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About Cougar News

 Tennis player beats nation's best at Super
Bowl 
Damian Hume beats No. 1-ranked
player, California champion for ticket to
national tourney.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Ceremony honors 25 years of Living
Legends 
Annual event raises money for
scholarships. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Gov. Perry focuses on education during
'Tweet Up' at Collin College 
Fittingly, the topic of education took top
priority in Gov. Rick Perry’s address
during the Lincoln Society-sponsored
“Tweet-Up."
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Pearl talks Poe, writing during three-lecture
tour of Collin College 
Best-selling author talks about his
writing career, celebrity and the
mystique of Edgar Allen Poe.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 As Veterans Day approaches, college
reflects and gives thanks 
A profile on one of Collin College's own, who served ... and
continues to serve. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Dance Fusion welcomes renowned guest
performer 
Collin Dance Ensemble joined
by jhon r. stronks and
Elledanceworks Dance
Company for this year's
extravaganza.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
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submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
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Young, photography and layout. 

 College libraries offer new search engines,
databases 
Research for that project or paper got a lot easier. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Second Distinguished Speaker to present on
innovation 
Free and open to the public, Lehrer will present
“Innovation in Learning: How We Decide” at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. A question and answer session
will follow.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 CTC receives $1.56 million NSF grant 
The National Science Foundation
recently awarded a $1.56 million
grant to Collin College to enhance
the work of the Convergence
Technology Center (CTC) and
address the region’s growing need
for convergence technology
specialists.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Smatter your November with Campus Dates.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
Read this. You might actually be mentioned. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Plenty of good Internetness.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Tennis player beats nation's best at
Super Bowl 

After beating Laredo Community
College sophomore Cledson Carvalho,
the No. 1 ranked junior college player
in the country, in three sets at last
month’s ITA Southwest Regional
Championships, Collin College’s
Damian Hume won the ITA National
Small College Championships in
Mobile.

On top of winning the tournament,
Hume was awarded the 2009 James O’Hara Sargent
Sportsmanship Award.

The Small College Championships bring together the very
best players from community colleges (both NJCAA and
California), NCAA Division II, NCAA Division III and the
NAIA for a unique event in college sports. After a playoff
to determine which of the eight best players in each
division deserves the number-one ranking in that division,
the four winners play each other in the ‘Super Bowl’ to
determine who will earn a berth in the ITA National
Collegiate Indoor Championships, Nov. 5-8 at Yale
University.

In the Junior College Division tournament, Hume faced
Lloyd Bruce-Burgess of Cowley County Community
College. Hume prevailed, 7-5, 6-1. In the semifinals, he
then dispatched the California champion, Kirill Sinitsyn of
Fresno City College, 6-4, 6-2. Although it took him five set
points to win each set, Hume managed to defeat Carvalho
by a score of 7-5, 6-3 to retain the title of the number-one
junior college player in the country.

In his first match in the Super Bowl, Hume beat John
Watts of NCAA Division III Washington University in St.
Louis, 3-6, 6-1, 6-1. In the finals, he played his best match
against the NAIA Champion, Alberto Romero Gonzalez of
Auburn Montgomery University in Alabama. Having won
the first set 6-4, and up 4-5 in the second with Gonzales
serving, Hume came back from a love-40 deficit to take the
Super Bowl championship.

For more information, visit http://www.itatennis.com/. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Ceremony honors 25 years of Living
Legends 
The Collin College Foundation is celebrating the college’s
silver anniversary by honoring 25 Living Legends.
 
Baylor Regional Medical Center of Plano, the Citizens of
McKinney, David McCall and Dr. Rick Reedy will be
honored as the 2009 Living Legends at a ceremony from
5:30-8:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 7, at the new library at the
Central Park Campus, 2200 W. University Drive in
McKinney.
 
During the 25th anniversary of Collin College, the
Foundation is focusing on major gifts from the community
to build the scholarship endowment in order to support the
ever-increasing need for student scholarships.
 
Thusly, the Collin College Foundation is embarking on its
Naming Opportunities Program, which provides naming
recognition at Collin College campuses – from buildings,
rooms, conference centers and more.
 
The 2009 Legends Event will be the finale in conjunction
with celebrating the College’s 25th Anniversary.  As part of
ensuring a lasting legacy of the Living Legends, a naming
opportunity has been established with a goal of raising
$250,000 to name a room that recognizes the Legends on
one of the campuses. More than $100,000 has been raised
to date.  Photographs and profiles will be displayed near
the naming site so their legacy will be a lasting memory.
 
For more information about the Living Legends event or
sponsorship, call Mary Frazier, executive director for the
Collin College Foundation, at 972.599.3143.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Gov. Rick Perry spoke and took
questions at the Spring Creek
Campus Oct. 15.
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Gov. Perry focuses on education during
'Tweet Up' at Collin College 
By Justin Jones
Contributor

Fittingly, the topic of education
took top priority in Gov. Rick
Perry’s address during the
Lincoln Society-sponsored
“Tweet-Up” at Collin College’s
Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center in Plano Oct.
15.

Gov. Perry is running for re-
election in the upcoming
governor's race. 

“Students at Collin College, you
make us feel so good about your
future to know that there are
bright young men and women
like you who will be taking over this state, country and
world as we go forward,” Gov. Perry, who also touched on
subjects such as healthcare, job creation, taxes and the
importance of small business, said. “You will be leading the
charge out there, and it is an honor to be here with you.”

While discussing the importance of education, Gov. Perry
added that many people owe their success to being able to
access and afford an education.

“Education is an extraordinary gift that the people of this
state have access to,” he continued. “To make it more
affordable and accessible is one of the great goals we
should have as people. We have really focused on that.”

The state, Gov. Perry says, has increased the funding for
public education over the past nine years by 43 percent
and improved access to colleges and universities by
increasing financial aid.

“The most important thing that I do as a governor is to
create an environment where men and women have an
opportunity to succeed and to invest their hard-earned
capital, knowing that they will have a return on their
investment,” Gov. Perry said. “It doesn’t take a rocket
scientist or Ph.D. from Harvard to understand the principles
of government.”

A few of these principles, according to Gov. Perry, are:
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• don’t spend all the money
• keep your taxes fair and balanced
• have a light touch on those who are generating jobs
• have a legal system that does not allow for over-suing
• have a funded, accountable public school system

“What this says, is that (companies) can come to Texas
and there will be a (solid) workforce (here),” Gov. Perry
said. “That is the message this state is sending out day
after day, [that] we are able to make a real difference in
the state of Texas.”

Also important, according to Gov. Perry, is making sure
that Texas residents are safe in their neighborhoods,
securing the border with Mexico and fighting the rise in
gang violence.

He also thinks that there needs to be a voter ID bill and a
way to create more jobs by continuing to purge the state
and government agencies.

“We didn’t reach this place that we find ourselves in by
accident. It was (the citizens of this state) making hard
decisions over the past six years,” Gov. Perry concluded.
“We can continue to sustain this momentum. We can set
the example for the rest of the country and keep Texas
going strong. To get this done, we all have to work
together. I hope that you will hear the challenge, be
involved and continue to make Texas the greatest place do
business, raise a family and call home.”

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Pearl talks Poe, writing during three-
lecture tour of Collin College 
Matthew Pearl looks like a
regular dude.

In fact, he looked more like a
college student than half the
students at the Central Park
Campus Conference Center or
the other 1,000 or so that sat to
listen to the best-selling author
at the Preston Ridge or Spring
Creek campuses as part of the
Book-in-Common program
featuring Pearl and his second
novel, The Poe Shadow.

Slightly disheveled hair, facial hair that isn’t going
anywhere, casual attire and a nonchalant attitude toward
his chosen profession. All of this from a Harvard grad, an
attendee of the Yale Law School and an unassuming
member of the literary glitterrati.

“To tell you the truth, I never wanted to be a writer. It was
an accident,” Pearl said.

“Have I read anything you’ve written?”

It’s a question that puzzles Pearl. Taken literally, how
would Pearl ever know what a stranger has or hasn’t read.

It’s actually a handful of social situations that Pearl is at
least somewhat at odds with since he published his first
novel, The Dante Club, in 2005, The Poe Shadow in 2007
and, finally, The Last Dickens in 2009.

He started writing while at Yale after years of reading in
high school and college. As an undergrad at Harvard, Pearl
was too intimidated to take the admissions exam for a
creative writing class in fear he’d be turned down. Not
exactly the attitude of a New York Times bestseller.

“For me, I thought of a story which became my first book,
The Dante Club, and made myself a writer,” Pearl said.
“On the negative side of that sale, because I never wanted
to be a writer, I didn’t know what it took to be a writer.”

Once while walking down a street in New York City, Pearl
noticed someone reading The Dante Club on the street. In
a fit of elation, Pearl blurted out “That’s my book!” Although
apparent lunatics shouting on New York City streets may
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not be as rare as in other cities, the action was met with a
strange look.

Another time, Pearl said he was stuck on an airplane in
Chicago sitting on a tarmac for three hours when the
woman in the next seat starting reading his book. Having
learned a lesson, Pearl kept a potential outburst to himself.

“It’s an odd feeling seeing people reading your words. If
you think about it, when you’re writing something important
to you, and it might not be fiction, you’re really selective
who you show it to. That goes out the window when you
publish something. Suddenly it’s not in your power at all to
decide who reads your book. It takes time to adjust to, that
the book isn’t under your control,” Pearl said.

‘Nevermore’

Another common aspect for the best-selling author is the
book signing. Pearl noted that his initial “microscopic”
signature drew the ire of a fan or two. Not only did he
make his signature bigger, but he decided to add a tagline.

A discarded tagline idea for The Dante Club was “Go to
hell.” One for The Poe Shadow was “Nevermore,” which
Pearl admits didn’t really make sense in the book signing
medium.

“Because I never planned on being a writer, it’s still a bit of
a mystery to me what it is to be a writer,” Pearl said. “It
gives me a chance to explore not just their books, but who
they were as people and what that interaction is between
the book and the people.”

Pearl’s, so far, made a career out of the “literary” or
“historical” fiction genre. In all three of his books, he’s
designed a fictitious story out of real circumstances and
people.

The Poe Shadow chronicles the dealings of a Baltimore
lawyer who risked his career, friends, family and love life in
order to investigate the suspicious death of his favorite
writer, Edgar Allen Poe.

Poe’s death is real. So is the mystery of his death. What
isn’t real is Pearl’s characters, the intrigue and action.

Just as the hero – Quentin – looks to save the reputation
of Poe post-mortem, the idea of celebrity and image is a
major theme for Pearl.

At the lecture, Pearl brought out a stuffed Poe decked out
in velvet jacket and a raven (which detaches) perched on
the toy shoulder. The stuffed Poe is pale as a ghost and
ominous looking.

This popular image of Poe, Pearl notes, is largely
inaccurate. He states that most readers are “repulsed and
intrigued” by Poe. In literature, sometimes there exists a
“powerful ambiguity” that puts the reader (not the character
or author) in a position to create their own assumptions.

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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“Sometimes we assume a writer is his or her book or story.
That’s not always the case,” Pearl said. “There’s a reason
for that characture because he single handedly invested
the genre we know as horror. Too often, we make the
mistake that as a person he was actually just like a
character you’ll find in his story. The reason for that is
because he tended to write in first person and didn’t name
his character. So we have this feeling that Poe is one of
his characters or narrators.”

These expections have manifested themselves in Pearl’s
career. He’s been told that he doesn’t look old enough to
write books. During a phone interview, the interviewer tells
Pearl, “You know, you don’t sound creepy.”

“For me writing the Poe Shadow was getting to know Poe
in a different way,” Pearl said. “He’s not a character in the
novel, but he’s a presence in the novel and that’s what the
title of the book means – he’s a shadow over the story and
the characters.”

Getting to know Poe helped him write in a sympathetic
vein and to write from the perspective of a fan of literature.
He also put forth facts about Poe that many people may
not know.

Like, Poe was relatively poor and unpopular at the time of
his death. He helped free a slave. He did marry his 13-
year-old cousin and were together for 10 years until her
death.

“Because we can never know what happened in Poe’s
death, it allows people to superimpose their own ideas into
his death,” Pearl said. “Many people don’t know where
Poe was born. It was Boston. I’m from Boston, and most
people don’t know that. Very few people were aware of his
death or funeral. There were only four mourners at his
funeral. There were no flowers left on the grave. It got me
started thinking about the subject of this novel. My first
vision revolved around who loved Poe’s writing seeing this
funeral and wanting to make it right for Poe. He’s not
considered a particularly famous writer. I wanted to imagine
what if someone started investigating his death not 100
years later, but minutes later.”

A Reader’s Writer

Pearl notes that Poe – over time – has been much-
maligned by scholars and literary pundits because he’s
such a fan favorite. For this reason – and because he’s
such a fan of literature himself – Pearl made the conscious
effort of making Quentin a reader, not a thinker.

“Usually it’s giving you great opportunity as a writer and
reader to have that interchange. For my novel I wanted my
hero to be a reader, not a scholar or writer or a publisher,
but simply a reader who loves Poe and I wanted to ask
that character, “How far will you go to protect a writer you
didn’t know in person, l but in your heart you know as a
part of your life because he meant so much to you?” Pearl
said. “It let me explore what it meant to be a writer, which
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in 1850 was very courageous. It was financial suicide.
When you published a novel, back then you got paid in
copies of your novel. Most of the writers who were able to
achieve success were already wealthy or were from a good
family and married very wealthy, like Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. That allowed them the security to concentrate
on writing. Someone like Poe had to struggle his entire life.
This was not a crazy person or an eccentric.”

For more information about the Book-in-Common program
visit www.ccccd.edu/academics/Bookincommon.
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As Veterans Day approaches, college
reflects and gives thanks 
With Veteran’s Day looming, Cougar News profiles a
member of the pride that served in the armed forces.

 
“Service” tends to define Adam Oldaker.
 
He’s piggybacked three-and-a-half years of service with
the U.S. Army to a lifetime of service as a firefighter and
paramedic.
 
Soon after you read this story, the 24-year-old Allen
resident will have graduated from the Collin College Fire
Academy.
 
“(Firefighting) is something I’ve always wanted to do since I
was a kid,” he said. “I get a real satisfaction out of helping
people and there’s no other career that provides that like
being a firefighter.”
 
The pressure and the fleeting moments between life and
death are something Oldaker and a lot of other members of
the military are used to.
 
From October 2007 to January 2009, Oldaker was
stationed in Iskandariyah, in Iraq, about 25 miles south of
Baghdad and just east of the Euphrates River.
 
Iskandariyah, named after Alexander the Great, was one of
the major cities located within Iraq’s “Triangle of Death,”
what the Washington Post called a “lawless and seething
region” due to Sunni Muslim insurgency against police, the
National Guard, military, foreigners and rival Shiite
Muslims.  
 
Nevertheless, Oldaker survived and once back in the
states he set his sights on his career and education
pinpointing Collin College’s Fire Academy as one of the
best.
 
Oldaker is not alone. Veterans are filling college and
university classrooms in record numbers.  
 
For the fall 2009 semester, more than 500 veterans
registered for classes at Collin College marking a 20
percent increase over last year. That number is expected
to go even higher.
 
According to a Washington Post report in September 2009,
the Department of Veterans Affairs expects the number of
student veterans receiving benefits to increase by 25
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percent to 460,000.
 
Collin College notes that at least $1.5 million in GI Bill
money and veterans benefits were used to pay for an
education this semester.
 
The increase in veterans hitting the books is at least
partially attributed to $78 million in federal money set aside
for veterans under the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which went into
effect Aug. 1.
 
The GI Bill – or the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of
1944 – was enacted for veterans of World War II to receive
a college education, vocational training, loans to start
businesses or to buy a home.
 
Over the years, the bill has undergone various alterations
leading up to the passage of the Post-9/11 Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2008, one in which Oldaker
himself is using to pay for his education.  
 
The main differences between the new bill and previous
bills are that benefits are based on the cost of the most
expensive institution in one’s own state.
 
Also, after 10 years of service (or a pledge of 10 years),
benefits are eligible for transfer to a spouse or children.
The bill also allows benefits for housing and books.
 
Veterans Day – Nov. 11 -- was initially called Armistice
Day or Remembrance Day to commemorate the end of
World War I. Hostilities in the first great war eneded on the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month when
Germany signed the armistice in 1918.
 
President Woodrow Wilson formally proclaimed Nov. 11 as
Armistice Day in 1919 and in the mid-1950s it was
summarily regarded as a day to honor all veterans.
 
Oldaker hopes everyone takes a moment to remember
veterans including those still overseas.
 
“The American public needs to know that there are still
mothers, brothers, sons, daughters and fathers still fighting
everyday,” he said.
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Dance Fusion welcomes renowned
guest performer 

The annual Dance Fusion welcomes new guests for its
three performances Friday-Saturday, Nov. 13-14.

In addition to the Collin Dance Ensemble, Dance Fusion
will feature the stylings of renowned performer and
choreographer jhon r. stronks and the Elledanceworks
Dance Company.

Shows are 8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 13, and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 14, at the John Anthony Theatre located on
the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway
in Plano.

Tickets are $8 for general admission and $5 for students
and senior citizens.

As an independent performer and choreographer, jhon r.
stronks has worked around the country. As a performer he
has danced with Winifred R. Harris’ Between Lines, Keith
Johnson and Dancers, Duende Dance Theater, Coriolis
Dance Project, Sandra Organ Dance Company and others.
His choreography has been commissioned by The Houston
Metropolitan Dance Center, Dancers Core’s MFA Houston
Projects, California State University, Moving in the Spirit.
He spent five years as the resident guest
artist/choreographer for Spelman College’s Dance Theatre.

In July, stronks visited Collin College and worked with six
Collin Dance Ensemble students creating “Pulling Clouds
from the Ground,” which will be premiered at Dance
Fusion.
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Elledanceworks Dance Company has been performing
regionally and in the Metroplex for 13 years presenting
concerts, participating in educational and choreographic
residencies and performing as guests of other arts
organizations and institutions. Elledanceworks Dance
Company is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation, the
professional dance company in residence at Collin College
and is co-directed by Ronelle Eddings and Michele Hanlon.

Collin Dance Ensemble, the resident performing company
for Collin College, performs innovative contemporary
modern dance. Under the direction of Tiffanee Arnold, the
company tours throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth area,
performing in local concerts and festivals. The dance
company attends and performs at the American College
Dance Festival annually and has been selected for the
Gala Performance at the regional festivals six times. The
company has also performed in New York City at the
American College National Dance Festival.

The 2009-10 season includes a Dance Exchange with
Lamar University in November and the American College
Dance Festival at Northwestern State University in
Louisiana in April.

Dancers involved in CDE have opportunities to work with
professional dance companies. Former residencies include:
Cheryl Chaddick Dance Theatre, Janice Garrett & Dancers,
Battleworks Dance Company, Pilobolus Too, Eisenhower
Dance Ensemble from Michigan, Houston Metropolitan
Dance Company and others.

For more information and tickets call 972.881.5107 or visit
www.ccccd.edu/dance.
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College libraries offer new search
engines, databases 
By Heather Darrow
Special to Cougar News
 
The Preston Ridge Campus library is filled with stacks,
portable laptops and a wireless lounge that features
frequent seminars on the latest information about
databases and search engines. Recently Collin College
students, professors and staff enjoyed cookies, cider and
“Web 3.0 and New Search Tools.”
 
What does Web 3.0 really mean?
According to technology guru Nova Spivack, “It just means
we’re in the third decade of the Internet.” According to
Librarian Jeanette Jones, Web 1.0 reigned from
approximately 1990-2000 and focused on read-only
content. Web 2.0, 2005-2008, was more interactive and
featured read-write content.
 
“No one is quite sure how Web 3.0 will evolve (or what to
call it) but it is likely to include the semantic web, artificial
intelligence and personalization,” Jones said.
 
What are the latest search engines?
Three search tools that introduce principles of Web 3.0
technology were launched earlier this year: Wolfram Alpha,
Google Squared and Bing.  According to Jones, continuous
upgrades and new partnerships have kept these tools
interesting and in the news.  Chromatik, T2 and Truevert
also offer new possibilities for students, professors and
staff.
 
I use Google. Why should I consider using a different
search engine?
If you are interested in mathematics, comparisons, tables,
charts and a dry wit, Wolfram Alpha has a lot to offer.
Wolfram Alpha is not a search engine; it is a
“computational knowledge engine.” If you type in “Big Mac
Whopper” you will get charts comparing the nutritional
information of both hamburgers. Jones suggests starting
searches with one word and then specifying as you go.
You can type in practically any math problem, and see how
to work it. If you are interested in music, you can type “D
Blues scale” and view music notation, keyboard displays,
note names and even hear an audio recording of the
scale. The downside is that you may get the message
“Wolfram Alpha isn’t sure what to do with your input,” and
while a list of primary sources is provided, individual
attributes are not made in association with specific data.
However, the database redeems itself with pithy answers
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to inane questions like “Can you think? “How are you
feeling?” “How old are you?” and “What do men want?”
 
What is Google Squared?
Google Squared is a search engine that is still in the lab,
or beta, format. What is interesting about this search
engine is that it structures information. You can search for
something, view a chart and then add your own additional
columns to get more information. For example, if you
search for romantic movies and you are given a synopsis,
release date and running time, but you really want to know
the production cost, you can add that column. The
downside is that not all columns have data, there are
mistakes because this is a beta and Wikipedia is often the
source of information, so you cannot cite data for academic
papers.
 
Bing is Beautiful
Bing typically has beautiful landscape photos on its main
page with fun, interactive boxes for those who like to hover
on images. According to Jones, Bing is a decision engine
which organizes search results into categories. Bing
focuses on delivering answers not web pages. If you type
“RFID” (Radio Frequency Identification) into this search
engine, the information will be divided into RFID overview,
specifications, tools, implementation, community and
images to help you refine your search. This search engine
is user friendly. If you type in “Abraham Lincoln,” select the
Videos option and hover over a video icon, the video will
begin to play. If you move your curser off the video icon,
the video will stop playing. If you click on the “reference”
hyperlink on the left side instead of selecting the Videos
option and then type in a question such as “Was Abraham
Lincoln married?” you will get highlighted text from various
sources which will answer your question.

Jones notes that a new feature Bing offers is “Visual
Search” (www.bing.com/visualsearch).
 
“You are limited to the topics provided. Color image tiles
display results. For example, Pulitzer Prize winning fiction
results can be refined by sorting by author, award year,
most recent or practically anything else you can imagine,”
Jones said.
 
On the down side, Bing references Wikipedia quite a bit.
 
Color me Chromatik
If you are interested in adding a little color to your day,
check out Chromatik from Exalabs. This unique beta starts
you off by asking you to select a color. The site is chock
full of Flickr images which are sorted by your color
selections. You can change the proportion of your selected
color to refine your search and you can add colors as you
go. You can also search for particular images with or
without color specifications. You get ready made photos
when you open this box of “colors.”
 
Unraveling a Ball of Twine
According to Jones, the creators of Twine are developing a
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semantic search engine called T2 that will scale across the
web, which means that T2 will “learn” your interests and
will make suggestions about other things you may want to
explore. T2 is a successor to Twine which encourages
people to collect information (such as photos, videos or
articles) and share it with friends and family or other
people using T2 that have similar interests. T2 is still in the
developmental stages.
 
Truly Green
Truevert is a green search engine in a beta format. This
search engine will make the assumption that you are
searching for the environmentally friendly answer to every
query you type. According to the site, “Truevert grabs
results from Yahoo Boss.” A few of the most popular
queries include “How much electricity does a computer
use?,” “Guide to Solar Powered Charger for Laptops,” and
“How to Recycle Electronic Devices for Money.”
 
Don’t miss the next Collin College library seminar. Librarian
Terri Karlseng will present “Databases that Dazzle!” from
12:30-1:15 p.m., Monday, Nov. 2, at the Preston Ridge
Campus library wireless lounge. Karlseng will discuss the
merits of Anatomy TV, ARTstor, Films on Demand, Theater
in (streaming) Video and Smithsonian Global Sound
(streaming music).
 
Librarian Jeanette Jones will offer “The Web 3.0 and New
Search Tools” workshop on a continuous basis to cover
new, key tools as they are launched.
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Second Distinguished Speaker to present
on innovation 
Jonah Lehrer, author of How We Decide and Proust was a
Neuroscientist, will be the second presenter in Collin College’s
2009-2010 Distinguished Speaker Series devoted to
"Innovation."
 
Free and open to the public, Lehrer will present “Innovation in
Learning: How We Decide” at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 10, at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center, 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway in Plano. A question and answer session will
follow.
 
Lehrer will also participate in roundtable discussion from 9
a.m.-1 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 11, at the Preston Ridge
Campus Event Center, 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco.
 
Lehrer, a Columbia University graduate and former Rhodes
Scholar at Oxford University, is a contributing editor at Wired,
Scientific American Mind and National Public Radio’s Radio
Labs. He has also written for The New Yorker, Nature, Seed,
The Washington Post and The Boston Globe.
 
For more information, call 972.881.5927, e-mail
csce@ccccd.edu or visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/distinguishedspeakerseries.html
.
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CTC receives $1.56 million NSF grant 

The National Science Foundation
recently awarded a $1.56 million grant
to Collin College to enhance the work of
the Convergence Technology Center
(CTC) and address the region’s growing
need for convergence technology
specialists.

This three-year grant is the fourth Advanced Technology
Education grant awarded to Collin College in the past 10
years and will emphasize convergence/green information
technology. The CTC, housed at Collin College and
founded in 2004, is a partnership between the college, the
University of North Texas and El Centro College of the
Dallas County Community College District. Together, the
partners will collaborate to develop green IT curriculum,
create online courses, provide professional development
for faculty, recruit underserved populations including
Hispanic students and disseminate the program’s work to
18 community colleges around the country in addition to
the 12 colleges Collin College is already mentoring. 

Collin College is recognized as a national leader in the
field of convergence technology, defined as the installation,
maintenance and operation of voice, video and data over a
secure network. The grant partners are guided by a
convergence business council comprised of industry
leaders interested in developing a workforce for these
high-demand occupations.

Green IT is a natural outgrowth of the convergence field
and was recommended by the business council. Students
who have completed certificates and degrees in Collin
College’s program have secured jobs with local companies,
used their education to help in job promotions and have
transferred to universities to complete four-year degrees.
UNT has an articulation agreement with Collin College for
convergence students to transfer to the Bachelor of Arts
degree in information technology. Credits previously
earned in convergence technology are applied as a field of
specialty.

The green IT focus of the new grant will help students
understand how energy consumption and the carbon
footprint affect business solutions. Along with learning
“green” concepts, students will learn how to create the best
“green” solution to a business problem.

One of 33 NSF Centers, Collin College’s Convergence
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Campus Dates 
The Respiratory Care program will host a final information
session during the fall semester. The final session is 2:30-4
p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 3, at the Central Park Campus, D104a.
Students who are interested in a career in the health care field
should come to hear about the profession of respiratory care,
employment prospects, educational preparation to gain
admission and more. Program staff, current students, and
alumni will be available to answer questions. For more
information, visit www.ccccd.edu/rcp.

The Health Information Technology and
Coding/Transcription program will host information sessions
for those interested in the field from 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday,
Nov. 5, at the Central Park Campus, Room D106a; and 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 10, at the Spring Creek Campus,
Room I111. Students can receive Health Information
Technology packets, admissions criteria, program
expectations, course sequences and prerequisites, and salary
and career options. Visit www.ccccd.edu/healthinfotech.com for
more information.

Librarian Terri Karlseng will present “Databases that
Dazzle!” from 12:30-1:15 p.m., Monday, Nov. 2, at the Preston
Ridge Campus library wireless lounge. Karlseng will discuss
the merits of Anatomy TV, ARTstor, Films on Demand,
Theater in (streaming) Video and Smithsonian Global Sound
(streaming music).

Collin College invites the public to attend Passport to the
World: Collin College’s Cultural Connections, a seven-part
series in which faculty focus on different cultures, lifestyles,
politics and ways of thinking throughout the world. All events
are free. The third event, Siberia: The Surprising Side of
Russia, is from noon-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 4 at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Dr. Don
Weasenforth, professor of English as a second language, Tom
Hudgins, professor of economics, and Sharon Hudgins,
professor of psychology, will be the faculty presenters. For
more information, contact the Center for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement at 972.881.5927 or e-mail csce@ccccd.edu .

A series of blood drives are being held at Collin College
campuses in mid-November. A drive will be from 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 11, at the Spring Creek Campus Atriu,
the Central Park Campus, Room B106, or the Preston Ridge
Campus Shawnee Room. Another drive will be 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Thursday, Nov. 12, at the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. Every
participant will receive a free cholesterol screening and a T-
shirt.
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The annual Dance Fusion is set for 8 p.m., Friday,
Nov. 13, and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 14,
at the John Anthony Theatre. Tickets are $8 for
general admission and $5 for students and senior
citizens. The show will feature the Collin Dance
Ensemble and jhon r. stronks. Call 972.881.5107 or
visit www.ccccd.edu/dance. 

As part of its “meta-cinema” theme, the Auteur Film Series will
screen Sullivan’s Travels at 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 12, at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. The screening is
free and open to the public. Sullivan’s Travels runs 90 minutes
and chronicles the trials of director John L. Sullivan, who wants
to make a social-program film despite knowing nothing about
trouble or poverty. In order to learn, he hits the road as a
hobo. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Seating is limited. Some
material may not be suitable for all audiences. The film is
rated Approved. The film will be followed by a panel discussion
led by Collin College faculty and staff. For more information,
visit www.ccccd.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html or
contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu.

The Institute for Hospitality and Culinary Education has
scheduled a number of student orientations from November
through January. Attending at least one orientation is required
for any student interested in taking a culinary or pastry arts lab
class. The orientations are scheduled for: 6 p.m., Monday,
Nov. 16; 1 p.m., Friday, Nov. 20; 6 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 2;
1 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4; 1 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 5; 6 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 5; and 6 p.m., Monday, Jan. 11 All orientations
will be at the Preston Ridge Campus Alumni Hall, Room A150.
For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/programs/culinaryarts.html.
 
Application for the prestigious Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship is
open. Collin College’s internal deadline for nomination
for the scholarship is Monday, Jan. 4, 2010. Up to two
transfer students from Collin College may be
nominated to the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation by its
Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2010 deadline. For more
information, contact Stephanie Hanson, Collin College’s
Jack Kent Cook Foundation representative, at
shanson@ccccd.edu or call 972.985.3734. Or visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/jackkentcookescholarship.pdf
or www.jkcf.org. 
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College News 
The National Technical Honor Society hosted an
induction ceremony Oct. 28 , at the Central Park Campus,
to honor the latest group of students being welcomed into
the organization. This is the highest national honor
obtainable for students who choose technical education
pathways to successful futures. The purpose of the Collin
College chapter is to reward educational excellence, to
develop self-esteem, to promote critical workplace values
and to champion a stronger positive image for workforce
education. Twenty-one students will be so honored this fall.
They are Rashida Abdul, Bridget Blaylock, Tahili Borges-
Barrios, Stephenie Broden, Tracy Grinnell, Paloma
Hernandez, Timothy Herring, John Knox, Stephanie
Matthews, Kristen Mendez, Nathan Misutka, Kimberly
Moore, Holly Prentice, Emily Romano, Taylor Schmidt,
Morgan Scott, David Sharp, Jay Stennett, Robert Williams,
Ryan Williams, and Shanon Young.

Linda Denke, professor of nursing, recently returned from
speaking at the 19th National Conference of the American
Society for Pain Management Nursing, Sept. 12-15 in
Jacksonville, Fla. Her presentation was titled “Ethnography
of Military Women Experiencing Chronic Non-Malignant
Pain.”

Dr. Barbara Money, vice president of
Student Development, was named the
Educator of the Year by the Plano
Community Forum during its 28th annual
Awards Banquet, Oct. 3.

Professor Joan Reese’s English dual
credit class at Allen High School filled 16
boxes in support of the fall Meals on
Wheels “Harvest Boxes” drive. According
to coordinator Kathy DiBenedetto: “These
students clearly demonstrated that larger issues in the
world are important to them. It’s nice to know teens truly
care and want to share with the elderly.”
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Nov. 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

Professor Joan Reese’s English dual credit class at Allen High School
filled 16 boxes in support of the fall Meals on Wheels “Harvest Boxes”
drive. According to coordinator Kathy DiBenedetto: “These students
clearly demonstrated that larger issues in the world are important to
them. It’s nice to know teens truly care and want to share with the
elderly.”

Meals on Wheels

On October 16, the All  College Council delivered more than 120
decorated boxes of groceries and goods donated by Collin College
faculty, staff and students to the Collin County Council on Aging for the
Meals on Wheels Harvest Boxes Program. 

Monica Barron delivers to those in need.

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
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