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Creating an Effective Introduction 
 

The Roles of a Traditional Introduction 

• Capture your reader’s attention  

• Introduce your topic 

• Provide background information and context 

• Establish your authority as a writer by demonstrating your knowledge of the situation   

• Narrow focus into a thesis statement  

 

 

 

Ways to Hook the Reader’s Attention 

•  A quote* 

o Anne Frank once wrote, “[i]n spite of everything, I still believe people are really good 

at heart.”  

• A statistic* 

o The average American has around $40,000 worth of debt. 

• A question  

o What would happen if both public and private higher education in America were free 

to all those who wanted to attend college?  

• A description to set the scene 

o Sitting in his dusty library, reading story after story of knights in shining armor, 

Alonso Quijano decided now was the time to fight the ills of society. In that 

moment, Don Quijote was born. 
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Helpful Strategies 

• Continually consult your assignment instructions to ensure you are meeting all 

requirements. Some types of essays require specific components in the introduction.  

o Rogerian argument: Introduction of issue and acknowledgement of all major sides 

o Literary analysis: Title of work(s) being analyzed, brief summary of work, date of 

publication, and author 

o Research: Research question, existing research, and hypothesis  

• Consider writing the introduction last. If the paper is already written, it is easier to have a 

clear idea of where you should go with your introduction. 

• Research examples of writings in specific genres to get an idea of structure. 

• Nothing is permanent until it is turned in. Consider quick writing your introduction first. 

Continuously edit and redraft as you develop the rest of your essay. 

• Use the introduction to present an organizational path for the reader. The reader should 

be able to tell from the introduction whether they are about to read a cause and effect essay 

or a literary analysis.   

Things to Avoid 

• Simply restating the question or prompt 

• Overwhelming your reader with a list of facts or details without context  

• Summarizing instead of guiding your reader’s attention  

• Waiting too long to get to the point  

• Including clichés and unexplained, unrelated tangents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Quotes and statistics require citation of the source both in-text and in the Works Cited 

page. The other ways to grab the reader’s attention mentioned in this handout do not require 

this documentation. 

 

 

 

 


