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Thursday, January 31 
2:00-3:00 P.M. 

Understanding the Assignment 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Need help breaking down a tricky assignment 
description? This workshop provides you with 
strategies for understanding the goals and 
expectations of your writing assignments. 

LH-130 

Saturday, February 2  
2:00-3:00 P.M.  
 

MLA Workshop - Quotes, In-Text Citations, and 
Works Cited 
Presenter: Professor Kim Allison 
Quotes and formatting in-text citations, while 
maintaining your voice, can be challenging. In this 
workshop, you will learn how to properly weave quotes 
into your papers. You will also learn how to use 
sources to support your message - not replace it. 
 

H-123 

Wednesday, February 6 
2:30-3:30 P.M 

Writing a Narrative Essay 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Ali O’Leary 
Narrative writing does more than just document what 
happened; it examines experience for significance and 
shapes events into meaningful stories. This workshop 
will help you think about the larger aims of narrative 
writing and provide strategies for generating ideas and 
developing them into effective narrative essays. 

J-202 

Thursday, February 7  
3:30-4:30 P.M. 

Converting Data to Results: Presenting 
Graphs/Tables in Your Science Paper 
Professors Amira Albalancy and Nicole Grose 
Are you struggling with putting together a graph or a 
table? Don't know what needs to be included, what 
type of graph to use, or how to write a title? If so, this 
hands-on workshop is for you. 

H-123 

Saturday, February 9 
1:30-2:30 P.M 
 

Tips and Tricks: Microsoft Word  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Jennifer Solomon  
Learn little-known functions of Microsoft Word that can 
make drafting, revising, and editing your essays easier. 
 

H-121 
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Monday, February 11 
1:00-2:00 P.M. 
 

Parts of Speech  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Can you identify an adverb? Do you know what role a 
preposition plays in a sentence? Knowing the parts of 
speech helps you understand how sentences are 
constructed and allows you to communicate more 
easily when receiving feedback on your writing. If you 
feel like you could use some review of the basics, this 
hands-on workshop is for you. 

J-106 

Tuesday, February 12 
12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Beyond Wikipedia  
Presenter: Librarian Terri Karlseng 
Need to research a topic? Not sure where to start? 
Learn how to locate credible information that can be 
used to support your ideas in college-level writing. 
 

Library Wireless 
Lounge 

Wednesday, February 13 
5:00-6:00 P.M. 
 

Secrets of Successful Essay 
Organization:  Guiding and Convincing Your 
Readers in Every Paragraph 
Presenter: Dr. Gary Wilson 
Recently, some clay tablets were unearthed by Dr. 
Indiana Jones in the gardens near the Athenian 
Academy that reveal long-held secrets of how Aristotle 
used certain arrangements of sentences, patterns, and 
memory devices to guide readers in writing essays and 
speeches.  (Actually, Dr. Jones did not (yet) discover 
these tablets; but, who knows?  Maybe he might one 
day?).  Using these ancient principles often makes the 
difference between an essay that emphatically guides it 
readers to a convincing conclusion--or, one that falls 
short of being truly persuasive.  Join Dr. Wilson as he 
re-examines and shines light on how to apply these 
antiquities of rhetoric to keep your essay's ideas and its 
readers on track and focused.   

 

LH-148 

Friday, February 15 
12:30-1:30 P.M. 

English Verb Tense Crash Course 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick  
Do you know the difference between "I have been 
studying" and "I had been studying"? What about "I 
study" versus "I am studying"? English verb tenses 
express specific information about the timing of events 
or actions; they are also one of the most difficult parts 
of the language for non-native speakers to master. If 
verb tenses are giving you a headache, join us to learn 
about tenses that commonly cause problems for non-
native—and even native—speakers and writers of 
English. 
 

LH-105 

Tuesday, February 19 
5:00-6:00 P.M. 

How to Cite Any Source in Any Style 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport Learn 
what citation is and why it is important. An overview of 
the basic components of the three most popular 
citations styles—MLA, APA, and Chicago/Turabian—
will be provided. 

H-123 
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Wednesday, February 20 
11:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 

Documentation: MLA In-Text Citations 
Presenter: Professor Joan Kennedy 
Learn the art of embedding and citing source 
information in an MLA-formatted essay. 
 

LH-226 

Friday, February 22 
12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Coordinating Introductions and Conclusions 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick  
Learn about the role of introductions and conclusions 
and how to structure them in a way that effectively 
frames your essay. 
 

LH-157 

Wednesday, February 27 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Great Textpectations: Making Electronic 
Communication Work for You  
Presenter: Professor Kim Nyman 
The channels we use for professional and personal 
communication are changing every day. Learn how to 
tailor your communication for maximum effectiveness 
in digital mediums. 
 

LH-131 

Thursday, February 28 
1:00-2:00 P.M. 

Scientific Articles: Unlocking the Mystery 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Articles published in peer-reviewed scientific journals 
are filled with unfamiliar vocabulary and dense content, 
making them intimidating reads for college students 
just learning the field. Yet, most scientific studies use 
one of a few standard research approaches and are 
published using a common structure for presenting and 
discussing experimental results. Learn about the 
structures and conventions of science writing and 
unlock the meaning of even the most challenging 
articles. 
 
 

LH-237 

Saturday, March 2 
2:00-3:00 P.M. 

An Analytical Approach to Short Stories 
Presenter: Professor Kim Allison 
Stories are windows into time eras and cultures. In this 
workshop, we will focus on one author and one of 
his/her short stories. We will analyze this short story in 
relation to the time era it was written in, while making 
connections to contemporary issues. We will also 
analyze the rhetorical and literary devices the author 
utilizes and how this affects the message. 
 
 

H-123 

Tuesday, March 5  
6:00-7:00 P.M. 
 

Improve Your Grammar in 60 Minutes  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Tired of getting essays returned covered in red ink? 
This workshop covers the most common grammatical 
stumbling blocks and provides tips for how to identify 
and fix them in your writing. 
 
 

LH-164 
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Wednesday, March 6 
1:00-2:00 P.M. 

Coordinating Introductions and Conclusions 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Ali O’Leary  
Learn about the role of introductions and conclusions 
and how to structure these sections in a way that 
effectively frames your essay. 
 

LH-131 

Friday, March 8 
12:00-1:00 P.M. 
 

American Pronunciation for ESL Speakers 
Presenters: Writing Consultants Darcy Rudnick and Ali 
O’Leary  
Learn tricks for sounding more like a native speaker 
and catching more of what others say when they speak 
to you in English. This workshop is geared toward 
students who speak English as a second language. 
 

LH-131 

Tuesday, March 19 
3:00-4:00 P.M. 

Locating and Evaluating Sources for Research 
Papers 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
The internet and the Collin College Library databases 
put a world of knowledge at your fingertips. But with so 
much information out there, it can be difficult to find 
sources that are both reliable and relevant to your 
interests. When researching a topic for a college 
essay, locating quality sources becomes more 
important than ever. Learn about the types of sources 
available to you and how to find quality information. 
 

LH-129 

Wednesday, March 20 
4:00-5:00 P.M. 

Fiction Writing: Characters and Conflicts  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Tim Treder 
What makes a compelling story? This workshop 
focuses on two key elements of fiction: character and 
conflict. Learn how these elements interact to move 
scenes forward and build engaging plotlines.    
 

LH-131 

Monday, March 25 
2:00-3:00 P.M. 

Cutting the Clutter: Avoiding Wordiness 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick 
Learn how to trim the fat from your sentences and state 
your ideas more clearly and concisely. Parallel 
structure will also be covered. 
 

J-202 

Tuesday, March 26  
12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Research Road Map 
Presenter: Librarian Terri Karlseng 
Learn how to locate quality sources for research 
papers and projects. 
 

(Library Wireless 
Lounge) 

Wednesday, March 27  
5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Expressive Writing:  Applying Techniques that 
Make Your Essays More Convincing 
Presenter: Dr. Gary Wilson 
Vibrant word choices and creative syntax are some 
important ways to effectively bond with your reader 
(i.e., your instructor!) and also make essay writing a 
more fun (and rewarding) process.  Want to get your 
readers' attention and maintain it throughout (cont.)  

LH-148 
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an essay?  Want to create an expectant anticipation in 
your readers' minds before every new sentence?  Want 
to earn better grades on your essays?  If you do (and 
why wouldn't you?), then this workshop may be the 
right one to help you.  Professor Wilson will present 
some effective hands-on techniques that have been 
used by effective writers since Aristotle.   
 

Thursday, March 28 
1:30-2:30 P.M. 

Composing a Strong Thesis Statement 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Kopenhaver 
Learn what a strong thesis statement does, how it fits 
into an essay as a whole, and how to compose one. 
 

L-220 

Tuesday, April 2  
5:00-6:00 P.M. 

Essay Resuscitation: Revision Strategies 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport 
Do you have an essay draft that is dying on the page? 
Need some ideas to reinvigorate your argument or 
expand on your ideas? This workshop provides 
practical strategies for revising your writing  
 

LH-116 

Wednesday, April 3 
1:30-2:30 P.M. 

The Art of Writing About the Arts 
Presenter: Professor Julie Shipp 
Learn the conventions of writing about the arts. This 
workshop will include an overview of how to write an 
effective artist’s statement. Students studying 
performing and visual arts are strongly encouraged to 
attend.  
 

L-220 

Saturday, April 6  
1:00-2:00 P.M.  
 

College and Scholarship Application Essays 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Jennifer Solomon 
Applying for a scholarship or four-year university? 
Learn what reviewers are looking for, common pitfalls 
to avoid, and strategies for making your essay stand 
out from the stack. 
 

L-220 

Wednesday, April 10 
12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Tips and Tricks: Photoshop CC 
Presenter: Librarian Terri Karlseng 
An introduction to the features and functions of 
Photoshop Creative Cloud  
 

Library Wireless 
Lounge 

Saturday, April 13  
11:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 

EZ-Bake Compositions 
Presenter: Professor Barbara Hanson 
Are you intimidated by the thought of producing a six, 
seven or even ten-page paper? If your answer is yes, 
then this workshop may be just the ticket for you!  
Learn the importance of selecting a dish and a recipe, 
and then assembling and mixing your ingredients prior 
to pouring them into the mold.  For optimal success 
you may even choose to add a little garnish.  Who 
knows!  The Literacy Narrative will be our preselected 
dish and mold for this exciting workshop.  Y’all come!  
 

LH-226 
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Tuesday, April 16  
3:00-4:00 P.M.  
 

Sentence Structure Crash Course 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport 
An overview of basic sentence structures and 
strategies for avoiding run-ons and fragments. 
 

LH-236 

Friday, April 19  
12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Phrasal Verbs for ESL Speakers 
Presenters: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick 
Phrases such as “let go” or “see to” are called phrasal 
verbs. Phrasal verbs pair a regular English verb with a 
preposition to create a verb with a new meaning. This 
workshop will cover some of the most common phrasal 
verbs, their meanings, and strategies for identifying 
phrasal verbs in writing and speech. 
 

LH-114 

Monday, April 22  
2:00-3:00 P.M. 

Analyzing Poetry 
Presenters: Writing Consultants Diane Hedrick and 
Monica Kopenhaver 
Do you find poetry perplexing? Would you like to 
understand poetry better? Practice analyzing poems to 
increase your understanding and enjoyment of this 
unique genre. This workshop will focus on William 
Blake’s “Songs of Innocence and of Experience.” 
 

L-251 

Tuesday, April 23 
3:00-4:00 P.M. 

Metaphors for Revision 
Presenter: Writing Center Manager Allyson Jones 
Famous writers have used countless metaphors to 
describe their writing processes. By comparing the act 
of writing to more concrete processes, such as tuning 
up a car or chiseling away at a block of marble, writers 
can become more aware of their process, learning to 
pay attention to what works for them and, just as 
importantly, what doesn’t. In this workshop, we will 
explore metaphors famous writers have used to 
describe their processes and generate some of our 
own. 
 

LH-116 

Thursday, April 25 
12:00-1:00 P.M. 

Making Sentences Work Harder 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Is every sentence in your essay pulling its weight? Or 
are your sentences being dragged down by vague 
language, wordy constructions, or simplistic structures? 
Learn how to pack meaning into every sentence of an 
essay. 
 

F-244 

Monday, April 29  
2:30-3:30 P.M.  

 

Get a Job! Writing Winning Resumes and Cover 
Letters  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Potential employers began evaluating candidates from 
the very first moment of contact; your resume and 
cover letter are the face you present to the professional 
world, determining whether or not you will be invited for 
an interview. In the age of online application forms, 
such documents are more important than ever, (cont.) 

F-249 



7 
 

allowing job-seekers to “step outside of the box” and 
showcase their unique experiences and talents. This 
workshop covers what employers are looking for in  
these documents as well as tips for distinguishing 
yourself as a candidate.  
 

Tuesday, April 30 
4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Why Email Still Matters and What You Need to 
Know  
Presenter: Professor Kim Nyman  
As we communicate by smartphone and text more and 
more, it seems we need email less and less. But email 
is still an important means of communication with 
potential employers, on the job, and with your 
professors. This workshop will help you send 
professional email messages that make positive 
impressions on those who receive them. 
 

F-249 

Wednesday, May 1  
3:00-4:00 P.M. 

Tips and Tricks of Editing  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Diane Hedrick 
Ready to polish your final draft? Learn tips for catching 
errors and pushing your paper to the next level. 

LH-114 
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