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 College responds to national tragedy 
Collin students, faculty and staff went the extra
mile in relieving the burden on victims of hurricane
Katrina. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Student Question: What have you done for
the victims of hurricane Katrina? 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College seeks stories for special publication 
Are you a hurricane survivor? Do you want to tell your
story? Are you a student/faculty member who would like to
interview a Katrina/Rita survivor? Forces, Collin’s annual
publication of the arts, is going to issue a 2005-06 special
edition.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Collin students sharpen competitive edge in
Center for Advanced Studies in Math &
Natural Sciences 
By Stephanie Hall, Student Correspondent 
An elite group of students have taken a
rare opportunity to enhance their
academic prowess by enrolling in
Center for Advanced Studies in
Mathematics and Natural Sciences
(CASMNS) courses this semester at
Collin.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 
Degrees at Collin are big business 
There is no better place to start one’s business degree
than Collin. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Faculty Association gets a facelift for the
new year 
There is an arena in which faculty can
come together. The Faculty
Association is a formal organization
developed to provide a forum in which
the faculty as a whole can
communicate and work with
administration, student services and
other faculty. (Pictured is association
president Barbara Lusk)
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin County Community
College District. Published monthly. For
information or submissions, call
972.758.3849. Cougar News welcomes
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deadline: Oct. 11 All submissions are
due by 5 p.m. on the due date. Photos
cannot be returned. Text should be
emailed to mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent
on disk. Please submit copy that is
proofed, edited and saved in Word
format. Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, student correspondent;
Stephanie Hall, student correspondent;
Nick Young, photographer; Layout by
Publications 

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Tennis teams serve up good time for Special
Olympians 

The men’s and women’s
tennis teams will host the
Plano Special Olympians on
the court for the third
straight year. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 
National depression screenings available to
students 
In order to help students cope with the stress and anxiety
of college, Collin Counseling Services is now offering year-
round screenings for a range of common emotional and
developmental issues that often go unattended and are
misunderstood. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College, Faculty and Staff News 
Read about the latest news about the college. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Meet the Cougar News correspondents 

Cougar News has several student
contributors. Get to know them a little
better. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 
Campus Dates 
See what is happening around the college. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Recipe of the Month: Exam Time Tiramisu 

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 
Health and Fitness: Dental treatments
available 
The bicuspids and molars of Collin’s faculty, staff and
students have a sanctuary nearby. The Dental Hygiene
Program offer services such as teeth cleanings, X-rays and
more. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Fall transfer fairs arrive 
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Fall transfer fairs, dual admission representative visits and
The University Texas at Dallas’ (UTD’s) Transfer Expo are
coming. Attend one and find out more about transferring
credits, participating in dual admission programs and more.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Transfer Tip: The reverse transfer 

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Book Review 
Cougar News editor Mark Robinson reviews Chuck
Klosterman's Killing Yourself to Live.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts October 2005 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 The Write Way 
For the first time since its inception six or so years ago,
this column will focus exclusively on three of the seven
standard rules of comma placement.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 October Employee Birthdays 
Happy birthday to all the October birthdays. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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College responds to national tragedy 
Collin students, faculty and staff went the extra mile in
relieving the burden on victims of hurricane Katrina. 

The hurricane, which ravished parts of Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama, left many homeless, foodless and
in need of a helping hand. 

Political science professor Didi Wendel challenged her five
classes to give money to donate to a non-profit
organization. In total, the students collected $1,200 and
plan to distribute those funds between a number of local
non-profit relief outlets.

“I have never been disappointed in any of my students,”
she said, citing a toy drive for an Iraqi orphanage and a
supply drive for American troops overseas that Wendel
challenged her students to give to. “It is teaching them that
the smallest amount of effort, in the end, will have a
dramatically positive impact.” 

The international honor society for community colleges, Phi
Theta Kappa, jumped on board by collecting toiletries like
wash cloths, towels, toothpaste, tooth brushes, soap and
deodorant. The collection is ongoing, but according to Phi
Theta Kappa President Melissa Cole, the response has
been very good. 

The college also offered an out-of-state tuition waiver for
college students displaced by the hurricane and
emergency enrollment was extended to cater to these
students. 

The theatre department collected everything from clothes
and food to toiletries and cribs in a drive started by student
Amber Rhodes. They have delivered goods to food
pantries, churches, Reunion Arena and distribution centers
in Collin and Dallas counties. Also, a number of theatre
students volunteered at distribution centers and shelters. 

“This is ongoing until there is no need,” Theatre Chair Brad
Baker said. “To see the community energized like this is
amazing. People just jumped at the chance to do
something.” 

The HAM radio communications faculty was opened to
relief workers for use as necessary. 

Also, a special edition of Forces will be produced
titled "Katrina 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Student Question: What have you done
for the victims of hurricane Katrina? 
What have you done for the victims of hurricane
Katrina? 

"One Saturday morning, we
volunteered our time at work, Sam’s
Club, and gave a free cookout with
food for donations. We raised $3,500
at just our store. Nationwide, Sam’s
gave $15 million as a company." 
Vanessa and Valerie Strubett,
freshmen 

"I gave $100 to the Red Cross.
Everyone at the salon where I work, Beauty Wise, gave
$100." 
Cassie Coker, freshman 

"We sent food to our family who live in New Orleans." 
Nick Patton, freshman

" As a class, we gave $1,000. It will
probably go to the Red Cross or some
other charity. At work [Express at
Stonebriar Mall], we collected clothing
and money." 
Andrew Ramsey and Maura
Mauldonado, sophomores 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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College seeks stories for special
publication 
Are you a hurricane survivor? Do you want to tell your
story? Are you a student/faculty member who would like to
interview a Katrina/Rita survivor? 

Forces, Collin’s annual publication of the arts, is going to
issue a 2005-06 special edition to honor Hurricane
Katrina/Rita Survivors who are currently in North Texas. If
you are an evacuee who would like to share your story, or
if you are a student or faculty member who would like to
interview an evacuee, we want to hear from you. 

The interview is an option available for this special issue of
Forces. 

We are also seeking relevant creative pieces like poems,
essays, visual art and photography. Contact Scott
Yarbrough at syarbrough@ccccd.edu or Linda Steele at
lsteele@ccccd.edu by Monday, Oct. 17. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Collin students sharpen competitive
edge in Center for Advanced Studies in
Math & Natural Sciences 
By Stephanie Hall, Student Correspondent 

An elite group of students
have taken a rare
opportunity to enhance their
academic prowess by
enrolling in Center for
Advanced Studies in
Mathematics and Natural
Sciences (CASMNS) courses
early this semester at Collin.

“This is an opportunity that
will give these students a real competitive edge,”
said Dr. Nelson Rich, director of the CASMNS
program as well as a biology professor. 

To be eligible for the CASMNS program, a student
must be majoring in mathematics or natural
sciences, must enroll in CASMNS eligible courses,
must maintain a 3.0 grade point average, and must
be interviewed by a CASMNS faculty member. 

“CASMNS students are highly motivated students
who want to pursue their graduate degrees or
pursue careers rich in mathematics or natural
sciences,” Rich said. 

The program allows students who are enrolled in
certain math and science courses to participate in a
variety of undergraduate research activities. These
students have developed research proposals,
presented those research proposals and then
implemented the research projects, according to
Rich. 

“The design of the program is such that a student
has to work with at least three faculty members on
a project, so they will have a support team of
faculty for mentoring and guidance,” Rich said. 

That support team will consist usually of the
professor of the course the student is enrolled plus
a professor who may a researching in an area
relevant to that course, and the one additional
faculty member may just be a supporting member
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who might be from a different discipline all
together, said Rich. The students who are
successful at the end of the semester will receive a
myriad of benefits, he said. 

“First of all, these CASMNS students will have
gained valuable experience,” Rich said. “A lot of
these experiences are similar to experiences of
students who are beginning their master’s program.

“It’s important that people understand that there is
a growing emphasis on getting students in the
math and sciences engaged in research activities
before they become advanced students." 

The reason why is that students who begin
advanced studies will already know how to collect
data, develop extensive proposals where they have
to develop an idea and also put together a budget,
and propose it to a group who will then analyze
their proposal and give them feedback, he said. 

“The students involved with CASMNS will have all
this knowledge under their belts,” he said 

The CASMNS program prepares math and science
students with the tools necessary to be a relevant
part of research projects. 

“It allows for a lot of communication and mentoring
to be done between the faculty who have extensive
experience with researching and the students who
have just begun,” said Rich. “It makes the students
more experienced as math and science students by
allowing them to solve real world science and math
problems.” 

The program leads to an environment that students
cannot find in a normal classroom setting. 

“You just won’t find that kind of one-on-one, or
small group-type interaction, with that level of
scholarly investment, that you would get for signing
up for CASMNS,” Rich said. “Not to diminish the
importance of the course, but CASMNS takes the
course above and beyond that.” 

Another, more tangible benefit for signing up for
CASMNS courses is the special designation on the
students’ transcripts. 

“When successful CASMNS students get their
course grade on their transcripts, they also put
advanced studies or something like that to indicate
that this is something extra that they
accomplished,” said Rich. “If they are honors
students, the honors program also has an
agreement with us so that our students who
complete CASMNS contracts are also eligible for
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honors credit, if they meet the eligibility
requirements for the honors program.” 

The tangible benefits also continue beyond the day
the students graduate from college, said Rich. 

“On their future resumes, they will have a distinct
heading: undergraduate research.” 

The CASMNS program is very unique from other
community college research programs, Rich said.
“In fact, I don’t know of any other community
college doing this. I know that there are faculty
members at other community colleges in the math
and sciences that sometimes do research, and
sometimes they may involve students, but I don’t
know of a deliberate effort of this scale going on
anywhere.” It is important for students, especially
math and science students, to get as much
experience as possible, Rich said. 

“Students who are pursuing degrees in competitive
fields like the medical field and the dental field
need a competitive edge to compete with everyone
else pursuing those fields,” he said. “CASMNS is the
first step to increasing that competitive edge.” 

For more information, visit the CASMNS website at
http://www.ccccd.edu/casmns/index.htm . 
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Degrees at Collin are big business 
There is no better place to start one’s business degree
than Collin. 

The college offers four business associate of science,
associate of arts and associate of applied science degrees:

Management 
Management – Criminal Justice 
Marketing 
Marketing – Business Management

The core classes taken while achieving these degrees
transfer to almost all public and private universities
including local institutions like the University of North Texas
(UNT), Southern Methodist University and The University of
Texas at Dallas. 

Students can then polish off their bachelor’s degrees,
according to Russell Kunz, Business Management and
Marketing chair. Also, according to Kunz, students vying
for an associate of applied science can transfer up to 87
semester hours to UNT – up from the usual 66 hours. 

The advantage of starting a business degree at Collin is
also about the quality of the education. Business degrees
are flexible and they allow students to transfer into any
number of bachelor’s programs in the state. 

Once they finish that, there are always enough jobs in the
workforce whether one is into marketing, teaching, criminal
justice or entrepreneurship. 

“I would highly recommend the AAS in management
development because you get more in-depth training with
specific courses in leadership, work teams, quality
management, supervision, organizational development,
strategic management and negotiations to name a few,”
said former 
Collin student Jerry Wellman, who is currently finishing his
bachelor of science degree in emergency administration
and disaster planning at UNT. 

After earning an associate’s degree in management
development at Collin, Cheree Bontrager earned a
bachelor’s degree in business and human relations from
Amberton University and is currently the city of Sachse’s
human resources analyst. 
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“Learning about life and how to work in a professional
environment was a key thing I learned from my professors
at Collin,” Bontrager said. “We were pushed to use new
forms of technology and to think abstractly about solving
problems.” 

Kunz also is quick to point out the value students receive
at Collin. The quality of the education does not wane, but
the tuition statement is lower than taking one’s first two
years of college at a university. 

Students can come to Collin, get the same great education
with smaller class sizes and experienced and illuminating
professors at a lower cost. 

The Business Management and Marketing Department also
offers certificates in: 

Project Management 
Mediation 
Quality 
Human Resources 
Small Business Management 
International Business 
General Management

For more information, contact Business Management and
Marketing advisors Terrence Brennan at 972.377.1790 or
Tom Bailey at 972.881.5790. 
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Barbara Lusk, 
Faculty Association president
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Faculty Association gets a facelift for
the new year 
There is an arena in which
faculty can come together. 

The Faculty Association is
a formal organization
developed to provide a
forum in which the faculty
as a whole can
communicate and work
with administration, student
services and other faculty. 

The association meets the
second Friday of every
month. All full-time faculty
or faculty with more than
50 percent teaching loads or instructional associates can
become members. Dues are $20. 

All faculty are invited to meetings, but only members can
vote, according to Barbara Lusk, 2005-06 Faculty
Association president. Members also can join association
committees including policy, projects, constitution and
rules, and compensation and benefits. 

The association has changed since last year, when it was
called the Faculty Senate, a body of 50 faculty members. 

“This change, I believe, represents a desire to be a more
inclusive group, with all faculty encouraged to join, vote
and participate in the work of the association,” Lusk said. 

The association plans to continue participating in the
CCCCD Foundation’s student scholarship fundraising and
caring for its adopted highway in Plano and Frisco. 

For more information about the Faculty Association,
contact Lusk at 972.548.6809. 
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Tennis teams serve up good time for
Special Olympians 
The men’s
and women’s
tennis teams
will host the
Plano Special
Olympians on
the court for
the third
straight year.

Every Monday afternoon, weather permitting, the
squads welcome about 18 Olympians on the Spring
Creek Campus courts in order to teach them some
tennis skills. 

“These Olympians are 15 and 16 years old so they
get to work with individuals closer to their own
age,” Head Coach Marty Berryman said. “It is a
wonderful experience.” 

For sophomore tennis player Megan Ping, this is her
second year to work with the Special Olympians. “I
think the program is great,” she said. “I am happy
to give back. They have always got a smile on
their face and we feed off their positive energy.” 

For more information, contact Berryman at
972.881.5884. 
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National depression screenings
available to students 
In order to help students cope with the stress and anxiety
of college, Collin Counseling Services is now offering year-
round screenings for a range of common emotional and
developmental issues that often go unattended and are
misunderstood. 

These areas of concern will be highlighted during the
month of October as Collin participates in the national
initiative to raise awareness. 

Counseling Services will be offering confidential screenings
for depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety and post-traumatic
stress disorder. 

At the screening, individuals can fill out a questionnaire
and talk with a counselor about their personal situations.
Even if individuals do not have mood or anxiety concerns
and are just going through a couple of bad days, they are
invited to come take advantage of the program and learn
about what services are available on campus. 

“Students need to understand that depression and anxiety
are not character flaws or personal weaknesses,” Director
of Counseling Linda Qualia said. “They are illnesses that
are highly responsive to treatment. If you have not been
feeling like yourself lately, you should come and take a
free, anonymous screening at our counseling offices.” 

For a screening or more information, visit a counseling
office at the Spring Creek Campus, Suite C225, Central
Park Campus, A221 or Preston Ridge Campus, F167, or
call 972.881.5126. 
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College, Faculty and Staff News 
Collin Trustees Chairman Sam Roach, Vice Chairman
Dr. J. Robert Collins, and President Cary Israel
presented “Exemplary Trustee Leadership Brings
Innovation to the Community College” at the Association of
Community College Trustees National Convention Sept. 7
in Seattle. 

Collin’s business office has received the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the
fiscal year ending Aug. 31, 2004. The certificate of
achievement is the highest form of recognition in
governmental accounting and financial reporting. This is the
8th year the college has received the certificate which is
awarded by the Government Finance Officers Association. 

The college has been awarded about $120,000 in grant
challenge funds from the Hoblitzelle Foundation for the
James & Pat Ashton Center for Health Studies. Funds
were matched for the grant by Medical Center of Plano,
Baylor Regional Medical Center of Plano, and Henry L. and
Laura H. Shoap Fund. These funds will allow the college to
add a classroom in the nursing program. 

Faculty and Staff News
Philosophy professor Dr. James Kirk represented Collin at
the Oxford Round Table at Lincoln College of Oxford
University in England in August. The seminar concerned
the relation of religion, government and education. Kirk’s
paper was titled “Conviction and Tolerance: Religion,
Education and Government in a Pluralistic Society. “
Associate faculty member Mary Ann Pauken also
attended the sessions. 

The following individuals were honored as Outstanding
Professors during All College Day proceedings Aug. 17:
Mike Cohick, Business and Computer Science; Peggy
Brown, Communications and Humanities: Eugene Foley,
Developmental Education; Pam Gaiter, Social Sciences;
Lori Wastlick, Health and Public Services: Barbara
Taylor, Engineering Technology: Doug Boliver, Math and
Natural Science and Physical Education: and Tiffanee
Arnold, Fine Arts. Outstanding Associate Faculty: Angela
May, Business and Computer Science: Betty Correll,
Communications and Humanities: Nancy Megarity,
Developmental Education: Meredith Martin, Social
Sciences: Laura Swannie, Health and Public Services:
Laurie Correa, Math and Natural Science and Physical
Education: and Robin Armstrong, Fine Arts. 

Photography chair Byrd Williams will have an exhibition
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Oct. 3-Jan. 18 in the Law Building, Lower Brown Corridor
gallery of the Museum of Fine Arts Houston.

 Director of the Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement
Regina Hughes has been selected to serve on the 2005-
07 Editorial Review Board forThe Journal for Civic
Commitment, a publication of the Community College
National Center for Community Engagement. This is
Hughes’ second term on the review board which includes
community college personnel selected from across the
nation. 

Professor Marilyn Massey’s article titled
“Service-Learning Projects in Data
Interpretation” was among 24 articles
published in MAA Notes #66, Mathematics
in Service to the Community: Concepts
and Models for Service-Learning in the
Mathematical Sciences. Her article was
one of only two by community college
professor to be included. 
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Meet the Cougar News correspondents 
Name: Stephanie Hall 
Major of study: Art history, creative
writing 
Year: sophomore 
Where do you live? Plano 
How long have you been a writer?
I've been writing pieces for over five
years now. I have worked for the
Cougar News for a handful of months
now. Before that, I wrote for several military publications. 
Future aspirations: I am hoping that with a little patience
and a lot of hard work, I will eventually own my own art
gallery. 
What are your hobbies? I really love photography, horses
and losing myself in a good, long novel. 
What is your favorite color? Green 
What is one interesting fact that many don't know
about you? I am a full-blooded Navajo, and I grew up on
the Navajo Reservation.

Name: Sydney Portilla-Diggs 
Major of study: English and sociology 
Year: Collin graduate, current junior at
Austin College.
What do you love about Collin?
Collin is a diverse place. I have made
friends from every age group and every
ethnic group. I think Collin has a very
fertile environment. I have grown tremendously here. 
How long have you been a writer? I started writing
pieces about a year ago. But trust me, I always had an
opinion about everything. 
Future aspirations: I have a few books that I am working
on. I hope to keep writing while I work here at Collin. I
aspire to go on the lecture circuit teaching about race
awareness and inclusion. 
What are your hobbies? I love to sing and dance. I am
an amazing cook—one of the natural ones that make up
their own recipes. 
What kind of music/musical artists do you listen to? I
usually like most music. I love classical music—Debussy
and Tchaikovsky. I love old R&B like Al Green, and Barry
White. I like neo-soul artists Jill Scott and India Arie. I am
really into reggaeton — especially Daddy Yankee and Don
Omar, salsa and the like. I still love disco! Sorry! 
What is your favorite color: I like to look at blue and red.
I love wearing black. I think colors make me look too
conspicuous. 
What is one interesting fact that many don't know
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about you? My mom named me Sydney by accident. If I
had been a boy, my name would have been Michael. As a
girl, I was supposed to be named Stan-Leigh! But due to
the medication, she could only remember the name
Sydney—just like her favorite actor, Sidney Poitier. 
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Campus Dates 
The districtwide Project Esperanza is back. LULAC and
Collin Spanish classes are collecting shoes, clothes and
toys in order to send them to children in Latin America
through Quinta Terra, a non-profit agency, which aids
children around the world. A collection box will be placed
outside the bookstore at each Collin campus. The deadline
for donations is Friday, Oct. 21. For more information, call
Professor Dr. Sandra Herron at 972.377.1626 or e-mail her
at sherron@ccccd.edu. 

THE ARTS gallery has scheduled “An Earthly Codex,”
an exhibit of Mary Dritschel’s paintings Thursday, Oct. 13-
Saturday, Nov. 12. The gallery is located on the Spring
Creek Campus. The reception for the exhibition is set for 6
p.m., Thursday, Oct. 13 at the gallery. For more information
about Dritschel, visit her website at
www.marydritschel.com. Gallery hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Visit the gallery’s website at
www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873. 

The Quad C Theatre will present “Handler” by Robert
Schenkkan Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 13-15 and Oct. 19-22
at 8 p.m. Matinees will be Sunday, Oct. 16 and Saturday-
Sunday, Oct. 22-23 at 2:15 p.m. All shows will be at the
John Anthony Theatre, Spring Creek Campus. Directed by
Gail Cronauer. General admission is $8 and $6 for
students and senior citizens. For more information, visit the
theatre’s website at www.quadctheatre.org, call the box
office at 972.881.5809, or the theatre hotline at
972.881.5100. 

The Quad C Theatre will present “The Exonerated,” a
play about six wrongfully convicted survivors of death row
in their own words. Written by Jessica Blank and Erik
Jensen and directed by Brad Baker, “The Exonerated” will
run Tuesday-Saturday, Oct. 18-22 at 8 p.m., and Saturday-
Sunday, Oct. 22-23 at 2:15 p.m. at the Spring Creek
Campus Black Box Theatre. Admission is $8 for general
admission and $6 for students and senior citizens. For
more information, visit www.quadctheatre.org, call the box
office at 972.881.5809, or call the theatre hotline at
972.881.5100. 

The Auteur Film Series will present “The Last Supper”
at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 26 at the Spring Creek
Campus Conference Center. The movie is rated R and
runs 92 minutes. Following the movie, Collin faculty and
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staff will host a roundtable discussion of the movie. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. and seating is limited. For more
information, contact Humanities and Philosophy Chair
Carolyn Perry at 972.881.5140. 

The Collin Dance Department will present Dance Fusion
at 8 p.m., Friday and Saturday, Nov. 11-12 at the John
Anthony Theatre located on the Spring Creek Campus.
Dance Fusion is the sixth invitational dance concert and
this year’s program includes multiple performances by the
following dance companies: Dallas Black Dance Theatre II,
The Houston Metropolitan Dance Company and Muscle
Memory Dance Theatre. This program fuses the
exceptional artistry of professional dance companies with
Collin’s Dance Company into one event. Tickets are $7 for
general admission and $5 for students. For more
information call 972.881.5107. 
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Recipe of the Month: Exam Time
Tiramisu 
Exam Time Tiramisu 
Submitted by Karen Musa 
4 large eggs, separated at room
temperature 
6 tablespoons extra fine sugar 
1 ½ pounds mascarpone cheese 
4 ounces Kahlua coffee flavored liqueur 
1 cup strong espresso coffee 
1 ounce dark rum 
36 (approx.) ladyfingers – Italian savoiardi are the best to
use 
2 ounces dark chocolate – grated 
2 tablespoons sifted unsweetened cocoa 

In a large bowl, using an electric mixer beat the egg yolks
until light and lemon colored. Gradually add 5 tablespoons
of the extra fine sugar to the egg yolks. In a medium bowl,
stir together the mascapone cheese and the Kahlua, blend
well. Add this mixture to the yolks and sugar, mix well. In a
clean bowl with a clean beater, whip the egg whites until
fluffy, add remaining 1 tablespoon of sugar. Whip until stiff
not dry. Fold the whites into the yolk and cheese mixture
one tablespoon at a time. Place a ten-inch spring form
without the base on a flat serving platter. Combine the
espresso coffee and the rum in a shallow bowl. Cut one
inch off one end of the ladyfingers, this will allow the
ladyfingers to line the inside of the spring form pan without
falling over. Dip half of the ladyfinger into the coffee-rum,
place the ladyfingers around the edge of the spring form
pan. Line the base of the platter inside the spring form pan
with ladyfingers too. Pour the mascarpone-egg filling into
the center of the spring form mold. Sprinkle on the grated
dark chocolate on top of the mascarpone-egg filling. Sift
the cocoa over the grated chocolate. Cover with plastic
wrap and refrigerate for at least 12 hours before serving. 

Before serving, remove the spring form pan. 

Serves 12-15 
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Health and Fitness: Dental treatments
available 
The bicuspids and molars of Collin’s faculty, staff and
students have a sanctuary nearby. 

The Collin Dental Hygiene Program offer services such as
teeth cleanings, X-rays, pit and fissure sealant application
and more. 

Services are based on a sliding scale depending on the
patient’s financial need. Patients should be prepared to pay
at their first appointment. Cash and personal checks are
accepted. Fees are set for each procedure no matter how
many appointments it takes to finish. Patients should allow
two to three hours for an appointment. 

Medical and dental histories and a consent form prior to
treatment are necessary. Those under 18 must have a
consent form signed by a parent or guardian. Dental
hygiene students are accompanied by faculty and
supervising dentists. 

The clinic is located at the Central Park Campus. Clinic
hours vary from semester to semester. For more
information or to make an appointment, call the Dental
Hygiene Center at 972.548.6537 or 972.516.5030. 

Teeth cleaning, periodontal scaling and root planning 
$10 – Collin faculty, staff and students 
$10 – Senior citizens 
$15 – General public 

Full mouth X-rays 
$10 – Collin faculty, staff and students 
$15 – General public 

Bite wing X-rays 
$5 

Pit and Fissure Sealant Application 
$5 – each quadrant 
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Fall transfer fairs arrive 
Fall transfer fairs, dual admission representative visits and
The University Texas at Dallas’ (UTD’s) Transfer Expo are
coming. Attend one and find out more about transferring
credits, participating in dual admission programs and more.

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Central Park Campus, Information Desk 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 9:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 28, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, 9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Spring Creek Campus, Atrium 
Thursday, Oct.14, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 18, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Preston Ridge Campus, Founders Atrium 
Thursday, Nov. 10, 9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. 

University of North Texas

Central Park Campus, Information Desk 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 9 a.m.–noon 

Preston Ridge Campus, Founders Atrium 
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 9 a.m.–noon 

Spring Creek Campus, Atrium 
Monday, Oct.10, 9 a.m.–noon 
Monday, Nov. 28, 9 a.m.–noon

The University of Texas at Dallas

Central Park Campus, Information Desk 
Monday, Oct.17, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Preston Ridge Campus, Founders Atrium 
Monday, Nov. 21, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Spring Creek Campus, Atrium 
Wednesday, Oct.12, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-8 p.m.

UTD Transfer Expo, Conference Center
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Thursday, Nov. 17, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fall Transfer Fairs

Thursday, Oct.13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Preston Ridge Campus - East side of the library 

Monday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Central Park Campus-Information Desk

For more information, call 972.985.3734 or visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/upvisit.pdf . 
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Transfer Tip: The reverse transfer 
Reverse Transfer 

If you transfer from
Collin to a
university and have
earned at least 18 or more credit hours of the appropriate
coursework in residence but have not completed an
associate degree, Collin will “reverse transfer” courses
completed at the university back into your Collin program
and award an associate degree. This is a win-win
arrangement; you can continue working toward your
bachelor’s degree and complete the associate degree. This
process requires that you request that your university send
your transcripts back to Collin and that you petition Collin
for graduation. 

For more information, please call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Book Review 
By Mark Robinson 

Chuck Klosterman is to pop culture what melted cheese is
to nachos. 

Without him TV, cinema, music and the like would be a
basket of stale, yellow tortilla chips -- edible yet thoroughly
undesirable. Klosterman, writer and columnist for uber-cool
SPIN and the foxy Esquire, hones his mastery of all low art
in his third opus, “Killing Yourself to Live.” 

One part Kerouac, one part Nick Hornby, “Killing Yourself
to Live” is a captain’s log of Klosterman’s trek from New
York to Aberdeen, Wash. You see, per a SPIN article,
Klosterman was charged with seeking out the sights of
high-profile rock ‘n’ roll deaths. Like a Civil War enthusiast
touring old battlegrounds, Klosterman is chasing ghosts. 

Lynryd Skynryd’s, Buddy Holly/Big Bopper/Richie Valens’
plane crash sites, the Great White fire tragedy site, Sid
Vicious’ hotel room, Jeff Buckley’s drowning hole -- the
places that inject the mystique into rock ‘n’ roll. In “Killing
Yourself to Live,” we learn two things about Klosterman.
First of all, he is kind of a cad. 

The death sites are mere shadow puppets for his true
theme: an exorcism of his love life. There are three female
players in this Jane Austen novel -- ex-loves, current
loves, ex-loves who might be future loves. It is a tangled
web. Ironically, he is an unlikely bounder. He owns all the
KISS members’ solo albums … and he listens to them …
and thinks their good. Who would love this man? 

Secondly, Klosterman is a master wordsmith. Over three
books and countless articles, he has molded his distinct,
witty style prophesying and articulating how pop culture
parallels – if not defines – one’s life … and death. 

He, however, is quick to expound on the absurdity of pop
culture. Klosterman eloquently thumbs his nose at pop
culture all the while placing it on the high pedestal of
worship. 

It is a give-and-take, love-and-hate, life-and-death
relationship, and although we do not like to relate to such
buffoonery, we are guilty of similar trysts. When is the last
time you compared your life circumstances to that of
Seinfeld? 

The only difference is that Klosterman gets paid to make
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Quick Facts October 2005 
In 2005, Collin enrolled 7,535 students in its credit classes in Summer I and 4,331 students
in Summer II. The following table presents demographic and other background characteristics
of Collin’s summer students.
(Preliminary Information – Some Numbers May Change)
                                                                                        Summer I             Summer II

N        % N %

Total enrolled 7,535 100.0 4,331 100.0

Males 2,957 39.2 1,827 42.2

Females 4,578 60.8 2,504 57.8

Average age 26.8 24.1

Enrolled in transfer majors 6,511 86.4 3,906 90.2

Enrolled in workforce majors 842 11.2 360 8.3

Non-degree seeking 182 2.4 65 1.5

In-district students 5,280 70.1 3,030 70.0

Out-of-district students 1,766 23.4 982 22.7

Out-of-state students 288 3.8 192 4.4

Out-of-country students 201 2.7 127 2.9

Enrolled for one-five hours 5,433 72.1 3,257 75.2

Enrolled for six or more hours 2,102 27.9 1,074 24.8

Day students* 4,519 54.1 3,025 66.1

Evening students* 2,539 30.4 1,317 28.8

Distance students* 1,296 15.5 236 5.2

Top counties from which out-of-district summer students
came (N=1,766 for summer I, N=982 for summer II) Dallas 43.0 Denton 46.0

Denton 39.0 Dallas 40.0

Rockwall 7.0 Rockwall 6.0

Grayson 2.0 Tarrant 1.0

Tarrant 2.0 Grayson 1.0

Fannin 1.0 Fannin 1.0

Hunt 1.0 Hunt 1.0

Source:  Headcount Statistics, Summer I & Summer II 2005, Preliminary Data.
 
*Since students can enroll at multiple times, the sum of these figures is greater than the total
enrolled.
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The Write Way 
By Joyce Marie Miller 

For the first time since its inception six or so years ago,
this column will focus exclusively on three of the seven
standard rules of comma placement. 

In part, the decision falls on the heels of the Writing
Center's history of misplaced commas as the most
common type of error in student papers. In equal part, the
decision to devote the column to comma usage follows an
esteemed colleague’s request (excerpt below): “On a cold,
rainy night in old-town Plano, I began thinking about
punctuation in adjective strings. Would you like to write a
column on this often-confusing, valuable punctuation topic?
” 

Based on this request (correctly punctuated, by the way)
as well as on the high number of errors in our students’
compositions, this editor decided to move beyond adjective
strings (also known as "coordinate adjectives") to cover
other basic rules of correct comma placement. Of course,
space constraints won’t permit a thorough discussion of
even these three rules, but perhaps the following brief
introduction will lead readers to a handbook’s more
extensive coverage and examples. Future columns will
cover the remaining rules. 

COORDINATE ADJECTIVES 

To the confusing issue of adjective strings, the rule is
simple, namely: Use commas to join coordinate (equal in
rank) adjectives (adjectives that modify the SAME noun or
its substitute). Test by reversing the words. You can also
test their equality by joining the adjectives with the
conjunction “and.” If the meaning of the sentence is
wrecked, you do not have coordinate adjectives and
therefore should NOT use commas. 

Examples: “Melissa proved to be a kind, cooperative
employee.” (“Melissa proved to be a kind and cooperative
employee; Melissa proved to be a cooperative, kind
employee.”) 

BUT: “His azure blue eyes reminded me of my
grandfather’s eyes.” Reversing the adjectives here would
obviously wreck the sentence, proof in itself that they are
not equally modifying the word “eyes.” You may wish to try
testing my colleague’s message in these two ways as
proof the two sentences are indeed correctly punctuated. 
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ESSENTIAL AND NON-ESSENTIAL EXPRESSIONS

An essential expression/element affects the basic meaning
of the sentence whereas a non-essential one does not.
Essential elements do not require commas. Placing
commas on either side of a non-essential expression,
however, indicates that the information within the commas
may be informative but not crucial. 

Hint: Reserve the pronoun “that” to introduce essential
elements and the pronoun “which” to introduce non-
essential ones. The pronoun “who” can introduce both
types. 

Examples: ”Collin Creek Mall, which was built in 1980, has
enjoyed nearly two decades of prosperous growth.”
(Removing the information about the construction date
does not wreck the sentence.) “The suburban mall that has
enjoyed the most prosperous growth in Texas is Collin
Creek.” (Removing the information about growth would
wreck the essential meaning of the sentence.) “Jane Smith,
who is usually never at a loss for words, struggled to
remember her lines during her acting debut.” “Jane Smith
is the actress who is usually never at a loss of words’’{or}
“The actress who is usually never at a loss for words is
Jane Smith.” 

JOINING INDEPENDENT CLAUSES IN COMPOUND
SENTENCE STRUCTURES to avoid comma splices and
run-on (fused) sentences: Use a comma AND a
coordinating conjunction (“for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so”), or
use a comma AND a correlative conjunction (“both/and;
either/or; neither/nor; not only/but also”) to join independent
clauses correctly, thereby avoiding comma splices and run-
on sentences. Examples of independent clauses (note the
correct comma placement): “Some of my friends are going
to Europe this summer, but I am planning a trip to Mexico.”
“I am not only planning a trip to Mexico, but also I am
planning a trip to Egypt.” Examples of coordinating and
correlative conjunctions NOT joining independent clauses
(and therefore commas are unnecessary): “Some of my
friends are going to Europe this summer and plan to go
again next summer” (the words "plan to go again next
summer" do not form an independent clause). “Some other
friends are planning a trip not only to Europe but also to
the Middle East” (the words "also to the Middle East" do
not form an independent clause). 

As always, I welcome suggestions from students, staff, and
faculty for these monthly columns and shall try to use their
contributions in future columns. Should you have a topic
you’d like discussed here, please write me at
jmiller@ccccd.edu . You may also telephone me at
972.881.5981. Students wishing improved writing skills will
find useful links to a dozen or so English grammar sites at
http://iws.ccccd.edu/jmiller/jmiller.htm . 

Joyce Marie Miller is a professor of English at Collin. 
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