
Focus Group Meeting: February 3, 2010 


Office Systems Technology 


OST Notes (Note taker: Laurence Lloyd) 

The meeting began with MJT explaining that the college wants the OST department to move to new text 

books. HS teachers expressed their concern that this would impact their classes. MJT reassured them 

that it would not. 

Carol light from Plano explained that the new TEKS were based after old text books, not current ones. 

It was revealed that Plano uses Open Office rather than Windows Office. Other teachers, including MJT 

began a discussion about whether or not this is an iss.ue. Kathy W. from Allen said that she found Open 

Office isn't much different, and in fact, may be better. 

Teachers were told that they need to take classes by August in order to teach the 'new' courses in the 

Fall. They were under the impression that these classes were mandatory. There was a consensus that 

the classes are an inconvenience to teachers who already know how to teach their courses. 

Teachers expressed a desire to attend conferences that are relevant to CTE, and wondered if Global 

EDGE may be able to provide funding if it is within the fiscal year. I told them that this may be possible, 

but I would consult our Executive Director and get back to them. 

Because the COSC/BCtS requirement is no longer required for several HS, teachers worry about the 

impact on tech prep. MJT also explained that she has concerns that students will be less prepared in 

college, because the state is assuming that they will already know these skills, rather than teaching them 

and improving them while still in HS. 

The new TEKS were looked at. t went over the courses with the teachers. All teachers and MJT agreed 

that the changes are negligible and that the articulations can stand as they are. The most drastic change 

to them is the name change of BIMM to its new course title. Everyone also agreed that final exams are 

working great and that no changes need to be made. 

MJT expressed interest in doing a Career Bytes event, as she had heard about the Child Development 

one. HS teachers also expressed interest in possibly sending more HS students to the events, to learn 

more about Careers. 
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