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The Collin College Model United Nations team at the National Model United
Nations competition in New York City in the spring.

It is a mad, mad world out there, and the Model United
Nations team at Collin College is trying to figure it out, one
country at a time.
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Sonia Iwanek, professor of political science, has been the
co-sponsor of the Model United Nations with professor of
political science Nick Morgan since 2008.
Since, the delegation has competed on the highest levels
in the country at the American Model United Nations in
Chicago in the fall and at the National Model United
Nations in New York City in the spring.
At both competitions, the Collin College group has returned
with numerous awards going against the foremost
universities in the nation. At the National Model United
Nations competition last spring, Collin College was one of
two community colleges to receive some commendation.
“We train them like athletes. We train to be on par or better
than the universities,” Iwanek said.
Collin College’s Model United Nations is tied to the
“Introduction to Political Science” courses, one section
each offered at the Spring Creek and Preston Ridge
campuses.
Students must take this course to participate in Model
United Nations (and make the team); however, students
enrolled in the class do not have to join Model United
Nations.
For competitions, each college or university’s delegation is
assigned a country. This year, Collin College is the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Up until the
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competition, students must study the DRC, its culture, its
history, the intricacies of its governmental system, voting
systems and foreign policy.
Awards are bestowed upon delegations and individuals
who are able to best represent their specific country’s
interest in votes and interactions with other “countries.”
Not only does Collin College hold its own in competitions,
but students tend to find success after transferring.
“Most of our students usually go on to a major university;
most go to Southern Methodist University. We continue to
stock the SMU Model UN,” Iwanek said. Other Model
United Nations students have gone on to Harvard
University, Columbia University, Cornell University, and find
jobs with the U.S. Foreign Services and the real United
Nations with UNICEF.
Iwanek is quick to point out that not all Model United
Nations students are political science students. Some have
backgrounds in biology, other natural sciences and
disciplines. However, she thinks these students provide a
unique perspective and expertise when representing a
country. She also thinks the science students gain
important skills.
“The two major takeaways are learning to work in a teambuilding atmosphere and public speaking. The whole
point (of Model United Nations) is to come to a consensus
and to learn how to make compromises when they think
this one policy isn’t going to benefit them,” Iwanek said.
“Science students also learn how to speak in public. They
are forced to explain and highlight, with confidence,
why something is important. I’ve seen a lot of them
develop those communication skills that in the sciences
they may not work on.”
Overall, students gain a new perspective not only with
global issues, but also how the United States’ policies
affect other countries, positively or negatively.
“A lot of times, there is a U.S.-centered approach to
everything,” Iwanek said. “Students may not think about all
of our policies on a global scale and how we live in a
global community. Whatever country we represent, they
have to take on that role, even if it’s anti-American. A lot of
students have struggled with this. It forces you to take on a
position and fight for it. At the end, there’s an expansion of
tolerance.”
Students interested in Model United Nations must enroll in
Introduction to Political Science (GOVT 2304) with
Professor Sonia Iwanek (Spring Creek Campus) or
Professor Nick Morgan (Preston Ridge Campus). Call
Iwanek at 972.377.1724 or email her at
siwanek@collin.edu for more information.
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Theater alum joins hit TV show
A former Collin College
student is in on the “gossip.”
Brian J. Smith, former
theatre student, has been
added to the cast of the
CW’s hit show, Gossip Girl.
Smith will take on the role of
Blake Lively’s Serena van
der Woodsen's new love
interest. His character will
be part of a six-episode
storyline starting in
September.
Brian Smith photographed
during his time at Collin
At Collin College, Smith was College. He's now coming to a
the breakout star of the
Gossip Girl near you.
productions of A Clockwork
Orange and Romeo and Juliet. The Allen resident
graduated from The Juilliard School and has seen
his acting stock take off the last couple of years.
Smith’s portrays Lieutenant Matthew Scott in the
Syfy channel’s Stargate Universe in addition to a
role on the cable film, Red Faction: Origins.
Smith also was in PBS’ Masterpiece Theatre remake of
Murder on the Orient Express and an off-Broadway play,
The Little Black Dress.
“I think there is no better place to start than Collin College.
People get accepted to expensive theater programs and
are not happy. I wish I had gone to Collin College first and
got the base and good advice and guidance,” Smith said.
“When you look at the success rate coming out of Collin
College—it is head and shoulders ahead of expensive
colleges—that says a lot about the faculty. You can make
millions and have big houses and have people that will
stroke your ego, and at the end of the day it will not
matter. What is important is what you have said as a
human being through your work.”
Smith joins other former theatre students who
have found success in front of the camera.
Michael Urie, who also went to Juilliard, achieved
fame as Marc St. James on the ABC show, Ugly
Betty, and as Rudi Gernreich in the off-Broadway
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“THE ARTS faculty”
Monday, Aug. 15-Thursday, Sept. 15 - 9 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
THE ARTS gallery, Spring Creek Campus
2D and 3D design, ceramics, commercial art, digital art,
drawing, figure drawing, jewelry and art metals, painting,
photography and more. A reception for the show is set
from 4-7 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 31 at the gallery.
Contact: www.collin.edu/THEARTSgallery or 972.881.5873
Fall classes
Begin Monday, Aug. 22.
Lions Club/Tennis Team Annual Carwash Fundraiser
10 a.m.-3 p.m. - Saturday, Aug. 27
7-11 at 110 W. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano
Tips and donations accepted and will support the Collin
College Lions Club and tennis team.
Contact: cccclionsclub@collin.edu
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Jerome Love
3-4 p.m. - Monday, Aug. 29
Living Legends Conference Center
"Get Up, Get Out and Get Something!” - Learn how Love
went from being deeply in debt to building his own
successful business before he was 30 years old.
Passport to the World - Stadt Wien: A City of Vibrant
Life
Noon-1:30 p.m. - Friday, Sept. 9
Living Legends Conference Center
A presentation by Dr. Donald Weasenforth on the city of
Vienna.
Contact: www.collin.edu/csce

Rock The Vote!
11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Tuesday, Sept. 13
Preston Ridge Campus Cougar Den
Register to vote and more.
Contact: www.collin.edu/academics/csce/Vote.html
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Auteur Film Series – The Truman Show
7 p.m. - Wednesday, Sept. 14
Angelika Film Center, Plano
The free screening will be followed by a panel discussion
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led by Collin College faculty and staff. Seating is limited.
Some material may not be suitable for all audiences.
Contact:
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html
Rock The Vote!
11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Wednesday, Sept. 14
Spring Creek Campus Atrium
Register to vote and more.
Contact: www.collin.edu/academics/csce/Vote.html
Rock The Vote!
11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Thursday, Sept. 15
Central Park Campus Atrium
Register to vote and more.
Contact: www.collin.edu/academics/csce/Vote.html
Distuinguished Speaker Series - Dr. Gregory Markus
7-9 p.m. - Thursday, Sept. 29
Living Legends Conference Center
Dr. Markus will present on "Creativity in Community
Empowerment. He is a professor of political science at the
University of Michigan and a research professor at the
Institute for Social Research.
Contact: www.collin.edu/csce
Auteur Film Series - Women on the Verge of a Nervous
Breakdown
2:30 p.m. - Monday, Oct. 3
Living Legends Conference Center
The film will be followed by a panel discussion led by
Collin College faculty and staff. Seating is limited. Some
material may not be suitable for all audiences.
Contact:
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html.
Collin Theatre Center - The Pillowman
Oct. 6-16
John Anthony Theatre
The Pillowman,by Martin McDonagh, is the viciously funny
and seriously disturbing tale of a writer in an unnamed
totalitarian state who is interrogated about the gruesome
content of his short stories and their similarities to a
number of child-murders occurring in his town. The
Pillowman was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize and six
Tony Awards. Directed by Brad Baker.
Contact: www.collintheatrecenter.com
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Auteur Film Series reveals 2011-12 lineup
The Auteur Film Series is taking
the small screen to the big screen
with its 2011-12 program.
Titled “Films from the Wasteland: TV and the Recline(r) of
Civilization,” the newest slate of screenings examine the
role of TV in film.

Admission & Registration
Financial Aid

All Auteur Film Series screenings are free and open to the
public. In support of the idea of Education Through Film,
each screening will be followed by a panel discussion led
by Collin College faculty and staff.
This year’s series includes:
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The Truman Show
7 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2011
Angelika Film Center in Plano
(PG, 1998, dir. Peter Weir, 103 minutes)
Truman Burbank is unaware that his entire life has taken
place on an enormous TV set and has entertained millions
worldwide. One day Truman begins to break free from the
“script,” disintegrating The Truman Show’s carefully
constructed “reality.”
Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown
2:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 3
Living Legends Conference Center
(R, 1988, dir. Pedro Almodovar, 90 minutes)
In this farcical homage to telenovelas, Pepa is a Spanish
television actor abandoned by her married lover. So
naturally, she throws her phone out of the window, dopes
her gazpacho, and sets her bed on fire. Presented in
conjunction with Hispanic Heritage Month.
Quiz Show
7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 27
Preston Ridge Campus Room F249
(PG-13, 1994, dir. Robert Redford, 133 minutes)
Congressional lawyer Dick Goodwin is shocked to discover
that the TV quiz show Twenty One is rigged. The key
contestants, a well-educated, upper-class WASP and a
working-class Jew, grapple with the network’s ideas about
winners.
Network
7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 15
Living Legends Conference Center
(R, 1976, dir. Sidney Lumet, 121 minutes)
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News anchor Howard Beale learns he is to be fired for low
ratings. When he broadcasts his mental collapse the next
day, his ratings soar. The network cynically exploits this
phenomenon by giving Beale his own TV show, where he
becomes “the mad prophet of the airwaves.”
Pleasantville
7 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 7
Living Legends Conference Center
(PG-13, 1998, dir. Gary Ross, 124 minutes)
Teenagers Jennifer and David are thrust into a 1950s
sitcom and attempt to integrate into its relentlessly
wholesome world. Eventually, however, their presence
begins to transform the black-and-white values of
Pleasantville.
Color Adjustment
2:30 p.m., Monday, Feb. 27
Central Park Campus Conference Center
(Not Rated, 1991, dir. Marlon Riggs, 88 minutes)
This award-winning documentary scrutinizes America’s
racial consciousness through the performances of black
actors in major network programming. Ruby Dee narrates
this 40-year overview of blacks on prime-time TV.
Presented in conjunction with African American History
Month.
Being There
7 p.m., Wednesday, March 21
Spring Creek Campus Living Legends Conference Center
(PG, 1979, dir. Hal Ashby, 130 minutes)
Chance, a simple-minded gardener, has lived his entire life
in the Washington, D.C. townhouse of a wealthy man.
Everything he knows comes from TV until his employer
dies. Chance is thrown into the streets, where Washington
celebrates Chance’s gardening advice as deep political
commentary.
Good Night and Good Luck
7 p.m., Thursday, April 19
Angelika Film Center in Plano
(PG, 2005, dir. George Clooney, 93 minutes)
Veteran journalist Edward R. Murrow hosts See It Now, a
CBS news program in the early years of television. Defying
pressure from the network and sponsors, Morrow exposes
the fear-mongering tactics of Sen. Joseph McCarthy,
crusader against communism.
All screenings are free and open to the public. Doors open
30 minutes before the film begins. Seating is limited. Some
material may not be suitable for all audiences.
Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html.
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success
Giving students the tools to succeed is an important responsibility
for Collin College.
Here are some online resources -- from maps to tutoring -- that will
help you succeed in your journey through higher education.

View Credit Class Schedule
View Continuing Education Schedule
Admission & Registration
Financial Aid

Campus Maps
Know where you’re going before you get there.
www.collin.edu/campuses/index.html
CougarWeb
Once you officially become a Collin College student, log into
CougarWeb. Includes your college email account, find grades,
register, see your schedule and a whole lot more.
http://cougarweb.collin.edu
Tutoring-Writing Labs-Testing Centers
You are not alone. Find one-on-one help and learn how to be a
better student.
www.collin.edu/studentresources/testing/index.html

In This Issue...
Globe- ular: Model UN team takes on
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New Student Packet
One-stop surfing. Get the college’s online catalog, registration
guide, handbook, financial aid info and much more.
www.collin.edu/newstudent/index.html

Auteur Film Series reveals 2011- 12
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Guide to Promoting your Success (GPS)
GPS, get it? More information on how to turn a poor grade into a
passing grade and a good grade into a great grade.
www.collin.edu/studentresources/globaledge/gpsgrant/gpsbinder.html
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Istvan Csato, professor of geology, is co-author
of an academic paper, “A two-step process for the
reflooding of the Mediterranean after the
Messinian Salinity Crisis” that has been accepted
for publication by the journal, Basin Research.
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Lisa Huang, Central Park Campus’ Health
Sciences librarian, contributed to the book,
Master Guide to Authoritative Information
Resources in the Health Sciences, published by
the Medical Library Association.
Collin College’s Administrative Services Office has
won its sixth consecutive Achievement in
Excellence in Procurement Award from the
National Purchasing Institute. Collin College is
one of only 35 agencies in Texas and one of only
20 higher education agencies in the nation to
receive this year’s award.
Nurse Camp welcomes eager young minds
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About 60 junior high and high school students attended the Nurse Camp in
August at the Central Park Campus. (Above) Students talk with a CareFlite
professional about his career and duties.
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Nursing students and faculty run a "code" situation in Pike Hall duirng the
final day of Nurse Camp. The exercise allowed attendees to see the duties of a
nurse during an emergency situation.
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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'Designing A Mushroom Death Suit'
Inventor cultivating flesh-eating mushrooms that will
dispose of her mortal coil once she expires and is put into
the ground.
'Frozen In Action'
Divers and their silly faces.
When Parents Text
Giggle.
Iranian Woman Pardons Attacker
You simply must read this story. What would you
do?
A Peek Inside North Korea
Photographs from inside the mysterious country.
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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About Cougar News
A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: September
1. All submissions are due by 5 p.m. on
the due date. Photos cannot be
returned. Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu. Submit copy that
is proofed, edited and saved in Word
format. Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Justin Jones,
contributor; Heather Darrow,
contributor; Nick Young, photography
and layout.
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