
Cougar News

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000150648.cfm[4/13/12 12:18:21 PM]

December 2006: 
Number 512

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

Download Credit Class Schedule

Download Continuing Education
Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

Psychology professor given top
award 

Endowed chairs named 

Guest speaker chronicles evolution
in the classroom 

Learning Communities, SLA spring
up for upcoming semester 

Collin tennis players teach Special
Olympians court skills 

Men's, women's basketball seek to
repeat 2005-06 success 

Book-in-Common hosts 'Big Fish,'
author 

Book Reviews -- Klosterman, Best
American Nonrequired Reading 

College News 

Campus Dates 

Top 10 -- Things About Finals 

Recipe of the Month -- New England
Lobster Roll 

Annual craft fair has the goods 

Transfer Tip 

Quick Facts 

The key to success is showing up 

Five worst ways to choose a class 

Banner Update 

December Employee Birthdays 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove

 Psychology professor given top award 
Jennifer O'Loughlin Brooks has always been a
popular professor with students at Collin
County Community College. Now this local
psychology professor is number one for the
entire Lone Star State. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Endowed chairs named 
Collin recently named two faculty
members to the new endowed
chairs of Scholarly and Civic
Engagement and Nursing. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Guest speaker chronicles evolution in the
classroom 
Arguably no other subject has drawn the ire
and debate of the American consciousness
as much as evolution has. Since Charles
Darwin published “On the Origin of Species”
in 1859 and “The Descent of Man” in 1871,
arguments for and against the theory of
evolution have burned bright inside and
outside the classroom. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Learning Communities, SLA spring up for
upcoming semester 
Both Learning Communities and the Student Leadership
Academy are getting readying for spring. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Collin tennis players teach Special
Olympians court skills 
Collin tennis players served up a good
time for local Special Olympians.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Men's, women's basketball seek to repeat
2005-06 success 
The men's and women's basketball
squads are preparing to embark on a
new season. See what the coaches
think about the 2006-07 season. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin County Community
College District. Published monthly. For
information or submissions, call
972.599.3142. Cougar News welcomes
student and faculty submissions. Next
deadline: Dec. 7 All submissions are due
by 5 p.m. on the due date. Photos
cannot be returned. Text should be
emailed to mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent
on disk. Please submit copy that is
proofed, edited and saved in Word
format. Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, student correspondent;
Stephanie Hall, student correspondent;
Teresa Danner, special contributor; Nick
Young, photograpy and layout. 

 Book-in-Common hosts 'Big Fish,' author 
Book-in-Common organizers looks back at
inaugural program. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Book Reviews -- Klosterman, Best American
Nonrequired Reading 
Cougar News had a lot of time to read this
month.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 College News 
Students, faculty and staff are up
to their old tricks. You know,
academic pursuit, awards,
appointments. The usual. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Mark these events on your
calendar right now. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Top 10 -- Things About Finals 
December means finals for Collin students. Top 10 shows
that finals aren't all that bad. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Recipe of the Month -- New England Lobster
Roll 
Put on your Red Sox cap, Recipe of the
Month is going north. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Annual craft fair has the goods 
The 15th annual Holiday Gift and Craft Fair is scheduled
from 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the Spring
Creek Campus Atrium. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Transfer Tip 
Know what courses and programs
are designed to transfer. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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 Quick Facts 
The following table condenses ten years of data from IRO’s
Headcount Statistics to summarize demographic trends
among Collin’s credit student population.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 The key to success is showing up 
We talked about workplace challenges in a previous
article. One challenge we face before we even get to the
workplace is getting hired and in most cases, getting hired
means having a successful interview. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Five worst ways to choose a class 
With Wintermester and spring registration now in
progress, learn the "do's" of planning a good
schedule of classes by reading this humorous list of
"don'ts."
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Banner Update 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 December Employee Birthdays 
Happy birthday to these employees. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Psychology professor given top award 
Jennifer O'Loughlin Brooks has
always been a popular professor
with students at Collin County
Community College. Now this
local psychology professor is
number one for the entire Lone
Star State. 

The Council for Advancement
and Support of Education (CASE)
and the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching
named Professor O'Loughlin-
Brooks the Texas Professor of
the Year at a ceremony in
Washington D.C. This is the only national program
recognizing college and university professors for their
teaching skills. 

"I am humbled by this award and honored to be recognized
for what I find rewarding, challenging and exciting," she
said. "I teach because it is my passion, and I truly could
not imagine being in any other profession." 

Her honor is the second Professor of the Year accolade
won by a Collin instructor. Theatre professor Brad Baker
was named U.S. Professor of the Year in 2000. This puts
Collin in company with Rice and the University of Texas at
Austin as Texas institutions with multiple winners. 

According to Dr. Bob Collins, who chairs the college's
Board of Trustees, "The members of our faculty are the
heart of this college, so we are extraordinarily proud of
Professor O'Loughlin-Brooks. She connects so well with
her students and uses innovation to make a lasting
impression in the classroom." 

Professor O'Loughlin-Brooks first joined the college as an
associate professor in 1995 and has been a full-time
professor since 2002. This semester she is teaching
General Psychology and Lifespan Psychology at the Spring
Creek Campus in Plano. 

"It has been our great fortune to have Professor
O'Loughlin-Brooks on our faculty. She brings excellence to
the classroom and stellar leadership to every project she
approaches," said Collin president Cary Israel. "She is an
excellent example of the fantastic faculty at Collin." 

Professor O'Loughlin-Brooks is well-known by students for
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her commitment to research and for leadership of the Psi
Beta national psychology honor society. She helped Psi
Beta earn national acclaim by overseeing student research
projects and co-chairing a national conference at Collin in
October. 

She also was the first Texas Liaison for national Psi Beta,
and the American Psychological Association highlighted her
work in The APA Monitor magazine. She created and
taught the first Honors General Psychology Course at
Collin. She was also instrumental in developing the first
General Psychology Service-Learning Philanthropy course.
She is a four-time recipient of the Faculty Recognition
Scholarship for Exemplary teaching and service, and was
named Outstanding Professor in 2004 and 2006. 

She belongs to the American Psychological Association,
Southwestern Psychological Association, Southwestern
Teachers of Psychology Association and the Texas Junior
College Teacher's Association. She has been named
associate editor for the Journal of Psychological Inquiry.
She also was selected to serve on the Advisory Board for
McGraw-Hill Higher Education on a project to integrate
innovative classroom technologies into textbooks. Prentice-
Hall and Brooks-Cole have also retained her as reviewer
for two first-edition books. 

She graduated from Texas Christian University in 1991
with a bachelor of arts in psychology and
speech/communications. She attained her master
of science in experimental psychology from Emporia State
University in 1994. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Endowed chairs named 
Collin recently named two faculty members to the new
endowed chairs of Scholarly and Civic Engagement and
Nursing. 

Dr. Lisa Roy-Davis, professor of
English, and Dr. Joyce Swegle,
professor of nursing, were named
the Endowed Chairs of Scholarly
and Civic Engagment and Nursing,
respectively, during a Nov. 28
reception. 

Royden L. Lebrecht’s $1 million gift
was the largest from an individual
philanthropist in the history of Collin.

The Lebrecht Endowed Chair for Scholarly and Civic

Engagement was established to recognize Mr. Lebrecht’s

commitment to education and the community. Mr. Lebrecht

supported a number of charitable and civic organizations and

believed that education creates opportunity.

Mr. Lebrecht was born in Denison, Texas and attended the

University of North Texas. He served as a major during World

War II as a pilot in some of the most dangerous missions. Mr.

Lebrecht built many successful business ventures in Tucson,

Arizona and became a noted real estate entrepreneur. 

Dr. Lisa Roy-Davis has been a professor of English at Collin

County Community College District since August 2003. She

holds a bachelor of arts in English from Atlantic Union College

in South Lancaster, Mass., a master of arts in English from La

Sierra University in Riverside, Calif. and a doctorate with a

specialty in 20th Century American Literature, U.S. Latina

Writers from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Roy-Davis was given the 2005 Ambassador Award from the

college’s Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement and was

named Outstanding Faculty Member of the Year for the

Communications and Humanities Division for 2003-04. She is a

member of the National Council of Teachers of English (NTCE),

NCTE’s Latino/a Caucus, the College English Association and

the Modern Language Association. Currently, Dr. Roy-Davis is

the chair of the Mexican-American Field of Study Task Force. 

The Dickinson Endowed Chair in Nursing was established
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by the late Richard Dickinson and his wife Barbara on
behalf of his mother, Florence Marie. The endowment will
further the attraction and retention of highly qualified
nursing faculty as well as support student scholarships.

Mrs. Dickinson was born in Pawtucket, Rhode Island in
1902 to Swedish immigrants. By the time she was 10, both
of her parents were deceased leaving Mrs. Dickinson and
many of her siblings in the care of an orphanage. Mrs.
Dickinson studied nursing at the Middlesex Hospital in
Connecticut. During her career as a nurse, Mrs. Dickinson
worked for a well-known family in Orange County,
California and in a sanitarium for tuberculosis patients. 

Dr. Joyce Swegle received her Ph.D
in Nursing from Texas Woman's
University. Her initial
nursing education was from an
associate degree nursing program in
Kansas City, Kansas. She received
her bachelor's degree in psychiatric
rehabilitation from Central Missouri
State and her master's education in
nursing from Vanderbilt University. 

She came to Collin in the fall of 2002
with a varied experience background in nursing, including
home health, long term care, and community mental
health. Her teaching experience includes clinical staff
development and quality management for health
care institutions and baccalaureate nursing education at
Texas Woman's University. Her expertise in quality
management, clinical service and nursing education makes
her an effective role model and teacher for the last
semester nursing courses at Collin.

The purpose of the Endowed Chair program is to
recognize and promote academic excellence of faculty and
students at Collin. The program enables the college to
honor outstanding members of Collin’s teaching faculty and
provides resources for students to pursue their academic
goals. In contrast to the endowed chair programs at four-
year universities which aim to attract preeminent
researchers, our program recognizes and supports
preeminence in teaching and student learning.
 
An endowed chair can be focused on an academic
discipline, career program or area of study.  An endowed
chair carries considerable prestige and demonstrates the
strongest commitment on the part of the donor and the
college to a particular program. The Collin
College Foundation will work with the donor to identify and
match donor interests and college programs. Collin will
provide resources to fund the endowed chair’s salary,
release time and professional development while
investment earnings allow for an annual payout from the
endowment to support student scholarships.
 
An endowed chair is awarded competitively to reward
instructional excellence and leadership. The chair carries
the name selected by the donor and is listed in the college
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Guest speaker chronicles evolution in
the classroom 
Arguably no other subject has drawn the ire and debate of
the American consciousness as much as evolution has. 

Since Charles Darwin published “On the Origin of Species”
in 1859 and “The Descent of Man” in 1871, arguments for
and against the theory of evolution have burned bright
inside and outside the classroom. 

Dr. Edward J. Larson, the
Herman E. Talmadge Chair of
Law and Richard B. Russell
Professor of American History
at the University of Georgia,
spoke at Collin’s Spring Creek
Campus Oct. 26. And, again,
evolution and its debate in 20th
century America was the focus. 

In 1998, Dr. Larson received
the Pulitzer Prize in History for
“Summer for the Gods: The
Scopes Trial and America's
Continuing Debate Over
Science and Religion” becoming the first sitting law
professor to receive the Pulitzer Prize in History. The title
of his presentation was “From Dayton to Dover: A Brief
History of the Evolution Teaching Controversy in America.”
His other publications include “Evolution's Workshop: God
and Science in the Galapagos Islands,” which was
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in 2002, and “Trial and
Error: The American Controversy Over Creation and
Evolution” and “Sex, Race and Eugenics in the Deep
South.” 

Getting Scope on Evolution 

Students, faculty and staff who walked into the conference
center for Larson’s lecture were welcomed by a black and
white photo displayed on the large screen behind the
speaker’s dais. The photo, circa 1925, showed a booth of
Mississippi evangelist T.T. Martin promoting the anti-
evolution league and his book, “Hell and the High
Schools.” 

That is where Larson begins. He said that debate about
evolution in public colleges or universities has never been
a debate. Most of the dispute has been in the high school
classroom. 
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Also, there have been three phases of anti-evolution
sentiment: 

• Remove evolution from the classroom completely 

• Balancing discussion of evolution in the classroom with
creationism 

• Teaching evolution as a theory. 

When the Scopes Monkey Trial -- and the grand spectacle
that accompanied it -- began, the former proved to be the
rule. In 1925, the Tennessee General Assembly passed
the Butler Act that banned any teaching in any state-
funded educational establishment of any theory that
“denies the story of the Divine Creation of man as taught
in the Bible, and to teach instead that man has descended
from a lower order of animals.” 

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) went into action
offering legal support for any teacher who agreed to defy
the Butler Act. According to Larson, teacher John Scopes
was urged by the school’s principal and other officials to
teach evolution in order to put the city of Dayton, Tenn. on
the map. 

Not necessarily an exercise in American academic rights,
but more of a publicity stunt. It worked. The world’s eyes
descended on the small town. Transcripts were run in
major newspapers around the world. Deemed the “Trial of
the Century,” it was the first trial to be broadcast via radio.
Due to the nature of Scopes’ unlikely celebrity, he was not
demonized or alienated by the town and travelled quite a
bit and talking with the media before the trial, according to
Larson. 

“World Views at War” 

The Scopes trial featured master orators and friends
defense attorney Clarence Darrow and prosecuting
attorney William Jennings Bryan. 

One thing they didn’t have in common was religion. Bryan
was a progressive, but a fundamentalist Christian. Darrow
was a vehement agnostic. Darrow and Jenning’s religious
juxaposition was the epitome of evolution in America. 

According to Larson, it was “world views at war” in the
courtroom and outside of the courtroom. Darwin’s works
were very popular when they were published. However,
much of the United States subscribed to a common set of
beliefs, mostly of protestant foundations. 

In the 20th century, the gap widened. Christian
“modernists” began adapting traditional beliefs with current
science. Scopes and Darrow lost the case and the Butler
Act was upheld by the Tennessee Supreme Court. Other
states enacted similar laws and some school districts
passed rules against evolution in the classroom.

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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Conversely, support for the teaching of evolution gained
support, too. 

Larson said one Rhode Island congressman wrote a bill
prohibiting teaching evolution. The bill was placed in the
Committee of Fish and Game, and it promptly died. 

Religion Dressed Up As Science 

In 1948, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that religious
instruction was unconstitutional. Anti-evolution proponents
advocated balanced teaching creationist and evolution in
the classroom. In addition, behind the momentum of the
popular publication of “The Genesis Flood” by Henry Morris
and John Whitcomb, creation science, which combines the
Biblical creation story with modern science. But it, too, was
ruled unconstitutional as “nothing but religion, dressed up
in science.” 

In 2002, stickers were placed on science books in Cobb
County School District in Georgia stating that evolution is a
theory and should be “critically considered.” Furthermore, a
judge found that the inclusion of intelligent design was
unconstitutional in 2005. 

In Kitzmiller vs. Dover Area School District, intelligent
design was ruled as a form of creationism in that it
involved “supernatural” forces. 

Evolution in Today’s Classroom 

Eighty years after the Scopes Monkey Trial, evolution is
still making headlines for its inclusion or exclusion in the
classroom. The city of Dayton, Tenn. hosts reenactments
of the trial every July. Larson attended the 75th
anniversary celebration. He said you can go, attend the
reenactment and buy a little wooden monkey souvenir. 

“Religion continues to matter greatly in America,” Larson
said, citing survey information that shows that three-
fourths of those surveyed believed in miracles and three-
fifths believe religion is important. 

“If history is any guide then dark clouds remain in the
horizon,” he said. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/mod_print_view.cfm?this_id=693684&u=cccc&issue_id=000150648&lid=b11&uid=0&XXDESXXpower=Created%20with%20%3Cb%3E%3Ca%20href%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Ecom%2Fcreate%3EeNewsBuilder%3C%2Fa%3E%3C%2Fb%3E
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Cougar News: Learning Communities, SLA spring up for upcoming semester

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article000693854.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 12:18:39 PM]

HOME

December 2006: 
Number 512

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

Download Credit Class Schedule

Download Continuing Education
Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

Psychology professor given top
award 

Endowed chairs named 

Guest speaker chronicles evolution
in the classroom 

Learning Communities, SLA spring
up for upcoming semester 

Collin tennis players teach Special
Olympians court skills 

Men's, women's basketball seek to
repeat 2005-06 success 

Book-in-Common hosts 'Big Fish,'
author 

Book Reviews -- Klosterman, Best
American Nonrequired Reading 

College News 

Campus Dates 

Top 10 -- Things About Finals 

Recipe of the Month -- New England
Lobster Roll 

Annual craft fair has the goods 

Transfer Tip 

Quick Facts 

The key to success is showing up 

Five worst ways to choose a class 

Banner Update 

December Employee Birthdays 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

Learning Communities, SLA spring up
for upcoming semester 
Learning Communities 

Learning Communities blends two different courses
together into one class. Two professors teach the course,
and students earn six total credit hours. Also, Learning
Communities include more core classes needed for
completion of an associate’s degree and for transfer to a
university. 

The spring 2007 offers are: 

Central Park Campus 
Tycoons and Tree-Huggers: The History and Politics
of the American Environment 
GOVT-2302.C03 and HIST-1302.C06 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 8:30-11:15 a.m. --
McConachie/Adams 

Fighting for Freedom 
ENGL-2302-C03 and HIST-1302.C03 
Monday and Wednesday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
Collins/O’Neal 

Dude, Where’s My Brain? The Influence of TV and
Movies on Communication and, Like, Other Stuff
ENGL-1302.C12 and SPCH-1311.C07 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
Weisel/Tolleson 

It Takes a Village 
TECA-1303.C01 and SOCI-1301.C06 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
Boski/Gaiter 

Preston Ridge Campus 
Family Ties: Voices from Your Past 
ENGL-1302.P19 and HIST-1302.P10 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 8:30-11:15 a.m. --
Beverage/Gunderson 

“Let’s Talk About Sex”: The Politics of Gender and
Sexuality in Society 
GOVT-2302.P04 and SOCI-1301.P04 
Monday and Wednesday -- 9-11:45 a.m. -- St. John/Elliot 

Feminism: The Other “F” Word 
HUMA-1301.P09 and ENGL-1302.P24 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
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Bailey/Andrus 

How Does a Baby Cry in Balinese? 
TECA-1303.P01 and SOCI-1301.P08 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. -- Cott/Glass 

Seeing Photographically, Seeing Antrhopologically and
Living in Collin County 
ANTH-2351.P02 and ARTS-2356.P01 
Monday and Wednesday -- 1-5:30 p.m. -- Sullivan/Williams

Biology and Chemistry: The Bonds of Life 
BIOL-1406.P03 and CHEM-1411.P02 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
Subramanian/Hardesty 
Recitation Thursdays 1-1:50 p.m., Chem Lab Thursdays
2:30-4:20 p.m., Biology Lab- Tuesday 2:30-5:20 p.m. 

Spring Creek Campus 
History and Politics of the U.S. Military Power Since
the Civil War 
GOVT-2302.S21 and HIST-1302.S25 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 1-3:45 p.m. -- Ruppel/Franklin 

Fit Mind, Fit Body 
PSYC-2301.S15 and PHED-1338.S03 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
Lusk/Ramsey 

Arts and Humanities: Those Women! 
ARTS-1301.S05 and HUMA-1301.S18 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. --
Siber/Stevens 

All the World’s a Stage: The Humanities and Theatrical
Performance 
HUMA-1301.S20 and DRAM-1310.S09 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 1-3:45 p.m. -- Perry/Kearns-
Simmons 

Ruins and Writers: Paintings and Poets 
HUMA-1301.S15 and ENGL-1302.S26 
Monday and Wednesday -- 4-6:45 p.m. -- Clark/Leavey 

A Two-Way Mirror: Contrasting Narratives Reflecting
the Human Condition 
SOCI-1301.S11 and ENGL-1302.S35 
Tuesday and Thursday 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. -- Stern/Brown 

Gender in a Global Society: Tradition and Change 
ANTH-2351.S02 and SOCI-1301.S14 
Tuesday and Thursday -- 1-3:45 p.m. -- Duvvury/Fischer 

Critical Court Cases in Modern American History 
CRIJ-1306.S01 and HIST-1302.S10 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday -- 10-11:50 a.m. --
Marble/Coulter 

For more information about Learning Communities, visit
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www.ccccd.edu/learningcomm . Register for Learning
Communities courses this fall by using the e-schedule and
searching LRCM, available for download at
www.ccccd.edu. 

****

Student Leadership Academy

The deadline to enroll in Collin's Student Leadership
Academy II: Advanced Leadership Theory (SLA II) is
Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2007. 

The Student Leadership Academy is a rigorous semester-
long leadership experience unique to Collin. The course is
designed to encourage leadership, integrity, professional
development, scholarship and service. The curriculum
fosters skills through lecture, guest speakers, student
facilitation and team projects. 

SLA II will offer an in-depth study of the Nature, Personal
Side, Power and Influence of Leadership, Contingency
Approaches and Theories, The Mind, Heart, and Morality of
Leadership, Followership, Organizational Design and
Leading Change. The students earn three credit hours
upon completion.

Only 25 students will be accepted into the spring LEAD
2301 course. 

Students interested in the course must have a 2.5
cumulative grade point average and fill out an application
packet available at the Center for Scholarly & Civic
Engagement office located in F105 at the Spring Creek
Campus or via electronically from rhughes@ccccd.edu. 

The application must be completed in its entirety to be
considered for the class. 

There is no prerequisite for LEAD 2301.  LEAD 2301
classes are scheduled every Friday from 9 a.m.-11:45 a.m.
in the spring semester. LEAD 1301 (Introduction to
Leadership Theory) classes are offered at the same time
during the fall semester. Both courses will be at the
Preston Ridge Campus, 9700 Wade Blvd. in
Frisco.              

The Student Leadership Academy is modeled after
Leadership Plano, Leadership Frisco, Leadership Allen and
Citizenship McKinney prototypes.             

As part of the application packet, students participating in
the Student Leadership Academy must submit an
academic transcript, three letters of recommendation and
an essay. Successful graduates of SLA I do not need to
complete the application.           

Applications are available at the Center for Scholarly &
Civic Engagement (CSCE) in Room F105 at the Spring
Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano.
Students may also contact the CSCE director Regina M.
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Hughes for more information at rhughes@ccccd.edu or call
972.881.5900.
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Collin  tennis players worked with members
of the Plano Special Olympics
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Collin tennis players teach Special
Olympians court skills 
Collin tennis players served up a good time for local
Special Olympians. 

For the fourth consecutive
year, the men’s and
women’s teams welcomed
members of the Plano
Special Olympics squad for
a series of sessions
including individual
instruction about the basics
of tennis. 

“(The sessions) are on a personal level -- one on one,”
tennis head coach Marty Berryman said. “It’s a positive
experience, and it’s getting bigger and bigger.” 

Last year, about 18 Special Olympians attended. This year,
they are averaging between 24-28 Special Olympians per
session. 

“It’s a learning experience that benefits both (the tennis
players and Special Olympians) groups, and they enjoy it,”
Berryman said. “In addition, there are young ladies and
gentlemen that are learning how to hit the tennis ball. It’s
great.” 

For more information about the program, contact Berryman
at 972.881.5884. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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2006 Cougar women's basketball  team
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Men's, women's basketball seek to
repeat 2005-06 success 
The Cougar women's
basketball team is
looking to improve on
its best season ever. 

For the first time
ever, the women’s
squad won 20 games
(going 20-11 and 11-
5 in conference) and
played in the Region
V tournament. Their season ended at the hands of South
Plains, but head coach Jeff Allen believes a culture of
success has arisen. 

“We want to build off the tradition and continue to climb up
the ladder,” he said. 

This season will be Allen’s third at Collin and 10th overall
in coaching. 

“You always want to set the bar high, and our first goal is
to win the conference championship. If you do that, you’re
invited to the regional tournament, which is always a goal
every season,” Allen said. 

Unfortunately for Allen, the Highlassies of McLellan
Community College and the Lady Coyotes of Weatherford
Junior College, the conference champ and runner-up from
2005-06, respectively, are still the cream of the Region V
crop. Collin finished third in district and are returning three
starters and five sophomores overall. 

“This year, we have a nucleus, but the key is to stay injury
free, and if you can do that, you can be successful,” Allen
said. “The one thing I try to instill is to let the players know
what I am expecting. Those sophomores take the reins. It’s
their team. They know what I am expecting.” 

The Collin women’s basketball team play all their homes
games at the Spring Creek Campus in Plano. 

****

            
When you’ve
averaged 20 wins a
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season for 19 years
and made the
Region V tournament
nine of the last 12
years, how do you
prepare your men’s
basketball team.

“What matters for our players is the conference games in
January and February. The goal is to get ready for
conference,” head coach Jim Sigona said.

This season, the men’s squad must gel with a number of
new parts. With player turnover rampant at Collin due to
graduation and transfer, Sigona must find out what kind of
team he has early in pre-season, holiday tournaments and
other non-conference play.

“What I have got to do is figure out our strengths and
weaknesses of the team and adjust as soon as possible,”
Sigona said.

Collin kicks off conference play Jan. 10 versus Hill College
in Hillsboro. But this year’s conference title will run through
last year’s top three teams: McClennan Community
College, Temple College and Grayson County College, all
of which are returning at least four players.

“I always think there are four to six teams that could get
the four spots (to play in the Region V tournament),”
Sigona said. “The goal is to get in and once you get in
anything can happen.”

Sigona’s career record is 341-237.

All home games will be played at the Spring Creek
Campus in Plano. 

For more information about the men's and women's
basketball teams like schedules, rosters and much more,
visit the athletics webpage at www.ccccd.edu/athletics/.     
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Book-in-Common hosts 'Big Fish,'
author 
One day in early October a student had his nose in a book
walking down from the Spring Creek Campus atrium. 

An acquaintance approached. 

“Hey man, what’s going on?” the acquaintance asked. 

“Nothing,” the bookworm replied keeping his eyes on the
rolling lines. 

“What are you reading,” the acquaintance said as he
passed. 

“Big Fish.” 

                                                                                   
**** 

That anecdote took place. In fact, at any moment on the
Spring Creek Campus you could throw a rock and
potentially hit someone who was reading the book, "Big
Fish: A Novel of Mythic Proportions" by Daniel Wallace, for
the college’s Book-in-Common program. 

In it’s inaugural year, the Book-
in-Common program is a year-
long series of events that focuses
on one book. The purpose of the
program is to get as many
students as possible in the
college to read the same book.
Then, students could attend the
varying events to discuss the
book -- its themes, characters
and other literary devices. 

According to Betty Bettacchi,
professor of English, at least
2,000 students read Big Fish.
Reading the book was not part of any class’ curriculum.
Bettacchi, and English professors Lauryn Angel-Cann and
Delores Zumwalt, all members of the Book-in-Common
steering committee, said the first year was a success. 

“I am so pleased with the way things went,” Angel-Cann
said. 
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“It was very satisfying,” Zumwalt said. “That was the goal -
- to engage as many people as possible.” 

                                                                               **** 

The Book-in-Common program officially kicked off Oct. 11
at the Angelika Film Center in Plano for a screening of the
book’s film adaptation, "Big Fish," directed by Tim Burton
and starring Ewan McGregor, Billy Crudup, Albert Finney
and Jessica Lange. Individuals had to be turned away to
the screening due to a sell-out. 

“Film being a totally different medium opened up all kinds
of channels to reach our students,” Angel-Cann said. “Film
is, after all, a medium that springs from the written text.” 

Although the aspect of film was an added bonus toward
having Big Fish as the first Book-in-Common selection, it
was not the deciding factor. Big Fish is a contemporary
piece, an accessible opus by a living author, in which
students can identify the themes and characters, Bettacchi
said. 

“It is a great read and it has mythic and psychological
implications,” she said. “You can take this book as deep as
you wish. 

“What we want is to get students involved in college and
use this as a retention tool because if they have something
to be involved in, they will stay. (The program) encouraged
them to read something other than a text book. We’re
hoping to encourage the joy of reading.” 

“A contemporary piece is important,” Zumwalt said about
picking "Big Fish" adding that the book “revealed
something in the students’ own experiences in the context
of a universal theme.” 

                                                                                  ****

Book-in-Common culminated Oct. 17 at the Spring Creek
Campus when Wallace held a lecture and question-and-
answer session. About 450 individuals attended this event
to hear Wallace talk about fiction writing. 

Angel-Cann said Wallace’s appearance made the book
“immediate and personal.” 

“It was useful to hear from him on the struggles and
processes (in fiction writing). He didn’t sit at the computer
and beat it out,” Angel-Cann said. 

Zumwalt said she received very positive feedback from
students regarding the author visit. Wallace himself
seemed to enjoy the interaction and answering questions. 

“While most students
enjoyed reading the
book, many were
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A very approachable Daniel Wallace chats with
students.

very interested in
seeing the author,”
she said. “What
pleased me the most
is that the way
(Wallace) interacted
with the students the
way he did. 

“Students think about
authors as dead people or distant people. They see the
author as someone with different experiences from their
own. They learned that writers have very similar
experiences.” 

                                                                                     
**** 

The Book-in-Common program will continue through the
spring semester. Bettachi said they have a number of
activities in the works, including a re-screening of the film. 

Angel-Cann said she wants to expand the steering
committee for next year’s Book-in-Common. She wants to
incorporate a diverse set of disciplines when choosing the
book and include all the campuses in the program. 

“This year, it was focused in the communications and
humanities division, but I hope the program will grow to
each discipline and to all the campuses to be more of a
common book,” Angel-Cann said. “I think Book-in-
Common will come into its own in the next couple of
years.” 

For more information about the Book-In-Common, contact
Bettacchi at 972.881.5730, Zumwalt at 972.881.5954 or
Angel-Cann at 972.377.1514.
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Book Reviews -- Klosterman, Best
American Nonrequired Reading 
By Mark Robinson 
Cougar News Editor 

Chuck Klosterman critiques pop culture for a living. 

He’s not necessarily a snob because he sees the good in
everyone. But he is quick to call anyone and everyone out
for being completely, for lack of a better word, ridiculous. 

Allegedly, Klosterman has been doing this for 10 years,
unless his newest publication is misleading -- “Chuck
Klosterman IV: A Decade of Curious People and
Dangerous Ideas.” 

Ironically, the gatekeeper of the hip, unhip and everything
in between essentially published a greatest hits
compilation. What has happened -- intentionally or not -- is
that Klosterman has become as much of a celebrity as the
people he writes about. 

He’s really not famous, but he is part of the machine,
infusing himself into it through his profiles and commentary.
However, anyone would be hard-pressed to find a fresher,
more witty and thought-provoking voice. 

Klosterman is one of the best journalists in America. “A
Decade ...” is split in three sections, mostly from his
portfolio from SPIN, Esquire and New York Times
Magazine: the first being a collection of profiles of famous
people; the second being a selection of columns; and the
third being a partially based-on-actual-happenings novella. 

Things That Are True 
Klosterman likes many things. The foremost being
basketball and KISS. 

He’s an eclectic guy with many tastes, and many opinions
about mostly inane junk about how Britney Spear’s physical
appeal affects the social paradigm of the United States or
how cager Steve Nash’s on-court play supports socialism. 

The attractive part is how interesting he makes it all seem.
As mentioned, this section is a collection profiles --
magazine features about individuals or bands. This is the
best part of the book. 

The highlights are his U2 profile, looking at buffalo with
actor Val Kilmer and riding around the Hamptons with Billy
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Joel. Klosterman’s strength is in the profile. These are
some of the most insightful and interesting characters in
the world, but I didn’t know just how weird Kilmer was
before. Klosterman showed me. That being a very
important distinction. Good writers don’t have to literally tell
you anything. They show you. 

Things That Might Be True 
Part of Klosterman’s appeal is his insight. Nothing is really
off limits to the guy as long as it can be reasoned. He’s
very good at breaking complex issues down and coming to
some sort of viable explanation for all the world’s ills. At
least, it looks good on paper. 

The second section is a conglomeration of essays and
columns, mostly from Esquire, where he discusses clothes,
politics, relationships, the importance of a nemesis and the
shear stupidity of “guilty pleasures.” And he surprisingly
concise. 

There are no major tangents because he did have a word
count and he’s very clear even when he tries to evoke the
spirit of Carl Jung when discussing the future war between
robots and humans. 

Something That Isn’t True At All 
This is a novella, Klosterman confesses in a foreword,
written while a staff writer for a newspaper in Ohio. It’s
pretty predictable and ridiculous without a hint of irony. 

Klosterman deals with truth with a rarified adroitness.
Characters like Billy Joel, Radiohead and Robert Plant are
living, breathing animals that Klosterman loves to examine,
manipulate and evoke some emotion from. Fictional
characters, or a least caricatures of real people, do not fall
under Klosterman’s spell of ink to paper. They don’t come
alive. And they aren’t interesting. 

While reading “A Decade ...” I would rest my eyes and
think “Why do I care?” about pop culture and its merry
band of pranksters. The truth is, I really don’t. But I think
Klosterman doesn’t care either and he’s trying to find out
why a majority of people do care about Britney Spears and
reality TV. And he hasn’t found it yet. 

**** 

I began pressing the pages of “The Best American
Nonrequired Reading,” part of The Best American Series,
in 2002. Then and up to this year, it has been a refreshing
glimpse into the best short fiction, journalism and graphic
storytelling of the year. It was the brightest, hippest,
cleverest and coolest collection of young writers. It was a
group of writers who had something to say without really
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saying anything. 

The 2006 edition is trying to say something. 

Specifically, it wants to enlighten some folks about the
realities of our country’s foreign policy. 

Iraq. Terrorism. Abu Gharib. Oil. Money. Katrina. North
Korea. 

All are represented in this year’s collection, the former two
more so than the others. In its most politically-charged
collection, Dave Eggers, the editor and super cool novelist
who may have defined Gen X/Y (or not), wanted to show
his readers where the United States stands in the world.
And it’s not very bright.

Tom Downey’s “The Insurgent’s Tale” chronicles the life
and times of a former jihadist, looking to settle down. 

Michael Lewis’ The New York Times Magazine piece,
“Wading Toward Home,” is a phenomenal telling of Lewis’
venture to his hometown New Orleans after hurricane
Katrina. 

This collection features older writers than in past years
including Naguib Mahfouz, Haruki Murakami, Joe Sacco
and Kurt Vonnegut. “

...Nonrequired Reading” has seen better, and younger,
days. But if you want to read the stories you may have
missed, look into this reasonably priced collection. 
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College News 
Alecia Nicole Jenkins and Alana Britt Lara were named NJCAA
Academic All-Americans. Jenkins, a tennis player, has a 3.66
grade point average, and Lara, basketball, was honored for her
3.60 grade point average. 

Dance students Kali Drake, Meredith Knight, Ashley Franco,
Krisi Monti, Jonee Johnston and Philip Elson were awarded
dance scholarships for the fall 2006 semester. 

                                                                              
****

Jennifer O’Loughlin Brooks, professor of psychology, was
named the associate editor of the Journal of Psychological
Inquiry. 

Collin President Cary Israel was selected as a recipient of the
Collin County League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)
Community Service Award. Israel was saluted for serving as an
inspiration to young adults in our community. 

Photography chair and professor Byrd Williams was featured in
an exhibition titled “Photographic Background” at Texas A&M
University-Commerce from Nov. 6-Dec. 6. Williams also presented
the lecture “Four Generations of Texas Photographers.” 

Applied Graphic Design Technology professor Mark Kaufmann
garnered eight awards from the Texas Association of
Telecommunication Officers and Advisors Government
Programming Awards for his work on Allen City Television. 

Art professor Rebecca Boatman was one of 44 artists featured at
four art centers through the White Rock Lake 2006 Artist’s Studio
Tour. 

The Collin Public Relations Department was awarded five
District 4 Medallion awards from the National Council on
Marketing and Public Relations at the District 4 Conference in
Albuquerque, Oct. 9. The gold Medallion winners were: Plain and
Fancy Ball 2006 Media Campaign, Media Success Story; Dance
Fusion Program, Brochure/Flyer 2; “Speaker Recounts
Experiences with KKK” by Mark Robinson, Feature Article/General
News Story. Silver Medallion: Plant Research Photo by Nick
Young, Color Photography. Bronze Medallion: President’s Circle
Dinner Program, Nifty and Thrifty. 

Theatre Professor Gail Cronauer was featured in the Oct. 11
edition of The Dallas Morning News in an article in the New
Directions, Theatre section, titled "Gail Cronauer's on board for
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‘Orpheus Descending,' and that's not all." The article does an
excellent job of presenting Gail's experiences and in relating her
enthusiasm and love of acting and teaching. 

Director of Nursing Dr. Nell Ard presented "Providing Optimal
Clinical Experiences for Student Nurses by Improving Staff-
Student Relationships: A Dialog" at the National League for
Nursing (NLN) Summit in New York City as part of the National
Task Force on Clinical Nursing Education that she chairs. 

Rosemary Karr, professor of developmental math, is a member
of The AMATYC Review Editorial Panel. The piece is published
by the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges.
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Campus Dates 
Quad C Theatre will continue their 2006-2007 season with
Light Up the Sky, a delightful comedic classic of the
Broadway theatre by Moss Hart. Light Up the Sky revolves
around a group of New York theatre-folk who attend the
opening of their new play in Boston. The lead actress, the
backer, and several others, are in seventh heaven at the
prospect of a tremendous success which they hope for in
the work of a young unknown writer. Gathered in a hotel
room, these people go through their paces with
tremendous gusto and many exhibitions of temperament.
The opening of the play, which is a very earnest and
experimental work, is such as to lead the cast, director and
backer to believe it a flop. Instantly they turn against
themselves, the production and the author, and savagely
proceed to destroy themselves. Light Up the Sky will be
presented by Quad C Theatre at Collin, in the Black Box
Theatre. Performances are Nov. 30-Dec. 2 and 6-9 at 8
p.m., with matinees Dec. 3, 9 and 10 at 2:15 p.m. Tickets
are $8 for general admission, $6 for students and senior
citizens (55+). Group rates are available. For tickets,
season subscriptions and other information call the Quad C
Theatre Hotline at 972.881.5100 or visit us on the web at
www.quadctheatre.org. A TDD information line for deaf
patrons is available at 972.881.5950. Performances on
Sunday, Dec.3 at 2:15 p.m. and Friday, Dec. 8 at 8 p.m.
will be sign-interpreted for patrons who are Deaf or Hard-
of-Hearing. 

The Collin County Community College District 6th annual
Talent Show is scheduled for 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 2, in
the John Anthony Theatre. For more information, contact
Kathy Morgan at kmorgan@ccccd.edu. 

The Auteur Film Series, "Fools, Cons and Liars: Trickster
Characters in Film," will present "Smoke Signals" at 7
p.m., Monday, Dec. 4, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center in Plano. Seating starts at 6:30 p.m.
The movie is rated PG-13. This movie tells the tale of
misfit Thomas and Victor, who venture to retrieve Victor's
father's remains. For more information, contact Humanities
Chair Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu. 

The 15th annual Holiday Gift and Craft Fair is scheduled
from 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the Spring
Creek Campus Atrium. It is free and open to the public.
Items for sale include pottery, toys, hand-painted T-shirts,
wreaths, ornaments, jewelry, baked goods, books, purses
and much more. For more information, contact Karen
Knapp at 972.881.5606 or Sandra Claborn at
972.548.5536. 

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000150648.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C116892%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C116894%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C411232%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C150648%2C0%2C483843%2Cb11
mailto:kmorgan@ccccd.edu
mailto:cperry@ccccd.edu


Cougar News: Campus Dates

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article000693868.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 12:19:04 PM]

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin County Community
College District. Published monthly. For
information or submissions, call
972.599.3142. Cougar News welcomes
student and faculty submissions. Next
deadline: Dec. 7 All submissions are due
by 5 p.m. on the due date. Photos
cannot be returned. Text should be
emailed to mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent
on disk. Please submit copy that is
proofed, edited and saved in Word
format. Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, student correspondent;
Stephanie Hall, student correspondent;
Teresa Danner, special contributor; Nick
Young, photograpy and layout. 

The college’s Chamber Singers, Chorale and
Expressions vocal groups will be featured in the “Choral
Concert of Great Works" Thursday, Dec. 7 and Friday,
Dec. 8. Both performances will be at 8 p.m. in the John
Anthony Theatre, Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway in Plano. General admission is $5 and is
free to students with a school ID and children under 6. For
more informaiton, contact Kathy Morgan for additional
information at kmorgan@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5653. 

The 5th annual Gingerbread House Competition will take
place Friday, Dec. 8, at the Spring Creek Campus in
Plano. The event is sponsored by the Hospitality and Food
Service Management Program. Entries will be in the
classic cottage design much like the Hansel and Gretel
witch’s house. For more information, e-mail
skao@ccccd.edu. 

Collin Humanities students will host their departmental art
exhibit in the Spring Creek Campus atrium from 9 a.m.-4
p.m., Friday, Dec. 8. The exhibit will feature the creative
projects of fall 2006 Humanities 1301 students - and will
include music, photography, poetry and various forms of
visual art. Humanities 1301 students explore what it means
to be human by examining humankind's creativity
throughout the ages. In addition to studying these facets of
the human experience, students are asked to express their
own creative voice through class projects, some of which
will be in this exhibit. Projects on display were selected by
professors for their exceptional creativity and/or unique
characteristics. The exhibition is free and open to the
public. Refreshments will be served. 

The Auteur Film Series, "Fools, Cons and Liars: Trickster
Characters in Film," will present "Bamboozled" at 7 p.m.,
Monday, Feb. 19, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center in Plano. Seating starts at 6:30 p.m. The movie is
rated R. This Spike Lee joint revolves around an Ivy
League-educated African American man whose TV show
idea is rejected by the network. Frustrated, he revives the
minstrel shows with African American actors in black face.
For more information, contact Humanities Chair Carolyn
Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu. 
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Top 10 -- Things About Finals 
Top 10 Things about Finals 

10. Means to an End 
The semester has to end somehow. So it might as well end
with 20 percent of your final grade in the balance. 

9. Join the Pride 
If a long, grueling semester ended with, say, a one page
essay about your plans to for the holiday break, it would
be pretty anticlimatic. Once the final exam is complete, a
student emits a little glow of pride. 

8. Scantrons and No. 2 Pencils 
Somewhere in Kansas or Ohio or wherever, there are
employees of a No. 2 pencil and Scantron company that
appreciate your academic participation. 

7. The Waiting is the Hardest Part 
Leave it to Tom Petty to correctly express the week or so
between the end of finals and when grades posted. It’s
excruciating no matter your grade point average. 

6. Note Takers, Heartbreakers 
The best release during finals week is marching to book
store to sell your books back, and then going home and
trashing the notes. Both had burdened your backpack and
notebook for four months. It was time to let go. 

5. Unity Through Study 
The air of academic pursuit is ripe during finals. The
libraries are filled with busy little bees -- who are all in the
same hive and must toil before tasting the sweet reward of
the holiday. 

4. Look on the Bright Side of Life 
A lot of students freak out about finals. But hardly
ever does it end as bad as they imagine. 

3. Mr. Coffee 
Ginseng. Fish. Coffee. Red Bull. All potential anecdotes for
the student seeking an edge during those cram sessions
that even the most-prepared students tend to participate
in. 

2. Can Not Get Any More Stressful 
Maybe not. 

1. Nothing 
Finals week is when many students run the gamut of
emotions -- anxiety, fear, excitement, relief, etc. -- and on
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top of that many are balancing family, friends, jobs and a
host of other responsibilities. So how could there be any
good thing to come from this week that can potentially
define an entire semester of work? Finals week is partly
about the questions and answers, but part of it is about the
preparation, time management and the extraordinary way
students handle it all. It’s a timeless rite of passage. 
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Recipe of the Month -- New England
Lobster Roll 
By Jeff Robinson 
Special Contributor

Ingredients
1 pound lobster meat, claws, knuckles and tail completely
cleaned and drained. These canned pieces are available at
your local fish monger market. If you are somewhat spirited
rather than squeamish I would suggest buying two l-1/4
pound live lobsters and boil them at home until
done. About 10-12 minutes.

Cool and shell the lobsters and add the following
ingredients: 
3/4 cup mayonnaise 
1/2 teaspoon white pepper 
2 beefsteak tomatoes 
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard 
1/3 teaspoon dill weed 
1/2 teaspoon kosher or sea salt 
4 hot dog buns, toasted and buttered lightly with clarified
butter 

Toss all ingredients, except buns, lightly until mixed. Divide
into 4-6 ounce portions. Place 1/4 mixture into each hot
dog bun add fresh tomato, season with salt, black pepper
and ¼ ounce lemon juice. 

Serve with fresh potato chips. 
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Annual craft fair has the goods 
The 15th annual Holiday Gift and Craft Fair is scheduled
from 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the Spring
Creek Campus Atrium. 

It is free and open to the public. 

Items for sale include pottery, toys, hand-painted T-shirts,
wreaths, ornaments, jewelry, baked goods, books, purses
and much more. 

For more information, contact Karen Knapp at
972.881.5606 or Sandra Claborn at 972.548.5536. 
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Transfer Tip 
As a community college student, it is important to
understand that there are various types of college credit.
Academic transfer courses are the common courses which
transfer to most public universities. 

Workforce education courses, on the other hand, are
designed to give you skills for immediate employment;
most of these courses may not transfer to universities. 

Workforce continuing education courses are also technical
in nature, but they do not result in college credit. 

If you are a degree-seeking student, the Associate of Arts,
Associate of Arts in Teaching, and Associate of Science
(AA, AAT, and AS) degrees are designed to transfer. The
Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree programs
contain some academic transfer courses in additional to
technical courses which may transfer to certain kinds of
applied bachelor’s degrees (BAAS or BAT), and in some
cases transfer into certain academic bachelor’s degrees. 

An academic advisor can help you identify courses and
programs which will work best to meet your transfer goals. 

For more information, call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu. 
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Quick Facts 
The following table condenses ten years of data from IRO’s Headcount
Statistics to summarize demographic trends among Collin’s credit student
population. The student body at Collin has grown from 11,254 in 1997 to
19,332 in 2006, an increase of 72 percent in 10 years. Overall, there has
been an increase in the number of minorities, distance learning students,
transfer majors, returning students, and out-of-district students. The average
age of Collin students has trended steadily younger. 

 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2007

Total Collin
Enrollment 11,254 11,572 12,075 12,996 14,497 15,970 16,574 17,702 18,947 19,332

Numerical
Change (fall
to fall)

-- 318 503 921 1,501 1,473 604 1,128 755 875

% Change
(fall  to fall) -- 2.8 4.3 7.6 11.5 10.2 3.8 6.8 4.3 4.7

Gender Distribution

% Female 56.7 55.8 56.1 55.3 56.2 56 57 56.9 56.5 56.3

% Male 43.3 44.2 43.9 44.7 43.8 44 43 43.1 43.5 43.7

Ethnic Distrubition

% American
Indian .8 .7 1 .7 .5 .7 .6 .6 .6 .7

%
Asian/Pacific
Islands

7.0 58.5 8.4 8.9 9.7 10 9.8 9.8 9.9 9.8

% Black 4.7 5.1 5.9 5.9 6.8 7.7 7.9 8.5 8.9 9.2

% Hispanic 6.3 6.6 6.9 7.5 8.2 8.7 9.1 10 10.9 11.5

% White 81.2 79 77.8 76.9 74.8 72.9 72.6 71.1 69.6 68.4

% Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

% Minorities 18.8 21 22.2 23.1 25.2 27.1 27.4 28.9 30.3 31.2

Age Distribution

% 13-17
Years 1.7 2.1 2.3 3.5 4.1 5.3 5.4 5.2 6.0 7.2

% 18-22
Years 43.2 44 46.5 48 49 48.8 48.7 50.2 50.8 50.9

% 23-29
Years 21.2 21.6 20.5 18.9 19.7 19.9 19.9 20.2 19.5 19.3

% 30-35
Years 12 10.7 10.4 10.2 9.4 9.4 9.8 9.3 9.0 8.7

% 36-40
Years 8.2 8 7.5 7.1 6.8 6.2 5.7 5.3 5.2 5.1

% 41-54
Years 11.7 11.3 10.8 10.3 9.2 8.7 8.8 8.2 7.8 7.4

% 55 and
Over 1.9 2.3 2.1 2 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.5 1.6 1.4

Average
Age 28 28 27.2 27 26.7 26.5 26.4 26 25.9 24.2

Distribution by Time of Classes

% Day
Students* 56.2 59.5 55.3 55 53.1 55.4 56.1 57.6 56.2 42.9
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% Evening
Students* 43.8 40.5 38.9 37.7 39.3 35.9 34.3 31.9 30.8 30.8

% Distance
Learning
Students*

0 0 5.8 7.3 7.7 8.7 9.6 10.4 13.0 16.3

Distribution by Residency Status

In-District 73.9 72 72.7 71.1 70.9 72.4 71.6 69.7 69.1 67.6

Out-of-
District 19.2 19.8 19.2 19.9 20.9 19.4 21.2 23.5 24.0 24.2

Out-of-State 3.4 3.6 2.9 4 3.7 3.5 2.9 3.0 3.3 4.7

Out-of-
Country 3.5 4.6 5.2 5.1 4.5 4.8 4.3 3.9 3.5 3.6

Distribution by Type of Major (Percentage)

Work Force
Education
Majors

26.3 16.2 15.4 17.2 17.3 15.7 16.8 13.6 12.3 15.0

Transfer
Majors 41.5 66 56 68.1 75.7 79.8 79.7 83.4 85.4 82.9

Non-Degree
Seeking 15 15.2 26.1 14.8 7 4.5 3.6 3.1 2.3 2.1

Undecided** 17.2 2.6 2.5 0 0 0 0 NA NA NA

Distribution by Type of Student (Percentage)

First Time in
College 18.8 15 16.7 17.8 17.7 17.8 18 17.5 18.1 17.6

First Time
Transfer 16.6 14.4 14.2 16.4 14.4 13.5 11.8 11.2 11.4 10.6

Collin
Returning
Students

64.6 70.6 69.1 65.8 67.9 68.7 70.2 71.2 70.5 71.8

*The numbers sum to more than 100 percent because some students are enrolled in more
than one category.
** Following 2003, the undecided are included in Non-Degree Seeking.

[Source: Headcount Statistics, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006].
                                                                                
For questions or comments, contact Nasreen Ahmad at 972.377.1610.          
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The key to success is showing up 
By Teresa Danner
Special Contributor

We talked about workplace challenges in a previous
article. One challenge we face before we even get to the
workplace is getting hired and in most cases, getting hired
means having a successful interview. 

And in order to have a successful interview, you must
show up for the interview. 

We have all experienced that unfortunate occurrence of
making arrangements with other friends, relatives, co-
workers and professionals and being stood up. Friends and
relatives can be somewhat forgiving; with employment
situations, you may only get one chance to impress.
Especially with prospective employers, we want to be
perceived as mature, professional and responsible. 

In order to be perceived in this way, we must make every
effort to attend scheduled appointments and not be a “no
show.” When you schedule an interview, remember that an
employer has marked off time to meet with you. Appearing
for this appointment shows courtesy, responsibility and
professionalism; not appearing tells the employer a
different story about you. 

Your behavior also influences the employer’s opinion of
anyone who has assisted you in obtaining this
appointment, such as a recruiter or career planning center
representative. Show your appreciation toward his/her time,
effort, and perhaps monetary expenditure by making this
appointment a priority. 

Of course, sometimes unforeseeable events force you to
cancel an interview you have scheduled. Here are some
steps to take to make sure you give a favorable impression
and pave the way for the employer to be agreeable to
reschedule: 

1. Cancel/reschedule only for a legitimate reason. 

2. Give at least 24 hours notice. 

3. In a case of emergency, give notice as soon as you are
able to do so. 

4. Notify the proper parties and apologize to the employer
and recruiter. Remember: show your pride in yourself,
respect to your recruiter and professionalism to your
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prospective employer – don’t be a no-show! 

-- Excerpt by Penny Farmery, assistant director of Career
Services at Clarion University of Pennsylvania 

Career Bytes
In addition to resume writing and interview coaching,
Career Services & Co-op (CSCWE) provided job search
assistance to students through on and off-campus job
postings: 

• 1667 new jobs posted in the e-Experience web-based
job bank 
• 1133 jobs posted on bulletin boards
• 229 recruiters visiting on campuses. 

Job search services are available at Collin’s Career
Centers at SCC (972.881.5781), CPC (972.548.6467) and
PRC (972.377.1781). 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Five worst ways to choose a class 
By Lisa Vasquez 
Special Contributor 

I have a history minor. 

I don’t have one because I sought higher education to
become a scholar of history. No, I accumulated enough
hours for a minor because there always were a lot of
sections of history open at 10:30 a.m. on MWF. 

That is why I took Southeast Asian History…and Eastern
European History…and Korean History…and Native
American History. 

In retrospect, I see that this was not my brightest collegiate
moment. However, with the rush to register each semester,
many underclassmen probably commit the same act of
desperation. So as a service, I am sharing the Top 5 Worst
Ways to Choose a Class. With each boo-boo, I will offer a
lesson learned…the hard way. 

5. One mistake is picking solely on what is open after 10
a.m. The lesson learned is that one should always register
as early as possible to get the classes you need at the
times and locations you want. Did you know that more than
3,100 students register for classes during the first week of
registration at Collin? It is no wonder a certain member of
my family (who will remain nameless) ended up taking
Humanities bright-and-early Saturday morning because he
waited to register until the week before classes started. 

4. My friend offered to loan me her book if I took the class
she had just finished. Then she would sell it back at the
end of my semester. Books are expensive. This sounded
like good financial planning (and I could blow the money
my parents gave me for the book on clothes instead). So I
took the class. But just my luck, the professor picked a
new book. Not only did I still have to buy the book (and
endure a class I hated), but my friend was hacked
because she said I blew her chance to sell. Lesson
learned: Never mix friendship and college business. There
are better ways to save money in college. 

3. Speaking of books, another erroneous piece of advice
handed down by upperclassmen was “Never take a class
from someone who wrote the book.” That one earns the
number three slot on our countdown. Logic told me that a
professor who wrote the book would be tough. Of course,
that did not mean that the non-author would be easy, nor
did it mean that non-author would be better. In fact, a
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professor who has written his or her own textbook is an
expert. It is quite possible that the prof/author will be a
fantastic instructor from whom you learn a great deal.
Lesson learned: The fact that he published does not mean
you will perish. 

2. Because a hot guy (or girl) just signed up for it… Yes,
this short-term decision puts you closer to a date, but what
if he (or she) drops?! What’s more, you may not be
prepared for Organic Chemistry. Lesson learned: Never
ever choose a class (or a job or an apartment or anything
else) because an attractive member of the opposite sex is
there…no matter how hot he (or she) is. 

1. In search of the blow-off class...“Western Novel and
Film” sounded like an easy English credit. How hard could
it be to watch Blazing Saddles? Wrong. It was one of the
most difficult classes I ever took. There was a lot more
reading than the usual literature class, and I had to buy a
ton of books. So again, perhaps the real lesson learned is
that no matter how badly you want to pad you GPA, you
shouldn’t pick classes because you think will be easy. In
college, there is no easy class. Lesson learned: Pick
something you want to learn and be prepared to do what it
takes. 

Although I declared my minor the week before graduation,
taking so much history was not a bad thing. In fact, I really
loved Historical Geography and a few others. The biggest
lesson learned is that it is important to set yourself up to
succeed in college as well as after graduation. That may
not mean choosing the easy class or whatever is open
when you are most awake. If I was 18 and had it all to do
again, would I still take the history classes? Probably.
Definitely, if there was a hot guy next to me.  For true
wisdom on setting yourself up to succeed in college, visit
the advising office at the campus of your choice. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Register for Wintermester and spring 2007 classes on the
following dates: 
• 50 hours or more -- Tuesday, Nov. 28 
• 30 hours or more -- Wednesday, Nov. 29 
• 10 hours or more -- Thursday, Nov. 30 
• 1 hour or more -- Friday, Dec. 1 
• Open to all students -- Saturday Dec. 2. 

Early registration is available online or by phone from 8
a.m.-11 p.m. daily. For online registration, visit the college
website at www.ccccd.edu. Also, the e-schedule, which is
a downloadable list of class times, days, professors and
important course notes, is available at the college website.
Collin and Dallas county residents should call
469.452.2222 and Rockwall County residents should call
469.757.2222. All other students can call toll free at
1.877.COLLIN1. Spring classes start Tuesday, Jan. 17,
2006. 

The college accepts VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit
cards over the phone or online. Personal checks are

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu


Cougar News: Five worst ways to choose a class

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article000693675.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 12:19:30 PM]

accepted in person or over the web using the college’s
secure Webcheck program. For more information, visit the
college website at www.ccccd.edu or call 1.877.COLLIN1. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/mod_print_view.cfm?this_id=693675&u=cccc&issue_id=000150648&lid=b11&uid=0&XXDESXXpower=Created%20with%20%3Cb%3E%3Ca%20href%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Ecom%2Fcreate%3EeNewsBuilder%3C%2Fa%3E%3C%2Fb%3E
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Cougar News: Banner Update

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article000693662.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 12:19:33 PM]

HOME

December 2006: 
Number 512

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

Download Credit Class Schedule

Download Continuing Education
Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

Psychology professor given top
award 

Endowed chairs named 

Guest speaker chronicles evolution
in the classroom 

Learning Communities, SLA spring
up for upcoming semester 

Collin tennis players teach Special
Olympians court skills 

Men's, women's basketball seek to
repeat 2005-06 success 

Book-in-Common hosts 'Big Fish,'
author 

Book Reviews -- Klosterman, Best
American Nonrequired Reading 

College News 

Campus Dates 

Top 10 -- Things About Finals 

Recipe of the Month -- New England
Lobster Roll 

Annual craft fair has the goods 

Transfer Tip 

Quick Facts 

The key to success is showing up 

Five worst ways to choose a class 

Banner Update 

December Employee Birthdays 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

Banner Update 
In February, the college began implementing a new
software system called Banner. Banner is an integrated
student, financial aid, finance and human resources system
that also includes a web portal system called Luminis. 

Here are a few highlights of the Banner software
implementation so far: 

• Student Services is learning ways to communicate with
groups of students by selecting the population and
generating letters or e-mail correspondence. 

• Finance continues its work with Fixed Assets. 

• Human Resources continues work on employee
biographic, demographic and classification, position
management, compensation and job management The
massive system will take three years to fully implement,
but project leaders are already seeing “Banner Days” as
the team clears early milestones. 

For more information about Banner, contact David Hoyt at
dhoyt@ccccd.edu or visit the intranet site,
http://intranet.ccccd.edu/banner/index.html . 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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December Employee Birthdays 
Michael Embry 1
Ellen Thaxton 1
Thomas Moses 1
Mark Kelly 2
Diana Orr 2
Douglas Dunlap 2
Lesley Snelson 2
Leonila Mendoza 2
Liette Walsh 2
William Eldridge 3
Pamela Leobrera 3
Brian Maxwell 3
Audra Heaslip 3
Carolyn Strother 3
Stacey Nearhood 4
Diana Hickman-Platt 4
Janet Galantay 4
Kirby Rideout 4
Heather Darrow 4
Stephanie Wilson 4
Jeffrey Flournoy 4
Joan Reese 4
Trina Utt 4
William Grimes 5
Linda Qualia 5
Gwendolyn James 5
Cynthia Duffer 5
Donald Gentz 5
Thomas Hudgins 5
Dan Lipscomb 5
Stephen Harris 6
Theresa Watkins-Monteleone 6
Jody Tamplen 6
Norr Abushaaban 6
Sherry Schumann 7
Lisa Gibbs 7
Cassie Rotramel 7
Abaka Aboa 7
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Marisela Cadena-Smith 10
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Kim Corbet 11
Haman Parvis Khyavi 11
Holly McCauley 11
Deanna Brown 11
Cynthia Johnston 11
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Beverley Rogers 12
Diane Schattel 12
Stephanie Pointer 12
Sydney Portilla-Diggs 13
Rebecca Crowell 13
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Abdulaziz Bahha 14
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Garrison Reid 15
Andrew Thomas 15
Mary Hicks 15
Bernard Echiverri 15
Teresa Danner 16
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Chang Jang 19
Terri Barnes 19
Louise Moyer 19
John Schuh 19
Elaine Hanford 19
Nicholas Geller 19
Eva Jones 19
Mark Mars 20
Daniella Howell 20
Kathleen Mixson 20
Jeyashree Venkatesan 20
Samuel Tullock 20
Courtenay Jauregui 20
Darrell Fisher 20
Jerry Varner 20
Shirley Harmon 21
Hieu Vu 21
Larry Maughan 21
Mercedes Pina 21
Warner Richeson 22
Emily Johnson-Boyd 22
Constance Walls 22
Toni Jenkins 22
Candice Dingman 23
Joey Reynolds 23
Dustin Tahmahkera 23
Tri Nguyen 23
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Gail Cornauer 23
Elizabeth Basden 23
Heather Appleby 24
Dana Leija 24
Horace Carpenter 24
Terry Blevins 24
Candace Denton 24
Sherry Jeffrey 24
Holly Hileman 24
Mandi Brown 26
Kyleen Stennett 26
Julie Culbertson 26
Ana Zurbuch 26
Shivangi Amodwala 26
Ashley Franco 26
Jason Lorance 26
Crystall Johnson 26
Rosezenyflor Dalipe 26
Scott Hilton 27
Beth McKinney 27
Debra Wilkison 27
Alain Pentony 27
Brian Reid 27
Vickie Dobbs 27
Lawrence Miller 27
Dulce De Castro 28
Catherine Ryan 28
Curtis Martin 28
Bethany Heidenreich 28
Rosalinda Guerra 28
Barbara Wilson 28
Sean Mullins 28
Cathryn Schmidt 29
Jacob Denison 29
Rachel Schulze 29
Martha Pursley 29
Amy Minner 29
Janet Stice 29
Fu-Sen Wang 29
Patricia Madigan 29
Aliasger Esmailjee 29
Elliott Huff 30
Robert Merritt 30
Nick Young 30
Donna Kirkwood 30
Tammy Brown 30
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Kenyetta Spence 30
Sharon Blum 30
Victoria Clary 30
Steve Whitten 31
Russell Bishop 31
Richard Fender 31
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