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 College lends campus to Homeland Security
bioterrorism drill 
It was a frightening sight at the Preston
Ridge Campus Aug. 9. Fortunately, it
was just a test. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 
Civic engagement activist, author coming to
Collin Sept. 20 

Author Paul Loeb has been slated to visit
Collin Tuesday, Sept. 20 as the Honors
Institute Scholar-in-Residence.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 
Students reflect on summer: ‘What I did on
my summer vacation’ 
By Sydney Portilla-Diggs, Student Correspondent
When I was in high school, my
friends and I looked forward to
the first day of school. We usually
picked a color and went shopping
for outfits in that particular shade.
On the first day of school,
showing up in school in the same
color was my favorite part of
going back to school. (Pictured from left to right: Collin students
Sheara Mulbah and Karen Landers had pretty eventful  summers. Landers'
was full of drama, while Mulbah got into culture.)
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College ditches ‘snail mail’ for Cougar Mail 
By Stephanie Hall, Student Correspondent 
Starting this fall, Collin County Community College District
(Collin) will no longer send its students important
information regarding school matters using snail mail. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Collin celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month
Sept. 15-Oct.15. 
National Hispanic Heritage Month is rolling around once
again, Sept. 15-Oct.15. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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LRC offers quiet getaway for studies 
The new Learning Resource Center at the
Preston Ridge Campus in Frisco, which
opened in January 2005, was built as an
example of a learning community.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 September Campus Dates 
September is full of events and activities for students,
faculty and staff. Check it out!
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Auteur Film Series cooks up new season
with Center for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement 
The Auteur Film Series has gone through some
changes. The program which started in 2003 will
feature at least one movie a month, except
December, during the 2005-06 school year. Also,
the theme for the year is “Food for Thought.”
Every movie includes a food theme. However,
culinary concoctions are just the outside crust of the films.
Each movie delves into the cultures, relationships, feelings
and behaviors of the characters. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Grants available for students who are first in
family to attend college 
Grants for first-generation college students are available
thanks to a grant from the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quad C Theatre kicks off new season 

The Quad C Theatre recently announced its
2005-06 schedule – from chaotic yuletide
high jinks to sweet trans-puppets. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 
Texas Poet Laureate schedules visit 
Betwixt the rattle and hum of a new
dawn of a semester comes the poet
laureate. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 SGA courts big plans for new year 
By Ana Colores Palmer, Student Correspondent
The Student Government Association (SGA) is planning to
enhance the college experience for students, faculty, staff
and the community in the new school year. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Keys to Career Success are at Collin 
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By Lydia A. Gober
What does "career success" look like at Collin County
Community College District? Check out these student
success stories.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 

Check out the faculty, staff, student
and college news all rolled into one.
(Pictured left to right: Collin trustee Dr. Bob
Collins, scholarship winner Lauren Battard and
Collin President Cary Israel at the annual
scholarship banquet.)
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Recipe of the Month: Healthy-Refreshing
Cole Slaw Salad 
By Sonita Oliver, culinary arts student, health chef
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts 
See how Collin grads and students who complete the "core
curriculum" rate their learning and progress at the college.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Make a difference on a G-Force team 
By Marcy Wilson
Texas is on a path to
becoming a less
educated, less
prosperous state.
Currently, one million
Texans are enrolled in higher education, which is only five
percent of the state's population. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Tips for Transfer – Transfer Dispute
Resolution 

Collin works closely with colleges and
universities to make the transfer process
as smooth as possible.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 The Write Way 
By Joyce Marie Miller, English professor
Many years ago, a lecturer on time management changed
my life with five simple yet meaningful words: “Don’t put
down; put away.” 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 September Employee Birthdays 
Happy birthday to these employees. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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College lends campus to Homeland
Security bioterrorism drill 

It was a frightening
sight at the Preston
Ridge Campus Aug.
9. Fortunately, it
was just a test. 

The Collin County
bioterrorism
exercise at the
Frisco campus was
held in order to simulate a potential attack on local citizens.

The exercise was designed to test and evaluate aspects of
the state, regional and local plans related to distributing
medicine during a potential emergency. 

The daylong procedure was not for the 1,000 volunteer
“victims” as much as it was for the county and city officials,
who would spring into action if such a disaster struck. 

The make-believe scenario revolved around a terrorist
attack on the citizens of North Texas. Terrorists had tainted
air with the pneumonic plague. The “victims” filed through
a maze starting behind the Preston Ridge Campus library,
through the Cougar Den. 

Those individual given orange cards by officials were
considered individuals who had been “infected” by the
plague. They were isolated and sent for transport to the
hospital. All others – those not showing symptom but
considered to be possibly exposed to the plague – were
escorted toward the gymnasium were county health
officials were ready behind tables to take information,
dispense preventative medication and offer any assistance.

The goal was to service 8,000 individuals, which they met.
They serviced about 1,000 “victims” per hour, according to
Jason Lane, planner for Collin County Homeland Security. 

Pharmacist Don Stone and Collin student and county intern
Donna Valentino were happy to volunteer assisting the
possible individuals with the plague. 

“This exercise creates an image of possibilities of what
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might happen,” Mr. Stone said. “Personally, it makes me
feel more secure. We go through life thinking someone
else will take care of us. It is good to know there are
people with the eyes and ears, trying to protect the
citizens.” 

Preston Ridge Campus was swarming with police officers
and firefighters directing volunteers. Paramedics were
loaded down with supplies. Pouches and vests were
loaded on their chests, legs, arms and backs emphasizing
the importance of the day’s exercise. 

“As time goes on, they will be even more prepared,” victim
Jean Baker said. “This is a test and they will find out what
needs to improve in the exercise.” 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Civic engagement activist, author
coming to Collin Sept. 20 
Author Paul Loeb has been slated to visit Collin Tuesday,
Sept. 20 as the Honors Institute Scholar-in-Residence. 

The renowned speaker will give a lecture from 10-11:15
a.m. for the Honors Institute. From 1-2:30 p.m., Loeb will
give a free presentation open to the public at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center, room AA135. At 3
p.m., Loeb will host a faculty workshop in the conference
center. 

Loeb, best known for his dedication toward civic
engagement and researching why some people get
involved and why others do not get involved, travels the
nation speaking to colleges, to the media and at
conferences. 

Regina Hughes, director of the Center for Scholarly and
Civic Engagement, said Loeb’s previous visit to Collin was
almost thwarted by tragedy. He was scheduled to speak on
Sept. 12, 2001 – the day after the terrorist attacks in New
York City and Washington, D.C. Convinced that Loeb
would cancel, since he was in Alabama, Hughes was
pleased to find that two Samford University
representatives, who felt his message was needed more
than ever, drove Loeb all night in order to speak at Collin. 

“His message of the importance of active engagement as
highlighted in his book 'Soul of a Citizen' is as important
now as it was in 2001,” Hughes said. “Since that time,
Collin has established the Center for Scholarly & Civic
Engagement. Paul will be speaking about the theme of his
most recent publication, ‘The Impossible Will Take a Little
While’.” 

Loeb has authored and edited several books, including
“Soul of a Citizen” and “The Impossible Will Take a Little
While,” an anthology featuring writings by Maya Angelou,
Alice Walker, Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela, which
Loeb edited. 

He is an affiliate scholar at Seattle’s Center of Ethical
Leadership, and he has been interviewed by national and
international broadcast media. Loeb’s visit is a
collaborative effort between the Honors Institute, the
Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement and Student
Life. 
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For more information about Loeb’s visit, please contact the
Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement at
972.548.6739. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Collin students Sheara Mulbah (left) and Karen
Landers had pretty eventful  summers.
Landers'  was full of drama, while Mulbah got
into culture.
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Students reflect on summer: ‘What I did
on my summer vacation’ 
By Sydney Portilla-Diggs

When I was in high
school, my friends
and I looked
forward to the first
day of school. We
usually picked a
color and went
shopping for outfits
in that particular
shade. 

On the first day of
school, showing up
in school in the

same color was my favorite part of going back to school.
However, writing the dreaded “What I did on Summer
Vacation” essay put a damper on my spirits. 

I never had anything interesting to write about. As a family,
we did not visit amusement parks. In fact, I visited Six
Flags for the first time on a choir trip when I was 16 years
old. I would have to wait until I turned 25 to go to a
carnival. 

And now, as luck would have it, I finally have something
interesting to write about—but no one is asking me what I
did this summer. 

Concerning their summer vacations, some Collin students
have plenty to talk about. 

Vegas Baby, Vegas! 

Collin sophomore Lisa Simpson and her boyfriend Scott
went to Las Vegas for five days. 

“We didn’t win -- we didn’t even break even,” Simpson
said. “As my grandfather put it, we went to Vegas to make
our deposit, but we had a blast.” 

Although Simpson is majoring in anthropology and
archaeology, she did not go to Vegas to study the social
behavior of man or to get married as many of her friends
and family guessed. Instead, they stayed in the pirate-
themed Treasure Island hotel and enjoyed the sites. The
Blue Man group, the shark reef at Mandalay Bay, the white
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lions and tigers at the Mirage were among the many things
they enjoyed in the city that never sleeps. 

On Broadway 

Collin sophomore and Communications and Humanities
Division Secretary Karen Landers took a summer II class
offered by Brad Baker. Along with an entire drama class,
Landers stayed in a hotel in the middle of New York City’s
Broadway. Landers is still undecided about her major but is
leaning towards theatre. So far, dramatic literature has
been her favorite class. Under the tutelage of Baker, the
Collin drama students were able to meet actors, directors,
writers and musicians. The students visited New York
University and Julliard School of Drama. After attending
Broadway shows, Collin students participated in talkbacks
with cast members. 

For Landers, one of the highlights of her New York theatre
experience was meeting Faye Dunaway and Jeff
Goldblum. 

PTK Institute 

Together with other district II Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)
members, Collin sophomore Sheara Mulbah attended the
Texas Regional Honors Institute held in Galveston. The
Honors Study topic “Popular Culture: Shaping and
Reflecting Who We Are” brings important, current issues to
the foreground and encourages Phi Theta Kappans to
examine how these issues affect their lives. 

According to Mulbah, “The whole experience was great for
networking.” 

Mulbah said the students attended seminars and discussed
pop culture in small groups. For Mulbah, the highlight of
the weekend was the town hall discussion. 

“People spoke so passionately about pop culture and
whether the children of today are spoiled by it,” Mulbah
said. 

On their recreation breaks, Mulbah and the other Collin
students spent a lot of time on the beach. 

Warped Tour & SMU 

Collin student Chris Baird competed in and won $100 in
Vans Warped Tour skateboard competition while former
Collin student Chase Dillon Higgs was accepting a half-
tuition honors scholarship from Southern Methodist
University. From discussing the controversy of Paris
Hilton’s racy Carl Jr.’s commercial, watching the water
show at Las Vegas’ Bellagio hotel, or chatting with Faye
Dunaway in the rain, Collin students can always boast
diverse interests. 

What did you do this summer? 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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College ditches ‘snail mail’ for Cougar
Mail 
By Stephanie Hall, Student Correspondent 
Starting this fall, Collin County Community College District
(Collin) will no longer send its students important
information regarding school matters using "snail mail."

Instead, Collin will now use the cyber speed of the Internet
to send its students relevant and current information. 

“We have not had a college-wide e-mail system before, so
this is a new initiative for Collin,” Stephanie Meinhardt,
registrar and director of admissions, said. 

The new cyber mail, which is called Cougar Mail, will
enable the college to send students information quicker
and easier than sending mail through the post office, she
said. Because physical as well as personal e-mail
addresses change all the time, Cougar Mail will be a
separate system so students will always have a consistent
place to log on to in order to find out pertinent school
information. 

“By using Cougar Mail, Collin will have an official way of
communication with the students and a more accurate way
of contacting the students,” Meinhardt said. 

Because this is the new official way to send students
important school information, students cannot be removed
from the mailing list, Meinhardt said. 

“Furthermore, it will be the responsibility of the students to
be diligent about reading Cougar Mail from the college,”
she said. 

Students will receive information concerning tuition bills,
financial aid, student activities, registration information, the
college newspaper, Cougar News, and much more through
Cougar Mail, Meinhardt said. Students will also receive
information that was once only accessible by searching
through bulletin boards school such as information from the
counseling office that might be of interest to the student
body, Meinhardt said. 

“Information regarding alcohol awareness, depression
awareness, and such can now be sent via e-mail,” she
said. 

With this new system, students will receive up-to-date
news and information, which will help students as well as
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the faculty at the college, she said. 
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Collin celebrates Hispanic Heritage
Month Sept. 15-Oct.15. 
National Hispanic Heritage Month is rolling around once
again, Sept. 15-Oct.15. 

The month-long observance and celebration highlights the
many contributions of Hispanic Americans and the way
Hispanic culture has molded the United States. According
to data from the spring 2005 semester, 10 percent of Collin
students indicated they were Hispanic. 

Hispanic culture reaches even further into the community,
however. It was recently announced that KESS (107.9), a
Spanish-language radio station, ranked No. 1 in the Dallas
and Fort Worth Arbitron ratings. It was the first time a
Spanish-language station did so in this market. 

“It is definitely a growing population,” Coordinator for
Program for New Students Lisabeth Lassiter said. “The
Hispanic population is an important one to pay attention to
because they will be setting trends in our culture because
of that growth.” 

Lassiter recently was named the Advisor of the Year for
Young Adults at the League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC) National Convention for her work with
Collin’s chapter. 

LULAC began at Collin in 2002 and currently has about 20
active members, ne of which is LULAC 2005-06 President
Liz Trejo. The sophomore early childhood education
student has been involved in LULAC for four years. Last
year, Trejo said, LULAC sponsored a visit by salsa dancers
who performed and taught attendees some dance steps to
practice. Trejo said she hopes National Hispanic Heritage
Month serves as a means toward understanding all
cultures and for individuals to become aware of their
community. 

“National Hispanic Heritage Month is a time for our
community to come together and celebrate the
accomplishments of those individuals with a Hispanic
background,” she said. “Hispanics have been a great
influence on the American culture.” 

She added that the appreciation of Hispanics or any group
of people should be commemorated throughout the year.
LULAC wants to take the same mindset in regards to their
activities. Trejo said the group will make a bigger impact
this year in their community service projects, including the
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holiday Adopt-A-Family program. LULAC will meet the first
and third Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m. at the
Spring Creek Campus. 

For more information about upcoming Hispanic Heritage
Month activities or any LULAC programs, e-mail Trejo at
lulac@ccccd.edu. 

Hispanics have had a hand in a number of contributions in
the United States. Here are some of them. 

Luis Walter Alvarez – won the Nobel Peace Prize in
physics in 1968 

Evelyn Cisneros – famed ballerina 

Donna de Varona – won two Olympic gold medals in
swimming at the 1964 games 

Albert Gonzales – current U.S. Attorney General 

Rita Hayworth – actress, born Margarita Carmen Cansino 

Joseph Marion Hernandez – was the first Hispanic to serve
in Congress in 1822 representing Florida 

Ellen Ochoa – the first Hispanic female astronaut 

Edward James Olmos – accomplished actor 

Phil Roman – an animator who worked on several Charlie
Brown and Garfield features, in addition to winning three
Emmys for his work on “The Simpsons” 
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Need a study room? 
LRC offers quiet getaway for studies 

The new Learning
Resource Center at the
Preston Ridge Campus
in Frisco, which
opened in January
2005, was built as an
example of a learning
community. 

This is evident with the study rooms available to Collin
students, which intend to harvest scholarly growth by giving
the students the means to succeed. 

“Before we designed the new Learning Resource Center
we surveyed students and found out what they wanted.
They indicated they needed places to study in groups,”
Preston Ridge Campus Learning Resource Center
Executive Director John Mullin said. “That is why we have
space where people can come together and learn more,
and it helps with retention.” 

Lined along the walls on the bottom floor of the center,
there are two categories of study rooms available. Two-
person rooms are equipped with a TV, DVD player and
VCR so students can view materials for class or for
whatever purpose. The larger rooms include a long table
for eight people and a dry-erase board. 

So far, the response has been good, according to Preston
Ridge Campus Reference Librarian Terri Karlseng. A bevy
of students and members of the community have utilized
the rooms for a number of purposes. For example, she
said, one person from the community has been coming
everyday and studying for the bar exam. 

“They are very popular,” she said. “It is definitely a
wonderful place to study, have enough privacy and feel
comfortable.” 

In addition, students also can check out wireless laptop
computers and use them in the study rooms or anywhere
inside the Learning Resource Center. Karlseng said many
students use the laptops and rooms to work on group
projects, adding that it is easy for students to come in,
work on a PowerPoint presentation, burn it to a CD without
any hassle. Also, individual study carrels are dispersed
throughout the center for seeking a fortress of solitude for
studying. 
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Study rooms can not be reserved. 

For more information, contact the Preston Ridge Campus
Learning Resource Center at 972.377.1560. 
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September Campus Dates 
THE ARTS gallery is putting the Collin art faculty under the
spotlight at the annual “Exhibition One: The Faculty.”
The show will feature works from the Collin faculty to kick
off the 2005-06 season. The exhibition will run from
Monday, Aug. 29-Saturday, Sept. 10 at THE ARTS gallery.
A reception is scheduled for 6 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 7 in
the gallery. Works will include painting, drawing,
printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, small metals,
photography and graphic design. Gallery hours are
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.;
and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about
this exhibition and any future exhibitions, visit the gallery’s
website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873. 

THE ARTS gallery is hosting Photography3: Freeman,
Glosson, Robinson Thursday, Sept. 15-Friday, Oct. 7
located at the Spring Creek Campus in Plano. The
reception for the event is at 6 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 15 at
the gallery. The exhibit is a collection from several Collin
photography faculty. Gallery hours are Monday-Thursday,
9 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about this exhibition and
any future exhibitions, visit the gallery’s website at
www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873. 

The College Republicans will host Texas State
Representative Ken Paxton at 2 p.m., Friday, Sept. 30, at
the Spring Creek Campus, room C103, across from the
library. All students and community members are invited to
attend.

Collin will host “We the People … An American Portrait,” a
roundtable discussion, in honor of Constitution Day 2005,
from noon-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 21 at the Spring
Creek Campus, room AA135. The panel will include Dean
of Business and Computer Science Bill Blitt, Collin
Associate English Professor Jan Doleh, Dallas Morning
New columnist Michael Landauer and others. The theme
for the discussion will be what it means to be an American,
how panelists view their role and what the Constitution and
its contents mean to them. 

THE ARTS gallery has scheduled “An Earthly Codex,” an
exhibit of Mary Dritschel’s paintings Thursday, Oct. 13-
Saturday, Nov. 12. The gallery is located on the Spring
Creek Campus in Plano. Dritschel has been featured in a
number of individual and group exhibitions around the
world, and has pieces represented in a number of national
and international publications. The reception for the
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exhibition is set for 6 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 13 at the gallery.
For more information about Dritschel and her work, visit
her website at www.marydritschel.com. Gallery hours are
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.;
and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about
this exhibition and any future exhibitions, visit the gallery’s
website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873. 

The Quad C Theatre will present “Handler” by Robert
Schenkkan Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 13-15 and Oct. 19-22
at 8 p.m. Matinees will be Sunday, Oct. 16 and Saturday-
Sunday, Oct. 22-23 at 2:15 p.m. All shows will be at the
John Anthony Theatre, Spring Creek Campus. Directed by
Gail Cronauer, “Handler” begins as a member of Brother
Bob's flock, Geordi, is released from prison. Geordi's wife,
Terri, takes him back into their home, wary of his hard-
drinking history, and still mourning the loss of their little girl
in an accident a few years back. Both in low spirits, Terri
and Geordi go to Brother Bob's service where Geordi
decides to handle a snake for the first time. The resulting
tragedy shakes the congregation to its core, but the
miracle that follows a few days later lift it to heights never
before reached. General admission is $8 and $6 for
students and senior citizens. For more information, visit the
theatre’s website at www.quadctheatre.org, call the box
office at 972.881.5809, or the theatre hotline at
972.881.5100. 

The Quad C Theatre will present “The Exonerated,” a play
about six wrongfully convicted survivors of death row in
their own words. Written by Jessica Blank and Erik Jensen,
the play was culled from interviews, letters, transcripts,
case files and public record. Directed by Brad Baker, “The
Exonerated” will run Tuesday-Saturday, Oct. 18-22 at 8
p.m., and Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 22-23 at 2:15 p.m. at the
Spring Creek Campus Black Box Theatre in Plano.
Admission is $8 for general admission and $6 for students
and senior citizens. For more information, visit the Quad C
Theatre website at www.quadctheatre.org, call the box
office at 972.881.5809, or call the theatre hotline at
972.881.5100. 
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Auteur Film Series cooks up new
season with Center for Scholarly and
Civic Engagement 

The Auteur Film
Series has gone
through some
changes. The
program which
started in 2003 will
feature at least one
movie a month,
except December,
during the 2005-06
school year. Also, the
theme for the year is
“Food for Thought.”
Every movie includes
a food theme.
However, culinary
concoctions are just
the outside crust of
the films. 

Each movie delves
into the cultures, relationships, feelings and behaviors of
the characters. 

In addition, the Auteur Film Series will partner with the
Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement. This pairing
includes two movies, “Super Size Me” and “Chocolat,”
which will be screened at the Angelika Film Center, The
Shops at Legacy, 7205 Bishop Road, Plano. Certain films
will be screened in honor of a particular holiday or
designated month. For example, “Like Water For
Chocolate” will be shown in honor of Hispanic Heritage
Month, “Soul Food” in honor of African-American Heritage
Month and “Chocolat” for Valentines Day. 

The film series goes interdisciplinary before its first film at
the Angelika Film Center by hosting Collin music professor
Casey McClure, who scored a film short. Both film and
music will be showcased at 6 p.m. before the movie along
with a pre-ception. 

“The collaboration meets goals of the Center for Scholarly
and Civic Engagement as we seek to encourage and
increase organizational collaboration -- collaborations that
enhance student learning,” the Center’s Director Regina
Hughes said. “Further, this collaboration meets the spirit of
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the district's Quality Enhancement Plan, ‘Fostering a
Scholarly Community,’ by bringing our academic programs
into the community. We are excited to continue expanding
our partnerships with our corporate community partners
such as the Plano Angelika Film Center and Cafe in
innovative and learning-centered ways.” 

As always, the films will be followed by a panel discussion
led by a variety of Collin faculty and staff. All other shows
will be at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. with the film at 7 p.m. Everyone is
invited. Seating is limited for all shows, and some material
may not be suitable for all ages. 

Thursday, Sept. 15 -- Angelika Film Center “Super Size
Me” (PG, 2004, Morgan Spurlock, 100 minutes) 

Thursday, Sept. 22 “Like Water For Chocolate” (R, 1993,
Alfonso Arau, 123 minutes) 

Wednesday, Oct. 26 “The Last Supper” (R, 1996, Stacy
Title, 92 minutes) 

Monday, Nov. 14 “What’s Cooking?” (PG-13, 2000,
Gurinder Chadha, 109 minutes) 

Thursday, Jan. 26 “Mostly Martha” (PG, 2002, Sandra
Nettelbeck, 109 minutes) 

Tuesday, Feb. 14, Angelika Film Center “Chocolat” (PG-
13, 2000, Lasse Hallström, 121 minutes) 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 “Soul Food” (R, 1997, George Tillman
Jr., 114 minutes) 

Wednesday, March 22 “Eat Drink Man Woman” (Not
Rated, 1994, Ang Lee, 123 minutes) 

Thursday, April 27 “Babette’s Feast” (G, 1988, Gabriel
Axel, 102 minutes) 

Wednesday, May 24 “Big Night” (R, 1996, Campbell Scott
and Stanley Tucci, 107 minutes) 

For more information about the Auteur Film Series, contact
Humanities and Philosophy Chair Carolyn Perry at
972.881.5140 or e-mail at cperry@ccccd.edu. For driving
directions to the Angelika Film Center visit
www.angelikafilmcenter.com/plano/directions.asp. 
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Grants available for students who are
first in family to attend college 
Grants for first-generation college students are available
thanks to a grant from the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board. 

Collin received a $50,000 grant to help “first-generation
college students” buy textbooks, calculators or other
expensive school supplies. These grants, up to $500 each,
will be available for the fall semester. Deadline for fall
applications is Friday, Sept. 30. 

“This past summer we were able to offer over 60
scholarships to students through this program,” Director of
Recruitment and Programs for New Students Alicia Huppe
said. “We are hoping to expand outreach efforts of first-
generation college students and aid in their academic
success.” 

The grant also provides money for outreach programs to
local high schools, in hopes of encouraging more first-
generation students to attend college. 

For more information on the Collin first-generation college
student grant program, contact Huppe at 972.377.1749 or
ahuppe@ccccd.edu. 
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Quad C Theatre kicks off new season 

The Quad C Theatre recently announced its 2005-06
schedule – from chaotic yuletide high jinks to sweet trans-
puppets. 
 

The theatre will kick off its season with
“Handler” by Robert Schenkkan
Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 13-15 and Oct.
19-22 at 8 p.m. Matinees will be
Sunday, Oct. 16 and Saturday-Sunday,
Oct. 22-23 at 2:15 p.m. Directed by Gail
Cronauer, “Handler” follows Geordi after
being released from prison as he joins
Brother Bob’s flock. Tragedy strikes as

Geordi decides to handle a snake, but a miracle soon
follows. “Handler” will be shown in the John Anthony
Theatre on the Spring Creek Campus. 
 
Other Quad C Theatre productions are:
“The Exonerated” by Jessica Blank and
Erik Jensen directed by Brad Baker
Black Box Theatre, Oct. 18-23.
“Seasons Greetings” by Alan Ayckbourn
Dec. 1-11 Black Box Theatre. “The
Rocky Horror (Puppet) Show” by
Richard O’Brien co-directed by Brad
Backer and Dane Offman Musical
direction by Mark Mullino Choreography by Kelly Songy-
Nelson Puppetry designed by James M. Ortiz March 2-12
John Anthony Theatre. “The Mistress of the Inn” by Carlo
Goldoni, adapted by Carmela Lamberti, and co-directed by
Robin Armstrong and Shannon Kearns-Simmons, April 27-
May 7 Black Box Theatre.  

The Black Box and John Anthony theatres are located on
the Spring Creek Campus in Plano. Showtimes are at 8
p.m. and matinee performances are at 2:15 p.m. General
admission for each show is $8 and $6 for students and
senior citizens. Season passes are $30 and $23 for
students and senior citizens. 

For more information about upcoming shows or season
passes, call the theatre hotline at 972.881.5100 or visit the
Quad C Theatre website at www.quadctheatre.org. 
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Texas Poet Laureate schedules visit 
Betwixt the rattle
and hum of a new
dawn of a
semester comes
the poet laureate. 

Alan Birkelbach,
the Texas Poet
Laureate, will visit
the Spring Creek
Campus,
Wednesday, Oct.
5 and Thursday,
Oct. 6. Birkelbach
is scheduled to speak at a Collin creative writing class Oct.
5, and he will give a lecture and poetry reading at 11:30
a.m., Thursday, Oct. 6, in the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. He will be available until 1 p.m. for
questions and book signings. 

A Plano resident since 1983, Birkelbach was notified of the
honor of being selected the state’s laureate in May by the
Texas Commission on the Arts, which seeks a poet
laureate, a state musician, a state two-dimensional artists
and a state three-dimensional artist. 

Birkelbach has been writing since he was 12. 

However, he said he has taken his writing a little more
seriously over the past 15 years. As poet laureate,
Birkelbach has no official duties, but he said it is hard to
just sit still. 

“Just about every State Laureate I've spoken to felt like
they should be doing something, regardless of whether that
was being accessible, performing readings, going to
schools, holding workshops -- just generally presenting
poetry to Texas,” he said. “Ultimately, it is about not
forgetting what brought us the title: writing. We cannot stop
being what we are because that is what is expected.” 

Birkelbach’s visit comes at the request of Communications
and Humanities Interim Dean Dr. Gerry Perkus, who said
Birkelbach’s appointment as poet laureate is an honor for
the city and county. 

“After reading about him and the kind of poetry he writes, I
thought that it would be a good opportunity for students to
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experience a working poet, who is working out of the
community,” Perkus said. 

Also, last year the college hosted the poet laureate from
Minnesota, Richard Terrill, an event that garnered a lot of
interest in the college, Perkus said. 

“We are making a serious effort to expand our lecture
series and we hope to open this up to the community as
well,” he said. Birkelbach’s latest collection of poetry is
titled “No Boundaries” and carries a Southwest and Texas
foundation. The Oct. 6 lecture, poetry reading and book
signing is open to the public and free. 

For more information, contact the Communications and
Humanities Division at 972.881.5812. 
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SGA courts big plans for new year 
By Ana Colores Palmer, Student Correspondent
The Student Government Association (SGA) is planning to
enhance the college experience for students, faculty, staff
and the community in the new school year. With the new
year comes a new president. 

Last May, the SGA organized elections to choose a new
president for the organization. Justin Stuart won the
election. 

Stuart plans to finish a nursing major and attend medical
school. He dreams of becoming a cardiac surgeon. Stuart
enjoys playing cello, and he will perform in the Mesquite
Symphony this season. Stuart has several proposals for
the 2005-06 year. 

His commitment for the fall semester will be to improve our
college experience and to organize a charitable event to
bring our community and student population together. 

“Academics are good here, but now we need to go to the
next level which is activities, things to do,” Stuart said. 

The plans for this fall also include organizing a charitable
event for the holiday season. 

The idea will be to bring all the students who want to
volunteer and the students groups to work together, so the
event can be more effective and can benefit the local
community. Also, he is interested in recruiting more people
to participate in the SGA. He invites all the students to
come and talk to him or the senators and bring ideas that
will benefit the school and the students. The SGA mission
is to serve as the voice that represents the student body at
Collin. 

This organization addresses issues that affect the student
community and promotes all students rights. The SGA
Executive Committee has a president, vice president of
internal affairs, a vice president of external affairs, a
secretary, a treasurer, a campus senate chair for each
campus, at large senator representative and a primary
advisor. 

Any student interested in the SGA can visit their website at
http://sga.ccccd.edu or e-mail Stuart at jstuart@ccccd.edu. 
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Keys to Career Success are at Collin 
By Lydia A. Gober
What does "career success" look like at Collin County
Community College District? 

How does the staff of Career Services & Cooperative Work
Experience (CSCWE) view success for those who use our
services? We strive to help each person, whether student
or community resident, unlock his or her potential with
some keys we can provide. 

"Career success" looks like Gavin, who learned he could
combine sports interests and business abilities in his
career by majoring in sports management after a career
counseling session. 

Professor Eric Carlson's business communication class
said that one of their favorite class activities was the
resume writing assignment with critiques by the CSCWE
staff. 

Eleanore, a community resident, who feels more confident
about her interview skills after a mock interview through
CSCWE. 

Jerilyn, a nursing major, said she was able to secure a
part-time hospital job after refining her resume with help
from our staff. 

The smile on Jack's face when he sees and hears
confirming results from a career counselor that his
personality and career assessments offer helpful ideas for
a career path.

Real estate professor Rod Rodriguez said, "Co-op is
probably one of Collin's best kept secrets. I am frankly
surprised that more students are not taking advantage of
this fine program."
Rick, a commercial music major, took a co-op course and
discovered, he ¡§can choose a career in audio engineering
he loves over a job he endures in the IT industry.

Bridgette Kirkpatrick, biotechnology professor, said, "I have
tried to use Career Services extensively in my courses
from goals and time management presentations, to MBTI
assessments. Students seem to really get a lot out of
these presentations that they can take forward into the
careers they are training for here." 

The keys to your career success can begin at the career
center at the Spring Creek, Preston Ridge or Central Park
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campuses. As you begin this new semester, come by and
see us for key resources that might unlock a treasure
chest of career information and assistance. To get started,
contact Career Services & Co-op at 972.881.5781 or visit a
career center. 
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College News 
The names of two members of the Collin Board Trustees
will grace new public schools in Collin County. The Frisco
Independent School District just announced that Collin
Chairman Sam Roach will be the namesake of a new
school under development—the Sam and Ann Roach
Middle School. Also, doors opened to the new Dr. E.T.
Boon Elementary School in Allen on August 8 with the
dedication ceremony August 28. Chairman Roach has
served as a college trustee since 1992 and Dr. Boon
joined the board in 1990. 

The July 20 edition of Inside Collin County Business
featured Mark Langford, director of the Small Business
Development Center as its “Portrait of a Leader.”
Information and photos of the Preston Ridge Campus light
tower and employees were included in the issue’s
Education section. 

Dr. Merry McBryde-Foster was named the dean of the
Health Sciences and Emergency Services Division.
McBryde-Foster comes from the Louise Herrington School
of Nursing at Baylor University where she was an assistant
professor. She earned her Ph.D. and master’s in nursing
from Texas Woman’s University and her bachelor’s degree
from The University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.

Dr. Toni Jenkins, executive vice president, was named
the secretary of the North Central Texas Workforce Board. 

Vice President of Academic Affairs Dr. Thom Chesney
has been appointed to the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board’s Academic Course Guide Manual
Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee serves as a
forum for making decisions concerning the addition of new
courses and the deletion of existing courses from the
Academic Course Guide Manual. It also revises
descriptions and course parameters for existing courses. It
is a great honor to have Dr. Chesney chosen to fill one of
only two available seats statewide among all community
colleges and universities. 

Former Collin student Kseniya Parakhin received a full
scholarship to attend Southern Methodist University this
fall. The Wylie resident received an associate of arts from
Collin and plans to major in business and finance, go to
law school and become an international corporate lawyer. 

Several hundred Collin students received good news Aug.
4 at the CCCCD Foundation Scholarship Banquet. Two-
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hundred and six students were awarded scholarships
totaling more than $100,000. Another $50,000 has been
pledged for the spring semester. Last year, the foundation
awarded 189 students with $138,000 in scholarships for
the fall and spring semesters. For more information about
the foundation or scholarship opportunities, call
972.548.6611 or visit their website at
http://foundation.ccccd.org. 

Collin student Siulan Thomas was named a finalist for the
20/20 Vision Regional Director’s Council, a 10-person,
student-led body from colleges and universities nationwide.
If chosen, Thomas will go to Washington, D.C., for hands-
on training for a one-year term where she will serve as a
regional representative for 20/20 Vision, a non-profit
watchdog organization which attempts to involve the public
in environmental and global security issues during the
legislative process. 
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Recipe of the Month: Healthy-
Refreshing Cole Slaw Salad 
By Sonita Oliver, culinary arts student, health chef

Ingredients: 
3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
4-5 tablespoons canola oil (do not use olive oil) 
1/4 teaspoon salt (or to taste) 
1 1/2 pound green cabbage; cored and finely shredded 
2 avocados medium, grated or cut up in squares 
2/3 cup cilantro 
To bring more color: add red radishes 

Instructions 
Prepare salad dressing by mixing salt, lemon juice, and
canola oil right before making the salad. (Do not add
preservatives or generic products.) In a large mixing bowl
toss the cabbage with avocado. Add the cilantro and fresh
lemon dressing and toss well. For best flavor, let sit in the
fridge for about 30 minutes before serving. Serves eight
people. If you have leftovers you can keep it up to 48
hours in the refrigerator. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Quick Facts 
The Community College Student Experiences
Questionnaire (CCSEQ), annually administered to Collin
graduates and core curriculum completers, measures their
self-perceived learning gains or progress in various areas
as a result of their experiences at Collin. 

Students indicate their perceived gains on a four-point
scale, where 1 = “Very Little” and 4 = “Very Much.”  

Thus, the higher the mean response the higher the self-
perceived gain or progress. The perceived gains of 2003-
04 Collin graduates and core completers in 25 areas of
learning are presented in the following table along with
comparative data other community, junior and technical
colleges.

Acquiring knowledge and skills applicable to a
specific job or type of work. 2.9 2.7

Gaining information about career opportunities. 2.5 2.5
Developing clearer career goals. 2.7 2.7
Becoming acquainted with different fields of
knowledge. 2.8 2.6

Developing an understanding and enjoyment of
art, music and theater. 2.3 2.0

Developing an understanding and enjoyment of
literature (novels, stories, essays, poetry, etc.). 2.4 2.1

Writing clearly and effectively. 2.8 2.6
Presenting ideas and information effectively in
speaking to others. 2.7 2.5

Acquiring skills needed to use computers to
access information from the library, the Internet,
the Worldwide Web and other computer
networks.

2.7 2.6

Acquiring skills needed to use computers to
produce papers, graphs, charts, tables or data
analysis, etc.

2.6 2.5

Becoming aware of different philosophies,
cultures and ways of life. 2.6 2.4

Becoming clearer about my own values and
ethical standards. 2.7 2.5

Understanding myself, my abilities and interests. 2.9 2.8
Understanding mathematical concepts such as
probabilities, proportions, etc. 2.4 2.3

Understanding the role of science and technology
in society. 2.5 2.3
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Putting ideas together to see relationship,
similarities and differences between ideas. 2.6 2.5

Developing ability to learn on my own, pursue
ideas and find information I need. 2.9 2.7

Developing the ability to speak and understand
other languages. 1.6 1.8

Interpreting information in graphs and charts I see
in newspapers, textbooks and TV. 2.2 2.2

Developing an interst in political and economic
events. 2.2 2.0

Seeing the importance of history for
understanding the present as well as the past. 2.5 2.2

Learning more about other parts of world and
other people (Asia, Africa, South America, etc.). 2.2 2.0

Understanding other people and the ability to get
along with different kinds of people. 2.6 2.5

Developing good health habits and fitness. 2.3 2.3
Developing the ability to work with others in
different kind of situations. 2.6 2.6

 [Source: CCSEQ Survey 2004]

For questions or comments contact: Nasreen Ahmad,
972.758.3810                                                                             
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Make a difference on a G-Force team 
By Marcy Wilson

 
Texas is on a path to becoming a less educated, less prosperous state.
Currently, one million Texans are enrolled in higher education, which is only
five percent of the state's population. 

As the number of college-educated Texans decline, so will annual household
income -- by an estimated $30-$40 billion in 2030. 

The loss could be dire for both families and the state's economy. Here’s the
challenge -- to reverse these trends, the challenge is to bring 300,000
additional people prepared to succeed in higher education by 2015. Here’s
the plan -- the statewide College for Texans Campaign was developed by the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and funded by the Texas
legislature. 

The campaign led to the establishment of Go Centers, which are a grassroots
network of centers designed to inform and motivate middle and high school
students to go to college. These centers are housed in local area middle and
high schools. Here’s where you come in. 

Go Centers are staffed by G-Force members. Collin coordinates the Go
Centers in Collin County and provides the Collegiate G-Force team. We need
students to join the G-Force team. Not only will you be helping people to go
to college, you will also earn scholarship money while you are doing it. 

For more information, contact Marcy Wilson, Department of Recruitment and
Programs for New Students at 972.377.1627 or e-mail to
marwilson@ccccd.edu. See www.gocenter.info and www.collegefortexans.com
for general information. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Tips for Transfer – Transfer Dispute
Resolution 
Collin
works
closely
with
colleges
and
universities to make the transfer process as smooth as
possible. 

As a student, you have the right to ask for transfer dispute
resolution if you believe you are entitled to more transfer
credit for lower-division (freshman and sophomore)
courses than you received. 

Lower-division courses are listed in the Academic Course
Guide Manual. Procedures for transfer dispute resolution
are published in public college and university catalogs. 

Most transfer credit disputes can be worked out by talking
to your new or previously attended college. Start with the
institution to which you are transferring. 

Then, if your question is not settled, discuss it with the
college where you earned the credit. If the dispute is not
resolved after the two colleges or universities have worked
together, the issue can then be referred to the
Commissioner of Higher Education for a final decision. 

For more information, please call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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The Write Way 
By Joyce Marie Miller, English professor
Many years ago, a lecturer on time management changed
my life with five simple yet meaningful words: “Don’t put
down; put away.” 

What a time-saver that “pearl of wisdom” came to mean in
organizing my family and professional chores! 

Even at times today when I search for excuses not to put
something away, the lecturer’s advice invariably moves me
to complete a task. The advice also returned to me as I
was clearing my desk to write my customary column. 

In an instant, I thought it more beneficial for students to
learn some of our professors’ favorite “pearls of wisdom”
than for them to learn about essay writing this month. In
due course, I put out a call to my colleagues and am
especially pleased by the high number of quick responses
—far more than space allows to include them all. 

Professors from every campus submitted their original
musings as well as oft-quoted expressions aimed at
helping you manage your college experiences more
successfully (just as wise advice helped some of them
during their early college years). 

In the order of submission to the column, then, the
following sentences reflect the kind of “pearls” they’d like
their own children to contemplate on the heels of college
life. 

Here’s hoping that one (or more) also will touch you in
some way, perhaps even making meaningful differences in
your personal, academic, and professional lives just as the
words “Don’t put down; put away” made in mine: 

• DO today what could wait until tomorrow! 

• Good writers read good writing. Without a reliable pattern
of correct, clear language in the mind, a writer cannot write
well. 

• There are no bells, hall monitors, or truancy officers at
Collin; getting to class is solely your responsibility. 

• Professors do not give you a grade. They record the
grade you earn based on the quality of the final product
you submit to fulfill  the assignment. 

• We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what
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we give." (President Ronald Reagan) 

• Clear thinking promotes lucid writing. Both offer a ticket
to success in professional and life arenas. 

• We are our own greatest mystery: Be brave enough to
grow beyond where you are now, to explore the
possibilities of your unique mind. 

• Treat your professors and everyone else as you would
want them to treat you. 

• “There is no pillow so soft as a clear conscience.”
(French proverb) 

• Students who truly want to succeed academically should
focus on these five things: Before each class session,
review the assigned course material; arrive early to class
with a positive attitude; form a study group with your
classmates to help with test-taking; engage the instructor
in discussions, and attend all classes. 

• Have a dream and pursue it. 

• “The great enemy of clear language is insincerity.”
(George Orwell) 

• Open your ears, not your mouth (unless at the
appropriate time). 

• “Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the
key to success.” (Albert Schweitzer) 

• Relax about the grades and concentrate on getting the
most out of each course. 

• The saddest book is the one less opened. 

• Prioritize, prioritize, and prioritize! Remember that each
three-hour course you take usually requires three times
that number to complete your homework, reading
assignments, and papers. 

• “Grasp the subject, and the words will follow.” (Cato the
Elder)

 • The root (reading skills) always reflects the pattern of the
leaves and branches (writing skills). 

• “Don't say you don't have enough time. You have exactly
the same number of hours per day that were given to
Helen Keller, Pasteur, Michaelangelo, Mother Teresa,
Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, and Albert Einstein.”
(H. Jackson Brown Jr.) 

• “If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders
of Giants.” (Isaac Newton) Thank you again, professors, for
your generous contributions—whether or not yours could fit
in the publication’s allotted space. Next month’s column will
return to the usual format of offering practical writing
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instruction, especially in differentiating confusing word
pairs. 

As always, I welcome suggestions from students, staff, and
faculty for these monthly columns and shall try to use their
contributions in future columns. Should you have a topic
you’d like discussed here, please write me at
jmiller@ccccd.edu . You may also telephone me at
972.881.5981. Students wishing improved writing skills will
find useful links to a dozen or so English grammar sites at
http://iws.ccccd.edu/jmiller/jmiller.htm . 

Joyce Marie Miller is a professor of English at Collin. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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