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Gerald Sullivan: Sabbatical Report 

 During the spring 2019 semester I was on sabbatical working on a book project 

tentatively entitled “From the Origin of Schism to the Double Bind: The Development of a 

Theme in the Work of Gregory Bateson.”  My project required several sorts of activities: (1) 

conducting research in the Margaret Mead papers at the Library of Congress, (2) reading and, in 

some cases, reviewing the secondary literature, (3) editing an existing manuscript as well as (4) 

writing new portions of the book, (5) presenting my research at Cheiron and, finally, preparing a 

fellowship proposal to be submitted to Mellon/ACLS. 

 Gregory Bateson and Margaret Mead worked together conducting field research amongst 

both the Balinese and the Iatmul from March of 1936 until March of 1939.  Portions of Bateson’s 

papers pertinent to these researches are lodged in the Margaret Mead Papers in the Manuscript 

Division of the Library of Congress.  I made two trips to Washington D.C. during my sabbatical.  

One of these I devoted to extensive work in the Mead papers.  During the other I worked on a 

book review.  I shall return to this work below. 

 Bateson is one of the most important yet least widely known scientists of the twentieth 

century.  Recently, however, a number of scholars from differing backgrounds have taken up 

various aspects of Bateson’s legacy.  Peter Harries-Jones has written two books on Bateson’s 

broadly conceived ecological project.  Ronald R. Kline produced a study of the cybernetic group 

of which Bateson and Mead were leaders.  Anthony Chaney wrote a work which places 

Bateson’s work on styles of communication in the context of American cultural history.  I have 

been commission to review these and other books pertinent to my project.  To date I have 

reviewed Peter Hempenstall’s biography of Derek Freeman and history of Freeman’s side of the 

Mead-Freeman debate, a debate devoted to the relation of nature and nurture in early twentieth 
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century anthropology.  I also have reviewed Kline’s book.  Bothe reviews have appeared in the 

Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences.  I am still working on reviews of Harries-

Jones for Cybernetics & Human Knowing as well as the Chaney for the Journal of the History of 

the Behavioral Sciences.  I have also been commissioned but have yet to read Stephanos 

Geroulds and Todd Meyers study of the emergence of medical understandings of the human 

bodies and minds as potentially fragile, self-organizing system in the era of the first and second 

world wars. 

 When I began my sabbatical I had already produced a manuscript of some eighty pages 

or so.  This manuscript derived from three papers I had already presented at Cheiron and, in two 

cases, to the Faculty Development Conference at Collin College.  It also includes notes from 

Bateson’s published essays to guide further work as well as an extensive bibliography.  This 

manuscript was not then and remains unready for distribution.  My sabbatical project was in no 

small measure an effort to work on turning this manuscript into a book.  This project, while in 

some important measure successful, remains unfinished.  I now turn to the major piece of writing 

I undertook as a part of my project. 

Between 1937 and 1947, Bateson wrote or co-wrote four works based on the Balinese 

researches he undertook with Mead.  Only one of these pieces is still in print.  The others are not 

particularly well known and, in some cases, were not discussed or only tangentially mentioned 

or, finally, misconstrued in the secondary literature I referred to above.  Nonetheless, these 

essays on Bali and other works of that period show the development of Bateson’s thought as he 

endeavored to make sense of the contrasting communicative styles characteristic of Iatmul and 

Balinese societies.  In particular, Bateson returned to this contrast in the fourth essay, “Bali: The 

value System of a Steady State,” written in 1947 and published in 1949.  Analyzing Bateson’s 
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rhetorical and narrative approach to this work, I contend that this essay forms a crucial element 

in Bateson’s development of the double-bind theory of the communicative styles of 

schizophrenics and their families.    

I presented a pre-publication version of my essay on Bateson’s steady state essay to 

Cheiron at the 2019 meetings in Edmonton, Alberta.  I anticipate that this essay will be published 

as part of a set of working papers by the scientific narrative project of the London School of 

Economics as well as presented to the upcoming Faculty Development conference.  Additionally, 

I am organizing a panel for the Cheiron conference upcoming in June of 2020 at Sarah Lawrence 

University.  I plan to present a paper on Bateson’s wartime research into a popular German film 

understood as Nazi propaganda.  I may also be invited to present my work on Bateson to a 

conference on the history of psychology in Brazil.  Finally, I hope to organize a panel for an 

upcoming meeting of the Association for Asian Studies. 

All told my writing on Bateson’s Balinese works comes to another sixty to seventy pages.  

I have yet to integrate this body of writing into the pre-existing manuscript.  I anticipate that it 

will finally constitute three chapters of the book. 

In order to work further on this project, however, I will have to visit a number of archives 

around the United States, in Europe, in New Zealand as well as visit Bateson and Mead’s field 

sites in Bali.  To help fund these ongoing researches I have submitted the aforementioned 

fellowship proposal.  I should hear from the Mellon/ACLS during March of 2020.  If successful, 

I will work on this portion of the larger project starting in the summer of 2020 and concluding at 

the end of the summer of 2021.  Further, I would present my findings to a conference of other 

recipients of the fellowship. 
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I have been working on this project to one extent or another since I entered graduate 

school in 1986.  I return to Bateson’s work in all of my classes.  I find that many of my students 

find Bateson’s views to be intellectually stimulating, even provocative in the best sense of the 

term.  I look forward to sharing my ongoing research with my students for as long as I remain 

Collin’s Professor of Anthropology and beyond.    


