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 University leaders sign agreement for CHEC 
Visit www.ccccd.edu/chec to find out more.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Two professors named endowed chairs 
Professors of dance and
nursing named to two-year
endowed chairs; endowments
continue funding scholarships. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Four new Living Legends lauded at Nov. 7
event 

The new library at the Central Park Campus played
host to this year's event honoring pillars of our
community.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College moves web address to
www.collin.edu 
Switch to "collin.edu" coming in January. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Lecture series covers H1N1 virus Nov. 18 
All facts, no fluff about Swine Flu. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Basketball squads prepare for new season 
Men's team looks to repeat
success with young roster. Women's team looks to
make playoffs for third straight year.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 For those who served: College honors
faculty, staff veterans 
A true American hero might be an office over. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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 College News 
Collin College loves making good news with
awards, publications and more.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Q&A: Abe Johnson 
Respiratory care program director talks
about the details of the healthcare field.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
Get on the ball and get these dates on your
calendar.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Fun, challenging and interesting stuff on the
Internet. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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University leaders sign agreement for
CHEC 

College and university officials celebrate the formal establishment of the Collin
Higher Education Center, Nov. 9.

Leaders of some of the foremost higher education
institutions in the area convened at Collin College’s Central
Park Campus Nov. 9 to make history in Collin County.

Dr. J. Robert Collins, chair of the Collin College Board of
Trustees, Dr. Cary Israel, president of Collin College, Dr.
David Daniel, president of The University of Texas at Dallas,
Dr. Gretchen M. Bataille, president of the University of North
Texas, Dr. Dan Jones, president and CEO of Texas A&M
University-Commerce, Dr. Ann Stuart, chancellor and
president of Texas Woman’s University, and Dr. Gary Cook,
president of Dallas Baptist University, formally signed an
agreement setting the stage of the Collin Higher Education
Center’s opening in January.

The center will be a hub for higher education located at the
intersection of Central Expressway and State Hwy. 121 in
McKinney where the five universities will provide junior- and
senior-level college classes in addition to master and
doctoral programs.

The programs proposed by the universities were approved
by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Oct. 29.

To view a web gallery of photos for download of the signing,
visit www.ccccd.edu/webgalleries/checsigning.

For more information, visit www.ccccd.edu/chec or call
972.599.3100.
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Two professors named endowed chairs 
Collin College announced the faculty appointments of its
Lebrecht Endowed Chair for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement and Florence Marie Dickinson Endowed Chair
in Nursing.

Lesley Snelson-Figueroa,
professor of dance, was named
the new Lebrecht Endowed
Chair. Joyce Sizemore, professor
of nursing, was appointed to the
Dickinson Endowed Chair.

Royden L. Lebrecht's $1 million
gift was the largest gift from an
individual philanthropist in the history of Collin College. The
Lebrecht Endowed Chair for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement was established March 2005 to recognize
Lebrecht's commitment to education and the community.
Lebrecht supported a number of charitable and civic
organizations and believed that education created
opportunity.

Lebrecht was born in Denison, Texas, and attended the
University of North Texas. He served as a major during
World War II as a pilot in some of the most dangerous
missions. Lebrecht built many successful business ventures
in Tucson, Ariz., and became a noted real estate
entrepreneur.

Snelson-Figueroa has taught dance for more than 15 years
and has performed across the United States, including in
San Francisco, New York, Chicago, Texas, Oklahoma and
Cincinnati. Before coming to Collin College she served as
adjunct dance faculty for Texas Woman's University,
Tarrant County College and the University of North Texas,
and was faculty and choreographer for Denton Dance
Conservatory. Currently, Snelson-Figueroa is a co-artistic
director of Muscle Memory Dance Theatre, a modern
dance collective.

Snelson-Figueroa completed her bachelor of arts degrees
in dance and business economics from Mills College and a
master of fine arts in choreography and dance performance
at Texas Woman's University.

The Dickinson Endowed Chair in Nursing was established
by Richard Dickinson on behalf of his mother, Florence
Marie, in 2006. The endowment will further the attraction
and retention of highly qualified nursing faculty as well as
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support student scholarships.

Mrs. Dickinson was born in Pawtucket, R.I., in 1902 to
Swedish immigrants. By the time she was 10, both of her
parents were deceased, leaving Mrs. Dickinson and many
of her siblings in the care of an orphanage. Mrs. Dickinson
studied nursing at the Middlesex Hospital in Connecticut.
During her career as a nurse, Mrs. Dickinson worked for a
well-known family in Orange County, Calif., and in a
sanitarium for tuberculosis patients.

Sizemore brings about 30 years of nursing and healthcare
experience to the college. She earned a diploma of nursing
from Germantown Hospital School of Nursing in
Philadelphia. She earned her bachelor of science in
nursing from LaSalle University, a master’s degree from
Texas Woman’s University and is currently working on her
doctorate in nursing education from Capella University.

She’s worked as a nurse educator at Richardson Regional
Medical Center and Medical City Dallas. Sizemore’s also
held positions in New Jersey and California.

Unlike other institutions, endowments at Collin College go
toward scholarships for students. 

For more information about giving opportunities, contact
Mary Frazier, executive director, Collin College Foundation,
972.599.3143.
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Baylor Health Care
System
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About Cougar News

Four new Living Legends lauded at
Nov. 7 event 
The Collin College Foundation honored all Living Legends
– including four new ones – during a ceremony Nov. 7 at
the Central Park Campus library in McKinney.

Baylor Regional Medical Center of Plano, the Citizens of
McKinney, David McCall and Dr. Rick Reedy joined the
ranks of Living Legends, pillars in the community that
exhibit and embrace the Collin College’s core values of
academic excellence, dignity and respect, integrity,
learning, service and involvement, and creativity and
innovation. 

This year’s Living Legends are:

Baylor Regional Medical Center at Plano
Backed by 100 years of experience, the
Baylor Health Care System expanded into
Collin County in 2004 when it opened
Baylor Regional Medical Center at Plano.

Personalized care and advanced
technology make Baylor Regional Medical
Center at Plano a leading hospital serving
North Texas. The hospital’s many awards
and accreditations demonstrate a long-
standing history of superior medical care
and service to the community.

In 2004, the same year the medical center opened its
doors, Baylor Plano demonstrated its commitment to quality
higher education through its contribution to the Living
Legends recognition event as the presenting sponsor. After
four years as presenting sponsor of this event, an endowed
scholarship was established in honor of Baylor Regional
Medical Center at Plano. These multi-year gifts have
awarded 12 scholarships to date and the endowed
scholarship will be annually awarded in their name in
perpetuity. Scholarships have been awarded to students
pursuing their degrees in the allied health fields.

Countless people in this community have been touched by
their generous support of education. Through their
sponsorship of Living Legends, the college is able to award
scholarships in honor of those named Living Legends. In
addition to the Living Legends Scholarships, the
Foundation awards an annual scholarship in Baylor’s
name.

Baylor Regional Medical Center at Plano is now saluted as
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a Living Legend for their unfaltering dedication to healing
the body and strengthening the mind.

The Citizens of McKinney
As Collin College celebrates its 25th
anniversary, the citizens of McKinney,
Texas are recognized for their long-time
support of higher education in Collin
County.

McKinney was the birthplace of Collin
College with the first campus—the
Central Park Campus—established at the
corner of Community Avenue and
University Drive (also known as Highway
380) in January 1986. Today, Collin
College remains the only public college in the county, and
its six locations serve more than 46,000 students annually.

The Citizens of McKinney have also demonstrated
generous support for higher education through
philanthropy. Some of the largest individual and corporate
gifts to Collin College have originated in McKinney. In fact,
the single-largest donation in college history was a gift of
land from the McKinney Economic Development
Corporation for the new Collin Higher Education Center.
The land donation and a $2 million donation for a parking
structure at the site are further evidence of the power of
the McKinney citizens working in collaboration to create a
more vibrant community and region.

The Collin Higher Education Center, scheduled to offer
classes this spring, will allow Collin College graduates to
take junior and senior-level college courses to complete a
university baccalaureate degrees without leaving Collin
County. Partner universities will also offer graduate and
doctoral degree programs at the site. The Collin Higher
Education Center will be the college’s seventh campus and
will open in the heart of Collin County at northeast corner
of Central Expressway and the Sam Rayburn Tollway in
January of 2010.

David McCall
Collin County was the largest county in
the United States without a community
college in the early 1980s, yet it was
quickly becoming one of the fastest-
growing areas in the nation, and a shift
had begun toward high school graduates
beginning their higher education locally.
A community college had previously
failed among Collin County voters.

But in 1984, its time had come, and with
David McCall and Carey Cox co-chairing the organization
that put the college back on the ballot, it passed
overwhelmingly.

Once approved by voters, it was time to elect trustees.
Plano was, by far, the dominant city in the county in those

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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Dr. Rick Reedy

years, but the college organizers had the foresight to
design a slate that was representative of the entire county.
They also hired the college’s first president, Dr. John
Anthony, and the rest has become the impressive history
of one of the most successful local colleges in America.

In addition to his instrumental role in founding Collin
College, Mr. McCall helped begin the Leadership Plano
program during his tenure as president of the Plano
Chamber of Commerce. Among his many civic and
professional activities are service on the boards of Baylor
University and Baylor University Medical Center, chairing
the Dallas Area Rapid Transit Authority board and serving
as president of both the Plano and the Collin County bar
associations. He also has been named Plano’s Citizen of
the Year. A Plano native, Mr. McCall has a rich family
history of civic and academic service. His father, David
McCall Jr., served as the first principal of Mendenhall
Elementary School and, later, the mayor of Plano, as well
as on numerous boards and commissions. His mother,
Nellie, was a teacher, and his brother, Brian, is a Texas
state representative.

Mr. McCall holds a law degree from Baylor and is a partner
in the firm of Gay McCall Isaacks Gordon and Roberts,
which has sponsored Collin College’s signature annual
fundraiser, the Collin Cabaret, as its presenting partner.
The event benefits college students in critical need of
financial assistance to complete their education. Both of Mr.
McCall’s children, Cam and Meredith, work with him at his
law firm. He and his wife, Sharon, enjoy spending time at
their farm in Snow Hill and with his grandson, Hunter.

Dr. Rick Reedy
The Frisco Independent School District
had seven schools when Dr. Rick Reedy
became its superintendent, just 12 years
ago. Since then, the district has become
one of the fastest growing in the nation,
with 46 campuses and 4,700 employees
in 2009.

Dr. Reedy’s lifelong passion for education
got its start in his childhood home in
Whitesboro, Texas. He was one of six
high-achieving children whose mother was an educator. A
scholarship took him to Texas A&M University-Commerce,
where he earned his bachelor’s degree in 1970, a master’s
in 1973 and a doctorate in 1990.

In the meantime, he began his teaching career in
Whitewright ISD in 1970 and moved to Trenton ISD before
coming to Frisco in 1976 as a middle school teacher and
coach. He went on to serve as assistant principal and then
principal of Frisco High School before being named the
district’s assistant superintendent in 1992. Five years later,
after nearly three decades on a steady, progressive career
path, Dr. Reedy’s responsibilities exploded into a pace
experienced by few school district leaders, anywhere. Dr.
Reedy was a driving force, along with the FISD Board of
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Trustees, in creating the Frisco Education Foundation to
provide scholarships for graduating seniors and grants for
innovative educators.

He has been a leader in embracing and promoting the
dual-credit program with Collin College, encouraging Frisco
high school students to enroll in college classes to
simultaneously earn college credits while satisfying high
school requirements. Since FISD entered into the
arrangement with the college in the late 1980s, thousands
of Frisco students have enjoyed the opportunity to get a
convenient and economical jump-start on their transition to
college.

Dr. Reedy has served on many community and
professional boards and is currently involved with the UIL
Legislative Committee, the Academic Decathlon State
Board, the Visioning Institute and the UIL Region 24 Music
Committee. He has been named one of Collin County
Business Journal’s 21 Leaders for the 21st Century, Frisco
Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of the Year and Texas
School Business magazine’s Educator of the Month.

Dr. Reedy and his wife, Judith, have three grown sons —
all Frisco High School graduates — and three grandsons.

Photos from the event are available for download at
www.ccccd.edu/webgalleries/livinglegends2009.

For more information about the Living Legends event or
sponsorship, call Mary Frazier, executive director for the
Collin College Foundation, at 972.599.3143. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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College moves web address to
www.collin.edu 
Collin College will transition to a new URL and e-mails in
the spring semester.
 
The college’s new web domain will be www.collin.edu. All
CougarWeb, GroupWise and CougarMail e-mail addresses
and any system that includes “ccccd.edu” will be replaced
with “collin.edu.”
 
For example, www.ccccd.edu is changing to www.collin
.edu. E-mails will change from
ccougar@cougarmail.ccccd.edu and ccougar@ccccd.edu to
ccougar@cougarmail.collin.edu and ccougar@collin.edu.
 
E-mails will change around Monday, Jan. 11. Both domain
names will work until May 2010, but new e-mails and
addresses should be adopted as soon as possible.
 
For any assistance, contact the Help Desk at
972.548.6555.
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About Cougar News

Lecture series covers H1N1 virus Nov.
18 
Over the past six months, no single news story has
captured the attention of the public as much as the H1N1
virus, or swine flu.
 
For its ninth lecture, the Knowledge is Power (KIP) series
will tackle swine flu with a presentation titled “I Am Not a
Pig. Why Do I Have the Swine Flu?” The Evolution and
Treatment of H1N1.
 
The lecture is set from 1-2 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 18, at
the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center, 9700 Wade
Blvd., in Frisco.
 
The presentation will be delivered by Dr. Nell Ard, the
director of nursing at Collin College, and Dr. David Wood,
professor of biology at Collin College.
 
Dr. Wood will focus on the biology of the evolution of the
H1N1 virus and possible vaccines. Dr. Ard will discuss
precautions, manifestations and treatment of the virus.
 
The event is free and open to the public. A question-and-
answer session will follow the lecture.
 
The Knowledge is Power lecture series pairs professors
from different academic arenas into one discussion about a
topic relevant in global current issues.
 
For more information, contact Brett Adams at 972.377.1604
or e-mail badams@ccccd.edu or Sukanya Subramanian at
972.377.1583 or ssubramanian@ccccd.edu.
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Basketball squads prepare for new
season 

The 2009-10 Cougar Men's Basketball Team

Cougars keep on trucking with new faces
The Collin College men’s basketball team is coming off a
brilliant 26-4 (11-3, in conference) 2008-09 season, which
ended in the second round of the Region V tournament.
 
Unfortunately, no one but three returning players and the
head coach remembers it.
 
The Cougars are bringing in 11 freshman for the 2009-10
season, which provides a fair share of growing pains as
they learn a new system, but the season doesn’t stop for
the defending conference champs to rebuild a little.
 
“You’re always going to have change at a two-year college,”
head coach Jim Sigona said. “Some years we may end up
with five or six sophomores or just one or two. This is one of
those years.”
 
According to Sigona, who’s entering into his 22nd year at
Collin College and coming off a season where he was
named Coach of the Year, the new guys are fitting in well.
 
“They’re doing well. They’re getting better. They’ve got a lot
of learning to do,” he said. “The main goal is to get them
ready to play in the post season.”
 
In conference, the Cougars will have their hands full. Five of
the eight teams last season ended up at .500 or better in
conference. Those same five teams wound up with at least
18 wins. Six of the eight teams had at least .500 records
overall.
 

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000403960.cfm?x=bgd8dgF,bfMhCWRk,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C116897%2Cbgd8dgF
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C2435283%2Cbgd8dgF
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C2637979%2Cbgd8dgF
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C2637979%2Cbgd8dgF
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C116894%2Cbgd8dgF
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C411232%2Cbgd8dgF
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C403960%2CbfMhCWRk%2C1464318%2Cbgd8dgF


Basketball squads prepare for new season

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001585719.cfm?x=bgd8dgF,bfMhCWRk,w[4/13/12 3:20:26 PM]

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Dec. 1. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

Still, Collin College will not be the only team dealing with
change. Sigona calls the conference “wide open” with
teams rising up from last season and competing for the title
this season.
 
Sigona believes that offense will be the team’s strong suit
as a number of the freshmen are good shooters.
 
“I think the strength for us is shooting the basketball well,”
he said. “We’ve got to get better at rebounding. We’re not a
big team so we have to work harder.”
 
Women look to build on second straight playoff season
Three years ago, the Collin College women’s basketball
team had never played a game outside of their regular
season.
 
That means no playoffs. Between then and now, a lot has
changed.
 
The Lady Cougars have put together two straight 20-win,
playoff seasons, which culiminated in the program’s first-
ever playoff win against South Plains College.
 
Head coach Jeff Allen believes it’s the caliber of students –
both in and outside the classrooms – that are on the roster.
 
“There are a lot of factors,” Allen said of the success. “If
you’re going to have a good team, you’ve got to have good
players. We focus on students with character. The
combination of having good athletes, good students and
good people is key.
 
“Our goal when I got here was to get a winning season.
Since, we’ve been able to change the mindset that to have
a winning season is fine, but we want a championship.”
 
Although there’s still a season to be played, the Lady
Cougar might be prime for a long playoff run.
 
They are returning six “solid” sophomores including runner-
up conference MVP Donna Jackson, second-team All
Conference Erin Lewis, starter Checa Simon, Taylor Murray,
Sarah Reno (both of whom started half of last season) and
Sammy Neal, who Allen said is a good role player. All six
have starting experience.
 
“The one thing we’ve never had is six sophomores who
know what it takes to win in the regional tournament,” Allen
said. “The experience we now have is something you can’t
teach.”
 
Allen calls his 2009-10 squad “versatile.” All freshmen, he
said, can shoot, so putting points on the board should not
be an issue.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/mod_print_view.cfm?this_id=1585719&u=cccc&show_issue_date=F&issue_id=000403960&lid=bgd8dgF&uid=bfMhCWRk&XXDESXXpower=Created%20with%20%3Cb%3E%3Ca%20href%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Ecom%2Fcreate%3EeNewsBuilder%3C%2Fa%3E%3C%2Fb%3E
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Basketball squads prepare for new season

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001585719.cfm?x=bgd8dgF,bfMhCWRk,w[4/13/12 3:20:26 PM]



For those who served: College honors faculty, staff veterans

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001595961.cfm?x=bgd8dgF,bfMhCWRk,w[4/13/12 3:20:30 PM]

HOME

November 15, 2009: 
Number 572

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

CougarWeb

View Credit Class Schedule

View Continuing Education Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

Cougarcast

In This Issue...

University leaders sign agreement
for CHEC 

Two professors named endowed
chairs 

Four new Living Legends lauded at
Nov. 7 event 

College moves web address to
www.collin.edu 

Lecture series covers H1N1 virus
Nov. 18 

Basketball squads prepare for new
season 

For those who served: College
honors faculty, staff veterans 

College News 

Q&A: Abe Johnson 

Campus Dates 

Cougar Links 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

For those who served: College honors
faculty, staff veterans 
Collin College takes great pride in supporting the men and
women who serve this country in the armed forces.
 
In honor of the recently celebrated Veteran’s Day, Cougar
News proudly recognizes the faculty and staff at Collin
College that have served.
 
U.S. Air Force
Tere Beaty
Bill Blitt
Mike Cohick
Joshua Edwards
Al Gober
Michael Henderson
Bryan Humphreys
Ronald Kline
Donald Lennert
Dean Wallace
 
U.S. Army
Purnell Chadmon
Jim Eiting
Arianna Gray
Ernie Howell
Bill James
Brian Lenhart
Thomas Miller
Nick Morgan
Daniel Purdom
Jeremy Purdom
Kevin Schimick
 
U.S. Marines
Perry Curtis
Kerry Jeffrey
Kelle Kennemer 
 
U.S. Navy
Jennifer Askew
Mary Balla
James Banks
Steven Butler
Glen Grimes
Jim Hamilton
Bill Kelly
Audrey Krueger
Frank Mayhew
James Purdom
Patrick Schaefer
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College News 
Collin College exceeded its $25,000 goal by raising
$42,535 for the State Employee Charitable Campaign.

Sherry Schumann, associate vice
president of Distance and Weekend
College, successfully defended her
dissertation at the University of North
Texas Oct. 23. The dissertation title is
“The Relationship of Student
Characteristics, Help Seeking Behavior,
Academic and Environmental Variables
with Student Course Completion in
Community College Online Courses: An
Application of a Conceptual Model.” She
will receive her doctorate in December.

The East Texas Historical Association awarded the Ottis
Locke Award for best book on East Texas history to Dr.
Kyle Wilkison, professor of History. Dr. Wilkison’s book is
titled, Yeomen, Sharecroppers and Socialists: Plain Folk
Protect in Texas, 1870-1914.

Dr. John Glass, professor of sociology, has co-authored a
recently published book titled Health & Medical Issues
Today: HIV/AIDS.

Matthew Ware Coulter, professor of history, and David
Marble, professor of criminal justice, published "Active and
Collaborative Learning in the Dallas Community:
Connecting History, Criminal Justice, and the
Assassination of John F. Kennedy" in the April 2009
Journal of Learning Communities Research. The article
describes best practices for involving learning community
classes in the surrounding community.

Ralph Long, professor of speech, was named the
president of the Texas Speech Communication Association
for 2009-10. The association, which is in its 86th year, is
the largest in the 50 states for speech and communication
teachers, representing more than 2,000 teachers from
middle schools to graduate universities. 

Karen Whalen, professor of developmental reading,
published “The Strategy Debate: How Teacher Educators
and Textbooks May Contribute to Confusing Terminology”
in the College Reading Association Yearbook. 

Dr. Nell Ard, director of nursing, was
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co-editor of the book, Clinical Nursing
Education: Current Reflections,
published by the National League for
Nursing. Dr. Ard also submitted a
chapter titled, “Transforming Clinical
Education in Nursing.” Kathy Blust,
professor of nursing, co-authored a
chapter, Student Perspectives on
Clinical Learning.

In its Oct. 5 issue, Community College Week featured a
story that included information about Collin College’s
Green IT Program, the Convergence Technology Center
and Principal Investigator Ann Beheler. 

The public relations department’s Connection newsletter
and Heather Darrow’s feature story on Lisa Roy-Davis’
Lebrecht Endowed Chair project won gold at District IV of
the National Council for Marketing and Public Relations.
District IV covers all of Texas, New Mexico, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming, and there were nearly 400
entries this year. 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board recently
awarded Collin College a $293,055 Carl D. Perkins Grant
to improve the retention rates among career and
technology education students. The college will collaborate
with the University of Texas at Tyler and Texas State
Technical College at Marshall.
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Q&A: Abe Johnson 
Abe Johnson, director of the respiratory care
program, took a couple of minutes to answer
some questions from Cougar News about the
program and respiratory care career field.
 
Collin College’s program currently has 27
first-year students and 24 second-year
students. The competitive program takes up to 30 students
a year based on a point system from prerequisites and
grade point average. Plus, applicants must take the
Psychological Services Bureau exam. The top 25 point
getters are invited to join the program.
 
The program also has 14 clinical sites in the Metroplex
including Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas, Parkland
Hospital, Children’s Medical Center and Methodist Hospital.
 
What is respiratory therapy?
Next to nursing, respiratory therapists are the most
clinically-trained healthcare professional as far as giving
medication, assessing patients for disease, recommending
therapy and modifying therapy. We treat patients from
neonatal all the way to geriatric and everything in between.
Primarily, the kind of patients we treat the most are the
ones with cardiopulmonary diseases.
 
Our range of services are from assessing patients for
therapy needs, to giving oxygen and complex duties like
mechanical ventilation in critical care area, high frequency
ventilation, extracorporeal membrane oxygenation,  ECMO.
It’s a very complicated care the patient needs. We also do
hyperbareic oxygen. We’re qualified to do sleep studies
and invasive procedures like drawing arterial blood gasses
and maintain all the analyzers. It’s a broad spectrum from
complex to the simple. It’s all in there.
 
What is the job demand in the respiratory care area?
Our average life expectancy has increased so we have
people living longer, and at the later stages in life they
have more chronic illnesses related to lungs and heart.
Since we treat them our need is going to be there.
Smoking has diminished, but smoking-related issues are
still climbing. Asthma is the No. 1 cause for school
absences in the United States. And a majority of our
patients are asthmatics. We are so specialized to treat
patients, the need for respiratory therapists is going to be
there for a long time. As far as the U.S. Department of
Labor and their statistics, they’re predicting a 19 percent
(23,000) job growth through 2016.
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What is Collin College’s respiratory therapy reputation
in the area?
Our students in the hospitals in the Dallas-Fort Worth area
hold us in a very high level of reputation because our job
placement is 100 percent within six months of graduation
and 97 percent of our graduates get their ultimate
outcome, which is their respiratory therapy credential. Our
satisfaction rate has been five out of five, meaning most
favorable over the last several years.
 
What’s appealing about the respiratory therapy field?
In a respiratory care field, no two days are going to be the
same. It’s extremely fast paced and challenging. Within the
shift, there are so many variables, it’s not mundane, routine
stuff. You have to expect the unexpected every day, which
is why the turnover rate for respiratory therapy is so much
lower than other healthcare professions. You start the day
with the regular set of patients, but in the middle of the
day you get a call from a patient in distress and you have
to work with the rest of the healthcare team to make them
better. You’re on that adrenaline rush all the time and a
sense of satisfaction. A person that couldn’t complete a
sentence because they were breathing so bad will say
“thank you” for helping them breath better.
 
What makes Collin College’s respiratory therapy
program so unique?
No. 1 is the faculty. We have developed a good team. We
don’t make unilateral decisions; we get together and make
decisions. We have a continuous quality improvement
program in place from semester to semester. We look at
national standards from year to year and look at the
outcome of the students taking tests and critique the
teaching styles.
 
The second thing the college has been extremely
supportive to buy expensive equipment. Our lab has some
of the best state-of-the-art equipment available. We have
structured lab where we offer our students the highest
realistic pre-hospital experience. When they are actually in
the patients room they are not gun shy. We have open lab
policies so whenever they want to come to perfect a
technique they can contact me, come and practice all they
want until they get it perfect. To that, add the high fidelity
simulation. They are integrated into every semester of the
program and the last semester, they have to do a
capstone simulation where no help is provided and a
patient situation is given to them and three or four of them
will have to do it. When things are not clinically appropriate
we discuss that in the debriefing time.
 
For more information about the respiratory therapy
program, visit www.ccccd.edu/rcp.
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Campus Dates 
The Institute for Hospitality and Culinary Education has
scheduled a number of student orientations from November
through January. Attending at least one orientation is
required for any student interested in taking a culinary or
pastry arts lab class. The orientations are scheduled for: 6
p.m., Monday, Nov. 16; 1 p.m., Friday, Nov. 20; 6 p.m.,
Wednesday, Dec. 2; 1 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4; 1 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 5; 6 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 5; and 6 p.m.,
Monday, Jan. 11 All orientations will be at the Preston
Ridge Campus Alumni Hall, Room A150. For more
information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/academics/programs/culinaryarts.html.
 
The photography department will host a lecture by Gary
Bishop, renowned photographer, at 7 p.m., Wednesday,
Nov. 18, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
Questions for Bishop can be forwarded to professor
Elizabeth Mellott at emellott@ccccd.edu. Bishop is
exhibiting a show titled Command, Shift, Tab, Return,
Delete from Saturday, Nov. 21-Saturday, Jan. 23 at the
HCG Gallery in Dallas. Bishop’s photographed the famous
like Katherine Hepburn, John Travolta, Ingmar Bergman,
Paul Newman and others in addition to visages of
corporate executives situated on their private jets to lonely,
haunting images of the disenfranchised and dismissed.
Visit www.hcggallery.com for more information.
 
A Guitar Ensemble Concert is set for 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 18, in room C103 at the Spring Creek
Campus. The event is free and open to the public.
 
The Guitar Classes Recital is at 8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 20,
at the John Anthony Theatre. The event is free and open
to the public.

Phi Theta Kappa -- Alpha Mu Tau will hold an
event with a critical focus on a controversial
issue in post-secondary education from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 20, at the Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center. A panel of noted
authorities in education will debate the merits of
advanced placement and dual enrollment
followed by a question and answer session. 
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, contact Dr. Donald Weasenforth at
972.881.5970 or dweasenforth@ccccd.edu.
 
The 18th annual Chili Cook-Off will be from
noon-1:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 20, at the Central
Park Campus Conference Center. Tickets are $5
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and all profits go to the Collin College Children’s
Holiday Fund. Collin Art students are creating
and selling limited supply original artwork bowls
at a cost of $10 each.

The Expressions will perform at 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov.
21, at the John Anthony Theatre. The event is free and
open to the public.
 
A solo guitar recital will be at 7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 23, in
room C104 at the Spring Creek Campus. The event is free
and open to the public.
 
The New Music Ensemble will perform at THE ARTS
Gallery at 8 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 2. The event is free
and open to the public.
 
Collin Theatre Center will present The Boxer,
written and directed by Matt Lyle, Thursday, Dec.
3-Sunday Dec. 13. The Boxer is a unique
theatrical event inspired by the classic silent
films of Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton. The
Boxer is a silent play complete with title and
dialogue projections, live musical
accompaniment, outrageous physical feats and a
modern take on classic comedy. The Boxer will
be presented by the Collin Theatre Center at
Collin College, in the John Anthony Theatre.
Performances are Dec. 3-5 and Dec. 9-12 at 8
p.m., with matinees Dec. 6 and 12-13 at 2:15
p.m. Tickets are $8 for general admission and
$6 for students and senior citizens. For tickets 
call 972.881.5100 or visit
www.collintheatrecenter.com.

The Fall Jazz Concert is slated for 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 5, at the John Anthony
Theatre. For more information, contact Kris Berg,
chair of the jazz program, at kberg@ccccd.edu.  
The Musical Theatre Ensemble will perform at 8 p.m.,
Monday, Dec. 7, at the John Anthony Theatre. The event is
free and open to the public.
 
The Woodwind and Keyboard Ensemble have slated a
concert at 8 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 8, at the John Anthony
Theatre. The event is free and open to the public.

The Fall Music Showcase is set for 8 p.m., Friday, Dec.
11, at the John Anthony Theatre. The event is free and
open to the public.

The Health Information Technology and
Billing/Coding/Transcription programs will host a free
information session from 6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 5, at
the Central Park Campus, Room D106a. 
 
Application for the prestigious Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship is
open. Collin College’s internal deadline for nomination for
the scholarship is Monday, Jan. 4, 2010. Up to two transfer
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students from Collin College may be nominated to the Jack
Kent Cooke Foundation by its Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2010
deadline. For more information, contact Stephanie Hanson,
Collin College’s Jack Kent Cook Foundation representative,
at shanson@ccccd.edu or call 972.985.3734. Or visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/jackkentcookescholarship.pdf or
www.jkcf.org. 
 
The fourth annual Salsa Stand-Off is 3 p.m., Tuesday,
Feb. 9, at the Spring Creek Campus atrium. The event will
feature salsa and chips from local restaurants and Collin
College faculty, staff and students. In addition, there will be
light hors d’oeuvres, entertainment, a bake sale and door
prizes. The event is free.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu.

'My Parents Are Awesome'
An Internet homage to other people's parents. 

Pip, Pip
It's 1920s London in living colour. 

Man, I'm Old
Twenty years since the Iron Curtain fell.  

Cloud Of Atlases
A map guessing game ... without labels or legends. 

Missed It By That Much
The Atlantic bashes Sesame Street 38 years ago. Nice try.
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due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 
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