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A run-on sentence occurs when two independent clauses are combined without the proper 
elements linking them. 

Types of Run-Ons 

Fused Sentence 

A fused sentence is a type of run-on that occurs when two independent clauses are combined 
into a single sentence without any punctuation between them. 

Ex. 1  

It is extremely hot in Texas during the summer parents should make sure their children 

drink plenty of water. 

Ex. 2 

The essay resonated with me I went through the same experiences the author describes. 

Comma Splice 

A comma splice is a type of run-on that occurs when two independent clauses are linked with 
only a comma. 

Ex. 1 

It is extremely hot in Texas during the summer, parents should make sure their children 

drink plenty of water. 

Ex. 2 

The essay resonated with me, I went through the same experiences the author describes. 
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Repairing Run-Ons 

The Full-Stop Method 

The easiest way to correct a run-on sentence is to put an end mark such as a period, question 
mark, or exclamation point between the two independent clauses.  

Ex. 1 

It is extremely hot in Texas during the summer. Parents should make sure their children 

drink plenty of water. 

Ex. 2 

The essay resonated with me. I went through the same experiences the author describes. 

The Semicolon Method 

As an alternative to a full-stop punctuation mark (period, question mark, exclamation point), 
you may use a semicolon to connect two independent clauses that have a close relationship, for 
example, cause and effect or statement and example. 

Ex. 1 

It is extremely hot in Texas during the summer; parents should make sure their children 

drink plenty of water. 

Ex. 2 

The essay resonated with me; I went through the same experiences the author describes. 

The Comma + Conjunction Method 

To combine two independent clauses into the same sentence, connect them with a comma 
followed by one of the coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. (Remember 
that a comma alone is not enough to connect two independent clauses.) 

Ex. 1 

It is extremely hot in Texas during the summer, so parents should make sure their 

children drink plenty of water. 
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Ex. 2 

The essay resonated with me, for I went through the same experiences the author 

describes. 

The Subordination Method 

Yet another way to repair a run-on sentence is to change one of the independent clauses into a 
dependent clause. 

Ex. 1 

Because it is extremely hot in Texas during the summer, parents should make sure their 

children drink plenty of water. 

Ex. 2 

The essay resonated with me since I went through the same experiences the author 

describes. 

 

 


