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Crafting Conclusions 

What is a Conclusion? 

A conclusion is the final section of every essay. This is the part of your essay where you 

tie together any loose ends and answer the question what’s it all about? While you should have 

laid out your main argument in your thesis, and developed that argument throughout the body of 

your essay, your conclusion is where you take time to ruminate on why your argument is 

significant. 

What Belongs in a Conclusion? 

For most undergraduate essays, your conclusion should do the following three things: 

• Refer to your thesis 

• Explain what you have learned about your thesis, and how you have proven it 

• Describe why your argument is important, and what the reader can take away 

from having read your essay 

This last element is often the trickiest. Consider what message you want to leave your 

reader with, and what you hope your reader has learned from having read your essay. 

For some argumentative papers, you may want to end with a call to action, which is a 

brief (one or two sentences) directive aimed at your reader that compels the reader to take a 

specific action.  

A Few Dos and Don’ts When Considering Your Conclusion: 

Dos: 

• Do link together your main points and explain how they prove your thesis. 



TechnicalAPCAA@collin.edu 
 

 

• Do answer any as-of-yet unanswered questions you brought up in your essay. 

• Do think of your conclusion as your moment of revelation. This is where you tell 

your reader why your argument matters. 

• Do approach your conclusion by asking the question what’s it all about? 

• Do tell your readers how they can use the information you have provided in your 

essay, and how they might be able to apply it to their own lives, or to their 

understanding of the subject being discussed. 

Don’ts: 

• Don’t worry if, early in the writing process, you’re not sure what your conclusion 

should say. Often, you may not know the best way to conclude your essay until 

you have written the rest of your paper and begun the drafting stage. 

• Don’t merely restate your main points and thesis—you must explain how your 

main points serve your thesis. If your conclusion is merely a restatement of 

material you’ve already covered, then do delete it and consider the previous 

paragraph; it is probably your real conclusion. 

• Don’t introduce completely new material in your conclusion; rather, you may 

want to reexamine material you have already explained, and discuss it with a new 

angle. 

• Don’t begin your conclusion with the phrase “in conclusion” or the like. It is 

cliché, and, besides, your reader already knows it is your conclusion because it is 

the last paragraph of your essay.  

 


