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 College kicks off State Employee Charitable
Campaign 
Campaign sets goal of $25,000 for
scholarships. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 College slates Hispanic Heritage Month
events 
Mark these dates down and take time to
relish in what the Hispanic community
has given us.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Continuing education offers new programs 
Fashion illustrator, solar installer training and
others highlight newest offerings.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Distinguished Speaker Series returns 
Series of "Innovation" begins with
lecture from probiotics scholar.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Top 10: Ways to be liked in a job interview 
It's a tough job market ... so
market yourself better.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 College honors Constitution Day 
Event features simulcast lecture, discussion about famed
document that molded the United States. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Much to do, so little time. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Writing center at Spring Creek Campus
expands hours 
Plus, new opportunity for ESL or
developmental English students is
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available for fall semester. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Cougar Links 
The Internet is a fun, interesting place. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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semi-monthly. For information or
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College kicks off State Employee
Charitable Campaign 
This year, Collin College celebrates 25 years of service to
the community through education and training. Because so
many students struggle to afford a college education, this
silver anniversary focuses on raising money for student
scholarships.
 
Ready to change a life?
Collin College employees can help a student work towards
his or her dream of a college education through a
charitable gift to the Collin College Foundation (agency
code 283615), now part of the State Employee Charitable
Campaign. The college campaign goal is $25,000 pledged
by Oct. 31. In order to reach our goal, we need every
employee to join together in supporting this effort at each
individual’s comfort level.
 
With help, more students can be awarded the scholarships
they need to attend Collin College. During this campaign,
Cougar News and CougarWeb will feature stories about
Collin College students whose lives were forever changed
by the scholarships they received.

·         Collin College Foundation received more than 700
applications for the 2009-10 academic year.
However, they were only able to offer awards to
304 students. That means that 57 percent who
applied were turned away because of insufficient
scholarship funds.

·         Enrollment for fall has hit record numbers with
24,872 credit students, up 18.4 percent over fall
2008.
Support of the Collin College Foundation,
combined with the support of others, can help the
Foundation assist more students as enrollment and
scholarship need continue to increase. 

 
Gift Levels
Your gift makes a difference. Here’s how you can help
through the convenience of payroll deduction:

·         Kitten level- One-time $25 gift 
·         Cat level - $25 per month
·         Cub level - $50 per month
·         Cougar level - $100 per month

Donations in any amount are appreciated and
gladly accepted.
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To give the gift of education through scholarships is to
change a life not just for today, but forever. Request a
Pledge Form from your State Employee Charitable
Campaign Campus Champion:

·         Jinger Peeples, Central Park Campus, ext. 6679
·         Sarah Henderson, Spring Creek Campus, ext.

5110
·         Marie Piet, Courtyard Center, ext. 3764
·         Alicia Huppe, Preston Ridge Campus, ext. 1749
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College slates Hispanic Heritage Month
events 

One month out of every year, Collin College joins the
country in spotlighting the many cultural contributions from
those of Hispanic backgrounds.
 
Although the effects of those contributions are felt every
day throughout the year, from Sept. 15-Oct. 15 – also
known as Hispanic Heritage Month – we honor these
individuals and their contributions to our everyday living
whether it’s the scientific breakthroughs, advancements in
education or innovation or in the arts, literature, sports and
leadership.
 
Collin College has scheduled a number of events in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month. All events are free and open to
the public.
 
The schedule:
 
Dr. Norma Cantu
11:30 a.m. – Tuesday, Sept. 15
– Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center
To kick off Collin College's
celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month, noted Chicana scholar
Dr. Norma Elia Cantu. Dr. Cantu
currently serves as professor of
English and U.S. Latina/o
Literatures at The University of
Texas at San Antonio. She is
the editor of the Rio Grande/Rio
Bravo book series at Texas A&M
University Press. Author of the
award-winning Canícula Snapshots of a Girlhood en la
Frontera, and co-editor of Chicana Traditions: Continuity
and Change,Telling to Live:Latina Feminist Testimonios
(2002)and Dancing Across Borders: Danzas y Bailes
Mexicanos (2009) she has just finished a novel,
Cabañuelas and is currently working on another novel
tentatively titled: Champú, or Hair Matters, and an
ethnography of the Matachines de la Santa Cruz, a
religious dance drama from Laredo. She has received
many awards including the Américo Paredes Prize from the
American Folklore Society, the Modern Languages
Association Division of Chicana/o Literature Scholar of the
Year, and the National Association of Chicana and Chicano
Studies Scholar of the Year Award.
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“Hispanica”
Monday, Sept. 21-Friday, Oct. 9 – THE ARTS gallery
THE ARTS gallery’s show – “Hispánica” – will feature
ceramics, painting, photography and sculpture from local
Hispanic artists. The exhibit was curated by Lupita Murillo
Tinnen, chair and professor of photography, and Luke
Sides, gallery director and professor of art. The artists
include: Mirtha Aertker, Rosemary Meza-DesPlas, Enrique
Fernandez Cervantes, Omar Hernandez, Christina Medina,
Valerie Ontiveros, Jim Bob Salazar, Shawn Saumell and
Tinnen. A reception is set for 4-7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 29
at the gallery, which is located at the Spring Creek
Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway. THE ARTS
gallery hours are: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about this
show or future shows, visit the gallery’s website at
www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873.
 
2.  Wednesday, 9/23 time 12:00-1:30 p.m., SCC
Conference Center AB:  Short Films showing with
snacks.
 
 
“Don’t Die Without Telling Me Where You’re Going”
7 p.m. – Monday, Sept. 28 – Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center
The Auteur Film Series with “Don’t Die Without Telling Me
Where You’re Going” in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month.
The conference center is located at 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway in Plano. The film is rated PG and runs 120
minutes. The screening is free and open to the public, but
seating is limited. This year’s Auteur Film Series theme is
“Meta-Cinema: Movies About The Movies,” films where
filmmaking itself plays a central role in the film. “Don’t Die
Without Telling Me Where You’re Going” follows
Argentinean business owner Leopoldo, who is visited by
Rachel – possibly a ghost – who informs him that in a
former life he invented the medium of film as an employer
of Thomas Edison and that she – Rachel – was his wife.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Seating is limited. Some material
may not be suitable for all audiences. The film will be
followed by a panel discussion led by Collin College faculty
and staff. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html or
contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu.
 
Edward Retta
10-11:15 a.m. – Thursday, Oct. 1 – Central Park Campus
Conference Center
Edward Retta will present “Intercultural Communications.”
Retta has lived, worked and traveled in 40 countries. He
holds a master of arts in cross-cultural ministry and a
bachelor of science in psychology and management. Retta
spent his early career in corporate America in engineering
and manufacturing. During eight years with a British NGO,
he designed and implemented cross-cultural training for
staff members from more than 60 countries. He speaks
fluent Portuguese and Spanish and has studied Arabic,
Japanese and German. Retta has published numerous
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articles on cross cultural business practices. He has
provided acclaimed training and consulting to companies in
Europe, Africa and the Americas.
 
Hispanic Literature Readings
1-2 p.m. – Monday, Oct. 5 – Central Park Campus library
commons
1-2:30 p.m. – Thursday, Oct. 8 – Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center
Students and faculty will come together to read poetry and
prose from some of their favorite works from Hispanic
writers.
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Continuing education offers new
programs 
From new courses such as Fashion Illustration and
Wedding Planning to a Healthcare Leadership Series and
Solar Installer Training, Collin College Continuing
Education participants will have a lot – nearly 30 new
offerings – to choose from this fall.

Fashion Illustration, which gives an overview of the fashion
illustration industry, is a preview to a future certificate
series that CE will offer while Wedding Planning discusses
a growing, new industry. This course is geared toward
those who want to go into business for themselves or just
learn the business for personal use.  

The Healthcare Leadership Series provides an overview of
relevant topics that might impact today’s health care
environment. Participants will enhance their skills and
knowledge with up-to-date information for health care
leaders. 

Solar Installer Training will provide basic knowledge of
solar photovoltaic cells, modules and system components;
electrical circuits; PV system design, estimation and code
requirements.

Aside from the aforementioned courses, other new courses
include Environmentally Safe Waste Management, DB@
for zOS Fundamentals I and II, Mainframe Assembler
Language Programming and Social Media for Small to
Medium-Sized Businesses, among many others. 

For a complete list of new and existing courses, along with
their locations, dates, fees, hours and descriptions, visit
www.ccccd.edu/ce. For additional information, contact
Janet Sheppard, associate dean of Continuing Education,
at 972.985.3755.  
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Distinguished Speaker Series returns 

Nationally renowned microbiologist Dr.
Gary Huffnagle will kick off Collin
College’s 2009-10 Distinguished
Speaker Series devoted to “Innovation”
with two presentations on probiotics.
 
Free and open to the public, Huffnagle
will present “The Role of Microbiota in
Health and Disease” at 3:30 p.m.,
Monday, Sept. 21 at the college’s
Central Park Campus Conference
Center, 2200 W. University Drive in
McKinney. He will present “Probiotics:
Our Silent Partners for Good Health” at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept.
21 at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway in Plano. A book signing will follow the
evening event.
 
The college will also host “The Taste of Collin—Probiotics
Connection,” a free health fair from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 22, in the Spring Creek Campus atrium. The fair will
feature probiotic taste tests and literature from area stores and
companies including Lucky Layla Farms.
 
An international lecturer and author, Huffnagle is a professor of
internal medicine and microbiology and immunology at the
University of Michigan Medical School, one of the top ten
medical schools in America. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
microbiology from the Pennsylvania State University and a
doctorate in immunology from The University of Texas
Southwestern Medical School. He has published more than 90
articles about microbes and the immune system in peer-
reviewed scientific journals, academic reviews and textbooks.
He is the co-author of “The Probiotics Revolution: The
Definitive Guide to Safe, Natural Health Solutions Using
Probiotic and Prebiotic Foods and Supplements.”
 
To learn more about the presentation or the Distinguished
Speaker Series, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/distinguishedspeakerseries.html
.
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Top 10: Ways to be liked in a job
interview 
Yahoo! recently listed 10 small things an individual can do
in order to make a better impression during a job interview.

Considering the dog-eat-dog job environment, the tips are
appropriate as some recareer and others seek
opportunities out of college. 

Read the full article here. 

The list: 

1. Don't be a "smiley face"
Excessive smiling in a job interview is seen for what it is --
nervousness and a lack of confidence. A smiley-face
person exudes phoniness, which will quickly be picked up
by the interviewer. Instead be thoughtful and pleasant.

2. Don't be a small-talker
Your job is to be knowledgeable about the company for
which you're interviewing. Random facts about last night's
episode of "Dancing with the Stars" or your favorite blog
will not get you the job. Never feel you have to fill an
interview with small talk. 

3. Don't be sweaty
You can lose a job by wearing an undershirt or simply a
little too much clothing. Sweaty palms or beads on your
forehead will not impress. You are not applying to be a
personal trainer. Sweat will be seen as a sign of weakness
and nervousness.

4. Don't be a road block
Interviewers are seeking candidates eager to take on
challenging projects and jobs. Hesitance and a nay-saying
mentality will be as visible as a red tie -- and seen as a
negative.

5. Don't be petty
Asking the location of the lunchroom or meeting room will
clue the interviewer into your lack of preparation and
initiative. Prepare. Don't ask questions about routine
elements or functions of a company: where stuff is, the
size of your cube, and company policy on coffee breaks.

6. Don't be a liar
Studies show that employees lie frequently in the
workplace. Lying won't get you a job. In a job interview
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even a slight exaggeration is lying. Don't. Never stretch
your resume or embellish accomplishments.

7. Don't be a bad comedian
Humor tends to be very subjective, and while it may be
tempting to lead your interview with a joke you've got to be
careful about your material.

8. Don't be high-maintenance
If you start talking about the ideal office temperature, the
perfect chair for your tricky back, and how the water cooler
needs to be filled with imported mineral water, chances are
you'll be shown a polite smile and the door, regardless of
your qualifications.

9. Don't be a time-waster
At every job interview, the prospective hire is given the
chance to ask questions. Make yours intelligent, to the
point, and watch the person across the desk for visual
cues whether you've asked enough.

10. Don't be a switchblade
Normally the switchblade is thought of a backstabber, often
taking credit for someone else's work. In an interview
setting, the switchblade can't help but "trash talk" his
former employer.
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College honors Constitution Day 
Exactly 222 years after the document was adopted by the
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Collin College
and institutions from around the nation will celebrate the
U.S. Constitution.

Collin College’s annual Constitution Day events is set from
7-9 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 17.

Since 1787 and the next three years it took the 13 states
to ratify the document, the Constitution has been amended
27 times. On Sept. 17, America will take time to discuss
and reflect on the document that provides Americans with
the Bill of Rights in addition to provisions concerning
voting, equality, the abolition of slavery and power within
the federal government.

Collin College will host a simulcast of a lecture by Dr.
Daniel Shea, professor of political science and the director
of the Center for Political Participation at Allegheny College
in Pennsylvania. The lectue will be broadcast to the Spring
Creek and Central Park conference centers and the
Preston Ridge Event Center. Dr. Shea’s lecture will be
followed by a question-and-answer session.

The event is free and open to the public.

For more information, call 972.881.5900 or visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce.

For more information about Constitution Day, visit
http://constitutioncenter.org/ConstitutionDay/.
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Campus Dates 
Collin College honors Constitution Day 2009 from 7-9
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 17. The guest speaker is Dr. Daniel
Shea, professor of political science and the director of the
Center for Political Participation at Allegheny College in
Pennsylvania. His lecture will be simultaneously broadcast
from the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center to the
Preston Ridge Campus Event Center and Central Park
Campus Conference Center. The lecture will be followed
by a question-and-answer session. For more information,
call 972.881.5900 or visit www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce.

The Spring Creek Campus will be closed from 3 p.m.,
Friday, Sept. 18-Sunday, Sept. 20 due to the Plano
Balloon Festival.

The Respiratory Care program will host information
sessions during the fall semester. Sessions slated are 2-
3:30 p.m., Monday, Sept. 28, at the Spring Creek Campus,
Room K233; 6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 20, at the Spring
Creek Campus, Room H224; 9-10:30 a.m., Wednesday,
Oct. 21, at the Central Park Campus, Room D106a; 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday, Oct. 30, at the Preston Ridge Campus,
Room L225; and 2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 3, at the
Central Park Campus, D104a. Students who are interested
in a career in the health care field should come to hear
about the profession of respiratory care, employment
prospects, educational preparation to gain admission and
more. Program staff, current students, and alumni will be
available to answer questions. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/rcp.

Phi Theta Kappa and Sigma Kappa Delta are hosting
Literature Has a Voice at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 29, at
the Spring Creek Campus cafeteria area. Participants are
encouraged to read or perform written or spoken pieces
including speeches, scenes from plays, songs, poetry,
short stories and more. Also, the event serves as a book
drive for schools in underdeveloped countries and troops
overseas. To RSVP or for more information, contact
Donald Weasenforth at 972.881.5970 or Lauryn Angel-
Cann at 972.377.1514.

The annual Rockin’ the Ridge is set for Wednesday, Oct.
7, in the Preston Ridge Campus quad area. The event
features dancing, music, free food, giveaways and more.
Rockin’ the Ridge is open to students, faculty and staff.

The Collin Theatre Center will launch their 2009-10
season with Bus Stop, a classic American drama about
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the power of love, written by William Inge. When cowboy
Bo and his friend Virgil take the bus from Montana to
Phoenix, Arizona, to participate in the rodeo, Bo is also
hoping to find his "angel." There, naive Bo falls in love with
cafe singer Cherie performing "That Old Black Magic" and
plans to take her back to Montana. The next day, Bo
intends to marry her after the rodeo... but Cherie escapes.
Cherie wants to go Hollywood, where she hopes to be
discovered. The play is directed by Gail Cronauer and runs
from Oct. 8-18 at the John Anthony Theatre.

The Health Information Technology and
Coding/Transcription program will host information
sessions for those interested in the field from 1:30-3 p.m.,
Monday, Oct. 30 at the Preston Ridge Campus Room
L225; 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 5, at the Central Park
Campus, Room D106a; and 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Thursday,
Nov. 10, at the Spring Creek Campus, Room I111.
Students can receiver Health Information Technology
packets, admissions criteria, program expectations, course
sequences and prerequisites, and salary and career
options. Visit www.ccccd.edu/healthinfotech.com for more
information.
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Writing center at Spring Creek Campus
expands hours 
The Spring Creek Campus Writing Center is expanding its
services and hours.
 
The center will be open from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturdays
during the fall semester. The center is located in Room
D224 (upstairs in the library).
 
The regular hours for the center are Monday-Thursday 9
a.m.-8 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
 
The center also is introducing a new program for ESL and
Developmental English students. On Wednesday and
Thursday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., an instructor will work with
these students in D247, which is located on the second
floor of the Library, just around the corner from the writing
center. 

Students can make appointments in person or by calling
972.881.5843.
 
For more information, please visit
www.ccccd.edu/writingcenter.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu.

Healthcare stats
The numbers behind the stickiest political web in years.
 
'13 Things That Don't Make Sense'
The things that don't make sense to scientists, even after
reading about them, still don't make sense to me.
 
Early Color Photography
From Russia, with love.
 
'36 Hours in Zagreb, Croatia'
One of our favorite regular columns. It's far more
interesting when they feature places you'd never imagine
going to otherwise.
  
'What the Dog Saw'
Newest Malcolm Gladwell offering is collection of his
magazine features.
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News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: July 12. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 
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