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 College named to President's Honor Roll 
Collin College on national list for second straight year. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cap 'n' gown: Graduation brings pomp,
circumstance 
Commencement ceremony tips
cap to graduates at Allen Event
Center May 13. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 College News 
The only good news is good
news. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Looks like summer. Feels like
summer. Must be summer. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Fire academy has class 
Collin College's Fire Academy graduated
its 50th class in May. Learn more about
how the program got off the ground in
this two-part series. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Luncheon raises funds for ESL scholarship 
When Joseph Deng started practicing his speech in class
for the recent English as a Second Language lunch, he
knew he had a 10-minute limit. Forty-five minutes later, he
still held his classmates’ rapt attention.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
It's a Cougar Links Dance
Party! 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Review: 'Borrow a Horse' 
A review of Old Calf's new record,
Borrow a Horse. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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College named to President's Honor
Roll 

For the second straight year, the Corporation for National
and Community Service named Collin College to the
President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor
Roll.
 
The honor recognizes higher education institutions that
reflect the values of exemplary community service and
achieve meaningful outcomes in their communities. It is
one of the highest levels of recognition of the federal
government for commitment to service and civic
engagement.
 
The Corporation for National and Community Service,
which has administered the Honor Roll since 2006,
admitted a total of 641 colleges and universities for their
impact on issues from literacy and neighborhood
revitalization to supporting at-risk youth.
 
Of that total, 511 were named to the Honor Roll, 114
received the recognition of Honor Roll with distinction, 11
were identified as finalists, and six received the
Presidential Award.
 
Earlier this year, Collin College was one of 12 community
colleges nationwide selected by the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching for its 2010 Elective
Carnegie Community Engagement Classification. 
 
For more information about the President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor Roll, visit
www.NationalService.gov/HonorRoll.
 
For more information about Collin College’s civic
engagement initiatives, visit the Center for Scholarly and
Civic Engagement’s webpage at
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/.
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Cap 'n' gown: Graduation brings pomp,
circumstance 
Collin College hosted its commencement ceremony May
13 at the Allen Event Center. Here are some of the sights
from the event. View more photos here. 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: June 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu. Submit copy that
is proofed, edited and saved in Word
format. Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Justin Jones,
contributor; Heather Darrow,
contributor; Nick Young, photography
and layout. 
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College News 
Deborah Cardenas,
professor of biology, had her
article, “Blurring the Lines
Between Online and Traditional Classroom
Pedagogy,” published in the May 2 edition of
 Community College Week.
 
About 150 students and faculty attended the
Service Learning Reflection Receptions at the
Central Park, Preston Ridge and Spring Creek
campuses May 2-6. 
 
Shirley Terrell, professor of English as a Second
Language, was the recipient of a Professional
Development Award at the 45th Annual
International Teachers of English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL) Conference held in
March in New Orleans.
 
Pam Love-White, counselor, received the
National Society of Leadership and Success
Award from Sigma Alpha Pi. Sigma Alpha Pi is an
organization that helps people discover and
achieve their goals by bringing together success-
orientated individuals for the betterment of their
communities.
 
The Men’s National Tennis Tournament was held
May 16-20 at the Spring Creek Campus.
Vincennes University placed first. Co-defending
champs Collin College finished in fourth place.
Collin College’s third singles Kyle Rowe was
runner-up and made second team All-American.
Collin College’s first doubles Alex Sanders and
Michael Tymkin were runner-up and second team
All-American.
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Campus Dates 
Summer I and III begin
Monday, June 6. 

Registration is open for the 2011 Math Summer Bridge
Program for incoming students. The program is scheduled
Mondays-Thursdays, June 13-30. Participants have the
choice of attending workshops from 10:10 a.m.-12:10 p.m.
at the Preston Ridge Campus, or from 1-3 p.m. at the
Spring Creek Campus. Students must attend sessions at
one site. The Math Summer Bridge Program is free. Seating
is limited. Math placement testing will be required as part of
the application process. The Math Summer Bridge Program
is an intensive three-week session and participants should
plan to attend the entire time. Visit
www.collin.edu/destinationcollege or call 972.377.1772 to
apply or for more information. 
 
Open online registration for the fall 2011 semester will
begin Tuesday, June 21. For more information, visit
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?
z=cccc%2C500166%2Cbj2Qy77q%2C3721405%2Cbj8VjTW.
 
Collin College will host a series of New Student
Orientations – for parents, students and non-traditional
students -- throughout July and August. All students are
encouraged to attend. The free sessions will provide an
overview of all available resources, services and
opportunities at Collin College. For details on times and
dates contact orientation@collin.edu or 972.377.1750.
Register now online at www.collin.edu/orientation.

THE ARTS gallery will present “Yellow Wallpaper” from
Thursday, June 9-Wednesday, June 29. The exhibition is
free and open to the public. “Yellow Wallpaper” is the
annual photography scholarship show featuring student
works of Katherine Simpson, Natalie Grubb, Brooke Opie
Ragusa, Iris Brawley, Diane Smith and Alyssa Lancaster. A
reception is set from 6-8 p.m., Friday, June 10 at the
gallery. THE ARTS gallery summer hours are: Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about this
show or future shows, visit the gallery’s website at
www.collin.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873.
 
The Collin Theatre Center will present William
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew as part of its
2011 Summer Shakespeare Tuesday, June 28-Sunday, July
3 at the John Anthony Theatre. This year’s performances
will be directed by Joanne Zipay, artistic director of the
Judith Shakespeare Company in New York. Visit
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www.collintheatrecenter.com for more information.

Independence Day is Monday, July 4. All campuses closed.

Summer II begins Monday, July 11. 

Applications are available for the Southern Methodist
University pre-admission program. The deadline for fall
admission to the program is Monday, Aug. 1. Criteria for
students are a GPA of 2.95 with less than 30 transferable
hours and a GPA of 2.7 with more than 30 transferable
hours. The application is available here. Go
to http://transferu.collin.edu/smu.html for more information.
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Pat McAuliff, director of the Collin
College Fire Academy, speaks at the
graduation of class No. 50.
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Fire academy has class 
Collin College's Fire Academy graduated class No. 50
recently. This is a two-part series about the past and
present of the program.

Like most institutions, the Collin
College Fire Academy had its
humble beginnings.

It is almost too hard to believe
today. The academy graduated
class No. 50 May 19.
Representatives from the
previous 49 classes attended
the proceedings – living
testaments to a program that
had its roots in a minivan.

Pat McAuliff is the only director
the college's fire academy has
ever had.

He spearheaded its inception in 1986 with an associate of
applied science degree, geared toward firefighters seeking
to advance in the career.

By 1991, the fire academy had started.

"The academy is the basic training for firefighter
certification," McAuliff said. "We were taking individuals out
of high school or wherever and training them to be a
certified firefighter. That was a big switch for us because
we had to have the equipment, facilities, places to have
live burns, and all of this is required by state curriculum. It
was a real challenge because we had no place to do it.

This was when McAuliff's Ford Aerostar came into the
picture. In its infancy, the program – students, instructors –
jammed into McAuliff's minivan to trek to Lewisville or
Sherman to utilize training facilities for live simulations.

"I ran that fire academy out of the back of my van. It was
filled with equipment – a hose, air bottles, nozzles or
whatever we needed to fight fire with, it got throw in that
van," he said. "The week following, my car smelled like
smoke."

In 1996, something instrumental took place. The retail big-
box store Target had purchased the land where the old city
of McKinney No. 2 fire station existed by the water tower
at Hwy. 380 and Central Expressway.
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The city needed a new No. 2 station and the fire academy
needed space to store equipment and the platforms to run
drills. The college and city worked together to orchestrate
the building of the No. 2 station at its current location
adjacent to Collin College's Central Park Campus on Hwy.
380. Three years later, the college constructed a fire-
rescue training complex at the site in 1999.

The facility has multiple uses now. Of course, there are the
fire academy students. Also, local fire departments utilize
the space for training exercises.

McAuliff is quick to give credit where credit is due. He cites
local departments and cities, the college's board of
trustees and administration for their support. He calls his
instructors and support staff the true secret to the success.

"I say that because when I started the academy, I was the
only full timer. I relied on guys coming in from the
departments on their off-duty time to teach for me," he
said. "The guys I hired were passionate about sharing their
knowledge with brand-new recruits. I recognized that and
that became my standard for who I was going to include in
our staff from that point forward."

Education is important to McAuliff. He served as a
firefighter in College Station for about seven years and
was a part-time instructor at the Texas A&M University fire
school.

"That is why I got interested in training. As I got my
education at Texas A&M, I realized how disorganized fire
training in the state really was. It was more on-the-job
training. However, this business is too dangerous to learn
on the job," McAuliff said. "I devoted my career in an effort
to improve the educational standards for the fire service in
the state of Texas."

State legislators charged the Texas Commission on Fire
Protection with starting a test for certification. McAuliff
helped develop that test. There were no curriculum or
learning objectives. In 1989, McAuliff was appointed to the
chair of the Curriculum and Testing Committee for the
commission, a position he's held ever since.

"For years, the fire service was viewed as a trade that
required little education – more brawn than brain," McAuliff
said. "That simply is not the case anymore. Firefighters are
doing so much more than they were 30 years ago with the
evolvement of emergency medical services (EMS) into the
fire department.

"It was easy if you had a burning building and someone
was screaming. It was a no brainer that you were going to
help them. But if they were injured and bleeding that
required another chunk of knowledge because whatever
you did could save or harm them. Firefighters are faced
with life-and-death situations not just in the fire service.
You have to have an education to develop decision-making
skills as well as medical skills."

Look for part two in the next Cougar News.
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Luncheon raises funds for ESL
scholarship 
By Kristine Springate
Special Contributor
 
When Joseph Deng started practicing his speech in class
for the recent English as a Second Language lunch, he
knew he had a 10-minute limit.
 
Forty-five minutes later, he still held his classmates’ rapt
attention. Cheerful, focused and inquisitive in class, Deng
surprised everyone who heard his story: months of running
from civil war in Sudan, 20 years in a refugee camp and
seven years of raising a happy family.
 
“I knew the story of Sudan,” said Kimberly Boyd, a local
business owner who came to the lunch, “but hearing
Joseph describe his suffering and his current success was
incredibly powerful.”

Deng was one of three captivating speakers featured in the
recent ESL Scholarship lunch at Spring Creek Campus.
 
Chunya Wu, a tenured professor with a doctorate in
semiconductor optoelectronics, who left her esteemed,
secure life in China so her sons could have a happier,
more well-rounded educational experience in the United
States, also shared her story.
 
The third speaker was Pedram Moghen. His thoughtful,
elegant speech included a description of life as a minority
in Iran, a harrowing journey to the United States and both
amusing and challenging times as he learned English. One
admiring classmate laughed a lot during the speech
because he too “had trouble with English, but [Moghen’s]
courage and hard work now let him speak freely.”
 
These three amazing students represent the determination
and success of most of the 400 ESL students currently
enrolled at Collin College.
 
The lunch was a way to celebrate strength and
commitment to education and raise funds for an ESL
scholarship which will provide tuition and book
reimbursement for needy ESL students, most of whom
have settled and intend to work in Collin County. All
proceeds from the lunch went directly into the scholarship,
thanks to generous donations from local businesses,
including Abuelo’s, Brio’s, Grimaldi’s Pizzeria, Market
Street, Bonnie Ruth’s Café and Dr Pepper Snapple.
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More than 80 people attended the lunch, and many more
Collin College students, faculty and staff donated to the
new fund. ESL students may apply for the scholarship
funds through June 27. 

Applications are online here.  
 
Collin College has served ESL students for 20 years,
providing the opportunity for close to 3, 500 students to
learn English. This type of education is becoming
increasingly vital to Collin County, since the U.S. census
estimated the percentage of foreign-born residents in the
county jumped from 17 percent in 2006 to 20 percent in
2011. 
 
In addition, English is not the prime language in 25
percent of Collin College households (150,000 residents).
With strong English skills, newcomers are able to obtain
better jobs, take better care of their families, and most
importantly, contribute more fully to life in Collin County,
which they are most eager to do.
 
 As Moghen explained, “I will finish my education for all
those back home who cannot go to school, for my family
and to show the American people that I want to give back.”
 
For more information on how to support the ESL
Scholarship Fund, visit the Collin College Foundation
website at www.collin.edu/foundation.
 
Kristine Springate is a professor of English as a Second
Language at Collin College.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@collin.edu.

Murray Howe in Moscow
Photographer braves hostile relations in 1908
Moscow. Great-grandson puts shots on Flickr.  

When the What?
Hand-drawn timelines. Most importantly, fun. 

Writers at the Typewriter
Just think, those born after 1982 have no context
for these photos. 

Saving the World
Tell me more about this "meatless meat" and "non-
salty saltwater." 

Michelle Obama Doing the Dougie? 
Michele Obama doing the Dougie.
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Review: 'Borrow a Horse' 
By Mark Robinson
Editor-in-Chief

Borrow a Horse
Old Calf
 
Take Animal Collective. Then
think of the total opposite.
 
In nine words, that was by far
the best way to describe Old
Calf’s recent release Borrow a
Horse. (This seems ridiculous
since I’ll take the next couple
hundred words to expound on
this record.)
 
It would almost seem like career suicide to release a
record of nods to 1960s British folk and a 1930s
accompaniment to The Grapes of Wrath.
 
Old Calf is not loud. At least for this record, they’ll never
be described as “overproduced.”
 
There is not a sound on Borrow a Horse that could not be
produced on a stringed instrument or percussion piece.
 
The record is as organic as the produce section at Whole
Foods. A lot of the instrumentation is reminiscent of the
British folk explosion from the 1960s that featured the likes
of Fairport Convention. At its worst, it sounds like the score
from Lord of the Rings when Gandolf is driving through the
Shire.
 
The other influence is early American country music and
bluegrass from the 1920s or 1930s. Lead singer Ned
Oldham intones in that warm space between a whisper and
a warble, like he’s singing low enough to not wake his
parents sleeping in the next room and loud enough to
make it count.
 
Old Calf is not loud. It’s also not fast. They prefer a stroll
through the hayfield over a run through the briar patch. It’s
comforting and sweet. And, notably, it’s something
completely different.
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