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 Mettle of honor: Collin College couple take a
lot from life's experiences 

This is a story about two extraordinary
lives. Two paths that skewed from the
typical route after high school and then
careened back into each other, winding
up at Collin College.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Future educator streamlines her avenue to
the classroom with University Partnerships 
Tara Faustmann plans to spend a lifetime
showing kids that two plus two equals four;
she wants to be a teacher. But this future
teacher is applying that simple math lesson to
her college education. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 LULAC takes two at nationals 
Collin College’s Young Adult Council of
the League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC) is at it again. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 The name game: Theatre department makes
a change 
Collin College is preparing to open the
curtain on its 20th season of theatre,
and to celebrate the college has
announced a few changes to
accompany the next era of theatre at the
college.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Auteur Series locks in for another year of
films, scholarly discourse 
The 2007-08 Auteur Film Series is having an epiphany. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 InterLink finds jobs for students 
Are you considering your career path as you attend
summer school and plan for fall semester? Have you done
your homework related to where jobs are and how many
there will be when you finish your present educational
plan? 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
monthly. For information or submissions,
call 972.599.3142. Cougar News
welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: August 10.
All submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Please submit copy that is proofed,
edited and saved in Word format.
Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Dana
Schmitz, special contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, student correspondent;
Stephanie Hall, student correspondent;
Elaine Stewart, special contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Top 10 majors and salaries 

Money, for some reason, is a pretty important component
when college students choose their major of study. Oh
yeah, it’s how people pay bills, buy gasoline and go to
movies. The day of the wampum is no more.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts 
Students who enroll at Collin College in
the fall of a particular year as full-time,
first-time, degree- or certificate-seeking
students (called a “cohort” for the given
year) are tracked over a period of years to determine how
many of them complete programs and how many transfer
out.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 5 Tips For Choosing a Major 
College can be very enlightening and engaging. It also can
be frightening. It is your future you’re working towards. So
here are five tips toward choosing a college major. See if
they work for you.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Faculty and Staff News 
One "Mover and Shaker" and a
handful of ACEs highlight this
month's list. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Alcohol, violence against women coming to
a theatre near you 
Whether in TV, film or real life, alcohol consumption
can end in poor circumstances. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
A theatre alum gets some pub
locally. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Transfer Tip -- Know how your credits
transfer 
Do not be blind to the transfer process -- know how the
machine works and make sure your hard-earned classes
count. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Recipe of the Month -- White Chocolate
Cherry Chunkies 
Get sweet on this month's recipe from a
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Collin College student. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
August is here and things are
starting to really heat up on
campus, both literally and
figuratively. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 August Employee Birthdays 
Looks like somebody's having a birthday.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Stephanie and Joel Hall.
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Mettle of honor: Collin College couple
take a lot from life's experiences 
By Mark Robinson
Cougar News Editor

This is a story about
two extraordinary
lives. Two paths that
skewed from the
typical route after
high school and then
careened back into
each other, winding
up at Collin College. 

It is a story about
living life “above and
beyond” what is comfortable or even safe. It is a story
about Collin College students Joel and Stephanie Hall. 

Now, Stephanie is no stranger to this publication. For the
last two years or so, she’s been the Cougar News’ student
correspondent whilst investing herself in a number of
campus groups and fully injecting herself in the grand
tapestry of higher education of Collin College. 

After she graduated with an associate of arts degree this
May, it was time to turn the spotlight onto her and her
husband. In the spring, the couple celebrated their fifth
wedding anniversary. Of course, between then and now,
they’ve done a lot of living. 

Both enlisted into the U.S. Army, where they met while
undergoing Advanced Individual Training, a sort of
technical school to learn one’s job skill once you finish
basic training. Joel studied broadcast engineering and
Stephanie studied to be a public affairs
officer/photojournalist. 

This is where their living began. 

Stephanie was shipped to Afghanistan for 10 months and
Joel to Iraq for a year in 2003. Stephanie had stories and
photographs published in U.S. Army publications during
her stint overseas. 

Joel earned the Bronze Star as a troop during the initial
surge into Iraq when the war started. He worked as a
video teleconferencing specialist and broadcast engineer.
When the invasion took place, U.S. troops destroyed all

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000197691.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116892%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116894%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C411232%2Cb11


Hospitality June/July 2007 Newsletter: Mettle of honor: Collin College couple take a lot from life's experiences

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article000862654.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 12:35:38 PM]

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
monthly. For information or submissions,
call 972.599.3142. Cougar News
welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: August 10.
All submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Please submit copy that is proofed,
edited and saved in Word format.
Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Dana
Schmitz, special contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, student correspondent;
Stephanie Hall, student correspondent;
Elaine Stewart, special contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout

existing communications. So it was up to Joel and his
cohorts to basically rebuild them ... from scratch. 

Using spare parts and found items, they built a radio
station. 

Both returned to the United States in 2004 and after
serving out the rest of their commitment to the army, they
moved to Plano and began looking for a destination to
start their lives as civilians. 

“I’ve had several jobs since the Army, really good jobs, and
the problem is you get stuck,” Joel, 25, said, referring to
the ceiling that exists despite his extensive training in the
army. “I could work there another five years and at the age
of 30 not be able to go any further. I was looking at the
long term future and not immediate future.” 

After making the rounds of area colleges and universities,
the couple decided upon Collin College. 

“We came up to Collin College and fell in love with the
campus. It had a university feel,” Stephanie, 26, said. 

“It was more than just a building like other community
colleges we’d visited. They all felt like somebody built a
building and decided to have classes in it,” Joel said. 

And both have taken full advantage of their time at Collin
College. Although he has worked full time, Joel is a
member of the honor society Phi Theta Kappa, and
Stephanie served as an officer for that group in addition to
the English honor society, Sigma Kappa Delta. Although
those experiences were very rewarding, for the Halls, it
was all about the education. Both took Honors classes and
treasured the opportunities afforded to them by the
professors at the college. 

“I’ve met professors that really have inspired me to go way
above and beyond what was required from the class,” Joel
said. “They’ve made me sit at home and think about what
they’re teaching.” 

While Joel plans to transfer to a university next year,
Stephanie has a pretty hefty decision to make: Columbia
University or Southern Methodist University. No matter
where she winds up, she plans to study cultural
anthropology and write books. Her plan is simple: interview
as many people as possible from a certain culture and
write about it. Right now she’s interviewing members of a
Navajo reservation in an attempt to find the essence of
their culture and way of life. 

Joel, on the other hand, has several majors on his mind --
electrical or mechanical engineering, physics, culinary arts
... well, actually, the latter has been nixed despite the fact
that he does love to cook. Joel noted that it’s not really the
career that matters for the potential for lifelong discovery. 

“It’s less about the field and more about the opportunities

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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I’m going to have,” he said. 

It is really difficult to fit all the experiences, medals,
accomplishments, lofty grade point averages and all the
other bullet points that highlight Joel and Stephanie as not
only honorable defenders of this country, but also top-
notch students and wonderful human beings into a feature
story. But all of it makes up who they really are and it
would be difficult to compartmentalize all these aspects. 

For example, the military training, for sure, would bleed into
their civilian education, and all those experiences accrued
by the time they were 26 would shape their successes
throughout their lives. 

“What I gained most in the military that gives me an
advantage is the extra discipline. When I go to class and I
need to do something, I just do it. In military you’re always
taught to go above and beyond, above and beyond,”
Stephanie said. 

Of course, when you’re facing hostile environments in
places like Iraq and Afghanistan, facing down a tight
deadline in your chemistry or English class might seem a
little easier. 

“For me, it’s being able to look at obstacles differently than
others,” Joel said. “Looking at something that seems
undoable and being in the military and now looking at a
project and thinking it’ll never be accomplished and
working at it until the goal comes to fruition. 

“(The Army) forces you to grow a lot more. I felt that at 19
I had so much responsibility on my shoulders.” 

There is also the leadership factor. When they finished out
their enlistment in the Army, Stephanie was a sergeant
and Joel was a corporal. Exercising those leadership skills
in their early 20s translated over to their higher education
at Collin College. 

“I’m always taking on a leadership role because the Army
gave me that training,” Stephanie said. 

Like the U.S. Army, Collin College has given the Halls
different perspectives on life. No matter how extraordinary
their lives have been, there are billions of others stories
and experiences that can be learned from. Joel said he has
had the opportunity to talk with students from other
cultures or countries about the war and other current-day
topics. They both admit that their experience at Collin
College has been enlightening. Adding that to their
experience in the Army, they have lived pretty full lives
with many more years to go. 

“I’ve been to a lot of different countries and visited a lot of
different cultures,” Stephanie said. “It allows you see the
world from other people’s perspective other than just your
own. It broadens your mind. It’s cool that there are a lot of
good people in this world and it gives me hope in what
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people can accomplish.” 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Future educator streamlines her avenue
to the classroom with University
Partnerships 
By Dana Schmitz
Special Contributor

Tara Faustmann plans to spend
a lifetime showing kids that two
plus two equals four; she wants
to be a teacher. But this future
teacher is applying that simple
math lesson to her college
education. 

Faustmann is part of the
university pre-admission
program. The program
streamlines the transfer process
for qualified students who plan to
attend certain universities.
Through the program, she will
spend two years at Collin College and two years at a
university. The result is a four-year degree. When she
graduated from Allen High School in December 2005,
Faustmann already knew that she wanted a teaching
degree. 

“I’ve always wanted to teach,” Faustmann said. “I still
remember certain teachers who really made an impact on
my life. I want to make that sort of difference.” 

Faustmann, however, wanted to stay close to home while
pursuing her degree. 

“I wanted a college with a small class size and supportive
atmosphere,” Faustmann said. “Plus, I didn’t like the idea
of parties that some students get into when they go far
away.” 

That is when Faustmann found out about the university
pre-admission programs at Collin College. Through special
partnerships with Texas colleges, students like Faustmann
can start their education locally and ensure that their
credits will transfer seamlessly to a university. 

The college currently has partnerships with Southern
Methodist University, Texas A&M University, Texas A&M
University-Commerce, Texas Tech University, Texas
Woman’s University, The University of Texas at Dallas and
the University of North Texas. This spring, the college
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added an eighth partnership agreement to the list – Baylor
Bound – an opportunity for students planning to attend
Baylor University. Students can readily transfer to non-
partner universities, but pre-admissions programs offer
additional benefits to transfer students. Some programs
include opportunities for scholarships and tickets to cultural
and athletic events. 

Students in the new Baylor Bound program receive
information about scholarships for transfer students, have
access to a Baylor academic advisor prior to transferring
from Collin College and are able to register early for
summer and fall classes. Other perks include the ability to
attend the earliest transfer orientation session, interlibrary
book loans from the Baylor library system and more. 

“Pre-admission is a tremendous opportunity for Collin
College students to streamline the process of earning an
associate and bachelor’s degree,” said Brenda Kihl,
associate vice president of strategic initiatives. “Through
the program, Collin College students have direct access to
university representatives and get an early start on
planning for a successful university transfer.” 

For students like Faustmann, the pre-admission program is
just one more benefit of attending Collin College. 

“I love being here. I love the class size. I love the
professors,” Faustmann said. “I’ve had the opportunity to
take some really interesting electives. Last semester I took
Radio/TV Announcing. I’ve also taken a class on creative
drama for kids. It has been great that I can take my basics
and some really fun electives.” 

Faustmann plans to complete her associate degree this
fall, then transfer to UNT. With the Collin College pre-
admission program she is able to focus on her studies
instead of worrying about her next step. 

“It is reassuring that I don’t have to worry about my credits
transferring,” Faustmann said. “Plus, I feel like I am getting
one step ahead in the transfer process.” 

When she finishes her bachelor’s degree at UNT, she
hopes to return to teach in Collin County. She is already
passing along her knowledge to Collin County children,
hoping that they can benefit from the lesson she has
learned about higher education. 

“I always tell younger kids that Collin College is a great
school,” she said. “Everyone is helpful and the small class
size makes it easy to learn. There is always something to
do and there are a lot of academic programs to choose
from. I definitely recommend it.” 

For more information about the university pre-admission
programs, including the new Baylor Bound agreement, and
other transfer opportunities, visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu
or call Transfer Programs at 972.985.3734. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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LULAC takes two at nationals 

The Collin  College Young Adult Council of the League of United Latin
American Citizens attended the national convention in Chicago bringin
home the Young Adult Council of the Year and Advisor of the Year
awards. Pictured are (back row, from left)  Daniela Sanchez, Roman
Perez, Eddy Trejo, Erik Vela, Hector Luna,  Victor Arrizabalo, David
Fajardo and Victor Quezada; (front row, from left)  Jackie Chaves and
Alma Peña.   
 

Collin College’s Young Adult Council of the League of
United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) is at it again. 

The council was named the National Council of the Year at
the annual national convention in Chicago in July. This is
the second year in a row that the Collin College LULAC
council has won this honor. Additionally, Lupita Tinnen,
professor of photography, was named the LULAC Young
Adult Advisor of the Year at the national competition. This
is the third straight year that a Collin College LULAC
advisor has won this honor and the fourth since 2003. 

The Young Adult Council of the Year award is awarded to
the group that was most active over the last year. In
addition, the council must sponsor a youth council. Collin
College’s LULAC sponsors the group at Centennial High
School in Frisco. The Collin College LULAC has witnessed
success before sweeping the 2003 and 2006 national
LULAC awards. 

For more information, contact Tinnen at ltinnen@ccccd.edu
or call her at 972.578.5527. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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The name game: Theatre department
makes a change 

Collin College is preparing
to open the curtain on its
20th season of theatre, and
to celebrate the college has
announced a few changes
to accompany the next era
of theatre at the college.
Quad C Theatre, a program
that has achieved national
acclaim, will continue its
success under a new name
– Collin Theatre Center. 

“I feel that this is the start of a new era of theatre in
Plano,” said Brad Baker, chair of theatre at Collin College.
“There is great excitement around here. This is definitely
the start of something new.” 

Over the past 19 years, audiences have grown
accustomed to seeing first-rate plays performed by
talented local students. Collin College’s theatre program
has earned national recognition, having been named a
national finalist at the American College Theater Festival.
Other accolades of the program include four student
playwriting awards, one U.S. Professor of the Year, one
Kennedy Center Design Fellow and two national Irene
Ryan Scholarship finalists, among many others. 

Alumni of the program have had successful careers in
television, film, radio, theatre and more. Michael Urie,
Golden Globe winner from the hit television show Ugly
Betty, is an alumnus of Collin College. Other students from
the program have transferred to top schools like New York
University, The Boston Conservatory, the State University
of New York at Purchase and The Juilliard School. Theatre
faculty hope that the new name will serve as recognition of
the success and growth of the program. 

“The growth has been astronomical,” Baker said. “We’ve
grown in terms of numbers of performances, students and
faculty and in terms of public perception. When we started,
people just saw us as a community college putting on
plays. Today we are one of the leading theatres in the
DFW Metroplex that attracts the top directors, designers
and performers.” 

Craig Erickson, director of technical theatre, has witnessed
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the growth first hand. He has been with the college for
nearly 20 years. He looks forward to the coming years
under the new name. 

“I think we are going to continue to expand,” he said. “I
don’t see anything slowing down any time soon. We are
always looking for ways to stay at the top of our field and
to reach out to the community.” 

The Collin Theatre Center’s inaugural year will feature five
plays. The season will open with the shoot-‘em-up satire
"Flaming Guns of the Purple Sage" from Oct. 11-21. Next
up is "columbinus," a haunting docu-drama exploring the
high school shootings in Littleton, Colo., which will run from
Oct. 16-21. Both "Flaming Guns of the Purple Sage" and
"columbinus" are regional premieres. Following that will be
a comedy classic, "My Three Angels," based on Albert
Husson’s La Cuisine Des Anges, from Nov. 29-Dec. 9.
Then, the spring will kick off with "Li’l Abner," a musical
comedy based on the comic strip by Al Capp that promises
to charm audiences from Feb. 28-March 9, 2008. The
season will be complete with "Blithe Spirit," a “spirited”
comedy that will run from April 24-May 4, 2008. 

“Our theatre is accessible to everyone, and there is
something for everyone this season. We have family
productions and hard-hitting social dramas, classics and
contemporary pieces, comedies and musicals,” Baker said.
“In our first year as Collin Theatre Center, we’ve tried to
reach out and provide something for everybody.” 

For more information on the Collin Theatre Center or the
2007-2008 season, contact the box office at 972.881.5809
or visit www.ccccd.edu . 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Auteur Series locks in for another year
of films, scholarly discourse 
Over the years, the Auteur Film Series has made a name
for itself at Collin College. 

Part film class, part inter-disciplinary discourse, part
enlightenment. 

The 2007-08 series is taking things up a notch with its new
theme, "Secrets, Deceptions and Epiphanies: Fruit from the
Cinematic Tree of Knowledge." This year's line up features
characters that -- for all intents and purposes -- are out of
the loop, wool over their eyes, completely out of the know. 

Of course, through the film, these characters, through their
actions, expose the truth, or at least part of it. 

"One of the most ineteresting things in cinema storytelling
is having knowledge revealed," Carolyn Perry, chair of
humanities and philosophy and professor humanities and
film. "Knowledge merges through the whole human being,
not just the mind, but the soul, too." 

In its sixth year, the Auteur Film Series has grown from
four films a year in classrooms to lecture halls and a film a
month in the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center
and Angelika Film Center in Plano. 

"The growth has been exponential, not only because of the
students, but the faculty, staff and community members,"
Perry said. "There is an audeince for classics, foreign and
independent films, but also for a venue for talking about
them." 

As always, the films will be followed by a panel discussion
with Collin College faculty and staff. All screenings at Collin
College's Spring Creek Campus are free and open to the
public. Seating begins at 6:30 p.m. and the film starts at 7
p.m. 

Screenings at the Angelika Film Center are free for Collin
College faculty, staff and students and $5 for members of
the community. Seating is limited. 

Some material may not be suitable for all audiences.  

This year's line up is :

"Volver" 
Monday, Sept. 17 

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000197691.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116892%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C116894%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C197691%2C0%2C411232%2Cb11


Hospitality June/July 2007 Newsletter: Auteur Series locks in for another year of films, scholarly discourse

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article000862733.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 12:35:55 PM]

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
monthly. For information or submissions,
call 972.599.3142. Cougar News
welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: August 10.
All submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Please submit copy that is proofed,
edited and saved in Word format.
Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Dana
Schmitz, special contributor; Sydney
Portilla-Diggs, student correspondent;
Stephanie Hall, student correspondent;
Elaine Stewart, special contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout

(R, 2006, dir. Pedro Almodovar, 121 minutes) 
Raimunda lives in Madrid with her daughter Paula and her
husband Paco, whose drinking has become a problem.
She and her sister, Sole, lost their parents in a fire in La
Mancha, their birth village, years ago. Their aunt, Paula,
still lives in the village and continues to speak about her
sister Irene, mother of the two sisters, as if she were still
alive. When the old aunt dies, a revelation from the past
comes to light and changes the lives of these women
forever. (imdb). Presented in conjunction with Hispanic
Heritage Month. 

"The Killing Fields"
7 p.m. -- Oct. 9 -- Angelika Film Center, The Shops at
Legacy, 7205 Bishop Road, Plano 
(PG, 1984, dir. Roland Joffe, 141 minutes) 
Sydney Schanberg is a New York Times journalist who
works with local representative Dith Pran to cover the
madness in war-torn Cambodia after the victory of the
Khmer Rouge. When the U.S. forces leave, Dith sends his
family with them but stays behind himself to help
Schanberg cover the event. As an American, Schanberg
won't have any trouble leaving the country, but the
situation is different for Dith, who must survive by
diplomacy, wit and determination. (imdb). Presented in
conjunction with the Book-in-Common program. 

"Much Ado About Nothing"
Thursday, Nov. 1 
(PG-13, 1993, dir. Kenneth Branagh, 111 minutes) 
Young lovers Hero and Claudio are to be married in one
week. To pass the time, they conspire with Don Pedro to
set a “lover's trap” for Benedick, an arrogant confirmed
bachelor, and Beatrice, his favorite sparring partner.
Meanwhile, the evil Don Jon conspires to break up the
wedding by falsely accusing Hero of infidelity. (imdb) 

"The Conversation" 
Wednesday, Nov. 28 
(PG, 1974, dir. Francis Ford Coppola, 113 minutes) 
Harry Caul, a paranoid and secretive surveillance expert, is
the best invader of privacy in the business. He can record
any conversation between two people anywhere. However,
Caul has a crisis of conscience when he suspects that a
couple he is spying on will be murdered. He then becomes
the object of surveillance himself and struggles to free
himself from the maze of secrecy and murder. (imdb) 

"A Lesson Before Dying"
Tuesday, Feb. 5 
(PG, 1999, dir. Joseph Sargent, 105 minutes) 
In the 1940's South, a young black man is wrongly
accused of killing a white store owner. In his defense, his
white attorney equates him with a lowly hog, arguing that
he didn't have the sense to know what he was doing.
Nevertheless convicted, he is sentenced to die, but his
mother and aunt ask that the local school teacher go to his
cell each day to try to reaffirm to him that he's not a dumb
animal but a man with dignity. (imdb) Presented in
conjunction with African American History Month. 
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"The Name of the Rose" 
Monday, March 3 
(R, 1986, dir. Jean-Jacques Annaud, 130 minutes) 
After a mysterious death in a Benedictine Abbey in the
year 1327, the monks are convinced that the apocalypse is
coming. William of Baskerville, a respected Franciscan
monk, is asked to assist in determining the cause of the
untimely death. Alas, more deaths occur as the
investigation draws closer to uncovering a secret the
Abbey wants hidden, and there is finally no stopping the
Holy Inquisition from taking an active hand in the process.
William and his young novice must race against time to
prove the innocence of the unjustly accused and avoid the
wrath of Holy Inquisitor Bernardo Gui. (imdb)

"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" 
Wednesday, April 2 
(R, 1975, dir. Milos Forman, 133 minutes) 
McMurphy, a man with several assault convictions to his
name, finds himself in jail once again. Rather than spend
his time in jail, he convinces the guards that he's crazy
enough to need psychiatric care and is sent to a hospital.
There he encourages a group of marginal misfits to assert
their rights and independence, over the rigid opposition of
the head nurse. (imdb) 

"Sense and Sensibility"
7 p.m. -- April 24 -- Angelika Film Center, The Shops at
Legacy, 7205 Bishop Road, Plano 
(PG, 1995, dir. Ang Lee, 136 minutes) 
When Mr. Dashwood dies, he must leave the bulk of his
estate to the son by his first marriage, which leaves his
second wife and gently reared three daughters (Elinor,
Marianne and Margaret) in straitened circumstances. They
are taken in by a kindly cousin, but their lack of fortune
affects the marriageability of both sensible Elinor and
sensitive Marianne. Yet marriage is the only hope to
restore their family. Elinor, Marianne and their suitors must
negotiate the rigid system of genteel British courtship
where appearances of propriety rule. Ultimately, however,
the happiness of all depends on the capacity to see
beyond the rules to the people themselves. (imdb) 

For more information about the film series, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurseries or contact Dr. Carolyn Perry
at cperry@ccccd.edu. 

For directions to the Spring Creek Campus, visit
www.ccccd.edu/campus.html . For directions to the
Angelika Film Center, visit
www.angelikafilmcenter.com/plano/directions.asp . 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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InterLink finds jobs for students 
By Elaine Stewart 
Special Contributor 

Are you considering your career path as you attend
summer school and plan for fall semester? Have you done
your homework related to where jobs are and how many
there will be when you finish your present educational
plan? 

InterLink may be an important resource for you. 

Since 1987, InterLink has surveyed North Central Texas
employers to determine what high skill occupations are
most needed for regional employment. To prepare a
competitive and skilled workforce for the future, public high
schools and community colleges use this information to
develop curriculum and programs to help prepare their
students for these future careers. 

The information provided by InterLink is intended to be
used as a guideline for high demand occupational
opportunities in North Central Texas. The absence of your
selected occupation does not necessarily omit it from
career opportunities. Labor market conditions change
rapidly; therefore, it is important to stay current with
information about career opportunities and college
programs. The information provided here may not
represent careers pertinent to other parts of the state or
nation. 

Many of the occupations currently in demand are offered at
Collin College. Career Services & Co-op and InterLink
have developed a brochure for students featuring targeted
occupations offered at Collin College. 

“This brochure is easy to read and gives so much helpful
information about career descriptions, years of training,
regional salaries, and is exactly what I need," according to
one student.  

Pick up your brochure and learn about other services
available through your career center: Central Park Campus
in McKinney, Preston Ridge Campus in Frisco and Spring
Creek Campus in Plano. 

Elaine Stewart is the coordinator of Job
Location/Development at Collin College. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Top 10 majors and salaries 
Money, for some reason, is a pretty important component
when college students choose their major of study. Oh
yeah, it’s how people pay bills, buy gasoline and go to
movies. The day of the wampum is no more. Anyway,
recently the Princeton Review published the starting
salaries for its top 10 most popular majors. See where you
fit.

10. Journalism -- $27,646
From personal experience, this could be a little high.

9. Psychology -- $27,791
Pavlov wasn’t getting his dog food for free. He had to have
been paying for it.

8. Biology -- $29,750
In the words of Sam Cooke, “Don’t know much biology” but
I do know it pays alright.

7. English -- $31,169
If you want to make more, just learn Spanish. Bi-lingual
employees are at a premium.

6. Political Science -- $32,999
One more dollar and they would’ve been at $33,000. Poor
political scientists.

5. Marketing -- $35,321
If you don’t believe this number, just remember all those
commercials that come on during “So You Think You Can
Dance?” Somebody comes up with those.

4. Business Administration/Management -- $38,188
Probably a good idea to get “management” sprinkled on
your resume when possible.

3. Economics/Finance -- $40,906
Money makes the world go round.

2. Accounting -- $41,110
Somebody has got to keep track of all the money that
economists study and finance majors make.

1. Electrical Engineering -- $51,372 
It’s where the money’s at. 

For more information about careers and areas of study at
Collin College, check out the college's catalog. 

*All salaries were based on the National Associate
of Colleges and Employers 2004 Salary Survey. 
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Quick Facts 
Students who enroll at Collin College in the fall of any given year as first-
time-in-college, full-time, degree- or certificate-seeking students are
tracked as a group (cohort) over a period of three years to determine what
percentage of them complete educational programs and what percentage
transfer out to another college or university. Completion and transfer rates
for Collin College are presented below with comparative data for other
Texas community, junior and technical colleges. Data are summarized for
the entire cohort and for the subgroup of students who received athletic
scholarships.
 
Completion Rate refers to the percentage of students in a cohort who
completed Collin College certificates within 1.5 years or associate’s
degrees within three years. Transfer-Out Rate refers to the percentage of
students in the same cohort who transferred to other institutions without
completing a program at Collin College. Because the number of
scholarship athletes at Collin college is very small, the data for athletes
tends to be quite volatile.

Collin
College

Collin
College

Other
Community,
Junior and
Technical
College*

Other
Community,
Junior and
Technical
College*

Year of
Initial
Enrollment
at Collin
College

Completion
Rate

Transfer-
Out Rate

Completion
Rate

Transfer-
Out Rate

All
Students
2000 7% 37% 15.2% 25.8%
2001 7.9% 35.1% 14.1% 24.8%
2002 9.4% 38.9% 12.5% 26%
2003 8.9% 39.7% NA NA
Athletes
Only
2000 20% 65.7% 27.8% 33.3%
2001 2.6% 60.5% 26.5% 40.8%
2002 7.3% 70.9% 19.6% 48.2%
2003 21.4% 28.6% NA NA

*Based on average numbers for Texas community,  junior and technical colleges as reported in
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the National Center for Education Statistics’ Peer Analysis System using automatic peer
selection.

Sources: 2007 Integrated Postsecondary Education Data Systems Graduation Rate Survey.
National Center for Education Statistics, Peer Analysis System.
                                                                                               
For questions or comments, contact Nasreen
Ahmad at 972.377.1610.        
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5 Tips For Choosing a Major 
College can be very enlightening and engaging. 

It also can be frightening. It is your future you’re working
towards. So here are five tips toward choosing a college
major. See if they work for you. 

5. Strike Up A Conversation 
Have a major or career in mind? Well, why not contact a
professor or other professionals in that field? Find out what
it takes to reach certain goals and discover what the
career entails. Who knows what you’ll find out. 

4. “Follow Your Heart, That’s What I Do” -- Napoleon
Dynamite 
Don’t ignore your passions or interests. If you like to play
video games, why not study in order to make your own?
Have a taste for the culinary arts? Have an itching
business acumen? Do what you like to do. 

3. E-Schedule It 
Go to the college website and download the E-Schedule.
Sift through the classes and areas of study. Highlight areas
that interest you. Try to find patterns and narrow your areas
of interest. This is also a good time to discuss opportunities
with advisors, professors and students already in the
program of interest. Pick their brains. 

2. Don’t Box Yourself In 
College, so to speak, is kind of a fresh start. Once out of
high school, you may look at certain subjects differently --
areas of study that seemed uninteresting as a senior in
high school may take on a different countenance in
college. Don’t write off certain majors because of your pre-
determined ideas. 

1. Don’t Rush 
College is more of a marathon than a sprint. Why make a
hasty decision and then potentially discover another area
of interest later and end up changing paths and wasting
time? 

For more information, visit the Academic Advising webpage
or download the latest version of the E-Schedule. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Faculty and Staff News 
Barbara Corbin, lead circulations assistant (PRC), is the
first to be awarded the certificate of completion in the
Professional Directions Program for Supervisors. and
Linda Robertson, administrative assistant for curriculum &
program development, was awarded the certificate of
completion in the Professional Directions Program for
Administrative Support, Level l. 

Gloria Cockerell, chair and professor for Business
Management and Marketing, was recently profiled as one
of the area’s “Movers & Shakers” by the Plano Insider. 

The Academy for Collegiate Excellence (ACE) 2007-08
class was recently announced. The ACE fellows are
Nasreen Ahmad, Sabrina Belt, Terrence Brennan,
Hannah Chang, Melanie Dodson, Abe Johnson, Kirk
Lee, Vanessa Lehigh, Chris Morgan, Karen Musa, Marie
Piet, Diana Sage, Marcy Wilson and Eric Yeager. 

The new All College Council members are: Peggy Akers
– Central Park Campus; Michele Boverie – Spring Creek
Campus; Jill Braziel – Preston Ridge Campus; Peggy
Browning – Spring Creek Campus; Terrence Brennan –
Spring Creek Campus; Francis Choy – Preston Ridge
Campus; Dede Day – Central Park Campus; Todd Fields
– Spring Creek Campus; Pam Gaiter – Central Park
Campus; Stephanie Hanson – Courtyard Center; Karen
Knapp – Spring Creek Campus; Brenda McNease –
Courtyard Center; Ruth Payton – Spring Creek Campus;
G’Anna Saunders – Spring Creek Campus; Mary Jane
Tobaben – Spring Creek Campus; and Doug Willis –
Preston Ridge Campus. Ex-Officio members include Dr.
Belinda Newman representing the Administration, Kemal
Moula representing Faculty Council and Roberta Jackson
representing Professional Development. Alternates who will
serve in the event of vacancies include Monica Barron,
Mary Lou Hennessey, Cheri Jack and Tom Mobley. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Alcohol, violence against women
coming to a theatre near you 
How many movies have you seen where a woman wakes
up in bed with somebody and she: 

1. Is hung-over from too much alcohol? 

2. Doesn’t remember what happened last night? 

What is the usual response this character portrays? Most
often, the woman is in disbelief or worried that her other
partner will find out or that she may be pregnant. However,
perhaps she was a survivor of an alcohol-facilitated sexual
assault. 

Alcohol in Television
What you see: 
The more you drink, the more fun you will have. 

If you get a girl drunk, she will do anything. 

Somehow, drinking makes you “sexy,” “appealing,” “fun”
etc. 

The truth about not monitoring your drinks or alcohol
consumption is far less glamorous; it includes: 
• Vomiting 
• Disorientation 
• Memory loss 
• Possible criminal victimization (examples: robbery and
sexual assault) 

Will you think twice before accepting an “unfamiliar” or
“opened” drink? Will you think twice before deciding to get
drunk? The truth about alcohol – alcohol is the most
commonly used chemical in drug-facilitated sexual assault.
In large part this is due to the fact that alcohol is easily
accessible and is a chemical that many people use in
social interactions (www.rainn.org, 2007). 

Effects of alcohol on the victim: 
• Reduced ability to protect himself or herself 
• Impaired judgment 
• May not realize that a situation has become dangerous 
• May have trouble handling or avoiding conflict 
• Distorted or unclear perceptions about others 
• Difficulty setting limits 
• Impaired ability to resist unwanted behavior, both
physically and verbally 
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Effects of alcohol on the perpetrator: 
• May misinterpret the behaviors of another as sexual
interest (NOTE: misinterpretation is never an excuse) 
• May feel justified to force himself or herself on a drunken
partner because he/she views the drunken partner as
being partially responsible for whatever happens 
• May become increasingly aggressive and assertive 

Fact 
An estimated 70,000 students between the ages of 18 and
24 experience alcohol-related sexual assault or date rape
each year in the United States (The National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 2002). 

What You Need To Know 
In healthy relationships, a partner will voluntarily give active
and clear consent prior to sexual activity. That means they
have to be awake, lucid and able to communicate what
they want or don't want. This is true even if you've been
dating for a long time and consider yourself in a committed
relationship (www.whynotask.org, 2007). In Texas, sex
without consent is sexual assault.

You are not to blame, even if: 
• Your attacker was an acquaintance, date, friend or
spouse. 
• You have been sexually intimate with that person or with
others before. 
• You were drinking or using drugs. 
• You froze and did not or could not say "no." 
• You were unable to fight back physically. 
• You were wearing clothes that others may perceive as
seductive. 

Additional Resources
ZERO Tolerance of Violence -- 972.881.5820 
Collin College’s Counseling Services --  972.881.5126 
The Turning Point (The Rape Crisis Center of Collin
County) --  972.985.0951
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College News 
Former Collin College theatre student Michael Urie, who
stars on the hit television show Ugly Betty, was profiled in
the June 7 edition of The Dallas Morning News, GuideLive
section and was featured in In West Plano magazine’s
June-July 2007 issue. Urie spent a year studying in Collin
College’s theatre program before moving to New York to
study at Juilliard. He graduated with a bachelor of fine arts
degree from Juilliard in 2004. 

The Understanding and Working with the Self-Injurer
Symposium was hosted by University Behavioral Health
Center of Denton and Collin’s Counseling Services and
Dean of Student’s Office. One-hundred twenty participants
registered for the June 15, full-day symposium led by Dr.
Wendy Lader, co-founder of S.A.F.E. Alternatives and a
national expert on the treatment of individuals who self-
injure. Recent statistics indicate that one in five college
students self-injure. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Transfer Tip -- Know how your credits
transfer 
The state of Texas has the Texas Common Course
Numbering System (TCCNS). That means that similar
courses taught at public colleges and universities in Texas
during the freshman and sophomore years are identified
with common numbers. The common numbers are not
used at each public college or university campus, but most
colleges identify the common numbers in their catalogs. If
you don’t know what your major will be these are often the
best courses for transfer students. 

See a Collin academic advisor, who can help you make the
correct selections for your desired program and/or major.
Course credits transfer in different ways depending on the
course. Some courses have a direct equivalent and will
transfer as a specific course. 

For instance, at Collin ENGL 1301 transfers to UNT as
ENGL 1310. Some courses transfer but do not have an
exact equivalent. Courses that do not have an exact
equivalent may transfer by title; as elective credit, non-
advanced (ELNA) or ENBLOC, where the receiving college
or university department official determines if the course
will fit into your degree plan. 

Equivalency guides (available online at
http://transferu.ccccd.edu and at Academic Advising) show
a course-by-course listing of how Collin courses transfer to
various colleges and universities. 

For more information, please call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Recipe of the Month -- White Chocolate
Cherry Chunkies 
White Chocolate Cherry Chunkies
By Meredith Pewitt 

1 stick butter, softened 
1 cup packed brown sugar 
1 cup granulated sugar 
2 large eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons milk 
1 cup chopped macadamia nuts 
1/2 cup candied cherries 
1 1/2 cups white chocolate chunks 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a medium bowl, with
electric mixer, cream butter and sugars together until light
and fluffy. Add eggs and vanilla and beat until just
combined. Set aside. Sift together flour, soda and salt. Add
milk to the butter mixture and then add the flour mixture.
Mix until just combined. Batter should be stiff. In another
bowl, combine nuts, cherries, and white chocolate. Then
add nut mixture to batter, stirring only to blend. 

Drop by heaping tablespoons onto a greased cookie
sheet, two inches apart. Bake for about 11-13 minutes.
Cool on wire rack. 

Recipe courtesy of Paula Deen. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Campus Dates 
Current and future Collin College students have until
Wednesday, Aug. 1, to apply for the Southern Methodist
University (SMU) pre-admissions program. The program
allows students to attend Collin College and earn core
credit. All the while, they can work with SMU advisors to
ensure a seamless transfer of those credits to the
university. Also, students can take advantage of lecture
and sporting event tickets, a DART pass, access to SMU’s
library and more. Interested students must have a grade
point average of at least 2.95 with fewer than 30
transferable hours or a grade point average of 2.70 with
more than 30 transferable hours. Students also must
complete an application, two essay questions and possibly
a recommendation from a faculty member. For more
information or for an application, visit
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smupreadmit.pdf or
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/smu.html. 

THE ARTS gallery will showcase its photography
scholarship show through Sunday, Aug. 10. “Frames of
Reference: Photography Scholarship Show” is an
eclectic mix of scholarship student work. The gallery is
located at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway in Plano. THE ARTS gallery’s summer hours are:
Monday-Wednesday and Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursday,
9 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more
information about this show or future shows, visit the
gallery’s website at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873. 

The first day of fall semester classes begin Monday, Aug.
27. 

Art admirers who wish to gain a good perspective on Collin
College’s visual art department should mark down Monday,
Aug. 27-Saturday, Sept. 22. THE ARTS gallery is hosting
its annual kick-off exhibition for the 2007-08 year,
“Exhibition One: the faculty,” a variety of work, from 3D
and 2D paintings, drawings, printmaking, ceramics,
sculptures, small metals, photography and graphic design,
all created by the college’s visual art faculty. The gallery is
located at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway in Plano. The exhibit is free and open to the
public. A reception for the event is scheduled for 6 p.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 5. THE ARTS gallery’s summer hours
are: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5
p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information
about this show or future shows, visit the gallery’s website
at www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873. 
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The 2007-08 Distinguished Speaker Series kicks off with
Dr. Trevor Pinch, professor of sociology and professor
and chair of Science and Technology Studies at Cornell
University. Dr. Pinch will give a free lecture at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 25, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. On Wednesday, Sept. 26, he will do
classroom visits and a faculty reception is set for 11:30
a.m. at the conference center. Dr. Pinch will present
"Understanding the Golem of Science and Technology:
The Social Roots of Knowledge.” For more information,
visit www.ccccd.edu/speakerseries. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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August Employee Birthdays 
The monthly installment of the employee birthday list has
been moved to the college's intranet due to concerns by
faculty and staff. It can only be accessed by logging into
the intranet. The list can be viewed here. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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