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MLA WORKS CITED 

 

BASIC FORMAT: 
 The essay and the Works Cited page should be typed using 12 pt. font that is 

a standard font such as Times New Roman or Arial.  
 The spacing for the entire essay, including the Works Cited page, should be 

set at “Double.”  The margins should be set at 1” for the top, bottom, and 
both sides of each page. 

 Each page of your document should have your last name and the page 
number in the upper right-hand corner of the page:  Smith 1 

 On the first page of the document only, you need the following information 
on the left at the top of the page: Your name (first and last), your 
professor’s/instructor’s name(s), the course name and number, and the date 
(see the date format below). 

 
EXAMPLE: 

Mary Smith 

Professor Johns 

English 1301 

21 September 2022 

 
 Your essay should have a title.  The title is centered.  Do not italicize or 

underline the title or put it in quotation marks or boldface.  Capitalize each 
important word in the title. 

 The Works Cited page is the last page of your essay and should be formatted 
in the same way as the rest of your essay. It is a list of the sources you cited 
in the text. 

 You should have a title for your list of sources: Works Cited.  The title should 
be centered, and each word in the title should be capitalized.  Do not 
underline or italicize the title or put it in quotation marks or boldface. 

 
ENTRIES: 
Each source listed on the Works Cited page is called an entry.  The point of 
including the list of sources in your essay is to provide the publication information 
of the source for the readers of your essay so that they could locate the source 
material if desired. 
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The basic information needed for each entry including the necessary punctuation is 
as follows: 

Author (Last name, First name). 

Title of Source. 

Title of Container, 

Contributor, 

Version, 

Number, 

Publisher, 

Publication Date, 

Location. 

 
Explanation of Terms 
 
Author – primary creator of the work 
 
Container – a work that contains another work.  For example, a newspaper such 
as The New York Times or The Wall Street Journal contains numerous articles in 
their daily publications.  An anthology might contain short stories, poems, essays, 
and diary entries.  An academic journal, magazine, or periodical contains articles in 
each publication.  Websites may contain articles, images, or databases. Twitter 
contains tweets, and YouTube contains video clips or movies. 
 
Contributor – people or organizations who contribute to a work without being its 
primary creator, such as editors, translators, directors, or performers. 
 
Version – Books are commonly issued in editions.  Sometimes works are reprinted 
or republished.  If a source is a specific version or edition, that information should 
be included in the entry. 
 
Number – Works, such as some books, magazines, newspapers, periodicals, and 
academic journals, are published in a sequence and may have a volume number 
and/or issue number.  That information should be included in the entry. 
 
Publisher – The organization responsible for printing or publishing the work. 
 
Location – For works that are printed and that have page numbers, the location is 
the range of pages.  However, if you are using an entire book as a source, you do 
not have to include the page range.  For online works, the DOI, permalink, or URL 
is the location.  
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Basic Format of the Entries 

 The entries are listed in alphabetical order by the author’s last name, or if the 
author is unknown, the title of the work. 

 The entries are double-spaced, and if an entry is longer than one line, the 
second and all other lines for the entry are indented.  This is called a hanging 
indent. 

 Include all the publication information you have for each source.  Follow the 
order as provided in this handout: author, title, container, contributor, etc.  If 
the source does not have an element, skip that element and go on to the 
next element.  

 
Stylistic MLA Format Rules 
 
Author – The author’s name should be capitalized and the last name should appear 
first in the entry.  You should have a comma between the last name and the first 
name.  After the author’s name, place a period. 
EX: Smith, Mary.  
 
Title – Italicize titles of books, symphonies, works of art, titles of albums, titles of 
television shows, or movies.  The general rule of thumb is that large works are 
italicized; shorter works are placed in quotation marks.  For example: The title of 
the symphony would be italicized; one of the movements of the symphony would 
be placed in quotation marks.  Titles of books are italicized; titles of chapters are 
placed in quotation marks.  Place a period after the title of the work. 
 
Container – If the source has a container, include the title of the container.  
Generally, titles of containers are italicized.  Place a comma after the title of the 
container. 
 
Contributor – If the source has a contributor such as an editor, identify the 
contribution followed by the name (First name Last name) then followed by a 
comma.  For example, a work that has been translated would appear as follows in 
the entry: 
 
Badinter, Elisabeth. O Conflito. Translated by Vera Lucia dos Reis, Editora Record, 

2011. 

Version and Number – Use Arabic numbers, but do not use superscript (3rd, 
5th).  Abbreviate revised (rev.) and edition (ed.) if the source has a volume or an 
issue number, abbreviate volume (vol.) and number (no.).  Each element should be 
separated by commas.  See the example below: 
 
Rampersad, Arnold. The Life of Langston Hughes. 2nd ed., vol. 2, Oxford UP, 2002. 
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Publisher – Capitalize each part of the name of the publishing company.  
Sometimes you can abbreviate the name of the company such as the following:  
Oxford University Press = Oxford UP.  Place a comma after the name of the 
publisher. 
 
Publication Date – Use Arabic numbers.  If your source includes the day, month, 
and year of publication, your entry should include that information.  Use the day-
month-year style to minimize commas.  If the source includes seasons as part of 
the publication date, include that information.  Do not capitalize names of seasons.  
If the publication date is the last element of the entry, place a period after the date.  
If your entry includes the location following the date, place a comma after the date. 
 
Location – If you used a specific page range, include those page numbers.  Use 
Arabic numbers.  Before the page numbers, abbreviate the words page (p.) or 
pages (pp.).  Include URLs, DOIs.  You can omit http:// from URLs unless you want 
to hyperlink them.  If a URL runs more than three lines in length, you can shorten 
it.  Make sure to keep the primary information in the entry.  Place a period after the 
location. 

SAMPLE WORKS CITED PAGE 

 

Student 5 

Works Cited 

Badinter, Elisabeth. O Conflito. Translated by Vera Lucia dos Reis, Editora Record, 2011. 

Bullock, Richard, Maureen Daly Goggin, and Francine Weinberg.  The Norton Field Guide to 

Writing with Readings and Handbook, 5th ed., W.W. Norton & Co., 2021, pp. 3-52. 

Johnson, Laura E.  "Mental Health History Is History: A Lifetime Ban on Gun Possession Due to 

History of Involuntary Commitment Violates the Second Amendment."  North Carolina 

Law Review, vol. 100, no. 3, Mar. 2022, pp. 919+. Gale Academic OneFile, 

link.gale.com/apps/doc/A703644984/AONE?u=txshracd2497&sid=bookmark-

AONE&xid=13c55ded. Accessed 25 Aug. 2022. 

MLA Handboook, 9th ed.  The Modern Language Association of America, 2021. 

Rampersad, Arnold.  The Life of Langston Hughes. 2nd ed., vol. 2, Oxford UP, 2002. 

 
Source Consulted: MLA Handbook, 9th ed. 2021 


