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 Collin Cougar's fundraising efforts continue 
Raising $1,500 for a scholarship.
He could use your help.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 On-campus employment available 
Are you looking for a job on campus? Here's how.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
Middle of summer and
our students, faculty and
staff can not help but
remain busy. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 This may come as a surprise, but we are all
Africans 
Recently, Collin College sociology professor Dr. John
Glass shared his findings about humans’ native, unified
homeland—Africa. If you are thinking, “I’m Irish, Russian,
Chinese, Polish, Hispanic or Italian, how can that possibly
be true?” keep your mind open and check out the ideas
behind his seemingly outlandish premise.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts 
What percent of our
professors are holding
doctorates?
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
These dates are so
awesome, they may not
be ready for the public.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
From the arts and
sciences, links from the
great, vast Internet.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Collin Cougar's fundraising efforts
continue 
Collin Cougar's scholarship
fundraiser is ongoing and is
picking up steam.

To date, $291 has been raised
toward the $1,500 goal. The
funds will benefit a scholarship
from the Collin College
Foundation.

Go to
www.firstgiving.com/collincougar and donate. If everyone
gave $1, Collin would meet the $1,500 goal.

Donating is secure, fast and simple.

The average cost of attendance for two 15-hour semesters
is $1,116. The $1,500 should cover tuition, books and fees
for the average student.
Tuition for some majors is even higher, such as nursing
and dental hygiene, which typically cost $2,500-$3,500 a
year.

In 2009-10, about $300,000 in scholarships was awarded
to 322 students. And the need grows with every year.

Visit www.firstgiving.com/collincougar to see more and
donate.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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On-campus employment available 
By Sarah Henderson
Special Contributor

 
Are you looking for a job on campus?
 
If the answer is yes, then look no further than Collin
College’s website, www.collin.edu.   
 
Click the “Jobs” link under “About Us.”  You can see all of
the jobs that are posted for On-Campus Student
Employment with two easy clicks.
 
To be eligible to apply for a student assistant position, you
must first be actively registered in a minimum of one credit
hour at the college or a minimum of six credit hours for
Federal Work Study (FWS) positions.
 
All student assistant and FWS jobs are posted under the
“Student Assistants” link. You can fill out an online
application and attach your resume/cover letter for any jobs
for which you would like to be considered.
 
You can access on-campus employment opportunities from
any internet-equipped computer, including any of the
computer labs on campus.
 
Student employment allows students to work up to 20
hours a week and it pays above minimum wage.
 
If you are unsure if you are eligible for FWS positions,
contact the financial aid office at any Collin College
campus. They will be able to assist you in applying for
FWS. Once you have been awarded, you will be able to
attach your award letter with your application online.
 
If you would like assistance updating your resume or cover
letter, bring a copy to any of our Career Services and
Student Employment offices and we will show you ways to
improve them.
 
Call the Spring Creek Campus office at 972.881.5781, the
Central Park Campus at 972.548.6747 or the Preston
Ridge Campus at 972.377.1770.  
 
Sarah Henderson is the on-campus student employment
and records specialist at the Central Park Campus.
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College News 

Joan Reese, associate professor of
English, published the short story, "Trading
Manhattan for Bentonville,” in The
Smoking Poet. She published the poem,
"Word of the Day," in SilkwormsInk. Her
creative nonfiction, "For Captain Paul," and
poem, “June, Texas,1993,” was published
in Connotation Press. In September, her
flash fiction piece, "New Friends," will be
published in the print journal Eclectic
Flash.

Shirin Tavakoli, Michael Lundie and Paul Boynton were
awarded full scholarship to Southern Methodist University
(SMU). All three will transfer to SMU this fall. Tavakoli and
Lundie participated in Collin College’s pre-admission
program with SMU.

Michael Lundie, Shirin Tavakoli and Paul Boynton

Dr. Collin Thomas, professor of biology, was named co-
principal investigator on a NASA grant application with
noted award-winning Professor Lynn Rothschild of Stanford
University. Dr. Rothschild’s Stanford website already
features labs Dr. Thomas wrote for his Collin College
Astrobiology Learning Community with Professor Greg
Sherman.

In order to ensure that students keep the classes that they
have registered for, payment is required. Summer II early
registration payment deadline is at 8 p.m., Wednesday,
July 7. After the early registration payment deadline date,
any new course enrollment must be paid for on the same
date as the enrollment activity. For more information on
payments, go to
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/bursar/index.html. 

Larry Stern, professor of sociology,
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published an article in the American
Psychology Association in the June 2010
issue of APA Monitor. The article is titled
"The memory-transfer episode" -
Feeding trained worms to their
cannibalistic brothers, James V. McConnell
argued that memories are encoded in the
structure of molecules.”

Heart International, an international peer review journal that
keeps cardiologists up to date with advances in the
diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular disease, has
published a research paper co-authored by Amina Tassa,
professor of biology, and Mounir Errami, associate
professor and others. The paper is titled, “Carbamazepine
Alone and Especially in Combination with Doxycycline
Attenuates Isoproterenol-Induced Cardiac Hypertrophy.” The
research presents a new drug therapy that could potentially
treat Cardiac Hypertrophy, a deadly consequence of
hypertension. UT Southwestern Medical Center, where Dr.
Errami is employed full time, has filed a patent on the
medication therapy.

Amina Tassa and Mounir Errami

Laurence Lloyd, assistant director of Global EDGE,
graduated from the Northern Collin County Leadership
Program.

The Texas Veterans Commission Journal featured a story
about Collin College’s veterans-only classes in its May/June
2010 issue. The article quotes Dean Barbara Coan and
discusses Collin’s program “Service to Scholar” that offers
courses specifically designed for veterans to help them
transition back to civilian life.
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This may come as a surprise, but we
are all Africans 
By Heather Darrow
Special Contributor

Recently, Collin College sociology professor Dr. John
Glass shared his findings about humans’ native, unified
homeland—Africa. If you are thinking, “I’m Irish, Russian,
Chinese, Polish, Hispanic or Italian, how can that possibly
be true?” keep your mind open and check out the ideas
behind his seemingly outlandish premise.
 
Funny, you don’t look African 
Glass says he has been interested in the identity of
different races and physiological factors that contribute to
this concept for years. He hits the topic head on by asking
how we describe Dave Chappelle, Kate Hudson and
Vicente Fox. If you say black, white and Mexican, he
asserts that you have a problem because Mexican is not a
color. If you opt for black, white, and brown, you still have
a problem because you have to define how brown is
brown, how black is black and how white is white and then
decide how to describe every color in between.
 
“When I grew up we had black, brown, yellow, red and
white. Since then we have moved from race in physical
characteristics to ethnicity, like African American,” he said.
 
The problem with all of these categories, Glass says, is
that we tend to formulate beliefs based on the categories.
 
“We make the assumption that we know that Vicente Fox
is Hispanic, so we know all about him now. We list
opinions based on that. We believe Hispanics are Catholic
and have large families or Asian Americans are all smart
or African Americans like rap not country. Asia has almost
three billion people, so you are telling me that all these
billions of people get good grades and listen to their
parents and drive slowly?! It sounds ridiculous, but we
believe this,” Glass said.
 
According to Glass, the genus for categorization came from
Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus and his work Systema
Naturae in 1735.
 
“The problem with categories is that they are human made.
We think they are natural, but they are not. They lump
together gross distinctions but neglect finer variations.
Biology doesn’t care what you are. Humans make the
categories. Races are not in nature.”
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Glass explains that we make the initial mistake when we
create the categories. If we say a 5’ 9” woman is tall that
may seem true if she is standing near others who do not
share her height. However, if she stands near women who
are 6’ 3”, she would no longer be considered so tall.
 
“Tallness does not exist. A person is re-categorized as
medium if more people are added to the group. Likewise,
we think there is a difference between A, B and C
students, but the difference between the B and the A may
be two points. Color is a percentage of UV light reflected.
We can’t say a person belongs to a certain race because
of skin tone because there are no clear dividing lines.”
 
Glass asserts that DNA provides evidence against the idea
that we are all from different races. He says in the human
genome there is a one to three percent difference between
what we consider different races. So if we are not different
races, what are we? According to Glass, our differences
stem from genetic variation, natural selection and
adaptation from differing environmental conditions. He
explains that UVB radiation catalyzes vitamin D in the skin
via melanin. At the equator, we get lots of UVB. Melanin
serves as a natural sunscreen. In the northern hemisphere,
we get all UVA radiation, and UVA does not stimulate
melanin, so people lost pigmentation. For more proof,
Glass believes we should take a closer look at the Koi San
people in Botswana.
 
Glass says geneticist and anthropologist Spencer Wells
has collected DNA samples from around the world for the
last seven or eight years. He is trying to track migratory
patterns out of Africa. According to Glass, Wells has
evidence that the Koi San people that live in Botswana are
the people that everyone is related to. They are an
amalgamation of what we consider our ethnic differences,
such as the shape of our eyes or noses. Their skin tone is
not very light or dark because the natural selection is best
for that environment.
 
Watch Wells’ journey at www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ybji0axp6s0&feature=related.
 
According to Glass, the first migration from Africa headed
east to India and then to Australia. For about $100, you
can submit information and see where you came from.
 
“My genetic ancestry came from the second migration out
of Africa. Seventy percent of the men from Western Europe
share the same markers as I do.”
 
What does it all mean?
Glass says it is time to rethink our relationships to one
another, to eliminate some words from our language, drop
ridiculous and antiquated ideas, act with increased
knowledge and sanity and to pay attention to what else we
are categorizing that is inaccurate.
 
“I am not talking about negating your heritage. People
should be proud of their respective heritages. I think we
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are all from Africa, and I think it is pretty neat. I have an
adopted son who is black (or “African American”), and I feel
closer to him because of this knowledge. In the summer he
gives me a hard time because I have to use sunscreen,
and he doesn’t. He says, ‘My skin is better adapted than
yours.’ And I reply, ‘That is true because I am melanin
challenged.’”
 
Take a human variation quiz at
www.understandingrace.org/humvar/quiz.html.
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Campus Dates 
Pre-Law Advisor now available on Spring Creek
Campus. Those thinking about law school or wanting to
explore the option, now is the time to contact a pre-law
advisor. The Collin College pre-law advisor is available
from noon-2 p.m., every Tuesday in Room G145 at the
Spring Creek Campus, or by appointment. Contact
professor Robert Franklin at RFranklin@collin.edu. 

Registration for Collin College’s summer II is open to all
students through Monday, July 12. Registration at Collin
College can be done through CougarWeb. In order to
ensure that students keep the classes that they have
registered for, payment is required. Summer II early
registration payment deadline is at 8 p.m., Wednesday,
July 7. After the early registration payment deadline date,
any new course enrollment must be paid for on the same
date as the enrollment activity. For more information on
payments, go to
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/bursar/index.html. For more
information about registration and admissions, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/. For more general
information, visit the college website at www.collin.edu or
call 1.877.COLLIN1.

Registration for fall 2010 is ongoing. Go to
http://cougarweb.collin.edu.  

All campuses closed Monday, July 5 in honor of
Independence Day. 

The Convergence Technology program is hosting an
event from 5:30-7:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 6, at the Preston
Ridge Campus Heritage Hall, Room H241. The event is
free and open to all Collin College students, faculty and
staff. Learn more about careers and opportunities in the
field of networking, cybersecurity and convergence
technology, and about the Convergence Technology
program at Collin College. RSVP with Patti Tenenbaum at
ptenenbaum@collin.edu. 

Summer II classes begin Monday, July 12. Registration is
open until the first day of class. 

Tammy Terrell, LPC-S, consultant with the Department of
Defense, will talk about accommodating servicemen and
women in the college environment from 9 a.m.-noon,
Friday, Aug. 6, at the Spring Creek Conference Center.
Seating is limited. Terrell will cover trends relate to
deployment, resources, family impact and how college
personnel can be most effective. Contact Linda Qualia at
lqualia@collin.edu or Lanae Jobe ljobe@collin.edu to
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reserve a seat. LPC CEU's will be available for licensed
counselors. 

The Collin College Foundation will host its annual
Scholarship Awards Ceremony at 6:30 p.m., Thursday,
August  12, at the Embassy Suites Frisco Hotel and
Conference Center, 7600 John Q. Hammons Drive, in
Frisco. 

Destination College will host "Being A Cyber Smart
Student: What You Do Now Can Affect You Later" from
6:30-8 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 7, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. The event will feature Dallas-Fort
Worth attorney, Lynn Rossi Scott, who will discuss the
pitfalls for students including copyright violations, identity
theft, social networking, cyberbullying, sexting, shaming
and more. The event is free and open to the public. E-mail
destinationcollege@collin.edu to reserve a seat. Visit
www.collin.edu/destinationcollege for more information.
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About Cougar News

Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar Links and have shared some of their favorite
things online with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to mrobinson@collin.edu. 

This edition, we go by the numbers: 

10 Most Disturbing Scientific Discoveries
Yikes.

101 Best Sandwiches In New York City
Nos. 99, 82, 77, 70, 54 and 16 look especially delicious.

4 Career Networking Tips That Work
It's who you know.

28 Places To See Before You Die
Read the article. Then read the comments. They're neat.
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