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Identifying and Fixing Fused Sentences 

A fused, or run-on, sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses appear in 

the same sentence but are not separated by appropriate punctuation and/or a coordinating 

conjunction [for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so].  

• Example: That dog is vicious I don’t go near it. 

o In this example, “that dog is vicious” and “I don’t go near it” are both 

independent clauses, and therefore must be separated by appropriate 

punctuation and/or a coordinating conjunction. 

Comma Splices: 

A comma splice occurs when two independent clauses are separated by a comma alone: 

• Example: That dog is vicious, I don’t go near it. 

While the inclusion of a comma splice shows that the writer is aware of the need for 

separation between clauses, a comma alone is not sufficient to correct a fused sentence. 

Checking for Fused Sentences: 

• Check whether the clauses in a given sentence are independent or dependent. 

o If all clauses are independent, meaning each could stand alone as a 

complete sentence, then you must appropriately separate them. 

o If one of the clauses is dependent, then typically a comma alone will 

suffice to separate the dependent clause from its conjoining independent 

clause(s). 
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Fixing a Fused Sentence 

There are five ways to correct a fused sentence. The most common two are: 

• Use a period to create two independent sentences: 

o That dog is vicious. I don’t go near it. 

• Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction [for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so]. 

o That dog is vicious, and I don’t go near it. 

You could also fix a fused sentence by doing the following: 

• Insert a semicolon between the independent clauses: 

o That dog is vicious; I don’t go near it. 

• Insert a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb [since, then, therefore, 

furthermore, also, besides, finally, etc.]: 

o That dog is vicious; therefore, I don’t go near it. 

• Revise one independent clause so that it becomes dependent and use a 

comma: 

o Because that dog is vicious, I don’t go near it. 


