
CREATE YOUR OWN WRITING PROCESS

PREWRITING
Brainstorm—Think—Decide  

One way or another you will get the idea. How you get that idea is up to you. 

✓ Create a loose outline

✓ Draft a working title

✓ Ask questions: who, what, when, where,

why, how

✓ Diagram your thoughts

✓ Come up with headings/sub-headings

✓ Think about your audience

✓ Make lists of ideas

✓ Read other sources

✓ Think about why you are writing this

piece

✓ Create a formal outline

RESEARCH 
Search—Learn—Find—Ask  

Think about how you best learn and research accordingly. 

1. Don’t get stuck on one database—focus on different mediums.

2. Decide what type of sources you would like (scholarly, peer reviewed, popular, etc.).

3. Narrow your search.

a. Choose a range of years from where you would like information.

b. Consult topic-specific databases.

4. Consult a librarian!

5. Read a source and write down the research author’s opinion/argument, then formulate

your own.

6. Turn off the internet and Google.

WRITING 
Draft—Dump--Create 

How does your brain work? Write the way you think. 

• Brain dump and/or free write.

• Write everything in order.

Tips! 

1. Before you begin researching, consider writing down

specific questions.

2. Understand what type of research you need:

Qualitative or quantitative? Primary or secondary?

3. Keep track of your research using a research log.
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Tips! 

When you begin writing, 

don’t worry about how 

anything sounds. Write first, 

edit later. 

• Write the idea you are most excited about first.

• Write your introduction and conclusion last.

• Record yourself talking then write down what you said.

Other things to think about while writing: 

- How much time will you write?

- Where is the best location for you to write?

- What is your ideal environment in which to write?

- Do you like to do anything else while writing?

EDITING 
Revise—Analyze—Finalize 

There are different parts to editing, although they are used interchangeably: revision and 

proofreading.  

Revision: Focus on the big picture. You 

might add, rearrange, replace, or remove 

paragraphs and sentences. Read your paper 

through the eyes of your topic and audience. 

Proofreading: Focus on the smaller details. 

Address spelling, word choice, punctuation, 

formatting, and citations. 

How can I personalize my editing process? 

Take a hands-on, visual approach: 

• Print your paper and mark it with different colors. Create a personalized key for your edits

and markings.

• Have a friend read your paper aloud while you analyze your writing.

• Read your paper backwards. This is especially helpful in finding spelling mistakes!

• Cover your paper using a ruler or book and then read your paper line by line.

Utilize technology: 

• Change the font or sizing of your paper while you edit. Make changes in different colors.

• Use a grammar and spell checker, such as Grammarly.

• Create an editing checklist to follow.

Tips! 

1. Take a break before

you edit your paper.

2. Focus on editing one

thing at a time.
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