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 A life changed: Student thankful for
scholarship 
Collin College sets $25,000 goal for
State Employee Charitable Campaign
for student scholarships. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Q&A: Don Martin 
The director of the surgical tech
program talks about the burgeoning
career field. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Cantu kicks off Hispanic Heritage Month 
Scholar lectures on Hispanic-anglo
cultural mix in Laredo. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Book-in-Common welcomes best-selling
author 
Three lectures are scheduled for Matthew Pearl, this year's
featured writer. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Fire academy students participate in 9/11
memorial 
Students join with community in remembering. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Top 10: Reasons to contribute to
scholarship campaign 
Collin College is on a mission. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Student Org Spotlight: Sigma Chi Eta 
Students interested in
communications might take a peek
at Sigma Chi Eta. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Healthcare programs slate info sessions 
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Nursing, surgical technology and dental hygiene
join respiratory care and HIT in providing sessions
for prospective students. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
The honors and recognition keep coming in. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Check out the host of healthcare information
sessions, lectures and more. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Fascinating, good stuff that you might not have
seen otherwise.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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A life changed: Student thankful for
scholarship 
Like many of his fellow students,
David Hight works a full-time job
while he takes classes at Collin
College. The difference is that he
works the graveyard shift,
sometimes working as many as
60 hours a week as a Texas
Instruments equipment technician.
Even with his crazy schedule,
Hight maintains a 4.0 grade point
average and is a member of the
college’s honor society, Phi Theta
Kappa.

A scholarship recipient, Hight knows he is one of the lucky
few to receive funds to attend Collin College, and once he
earns his associate’s degree, he plans to pay it forward.

“It makes me feel proud to have been a recipient of a
Collin College scholarship. It has given me a sense of
accomplishment. It reaffirms my decision to come to
school. To actually get the funding, Wow! It makes me feel
awesome knowing that I’ve got what it takes to get into
that league. The scholarships help me pay for school.
Money is really tight. It takes a huge burden off my
shoulders and gives me peace of mind. How do you put a
value on peace of mind?” 

Hight is one of many Collin College students who were
able to go to college thanks to a scholarship from the State
Employee Charitable Campaign. The college campaign
goal is $25,000 pledged by Oct. 31.

Collin College Foundation received more than 700
applications for the 2009-10 academic year. However, they
were only able to offer awards to 304 students. That
means that 57 percent who applied were turned away
because of insufficient scholarship funds. 
Enrollment for fall has hit record numbers with 24,872
credit students, up 18.4 percent over fall 2008. Support of
the Collin College Foundation, combined with the support
of others, can help the Foundation assist more students as
enrollment and scholarship need continue to increase. 
Hight plans to earn bachelors and masters degrees in the
future and make the most of the opportunity he feels he
has been given.
“These scholarships boost my self esteem. Each semester
I write down in the front of my notebook, ‘I will make an A
in this class.’ I challenge myself. My grades are important
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to me, and the scholarships boost my morale because it is
tough to keep that train rolling. I want to be a donor and
provide for students in the future. I know how I feel, and I
would love to help other students in need. There are so
many people out there who would love to have the
opportunity to go to college,” Hight said.
The giving levels are: 
 

·         Kitten level- One-time $25 gift 
·         Cat level - $25 per month
·         Cub level - $50 per month
·         Cougar level - $100 per month

 
Donations in any amount are appreciated and gladly
accepted.
 
To give the gift of education through scholarships, request
a Pledge Form from your State Employee Charitable
Campaign Campus Champion today: Jinger Peeples,
Central Park Campus; Marie Piet, Courtyard Center; Alicia
Huppe, Preston Ridge Campus; and Sarah Henderson,
Spring Creek Campus. The Collin College Foundation
code is 283615.
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Q&A: Don Martin 
In the spring 2009, the surgical
technology program graduated its
first class since being established
in January 2008.
 
The initial six students that started
were the six that graduated. Now,
the program has 20 students. Don
Martin, director of the surgical
technology program, talked with
Cougar News about the growth of
the program, the need in the
healthcare field and how he sees
the program in the future.
 
What was it like starting the surgical tech program?
Getting it off the ground was exciting. It was a major
undertaking. When I got here we didn’t have anything
physically for the program. Not even a book. We had to
start from scratch and build the facilities we have and put
the equipment in. It was a lot of work. It was work I don’t
think anyone anticipated. We were doing something that
hadn’t been done here before. I’d always been in
healthcare facilities and now was in a college and that was
pretty cool. Almost immediately we had people coming in
interested in the program. We got to meet these people
and see what their vision was for the program.
 
What was it like graduating that first class?
That was overwhelming. When they called the first name to
cross the stage, I had a knot in my throat. I thought, “Well,
that’s to get the first one.” Then the second name was the
same way. All the way through six as each one crossed
the stage and it was the same feeling all over again. To
get that first class through and to see them succeed was
really exciting.
 
What was your teaching experience before coming to
Collin College?
This is my first teaching gig in a formal teaching
environment. I did what was called precepting in the
hospital environment where surgical tech students would
come in and I would teach them one on one in the hospital
which is what preceptors are doing with our students.
 
What have you learned about teaching?
The fundamentals of teaching are the same no matter
where you do it. You have to connect with the student and
you have to connect in a way that is going to be interesting
to them and you have to get your point across. When you
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come to a place like this, there’s a whole new language.
And words that you thought you knew in the past, they
don’t mean the same thing. That was a steep learning
curve for me. I’m learning as much as they are. They’re
learning about surgical technology, but I’m learning about
being a mentor, being in a charge of a program, being
responsible for the people here and about teaching in a
formal environment. I haven’t had a semester yet in which
I didn’t teach a class I hadn’t taught before. This semester
is the first time that I don’t have a new class. I’ll be able to
concentrate on making those a little tighter and flow better.
 
To what do you attribute the programs’ growth?
Getting the word out. There’s a huge demand for surgical
technologists to begin with. It’s one of the top 10 most in-
demand jobs in the country. People have been looking for
a place to go. We get calls all the time of people looking
at a particular program, but they’d rather come here
because they like Collin College, they like the size of the
classes and all the things the college provides. And since
they learned we have a surgical tech program, they want
to come here. We’ve also been working with local high
schools with a kind of a headstart program. We also go to
information sessions and healthcare career fairs.
 
What’s your relationship with local hospitals?
I’ve been in the operating room since 1989. In the
beginning I worked for a contractor in all the facilities in
Collin County and North Dallas area, so I’m physically
familiar with all the facilities in this area. I know a lot of
people in the hospitals. People in the operating rooms are
very mobile, they move from place to place every couple of
years. I’ve developed a web of connections of all the
different hospitals. I worked in Idaho for a couple of years
and came back and worked at Presbyterian Hospital in
Plano and moved to UT Southwestern’s ambulatory
surgery center. I know a lot of different hospitals. I know 
lot of people in charge. In addition, our graduating
committee is made up mainly of OR managers and
directors, these are the people really running the hospitals
operating rooms, the movers and shakers of the industry in
this area.
 
Where do you see the surgical tech program growing?
The best way to grow this program is to maintain the
reputation of the program in the community. In general,
when we talk about the community, we mean the
healthcare program. We want to establish a reputation of
graduating individuals that are professional, that are going
to go out in the healthcare field and get a job to make
things better for the patients. If you make things better for
the patients, you make things better for the community.
 
For more information about surgical tech, visit
www.ccccd.edu/surgtech.
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Cantu kicks off Hispanic Heritage Month

From the outside looking in, Dr.
Norma Cantu’s presentation at
the Spring Creek Campus may
have looked like a slide show
from her childhood.
 
The black and white images,
however, represented a lot more
to her and to the Hispanic
community at large.
 
Dr. Cantu’s lecture and reading
Sept. 15 was the kick-off event
for Collin College’s Hispanic
Heritage Month, which runs
through Oct. 15.
 
Dr. Cantu currently serves as professor of English and U.S.
Latina/o Literatures at The University of Texas at San
Antonio. She is the editor of the Rio Grande/Rio Bravo
book series at Texas A&M University Press and the author
of the award-winning Canícula Snapshots of a Girlhood en
la Frontera.
 
What Dr. Cantu does as a professor and scholar hits close
to her heart. Hispanic culture around the Laredo area
wasn’t something she picked up, it was something she was
born into and raised to appreciate and digest.
 
One of the photographs features a young Cantu in a
traditional china poblana, a centuries-old style of dress,
which features a stitching of the eagle perched upon a
cactus with arrows clutched in the other talon. Of course,
this is the symbol for the nation of Mexico; one that also
adorns the country’s flag.
 
Dr. Cantu didn’t need to read books in order to learn about
the cultural hodgepodge found near the Texas-Mexico
border. She, instead, grew up in it, and now it defines her
and her work.
 
Cowgirl vs. China Poblana
To accurately (and concisely) assess the cultural paradox
found in the Laredo area and the dozen or so other spots
across the Mexican border where anglo and Hispanic
cultures comingle, consider the cowgirl.
 
Directly postceding the photo of Cantu in her china
poblana is a class photo taken within the same time period
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of Cantu in a cowgirl’s outfit: boots, cowgirl hat and all.
 
In one photo, she represents an indigenous, ancient
culture. In another, she represents a foreign culture, or one
that is considered colonial.
 
No matter, it’s this conglomeration of the two that define
Dr. Cantu as a person and scholar. It also defines millions
on the United States-Mexican border. It’s where languages
intertwine and form various versions of “Spanglish,” in an
already diversified language that can have literally dozens
of different words for “boy” depending on what part of the
border one is on.
 
In Laredo every year, the city celebrates George
Washington’s birthday. It’s a medley of Hispanic culture
mixed with middle- to upper-class women and girls
dressing up in elaborate outfits to either resemble
Pocahontas or the pomp and circumstance of colonial
regalia, hoop skirts and all.
 
The pairing of anglo and Hispanic cultures and language
isn’t a battle – or so it appears from Dr. Cantu’s lecture –
as much as it’s a natural melding. Dr. Cantu calls it a
“schizophrenic experience” were neither side is right or
wrong. It’s still about pride, however, as those of the
Hispanic culture will don china poblanas during the
celebration of the birth date of the first president of the
United States.

“Growing up on the border, and it doesn’t matter what
border it is, there are these nation states with cultural
agendas and these clash with the cultural agenda across
the border,” Dr. Cantu said. “If we spoke Spanish at school
we were punished. If I spoke Spanish at school, I was hit.
These things leave an impact and I think my work shows
some of this.”
 
Other Hispanic Heritage Month events include:
 
“Hispanica”
Through Friday, Oct. 9 – THE ARTS gallery
THE ARTS gallery’s show – “Hispánica” – will feature
ceramics, painting, photography and sculpture from local
Hispanic artists. The exhibit was curated by Lupita Murillo
Tinnen, chair and professor of photography, and Luke
Sides, gallery director and professor of art. The artists
include: Mirtha Aertker, Rosemary Meza-DesPlas, Enrique
Fernandez Cervantes, Omar Hernandez, Christina Medina,
Valerie Ontiveros, Jim Bob Salazar, Shawn Saumell and
Tinnen. A reception is set for 4-7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 29
at the gallery, which is located at the Spring Creek
Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway. THE ARTS
gallery hours are: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about this
show or future shows, visit the gallery’s website at
www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873.
 
Short Films
Noon-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 23, Spring Creek
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Campus Conference Center
A series of short films from Hispanic directors or themes.
 
“Don’t Die Without Telling Me Where You’re Going”
7 p.m. – Monday, Sept. 28 – Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center
The Auteur Film Series with “Don’t Die Without Telling Me
Where You’re Going” in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month.
The conference center is located at 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway in Plano. The film is rated PG and runs 120
minutes. The screening is free and open to the public, but
seating is limited. This year’s Auteur Film Series theme is
“Meta-Cinema: Movies About The Movies,” films where
filmmaking itself plays a central role in the film. “Don’t Die
Without Telling Me Where You’re Going” follows
Argentinean business owner Leopoldo, who is visited by
Rachel – possibly a ghost – who informs him that in a
former life he invented the medium of film as an employer
of Thomas Edison and that she – Rachel – was his wife.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Seating is limited. Some material
may not be suitable for all audiences. The film will be
followed by a panel discussion led by Collin College faculty
and staff. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html or
contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu.
 
Edward Retta
10-11:15 a.m. – Thursday, Oct. 1 – Central Park Campus
Conference Center
Edward Retta will present “Intercultural Communications.”
Retta has lived, worked and traveled in 40 countries. He
holds a master of arts in cross-cultural ministry and a
bachelor of science in psychology and management. Retta
spent his early career in corporate America in engineering
and manufacturing. During eight years with a British NGO,
he designed and implemented cross-cultural training for
staff members from more than 60 countries. He speaks
fluent Portuguese and Spanish and has studied Arabic,
Japanese and German. Retta has published numerous
articles on cross cultural business practices. He has
provided acclaimed training and consulting to companies in
Europe, Africa and the Americas.
 
Hispanic Literature Readings
1-2 p.m. – Monday, Oct. 5 – Central Park Campus library
commons
1-2:30 p.m. – Thursday, Oct. 8 – Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center
Students and faculty will come together to read poetry and
prose from some of their favorite works from Hispanic
writers.
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Book-in-Common welcomes best-
selling author 
Collin College’s Book-in-Common program is setting the
perfect scene for a mysterious and haunting Halloween
season.
 
This year’s Book-in-Common is The Poe Shadow by New
York Times bestselling author Matthew Pearl.
 
As part of the program, Pearl is scheduled to give three
lecture and book signings at Collin College campuses:

·         7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 14, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center

·         2:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 15, at the
Central Park Campus Conference Center

·         7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 15, at the Preston
Ridge Campus Event Center.

 
All events are free and open to the public.
 
The Book-in-Common program started four years ago at
Collin College. Each year, a book is chosen and faculty are
encouraged to work the book into their curriculum spanning
any number of disciplines from English, history, sociology,
philosophy, business and biology.
 
Past Books-in-Common include Daniel Wallace’s Big Fish,
Loung Ung’s First They Killed My Father and Michael
Patrick McDonald’s All Souls.
 
The Poe Shadow is Pearl’s second novel in the “literary”
fiction genre following the success of The Dante Club and
preceding his latest opus, The Last Dickens.
 
The Poe Shadow chronicles the fictitious mystery and
suspense surrounding famed poet and
author Edgar Allen Poe’s real death in 1849 in Baltimore.
In the same vein as Poe’s short stories, the tale weaves a
web of intrigue and suspicion and a cast of nefarious
characters not unlike those found in Poe’s detective
stories.  
 
The Spring Creek Campus is located at 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway in Plano. The Preston Ridge Campus is
located at 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco. The Central Park
Campus is located at 2200 W. University in McKinney.
 
For more information, contact the Center for Scholarly and
Civic Engagement at
972.881.5900 or visit
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Fire academy students participate in
9/11 memorial 
The Collin College Fire Academy students and faculty
members were invited to participate in two ceremonies
honoring the fallen firefighters, police officers, EMS
workers and civilians who lost their lives on Sept. 11,
2001.
 
The first 9/11 Memorial was held at the Plano Central Fire
Station followed by the McKinney Fire and Police
Department Annual Memorial. Fire Academy students
marched alongside career firefighters and police officers as
part of the processional. 
 
"I can't think of a better way to share with our students the
meaning of honor, integrity, and respect than to be an
integral part of the annual memorial hosted by the
McKinney fire and police departments." said Pat McAuliff,
fire academy director.
 
Students heard comments from Plano Fire Chief Hugo
Esparza, McKinney Fire Chief Mark Wallace, McKinney
Police Chief Doug Kowalski and a special appearance at
both ceremonies by Congressman Sam Johnson.
Congressman Johnson gave a very emotional speech as
he described the scene of the crash at the Pentagon on
the morning of September 11, 2001, as he had just exited
the building when the plane struck.
 
He commented on the bravery of the Washington, D.C.
firefighters and military personnel who fought to bring the
fires under control, and rescue those who were trapped in
the building. It was very inspiring for our Fire Academy
students to hear the accounts of that tragic day eight years
ago.
 
The McKinney Memorial was held at Veterans Park located
at Craig Ranch in McKinney. Fire Academy Director Pat
McAuliff led the processional of Collin Fire Academy
students and uniformed firefighters. Fire academy
instructors: Battalion Chief Stuart Grant, (Dallas
FD), Firefighter Mike Boatman (Plano FD), and Firefighter
Jeremy Jones (Lewisville FD) played in the drum and pipe
corps alongside members from McKinney, Plano,
Lewisville, Dallas, College Station, and Corpus Christi
bands.
 
"It was a great honor to lead our students and firefighters
in the processional, and an even greater honor to hear our
instructors among nearly 40 drummers and pipers. It was a
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very moving experience." McAuliff said.
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Top 10: Reasons to contribute to
scholarship campaign 
Collin College is on a mission: Raise $25,000 in
scholarship funds for the State Employee Charitable
Campaign.

Those monies are used for scholarships to Collin College
students. The deadline to meet the goal is Oct. 31.

In case you need a reason, here’s 10 as to why you should
give today.

10. Giving Feels Good
Those butterflies in your stomach when you do something
genuinely good. That’s the feeling we’re talking about.
 
9. It’s Tax Deductible
Give and give some more. It’ll help others in addition to
your tax returns.
 
8. Meet A Goal
There’s very little to compare to than meeting a goal you
set out for yourself. Collin College has a $25,000 goal.
Together, we can meet it.
 
7. Cut Excuses From Your Life
Maybe you’ve thought about giving for a scholarship or the
circumstances that alter our lives have prevented you from
giving. No more. It’s time to act. Give $25 or $100. It all
counts the same. You’ll love yourself afterwards.
 
6. How Else Would You Use That Money?
Money you don’t have is hard to spend. Chances are, you
were going to buy something you didn’t really need. Clutter
that pales in comparison to supplying a student with a
higher education.
 
5. It’s Easy
There are individuals on your campus just itching to take
your pledge forms. Grab one, fill it out (Collin College
Foundation code: 283615) and turn it in. Also, sign up to
have your pledge automatically taken out of your
paycheck. It’s not rocket science.
 
4. It’s Local
Who knows, you might know the student that receives a
Collin College Foundation scholarship. It helps Collin
College students.
 
3. There’s A Need
Collin College Foundation received more than 700
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applications for scholarships for the 2009-10 academic
year. However, they were only able to offer awards to 304
students. That means that 57 percent who applied were
turned away because of insufficient scholarship funds.
 
2. You Were Probably There Once
If you were the college kid that once had their utilities shut
off or your were forced to eat dry toast for a month
because you had no money while working 30 or 40 hours
a week, you realize that there’s a need for scholarship
funds.
 
1. To Be Nice
Is that so wrong nowadays? Let’s be sweet to others and
give of ourselves.
Want to contribute? The giving levels are: Kitten level -
one-time $25 gift; Cat level - $25 per month; Cub level -
$50 per month; or Cougar level - $100 per month. To give
the gift of education through scholarships, request a
Pledge Form from your State Employee Charitable
Campaign Campus Champion today: Jinger Peeples, Central
Park Campus; Marie Piet, Courtyard Center; Alicia Huppe,
Preston Ridge Campus; and Sarah Henderson, Spring Creek
Campus.
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Student Org Spotlight: Sigma Chi Eta 

An induction ceremony of Sigma Chi Eta, an honor society for students
interested in communications.

Cougar News introduces a new feature for 2009-10:
Student Org Spotlight. Each month, we’ll put the
magnifying glass on a student organization. To put your
student org in the spotlight, e-mail mrobinson@ccccd.edu. 

This month, we asked Eric Carlson, professor and sponsor,
some questions about Sigma Chi Eta, the communications
honor society. 

How long has Sigma Chi Eta been around?
The Omega Chapter of Sigma Chi Eta was given its
charter by the National Communication Association after
formally applying for application in fall of 2006. At that
time, two communication studies students expressed
interest in being part of a national honor society
recognizing students in communication with honors.
 
What requirements (monetary, academic or otherwise)
are there to join Sigma Chi Eta?
Requirements to join include declaring communication
studies as a major, holding at least a 3.0 grade point
average, have a minimum of three credit hours in
communication course work (this, however, is flexible)
annual dues of $40.
 
From what areas of study are most Sigma Chi
Eta students most likely to come from?
Since Sigma Chi Eta is an honor society for students in
communication, our members are interested in the diverse
filed of communication including public address,
interpersonal communication and mass communication.
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When and where are meetings?
Meetings have been held twice a month in the past.
However, this year we will be reducing the number of
meetings, which has yet to be determined.
 
What activities/projects has Sigma Chi Eta done in the
past? What's in store for the future?
Past activities include co-hosting the successful MLK "I
Have a Dream" Speech Competition with Phi Theta Kappa,
and co-hosting the Reader's Theater with Women's
Alliance. Because our resources and membership is small,
we're not able to take on major projects alone. In the
future, we plan to focus more on current conditions in the
field of communication, both in academic and professional
context. We'll do this by brining in speakers (in tandem
with speakers brought in for the Introduction to Mass
Communication course), and we'll be inviting local
university personnel to come discuss field of study options
at their respective universities. In 2008, The National
Communication Association (NCA) awarded Collin
College's chapter as "The Chapter of the Year" based on
our service to the college and field of study.
 
What can students expect to get out of joining Sigma
Chi Eta?
Participating in an honor society dedicated to one's field of
study enhances a student's opportunity to transfer into a 4-
year program. Membership in Sigma Chi Eta
specifically demonstrates early commitment and follow
through to the communication discipline, as this is a
nationally-recognized student organization. It also connects
communication majors who have common interests and
helps them form lasting relationships as well as networking
opportunities that they would otherwise not have. Quite
simply, if you're a communication studies major and are
not involved in this organization, the question should be,
"Why not?"
 
Who can students contact for more information?
Students can email sigmachieta@ccccd.edu,
ecarlson@ccccd.edu, or
soden0@cougarmail.ccccd.edu (the latter e-mail is chapter
president Sarah Oden's).
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Healthcare programs slate info
sessions 

The nursing, surgical technology and dental hygiene
programs are hosting information sessions throughout the
month of October through early November.
 
Each session will provide information about each program
including admission criteria, the application process, career
options and much more. 

All sessions are free and open to the public. 
 
The schedule of events includes:
 
Surgical Technology

6:30-8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 5, Preston Ridge Campus
Event Center
6:30-8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 19, Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center
2:30-4 p.m., Monday, Oct. 26, Central Park Campus
Conference Center

Nursing
2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 6, Preston Ridge
Campus Event Center
6:30-8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 12, Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center
2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 13, Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center
6:30-8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 26, Central Park Campus
Conference Center

 Dental Hygiene
2:30-4:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 19, Central Park
Campus Conference Center
2:30-4:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 27, Preston Ridge
Campus Event Center
6:30-8:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 2, Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center

Contact edarity@ccccd.edu for more information.

****
Respiratory Care

6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 20, at the Spring Creek
Campus, Room H224
9-10:30 a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 21, at the Central
Park Campus, Room D106a
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Friday, Oct. 30, at the Preston
Ridge Campus, Room L225

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000390401.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C2435283%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C3193666%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C3332650%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C3138053%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C3138054%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C390401%2C0%2C1464318%2Cb11
mailto:edarity@ccccd.edu


Healthcare programs slate info sessions

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001544160.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 3:16:28 PM]

and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Oct. 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 3, at the Central Park
Campus, D104a.

For more information, visit www.ccccd.edu/rcp.
 
Health Information Technology and
Coding/Transcription

1:30-3 p.m., Monday, Oct. 30 at the Preston Ridge
Campus Room L225
6-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 5, at the Central Park
Campus, Room D106a
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10, at the Spring
Creek Campus, Room I111

Visit www.ccccd.edu/healthinfotech.com for more
information.
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Dr. Janet Jaworski, executive director of the Global EDGE
Tech Prep Consortium facilitated the Information
Technology Cluster Breakout Session at the National
Association for Tech Prep Leaders Programs of Study
Preconference Oct. 1 in conjunction with the National
Career Pathways Network Conference in Atlanta. Dr.
Jaworski also serves on the NATPL Board of Directors as
the South West Regional Director.

More than 120 students and faculty attended a lecture by
Dr. Norma Cantu at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center Sept. 15 as part of the college's kick-
off event for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Campus Dates 
The college kicked off the 2009 State Employee
Charitable Campaign. The college's goal is $25,000
pledged by Oct. 31. This year, employees can choose to
give to The Collin College Foundation through payroll
deduction. To give the gift of education through
scholarships, request a Pledge Form from your State
Employee Charitable Campaign Campus Champion today:
Jinger Peeples, Central Park Campus; Marie Piet,
Courtyard Center; Alicia Huppe, Preston Ridge Campus;
and Sarah Henderson, Spring Creek Campus. The Collin
College Foundation agency code is 283615. 

Edward Retta will present “Intercultural Communications”
from10-11:15 a.m., Thursday, Oct. 1, at the Central Park
Campus Conference Center. Retta has lived, worked and
traveled in 40 countries. He holds a master of arts in
cross-cultural ministry and a bachelor of science in
psychology and management. 

THE ARTS gallery’s show – “Hispánica” – will feature
ceramics, painting, photography and sculpture from local
Hispanic artists through Friday, Oct. 9. The exhibit was
curated by Lupita Murillo Tinnen, chair and professor of
photography, and Luke Sides, gallery director and
professor of art. The artists include: Mirtha Aertker,
Rosemary Meza-DesPlas, Enrique Fernandez Cervantes,
Omar Hernandez, Christina Medina, Valerie Ontiveros, Jim
Bob Salazar, Shawn Saumell and Tinnen. A reception is
set for 4-7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 29 at the gallery, which is
located at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway. THE ARTS gallery hours are: Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more
information about this show or future shows, visit the
gallery’s website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873. 

Collin College will host Hispanic Literature Readings
from 1-2 p.m., Monday, Oct. 5, at the Central Park Campus
library commons and at 1-2:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 8,
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. The event is
free. Students and faculty will come together to read poetry
and prose from some of their favorite works from Hispanic
writers. 

The annual Rockin’ the Ridge is set for Wednesday, Oct.
7, in the Preston Ridge Campus quad area. The event
features dancing, music, free food, giveaways and more.
Rockin’ the Ridge is open to students, faculty and staff.
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Convergence technology is being spotlighted as part of the
Career Bytes program at Collin College. The Career Bytes
workshop for the Convergence Technology program is
scheduled for noon-1:30 p.m., Friday, Oct. 9, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center. Career Bytes is an
educational program that is tailored towards current Collin
College students and focuses on educating these students
about different associate of applied science majors and
how they can translate those majors into real-world
careers. Each session is free. Pizza and drinks will be
provided. Contact the Global EDGE at 972.548.6723 for
more information.

The Collin Theatre Center will launch their 2009-10 season
with Bus Stop, a classic American drama about the power
of love, written by William Inge. When cowboy Bo and his
friend Virgil take the bus from Montana to Phoenix,
Arizona, to participate in the rodeo, Bo is also hoping to
find his "angel." There, naive Bo falls in love with cafe
singer Cherie performing "That Old Black Magic" and plans
to take her back to Montana. The next day, Bo intends to
marry her after the rodeo... but Cherie escapes. Cherie
wants to go Hollywood, where she hopes to be discovered.
The play is directed by Gail Cronauer and runs from Oct.
8-18 at the John Anthony Theatre.

This year’s Book-in-Common is The Poe Shadow by New
York Times bestselling author Matthew Pearl. Pearl is
scheduled to give three lectures and book signings at these
Collin College campuses: 7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 14, at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center; 2:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 15, at the Central Park Campus Conference
Center; and 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 15, at the Preston
Ridge Campus Event Center. All events are free and open
to the public. For more information, contact the Center for
Scholarly and Civic Engagement at 972.881.5900 or visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/bookincommon.

The Collin Theatre Center will present the Southwest
Regional Premiere of Life Stories: A Musical Revue,
beginning Monday, Oct. 12-Sunday, Oct. 18 at the Spring
Creek Campus Black Box Theatre. Tickets are $10 for
students and seniors and $15 for general admission. Two
performances have been added at 8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 12
and at 7 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 18. Life Stories is a new
musical revue featuring the songs of David Shire and
Richard Maltby Jr. Life Stories is directed by Brad Baker
and Mark Mullino. For tickets and other information call the
Collin Theatre Hotline at 972.881.5100 or visit at
www.collintheatrecenter.com.
Collin College’s Auteur Film Series screens another movie
about the movies with its upcoming showing of Son of
Rambow. The free screening is at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Oct.
20, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Son
of Rambow is about a friendship between two boys in
1980s England who end up teaming up to create their own
film titled Son of Rambow. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Seating is limited. Some material may not be suitable for
all audiences. The film is rated PG-13 and runs 96
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minutes. The screening is free and open to the public, but
seating is limited. The film will be followed by a panel
discussion led by Collin College faculty and staff. For more
information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html or
contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu. 

The Respiratory Care program will host information
sessions during the fall semester. Sessions slated are
6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 20, at the Spring Creek
Campus, Room H224; 9-10:30 a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 21,
at the Central Park Campus, Room D106a; 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m., Friday, Oct. 30, at the Preston Ridge Campus, Room
L225; and 2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 3, at the Central
Park Campus, D104a. Students who are interested in a
career in the health care field should come to hear about
the profession of respiratory care, employment prospects,
educational preparation to gain admission and more.
Program staff, current students, and alumni will be
available to answer questions. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/rcp.

The Health Information Technology and
Coding/Transcription program will host information
sessions for those interested in the field from 1:30-3 p.m.,
Monday, Oct. 30 at the Preston Ridge Campus Room
L225; 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 5, at the Central Park
Campus, Room D106a; and 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Thursday,
Nov. 10, at the Spring Creek Campus, Room I111.
Students can receiver Health Information Technology
packets, admissions criteria, program expectations, course
sequences and prerequisites, and salary and career
options. Visit www.ccccd.edu/healthinfotech.com for more
information.

The annual Dance Fusion is set for 8 p.m., Friday, Nov.
13, and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 14, at the John
Anthony Theatre. Tickets are $8 for general admission and
$5 for students and senior citizens. The show will feature
the Collin Dance Ensemble and jhon r. stronks. Call
972.881.5107 or visit www.ccccd.edu/dance.  

As part of its “meta-cinema” theme, the Auteur Film Series
will screen Sullivan’s Travels at 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov.
12, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. The
screening is free and open to the public. Sullivan’s Travels
runs 90 minutes and chronicles the trials of director John
L. Sullivan, who wants to make a social-program film
despite knowing nothing about trouble or poverty. In order
to learn, he hits the road as a hobo. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Seating is limited. Some material may not be suitable
for all audiences. The film is rated Approved. The film will
be followed by a panel discussion led by Collin College
faculty and staff. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html or
contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu.

The Institute for Hospitality and Culinary Education has
scheduled a number of student orientations from November
through January. Attending at least one orientation is
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required for any student interested in taking a culinary or
pastry arts lab class. The orientations are scheduled for: 6
p.m., Monday, Nov. 16; 1 p.m., Friday, Nov. 20; 6 p.m.,
Wednesday, Dec. 2; 1 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4; 1 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 5; 6 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 5; and 6 p.m.,
Monday, Jan. 11 All orientations will be at the Preston
Ridge Campus Alumni Hall, Room A150.
For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/programs/culinaryarts.html.
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About Cougar News
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu. 

GhostShark
No, not a member of the Wu Tang Clan. However, a new
species was discovered. An animal that has outlived the
dinosaurs.
 
'Should You Give To Harvard?'
A good argument as to why you should give money to a
local community college for scholarships.
 
'What People Leave Behind'
As part of Salon's "Pinched" series, tales from a husband-
wife repo team. 
 
Jeans or Dungarees?
The history of Levi Strauss and jean.
  
Stunning
The Astronomy photos of the year.
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and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Oct. 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 
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