessions will provide a
general overview of the Respiratory profession, admission
criteria, career options, course sequence and prerequisites.
Visit their website at www.ccccd.edu/rcp.
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In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, a Salsa Dance Class
is set for noon-1 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7, at the Spring
Creek Campus Atrium.

A Hispanic Heritage Reading is set for 1:30-2:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Oct. 7, at the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. It
will include readings by students and faculty of Hispanic
poetry and prose.

In conjunction with the Collin College Student Animators
Workshop, the series will present “Shorts!,” a series of
short films which support the series’ theme of The
Compleat Stranger: At Home Away From Home with the
Immigrant Figure in Film. “Shorts!” is set for 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 8, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and seating is limited.
Some material may not be suitable for all audiences. As
with all the screenings, the film will be followed by a panel
discussion led by Collin College faculty and staff. For more
information about the Auteur Film Series, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at
cperry@ccccd.edu.

Collin College will present Fair Trade Day at the Spring
Creek Campus atrium from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in conjunction
with the “Sugar Babies” documentary screening and visit
with the film’s producer later in the month.

Collin College will host a free screening of the
documentary “The Sugar Babies,” at 7 p.m., Tuesday,
Oct. 14, in the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.

Collin College will host the producer of the documentary
“Sugar Babies” Dr. Claudia Chiesi for a breakfast
reception and conversation at 9 a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 15,
at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. For more
information, contact Juanita Austin at 972.881.5721.

The 2008 Book-in-Common program will feature the
memoir All Souls by Michael Patrick MacDonald. The
author will host lectures and book signings at 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 12, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center and at 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 13, at
the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center. Also, MacDonald
will host a writer’s workshop at 10 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 13,
at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Events
are free and open to the public. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/bookincommon.
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Author Gilb highlights Hispanic Heritage
Month 
The marquee event for Collin
College’s Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration is a lecture by renowned
writer Dagoberto Gilb.
 
He will speak at noon, Wednesday, Oct. 1, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center. The event is free and
open to the public.
 
Gilb is the author of such celebrated works such as
Winners on the Pass Line, The Magic of Blood, The Last
Known Residence of Mickey Acuña, Woodcuts of Women
and Gritos. Recently he edited Hecho en Tejas:  An
Anthology of Texas Mexican Literature.  He has won a
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship and the
PEN/Hemingway Award. Gilb currently serves as professor
of creative writing at Texas State University.
 
Other Hispanic Heritage Month events include:

·         Hispanic Heritage Art Exhibition
Friday, Sept. 19-Tuesday, Sept. 30
Spring Creek Campus Library
Artifacts and art work from the Hispanic
world will be on display.

·         Hispanic Films
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, Sept. 26
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center
A day-long slate of films from and featuring
Hispanic themes and characters. Films
include: Cautiva, The Salt of the Earth,
The Motorcycle Diaries, Strawberry and
Chocolate and Innocent Voices.

·         Salsa Dance Class
Noon-1 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7
Spring Creek Campus Atrium
Salsa dance lessons hosted by Becky
Pardue.

·         Hispanic Heritage Reading
1:30-2:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7
Spring Creek Campus Atrium
Readings by students and faculty of
Hispanic poetry and prose.

For more information about these events, contact professor
Linda Sears at lsears@ccccd.edu.  
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Transfer Tip 
Collin College has academic advisors who are trained to
help you define your short- and long-term goals. They can
help you make the right decisions about which courses to
take when you are preparing to transfer and can help you
interpret college and universities requirements. Getting help
from Collin College academic advisors in addition to
making contacts at your transfer school is the best way to
make your transition as painless as possible.
 
For more information, call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu.
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Break the stress, attend upcoming
events 
According to the American College Health Association,
stress is the number one challenge facing college
students.  While we cannot rid ourselves of stress, we can
successfully manage and reduce stress so that we do not
become overwhelmed.

Counseling Services and Student Life will present some
antidotes for stress during the month of October. Each
campus event will incorporate a panel presentation on
nutrition, exercise and coping skills as well as offer a
variety of stress-reducing activities to experience first hand.

-- 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7, Preston Ridge
Campus Event Center
-- Noon-1:15 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 8, Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center
-- 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 9, Central Park
Campus Pike Hall 
 
For more information, contact Pam Love-White at
972.548.6615 or plove-white@ccccd.edu or Counseling
Services at 972.881.5126.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu.
 
Mindset List
For today’s college student, it’s almost like a different
world.
 
'Scoot over, drivers'
Buy scooter stock.

The Perfect Library
One-hundred and ten books you need.
 
‘The Archive’
The world’s largest record (yes, vinyl) is for sale. Only 17
percent of his entire collection is available on CD.
 
Summoning of a Spontaneous Memory
Scientists observe brain cell bringing back a memory.
Professor Dumbledore then puts the memory in the
pensieve.
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The Write Way 
“A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a

paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same reason
that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines and a

machine no unnecessary parts.”
 ~ William Strunk Jr., The Elements of Style

“Substitute ‘damn’ every time you're inclined to write ‘very’;
your editor will

delete it, and the writing will be just as it should be.”
 ~ Mark Twain, author and humorist (1835-1910)

In exasperation, President Franklin Roosevelt threw out the
following 1942 blackout order:  “Such preparations shall be
made as will completely obscure all Federal buildings and
non-Federal buildings occupied by the Federal government
during an air raid for any period of time from visibility by
reason of internal or external illumination.”  In protest to the
order’s wordiness and vagueness, the president ordered its
immediate replacement, to wit:  “In buildings where they
have to keep the work going, put something across the
windows." 

Because achieving clarity is the primary aim of college
writing, the promise of upcoming writing assignments
brings these writers’ sage advice to this column.  The
prevalence of long-winded, meaningless, pretentious clutter
in reports and essays (the ‘deadwood” of writing) suggests
that many new (and returning) students have not given
much thought to the importance of clear writing, thinking as
they are wont to do that writing a first draft along with a
click of the grammar and spell check tab completes the
writing assignment.  Experience informs us otherwise,
however.  Carelessness, laziness, minimum word
requirements, attempts to mask weak knowledge, and
attempts to “sound” more sophisticated are among the
primary causes leading to the non-substantial writing style
that Strunk, Twain, and Roosevelt railed against. 

What can you as a new or returning college writer look for
as you write and revise your work?  Well, for one thing,
eliminate all words that serve no function.  You see,
conciseness beats wordiness without taking anything
substantive from the discussion.  To address Twain’s
abhorrence of the word “very,” a weak intensifier, we can
substitute “the character was very tired and fell asleep”
with this: “Exhausted, the character fell into a deep sleep.” 
To use another example, just how do we measure the
difference of being “very rich” with being “rich”?  Mature
language skills do not depend on weak intensifiers.

 Following is a list of other weak intensifiers that should
force you to seek better options and simplify your prose
because they do not describe adequately any action or
word with a quantifying degree of intensity. Occasionally, of
course, they may serve a purpose; typically, however, they
are among the most overused and irrelevant words in our
language:  
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actually
basically

completely
definitely
entirely

flatly
great

greatly
highly

immensely
incredibly
interesting

kind of
mostly
nice

pretty
really

so
sort of
totally

tremendous
truly

virtually
(and by virtue of)

 

Moreover, straightforward language is NOT simplistic
language. Why fill your pages with meaningless words
when only precise, concise diction can convey the
complexities of your thinking, experiences, discoveries, and
uniqueness? Educated audiences recognize and
appreciate honest and precise language. The simplest,
most direct way of saying something, in other words, is
always the best way.  At college level in particular, you
should eliminate the following examples of clutter to gain
an immediate and powerful effect in writing.  You’ll gain
better vocabulary, too, as a result of eliminating wordiness
and vagueness.

For enhanced readability, the following list of expressions
omits italics.  How can you improve the list (even if it
means eliminating some expressions altogether)? 

a lot, lots (and never
alot) in the nature of

a must in today's modern world

as previously stated in
the introduction in today's society (or world)

as you can see from the
above in view of the foregoing

be there it is certain that

by means of it is obvious that

by virtue of the fact that it is often the case that

came to the realization
that it seems like

concerning the matter of make a determination (or
recommendation) as to
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due to the fact that needless to say

during the course of point in fact

for the purpose of point in time

for the reason that rarely ever

for the simple reason
that regardless of the fact that

he is of the opinion that relating to the subject

hopefully the reason being is because

in my opinion until such time as

in our society (or world)
today well aware

in the event that whole new

in the final analysis with regards to this matter

In addition, you should eliminate all expressions including
expletives (“it is obvious,” “there are differences”),
especially those expletives announcing your intentions (“It
should be observed,” “It should be noted,” “It should be
pointed out”).  The same goes for expressions describing
your thoughts and opinions.  Your drawing attention to
yourself  unnecessarily detracts from the written work.

You can find a list of other common expletives in your
English handbook.  Using them in everyday speech is one
thing, to spread them throughout your writing another. 
Because they are tedious expressions leading to dull
writing, taking the time to replace them with genuine
subjects and active verbs will offer immediate benefits and
improved grades.

Clearly, then, revision is part of writing, and writing is hard
work even for the most skilled among us. Few sentences
come out perfectly the first time we write them.  Still, with
time, practice, and will, each one of us can identify our
writing weaknesses and learn to correct them.

The next column will continue the discussion of achieving
clarity and maturity in your writing through the elimination
of euphemisms, redundancies, clichés, passive voice, and
jargon.  Eventually, the column will cover grammatical
problems such as sentence structure and agreement that
also lead to unclear messages.

As always, I welcome suggestions from students, staff, and
faculty for these monthly columns and shall try to use their
contributions in future columns. Should you have a topic
you’d like discussed here, please write me at
jmiller@ccccd.edu. You may also telephone me at
972.881.5981.  Students wishing improved writing skills will
find useful links to a dozen or so English grammar sites at
http://iws.ccccd.edu/jmiller/jmiller.htm.
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