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 Collin College faculty member named Piper
Professor for second straight year 
Highest honor for professor comes to Collin
College for fifth time. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 The final frontier: Collin College students
gets spaced out at NASA 
Aerospace Scholars take in NASA.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Registration for Maymester, summer
continues 
Registration for Maymester and all three summer
semesters is ongoing as students are packing in credit
hours into their schedule. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
More awards, accolades and good news. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Job search seminar set for May 1 
Free seminar will provide an overview of the job search
process and will present keys to organizing the search,
researching both career and work goals, refining a
resume and preparing for an interview.  
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Continuing Education offers sustainable
living classes 
Learn to live a Greener life.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Book-in-Common unveils its 2009 selection 
New book dabbles in the death of Edgar Allen Poe. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
You won't believe how interesting Cougar Links is
this month.
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[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Some dates to wind down the spring semester.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Student Health 101 
Get your head and body right.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Cougar Sports Corner 

Men's, women's tennis teams punch ticket to national
tourneys.

[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Dr. Peggy Brown
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Collin College faculty member named
Piper Professor for second straight year

For the second straight year, a Collin
College professor has been named a
Piper professor by the Minnie
Stevens Piper Foundation.
 
Dr. Peggy Brown, professor of
English and Humanities, is the 2009
honoree following Dr. Rosemary
Karr, professor of developmental
mathematics, who received the
distinguished honor in 2008. Dr.
Brown is one of 15 professors
statewide to be honored. She is also
the fifth Piper Professor to have taught at Collin College.
The award comes with a $5,000 honorarium and a gold
pin.
 
“We are extremely proud of Dr. Brown’s achievement and
believe that it is indicative of the quality professors at Collin
College,” said Dr. J. Robert Collins, chair of the Collin
College Board of Trustees. “She is an inspiration and is
deserving of this honor.” 
 
Dr. Brown, of Plano, has taught at Collin College for 22
years. She earned her bachelor and master of arts degrees
from The University of Texas at Dallas (UT-Dallas). In
1990, she completed her doctorate in the arts and
humanities with a focus in translation from UT-Dallas.
 
“Dr. Brown’s finest qualities are exhibited in the classroom
where she applauds the inquiring mind and takes time to
listen and provide individual attention to the student,” said
Collin College President Cary Israel. “She truly cherishes
the privilege of teaching the leaders of tomorrow.” 
 
Dr. Brown wants to inspire individuals who are thinking
about or are undertaking higher education as a non-
traditional student—much as she did. Dr. Brown began
studying at a community college at age 32 after her fourth
child was born. Fifteen years later, she completed her
doctorate.
 
“I encourage others who come late to education that they,
too, can reach much higher than they ever imagined. They
can dissolve ceilings and survive change,” Dr. Brown said.
“You will need to have the courage to act when you see
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what is right for you.”
 
Dr. Brown has presented around the nation in addition to a
number of activities in the Collin County community. In
November 2008, she chaired a day-long Best Practices
Workshop for Collin County middle school and high school
English teachers. She also planned and conducted a
workshop for Plano ISD English teachers featuring Dr. Tine
Reimers of Cornell University. At Collin College, she has
served on and chaired a number of committees.
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The final frontier: Collin College
students gets spaced out at NASA 

An Aerospace Scholar works on his group project
during a visit to the NASA Johnson Space Center.

Twelve Collin College students are going where most other
college have never gone before.
 
The dozen students – plus professors Greg Sherman and
Tom Mobley – visited NASA Johnson Space Center for
three days as part of the Community College Aerospace
Scholars program sponsored by the Texas Legislature and
NASA.
 
This opportunity will provide a hands-on project featuring
engineering career possibilities for math, science,
technology and engineering community college students.
 
Collin College representatives were: Jeanette Baillie,
Alexandria Bradley, Joseph Coleman, Landon Elfenbein,
Yacob Getachew, Jeremy Jennings, Vincent Nguyen, John
Reitzer-Smith, Kyle Roberds, Michael Stelzenmuller, Jason
Wade and Ying Yan Yang.
 
According to Mobley, part of the program includes a team
project in which students work as contractors to design a
new technology to sell to NASA and present their product
to judges. Also, students heard guest speakers including
astronauts and rocket scientists.
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Also, the students toured mission control, the training
areas for astronauts and other parts of the Johnson Space
Center.
 
Mobley added that as an Aerospace Scholar, the students
can “get their foot in the door” in terms of employment at
NASA because the nation’s space program is prone to
hiring former Aerospace Scholars if a position is open.
 
For more information, visit the Aerospace Scholar program
webpage.
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Registration for Maymester, summer
continues 
Registration for Maymester and all three summer
semesters is ongoing as students are packing in credit
hours into their schedule.
 
Maymester runs Monday, May 18-Tuesday, June 2.
Registration for Maymester ends Monday, May 18.      
 
Summer I and III classes begin Monday, June 8. Summer
II classes begin Monday, July 13. 
 
Registration at Collin College can be done through
CougarWeb. Students can find a log-in button to
CougarWeb at the college’s website or go directly to
http://cougarweb.ccccd.edu. Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777.
 
Through CougarWeb, registration is available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Students can also view the latest
version of e-schedule outside of the portal at
www.ccccd.edu/schedules.html. However, they will need to
log into CougarWeb to register.

The college accepts VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit
cards online. Personal checks are accepted in person or
over the web using the college’s secure Webcheck
program.
 
For more information about registration and admissions,
visit www.ccccd.edu/gettingstarted/register. For more
general information, visit the college website at
www.ccccd.edu or call 1.877.COLLIN1.
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College News 
The winners of the eighth annual Collin College Talent
Show were: Shelbey MacKay, first place; Phillip Le,
second place; Shawna and Bailey Murphy, third place;
and Cri Crow, Audience Favorite.

Jennifer O'Loughlin-Brooks, professor of
psychology, received the Society for the
Teaching of Psychology Wayne Weiten
Teaching Excellence Award.

Collin Small Business Development Center
(SBDC) was chosen as one of two centers
representing the North Texas SBDC at
Texas SBDC Day in Austin April 19. 

Collin College’s Weekend College, culinary arts, Career
Services and teacher certification programs were
highlighted in an April 28 article in The Dallas Morning
News about Baby Boomers recareering. See the article
here.

Collin College’s Alpha Mu Tau chapter of Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society won several awards at its national
convention April 16-18 in Grapevine. Daniel Sanabria was
named a Distinguished Officer, one of only 30 in the
society; advisor Angela Putman received the Paragon
Award for Advisors, given to the top 30 advisors in PTK;
the Alpha Mu Tau chapter received the Service Hallmark
Award to the top 30 chapters based on service, and the
Beta Alpha Continued Excellence Award.

The Teacher Certification Program was featured in an
April edition of the Wall Street Journal. The article was
about community colleges taking the lead in helping older
adults find new careers.

Professor of biology Chris
Doumen and student Helen Zhu’s
article “Identification of a
cytoplasmic manganese superoxide
dismutase (cMnSOD) in the red
swamp crawfish Procambarus
clarkii: cDNA cloning and tissue
expression” was published in the
April 2009 edition of the
international journal Zoological
Science. Zhu also prepared the
artwork for the journal’s cover.
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Collin College’s Student Government Association won
three awards at the Texas Junior College Student
Government Association Convention in Austin, April 2-5.
SGA won Best Event of the Year for its “Style Glamour
Attitude” event, second place for Best Essay and was
named the Vice President School for Region II. 

The Prosper Press featured an article about dual credit
courses with Collin College as its front page lead story
April 8. Collin College will be offering English and
economics in fall 2009 and English and government
classes in spring 2010 at Prosper High School, the first
time any dual credit classes have been offered in Prosper.

Jim Sigona, men’s basketball coach, was
named the North Texas Junior College
Athletic Conference Coach of the Year. This
is his fourth NTJCAC Coach of the Year win.

Collin College’s Students In Free Enterprise
(SIFE) won the Rookie of the Year Award
and was named a Regional Champion in the
2-Year Division at the 52-team Dallas Regional
Competition April 3. SIFE is now headed to Philadelphia
May 10-13 to compete against the other 15 regional
champions in SIFE's National Exposition. 

Sonja Andrus, Margaret Gonzales, Gordon O’Neal and
Martha Tolleson, professor of English, presented a panel
discussion on "The Changing Face and Place of Two Year
Colleges in English Studies" at the Conference on College
Composition and Communication in San Francisco, March
10-15.

Glenda Strange, child development lab coordinator, has
been selected as the Collin County Association for the
Education of Young Children's 2009 Trainer of the Year.

A publication from the National Science Foundation (NSF)
highlights Collin College’s Convergence Technology
Center as one of the Advanced Technological Education
Centers sponsored by NSF.
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Job search seminar set for May 1 
Collin College is hosting a seminar for those seeking a
new job.
 
“Job Search Strategies: Planning to Succeed” is scheduled
for 1-3 p.m., Friday, May 1, at the Spring Creek Campus,
Room H224. The event is free and open to the public.
 
This interactive seminar, presented by Lydia Gober,
director of Collin College’s Career Services and Student
Employment, will provide an overview of the job search
process and will present keys to organizing the search,
researching both career and work goals, developing and
refining a resume, and preparing for an interview. 
 
There will be opportunity to practice techniques for these
processes. Participants may bring a resume as reference
during the seminar. 
 
The seminar is sponsored by Collin College’s Career
Services and Student Employment and Counseling
Services.
 
Call 972.881.5781 or 972.881.5126 or e-mail
tdanner@ccccd.edu with a name, e-mail or phone and
number of attendees to reserve a space.
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Continuing Education offers sustainable
living classes 
Collin College’s Continuing Education division understands
its role as a supporter of a Green, sustainable community.
 
Starting in May, Continuing Education will host its new
Center for Sustainability, a series of classes to help
individuals become more environmentally literate and to
employ environmentally, economically and socially
sustainable practices.
 
The classes include:
         ·         Green Home Renovation
         ·         Reduce Your Carbon Footprint
         ·         Landscaping With Native Plants
         ·         Home Energy Conservation
         ·         Green Cleaning Practices
         ·         Renewable Water Design
         ·         Green Marketing
         ·         Sustainable Landscape Practices
         ·         Green Transportation Options.

The first class starts Tuesday, May 12 and the series runs
through August.
 
The classes run from seven hours to 12 hours and are
offered at night. Cost for each class is between $59-79. All
classes will be at the Courtyard for Professional and
Economic Development, 4800 Preston Park Blvd., in
Plano.  
 
For more information, call 972.599.3117 or visit
www.ccccd.edu/ce.
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Book-in-Common unveils its 2009
selection 
The 2009-10 Book-in-Common was announced at a kick-
off event April 28.
 
This year’s book that a lot of students and faculty will be
reading is The Poe Shadow by Matthew Pearl.
 
It’s considered “literary fiction.” Pearl takes poet-author
Edgar Allen Poe’s actual death in 1849 and weaves a
complex and intriguing mystery out of some fake details
about his death and the circumstances around it.
 
Set mainly in mid-19th century Baltimore, The Poe Shadow
not only shoulders up to literary themes but also to
historical (slavery), societal (the burgeoning of the big
cities in the east) and psychological themes of the times
and also of Poe’s narratives.
 
Delores Zumwalt, co-chair of the Book-in-Common
committee, said the cross-disciplinary potential for The
Poe Shadow is vast.
 
“Our goal for the Book-in-Common Program is always to
generate participation in the program from faculty and
students across the disciplines. This is always a central
concern to the committee as we preview and ultimately
select a book each year,” Zumwalt said. “We believe that
The Poe Shadow, a detective story grounded in the
mysterious death and final days of Edgar Allan Poe, will
appeal to disciplines as diverse as the health sciences (the
forensic mystery--what caused Poe's death?), the social
sciences (drug awareness; theories related to death and
dying), the fine arts (film and theater associated with Poe's
literary works), history (issues associated with the Victorian
era), culinary arts (food and culinary habits of the
Victorians) and more.”   
 
Zumwalt said that the book is especially poignant because
2009 marks the 200th anniversary of Poe’s birth.
 
Pearl is a best-selling writer including The Dante Club and
the latest, The Last Dickens. Pearl graduated
FROM Harvard University and Yale Law School. He has
taught literature and creative writing at Harvard University
and Emerson College, and has been a visiting lecturer in
law and literature at Harvard Law School. In addition, he’s
written op-eds on literature and culture for The New York
Times and The Wall Street Journal.
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This is the fourth year for the Book-in-Common program.
It has grown each time. Previous Books-in-Common
include Daniel Wallace’s Big Fish, Luong Ung’s harrowing
memoir First They Killed My Father and last year’s All
Souls, a memoir by Michael Patrick MacDonald.
 
“Last year a number of faculty asked that we select a work
of fiction for 2009, so we did focus exclusively on
fiction during the selection process,” Zumwalt said. “The
Poe Shadow was among the first books the committee
previewed, and most of us liked it immediately.”
 
This year’s program includes a visit from Pearl at the
Spring Creek, Preston Ridge and Central Park campuses,
in addition to a writer’s workshop. The public lecture
schedule is:
 

7 p.m. - Wednesday, Oct. 14 - Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center
2:30 p.m. – Thursday, Oct. 15 – Central Park
Campus Conference Center
7 p.m. - Thursday, Oct. 15 - Preston Ridge Campus
Event Center
10 a.m. – Friday, Oct. 16 – Spring Creek Campus --
Writer's Workshop

“In addition to the Collin College community, we continue
to reach out to local high schools, libraries, and  book
clubs with invitations to participate in our Book-in-Common
activities,” Zumwalt said. “As we build upon the success of
this program each year, we are consistently gratified by
the positive impact we see it make in our students.  Last
year, many were moved by the life story of Michael Patrick
MacDonald, and they became engaged in the historical
and political issues that emerged from his story.  Perhaps
the most important impact of this program is the interaction
students enjoy with the author before and after the public
lecture.”
 
For more information about the Book-in-Common program,
visit www.ccccd.edu/bookincommon.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu.
 
Down economy drives many to classrooms
"My only chance is to go back to school," she recalls
deciding. "I've got to do this, and that's it."
 
Sand in your shoes
“A tiny work of art.”
 
Stress – not TV – rots the brain
“The hypothalamus, it turns out, is an excitable drama
queen …”
 
Keys to a better interview
Things you may be doing that you don’t know you’re doing.
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Campus Dates 
The Honors Institute is hosting a showcase of research
projects from 2-4 p.m., Friday, May 1, at the Spring Creek
Campus atrium. Honors students will be on hand to
discuss their projects and research. The event is free and
open to the public.

Collin College applied graphic design students’ work will be
on display at an upcoming show at THE ARTS gallery.
“Energy 4” is the annual exhibition featuring graphic
design, 2D and 3D animation, web-interactive media, game
art and digital video. It will run through Saturday, May 9.
The gallery is located at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800
E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano. THE ARTS gallery
hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more
information about this show or future shows, visit the
gallery’s website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873. 

Collin Theatre Center closes their 2008-2009 season with
the comedy Don Juan in Chicago, by David Ives.
Performances are set for 8 p.m., May 1 - 2 and May 6 – 9,
and 2:15 p.m., May 3, 9 - 10 at 2:15pm., at the Black Box
Theatre at the Spring Creek Campus. Don Juan is a
handsome, rich, sexually naïve nobleman in 16th-century
Spain obsessed with discovering the meaning of life. Afraid
he won't have time to find it, Don Juan calls up the Devil
and cuts a deal that grants him immortality ... as long as
Don Juan seduces a different woman every day. The story
continues four hundred years later, where Don Juan
grapples with the sexual mores of contemporary urban
America.  Tickets are $8 general admission and $6 for
students and senior citizens. This show contains adult
situations, as well as comedic discussion of sexuality and
religion. This play is not recommended for children. The
May 3 and May 8 performances are sign interpreted for our
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing patrons. Contact the Collin
Theatre Hotline at 972.881.5100 or visit
www.collintheatrecenter.com. 

The Speech 1321 class will host its annual Business and
Professional Expo from 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, May 6, at
the Spring Creek Campus atrium. Attendees are
considered “potential investors” and are given fake money
and listen to short investment pitches by speech
communication students. Students in Free Enterprise and
local businesses also will be at the event.

The “Splendors of Spring” Star Party has been re-
scheduled to 9-11 p.m., Thursday, May 7, at the Preston
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Ridge Campus. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/physics or e-mail Dr. Christian Aars at
caars@ccccd.edu. 

Collin College humanities students will host their spring
2009 exhibit from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, May 8, in the
Spring Creek Campus atrium. The exhibit will include
music, photography, poetry and other visual art by
Humanities 1301 students. Refreshments will be served
between 2-4 p.m.

Collin College's commencement ceremony is 7 p.m.,
Thursday, May 14, at The University of Texas at Dallas. 

Registration for Maymester, Summer I, II and III
continues through the first day of class for each session.
Maymester starts Monday, May 18. Summer I and III
classes begin Monday, June 8. Summer II classes begin
Monday, July 13.  Registration at Collin College can be
done through CougarWeb. Students can find a log-in
button to CougarWeb at the college’s website or go directly
to http://cougarweb.ccccd.edu. Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777.
Through CougarWeb, registration is available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Students can also view the latest
version of e-schedule outside of the portal at
www.ccccd.edu/schedules.html. However, they will not be
able to register until they log into CougarWeb. For more
information about registration and admissions, visit
www.ccccd.edu/aro/registration.htm. For more general
information, visit the college website at www.ccccd.edu or
call 1.877.COLLIN1.

The Texas All-Star Jazz Camp 2009 is set from Sunday-
Friday, July 19-24, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. Special guest artists include Bill
Holman and Gregg Bissonette. Students 13 years or older
with at least one year of study on their instrument are
welcome to apply. Tuition is $265 and $310 with lunch. For
more information, contact Kris Berg at 972.881.5108 or e-
mail him at kberg@ccccd.edu.
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Cougar Sports Corner 
Cougars sweep Region V championships
For the 20th year in a row, the Collin College Men’s
Tennis Team won the NJCAA Division I Region V Tennis
Championships, and this year they did it in style.
 
The Cougars did not lose a single match.  
 
Against Temple College, freshman Matt Davis struggled a
bit in his first set against Igor Ozegovic winning it in a tie-
break 9-7, but, in spite of incurring a sprained knee on set
point, he took the second set 6-3.
 
Freshman Pablo Haza also struggled to overcome Michael
Smathers, but he ultimately prevailed by a score of 5-7, 7-
6, 10-5. Sophomore Jordan Vicain, of Allen, at number two
doubles in place of the injured Davis, helped the Cougars
swept all three doubles matches handily.
 
In the deciding match on Saturday afternoon, the Cougars
went up against the New Mexico Military Institute, who had
lost a very close dual match against Temple that morning.
Beginning with singles, the Collin College men won five
matches in a row, which sewed up the Region V trophy
and made the doubles unnecessary.
 
The Cougars will play in the NJCAA Men’s National Tennis
Championships at the Collin College tennis complex at the
Spring Creek Campus from Monday, May 11-Friday, May
15.
 
Lady Cougars win Region V tourney
At the Collin College tennis complex, the Lady Cougars
swept all three of their dual matches, to take the NJCAA
Division I Region V Tennis Championships for the fourth
year in a row. The Lady Cougars soundly defeated the
North Central Texas College Lions, 7-2, losing only at line
two singles and line three doubles.
 
The Collin College women continued their winning ways
with a decisive victory over the New Mexico Military
Institute, 8-1. They wrapped up the Region V trophy as
they trounced the Temple College women’s team by a
score of 6-3, sweeping the doubles and losing only at
flights one, two and three singles.
 
The Lady Cougars will play in the NJCAA Women’s
National Tennis Championships, Saturday, May 2-
Thursday, May 7.
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