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 Cougar News goes twice a month 
Two is always better than one. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Student News 
Model United Nations shows the
nation their mettle. Second paralegal
student honored in area. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Faculty and Staff Spotlight 
The spotlight is back. And it is on one of our
finest. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Minority report: Presidential election bodes
well for change 
Though it’s a year away, the race for the 2008 presidential
campaign is already heated on several levels. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 10 New Year's resolutions that make you feel
good 
Ten resolutions that will make you feel good in 2008. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Book Review: Best American Nonrequired
Reading 
College has its share of required reading.
Check out this nonrequired reading. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Quick Facts 
Since 1996, Collin College has
conducted periodic surveys to elicit
information from adult residents of Collin
County about their awareness and
approval of the college. The most recent survey was
conducted this past summer.
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or

Cougar News goes twice a month 

The Collin College student, faculty and
staff newsletter has gone through some
changes. 

From print to online. 

Caleidoscope to Cougar News. 

Now, once a month to twice a month.

Starting January 2008, Cougar News will go semi-monthly
-- or bi-weekly, we're not entirely sure. 

One issue will be published and e-mailed on the first of
each month. A second issue will be published and e-
mailed on or near the 15th of the month. 

Each issue will have more a shorter lineup, but between
the two issues, the old chestnuts like Quick Facts, Campus
Dates, College News, Employee Birthdays and others will
still be around. 

Feel free to submit any news, information, events or
anything else you'd like to share to Mark Robinson
at mrobinson@ccccd.edu or call him at 972.599.3142. 

The only bad story idea is the one not shared. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Student News 

Marcia Wharen, paralegal student, received a Dallas Area
Paralegal Association scholarship in the amount of $500.
 
The Collin College Model United Nations won four
awards at the American Model United Nations Conference
in Chicago. The "Jordan" and "Saudi Arabia" delegations
won Outstanding Delegation Position Paper awards;
Andrew Parsell placed first in the General Assembly First
Committee; and Kay Treacher and Candice Barnard
placed first in the Economic and Social Council. About 140
universities and colleges and 1,400 students competed.
 
Tracy Fanous, student and member of the Center for
Advanced Studies in Mathematics and Natural Sciences,
won the Outstanding Poster Award at the American
Chemical Society’s Southwest Regional Conference in
Lubbock in November.  
 
Chris Doumen, professor of biology, and CASMNS
student Helen Zhu had their entry verified and their
sequence of the red swamp crawfish genome was officially
entered into the national gene bank Nov. 24.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Dr. Rosemary Karr

HOME

January 2008: 
Number 525

College Links

Cougar Cast

www.ccccd.edu

Download Credit Class Schedule

Download Continuing Education
Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

Cougar News goes twice a month 

Student News 

Faculty and Staff Spotlight 

Minority report: Presidential election
bodes well for change 

10 New Year's resolutions that make
you feel good 

Book Review: Best American
Nonrequired Reading 

Quick Facts 

Let it  articulate: Check out
agreements between colleges before
transfer 

Faculty and Staff News 

Campus Dates 

January Employee Birthdays 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or

Faculty and Staff Spotlight 
Dr. Rosemary M. Karr
Professor of Developmental Math

What is your favorite book of
all time?

Asking for a favorite
book is like asking me
to pick my favorite piece
of chocolate! But in
general, for fiction, I
prefer mysteries and
authors such as John
Dunning, Tom Clancy
and Dan Brown. For
non-fiction, I recently
enjoyed reading the
Book-in-Common, “First
They Killed My Father.”

 
In your profession/area of study/discipline, who is your
foremost influence and why?

Dr. Amy King was my first university mathematics
professor. I was a first generation college student,
working my way through school to fund my
education. She took a personal interest in me,
served as my mentor, directed my scholarship and
is now a dear friend.

 
What is the best movie you have seen in the last year
and why did you like it?

I do not watch many movies. When I do, I prefer
light-hearted entertainment. I enjoy some of the
animated films like "Over the Hedge." The creators
of these movies have a knack for providing social
commentary in clever, subtle and entertaining
ways.

 
What do you like about Collin College?

Although Collin College is known for its excellence
in teaching, many of my colleagues also publish,
present at conferences and serve on national
committees in their fields. The fact that they do all
of this professional activity while maintaining a
typical teaching load of five classes is admirable! 
My colleagues are innovative in their use of
learning communities, study grants, service
learning, student leadership training and other
strategies for improving student learning
outcomes.  The scholarly environment is conducive
to innovative ideas. If I have an idea, colleagues
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are there with me, brainstorming ways to make it
even better!

 
Why did you choose to be involved in higher
education?

As a first generation college student, I wanted to
help others reach their potential and achieve their
dreams of a college education. Over time, I have
adopted a teaching philosophy which is captured
in the motto of the National Association for
Developmental Education, which is: “Helping
under-prepared students to prepare, prepared
students to advance, and advanced students to
excel…” 

 
If you could have lunch with three people (dead/alive,
past/present, etc.) who would it be?

Jaime Escalante, Johnny Carson and Mahatma
Gandhi

 
For a college professor, you’ve achieved the top
award. How does that feel?

It affirms my efforts, creativity, and energy given to
the profession. More important to me than any
teaching-related recognition, however, is the
interaction with my students.  I am humbled to be
given an award for a job that feels more like play
than work!

 
What does it mean to be the first developmental
education professor named the U.S. Professor of the
Year?

I feel honored to have the prestigious Carnegie
Foundation and the Council for Advancement and
Support of Education recognize the importance of
this field of education. Although I teach many
mathematics courses, my primary interest is in
developmental mathematics. I hope my receipt of
this award increases candid discussions of
effective instructional processes in developmental
education.

 
What tenet or key to being a good professor do you
hold closest?

The teacher as facilitator, with a goal of promoting
student ownership of their education, is key to
being an effective professor. 

 
It’s a Sunday afternoon with really nothing to do, what
is Dr. Rosemary Karr doing?

If truth were told, I would probably be working on
an educational project. I am always exploring new
ideas for holistic teaching strategies that engage a
student’s cognitive, affective and psychomotor
domains.  On that rare day when I am not working
on professional activities, I would be curled up in
front of the fireplace, reading a good mystery.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Minority report: Presidential election
bodes well for change 
By Nedal Ahmed
Student Correspondent and President of Sigma Chi Eta
 
With less than a year away, the race for the 2008
presidential campaign is heated on several
levels. 

No longer just a race of Democrat versus
Republican, intra-party politics and divisions are
pronounced, but the race for the Democratic
presidential campaign is of an interest for
another reason: two of the leading candidates for
the party's nomination are both minorities,
providing a realistic possibility that the next
president of the United States is a woman or an
African American.
 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama's attempt to
win the race for the White House is not the first
time for either a female or black candidate. The
Rev. Jesse Jackson, an African American, ran
for the Democratic nomination in 1984 and 1988,
and Al Sharpton, another African American, also
ran for that nomination in 2004. Neither were
chosen as the party’s nominee. 

Several women have also run for their party's
nomination. In 1964, Margaret Chase Smith ran
for the Republican nomination, and in 1984,
Geraldine Ferrero was nominated for and won
the nomination for Vice President. In 2007, the
presence of Clinton and Obama raises the
question of whether America is now ready for a
minority president.
 
"When you talk about America, it's a question of
whether you are talking about it as one
monolithic part or broken down into its
components," Larry Stern, Collin professor of
sociology said. "Certainly, some American
citizens are ready for a minority candidate, but
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whether the country as a whole with a 50.1
percent majority is ready, is yet to be seen."
 
Gabriella Delgadillo, a supporter of the
Democratic Party, says that being half-Hispanic
and a woman, she finds Obama and Clinton's
candidacy empowering.
 
"I think it's great," she said. "I think more African
American men should be running. And more
women. Not just rich white guys. With Bush, he's
the son of the former president, and we could
have had someone different."
 
Though he admits the minority to minority vote is
a factor, Stern doesn't think it will be the deciding
factor.
 
"I'm not sure it'll be the type of thing were 80
percent of African Americans vote for the African
American or 80 percent of women vote for a
woman, that's just too extreme, and that's just
saying that a person is what their race or gender
is," he said. "There are many African Americans
who are affluent and conservative socially and
economically and might be looking for a
republican candidate and why should race
matter more than anything else, and there will be
some women who will gravitate towards Hillary
because she is a woman and some women who
will avoid her because she might be too
aggressive in her stances or too unlady-like."
 
According to Stern, wanting political climate
change is a more compelling reason for voting
for a particular candidate or party. Terrence
Odom, a kinesology major and Democrat, agrees
and feels now is the time.
 
"I think that people probably feel that it's time for
a change, and I think the Republicans will
probably stick to their ways," Odom said.
 
 
One of the main distinctions between Clinton and
Obama is the amount of political experience for
each. Having been a Senator and the First Lady,
Clinton is given the advantage.
 
"Hillary Clinton has been involved in the politics
and in the White House for a long time," Stern
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said. "That, perhaps, gives her a greater insight
as to what's going on and she would come to the
White House, should she win the nomination and
the election, with a great deal of experience that
she can draw upon that a lot of other candidates
do not."
 
Although the Clinton camp has played up
Obama's inexperience as a negative quality and
has referred to him as "naive," Stern points out
that this could work to Obama's advantage, once
again citing the desire for a change, saying that
Obama can be seen as a fresh-faced "outsiders"
as opposed to the "insiders," which include
Clinton, who have put the country in the state
that it feels it needs a change.
 
The same experience may also be a hindrance
to Clinton. Being the wife of former President Bill
Clinton, some, like Odom say she will and
shouldn't be linked to her husband's presidency,
while others like Collin students Joe Hardrick
and Jacob Hicks say that Clinton's being in the
backseat of her husband's presidency gives her
an inside look and advantage. Johnson says
she'd rather vote for Obama, whom she says has
"less dirty laundry as of now."
 
Professor Stern pointed out the nature of
American campaigning and politics, saying that
the focus is reduced to few issues and many
personal and personality traits, and that
America's youth should carefully find information
and formulate their opinions about the next
President.
 
"It's a cliche to say that the youth is the future of
America or any particular country," Stern said.
"But I hope that the pendulum is beginning to go
back in that direction because all too often
younger kids have not registered to vote
because they have not taken much of an interest
thinking there are no way to contribute, but
remember that there are people who have given
their life for the right to vote and stood in front of
tanks such as in Tiananmen Square or in the
Soviet Union."
 

Sigma Chi Eta is the National Communication Association’s
honorary society for students majoring in Communication
Studies (Mass and Speech Communication). For more
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information about Sigma Chi Eta, e-mail
sigmachieta@ccccd.edu.
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10 New Year's resolutions that make
you feel good 

 
By Sydney Portilla-Diggs
Campus Correspondent
 
The new year is a time for new beginnings and changes.
Take these 10 resolutions to heart because they can make
you feel good, because they’re so attainable.

 
1. Set realistic goals for yourself. Look at New

Year’s resolutions of the past, if you have something
on your list every year but fail to achieve it, you may
need to reevaluate. You may need to tackle this
goal differently.

2. Forgive.  Forgiveness does not necessarily mean
forgetting, but you can make a decision about how
you want to expend your energy. Forgiveness is a
gift you can give yourself.  Choose to look forward
instead of behind you at what caused you pain.

3. Make a healthy lifestyle change. Do you want to
lose weight? Focus on the quality of the food you
eat instead of trying new fad diets. Do you want to
start exercising? Take a walk with a friend. Add
exercise to your daily routine gradually.

4. Get organized.  Can’t seem to get organized?
Sometimes organizing a large room can be
overwhelming but if you focus on a corner or one
drawer, the job becomes less intimidating—one
drawer at a time until you are finished.

5. Spend time with yourself. Does life stress you
out?  Find time for just me—even if it is five
minutes. Meditate, breathe deeply or if you have
time—read. Turn off the television and de-stress. 

6. Reconnect with someone. Feeling lonely? Make a
phone call to a friend. Send a handwritten note or
card to an older relative or friend. The person
receiving the note will realize you took special care
to do it. Plus you will have to slow down a bit to do
it. 

7. Give something back to the community. Donate
some of the old clothes to the Salvation Army.
Volunteer at the boys and girls club.  Find a
volunteer organization through Collin’s Service
learning programs.  

8. Learn something new.  Try Salsa dancing. Go to
screening of one of Collin’s College Auteur Film
Series. Take a culinary art class at Collin with a
friend.

9. Find something to believe in wholeheartedly.
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10. Dream. You may become inspired when you
achieve these goals and come up with ten more.
Whatever you do…dream! 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
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Book Review: Best American
Nonrequired Reading 
By Mark Robinson
Cougar News Editor-in-Chief
 
A perk about working for the public relations department
for a college with progressive-thinking students and
faculty, is that I get to tell the world about their ideas,
goals, accomplishments and everything in between.
 
It’s satisfying because I must, for self-preservation,
assume that I am enlightening others to certain work that
wouldn’t be known otherwise.
 
Over the past five years, I have been a fervent subscriber
to The Best Nonrequired Reading, an annual publication
collecting some of the best, innovative journalism and short
fiction created within that calendar year. Around November
or so, it is released along with a host of other collections
(Best Sports Writing, Best Travel Writing, Best Short
Stories, etc.) and I snatch it up at first opportunity.
 
I don’t know if the 2007 edition is the best since Dave
Eggers, author and editor of McSweeneys, took on the
burden to rife through the millions of pieces published in
the country and determine what is best, or, oftentimes,
most important. But it’s up there.
 
Here are the top five pieces included in the 2007 edition:
 
“The Big Suck: Notes from the Jarhead Underground”
by David J. Morris
Arguably, the greatest thing I’ve read this year. A former
Marine and current journalist goes to Iraq in spring 2004 to
witness the fire fights, IED explosions and heartbreak at
the center of the war.
 
“Selling the General” by Jennifer Egan
Short fiction about a former, shamed Hollywood publicist,
who, burdened with money problems, takes on a gigantic
PR assignment: reworking the image of a genocidal
dictator.
 
“How to Tell Stories to Children” by Miranda July
July, a woman with many talents, pens a piece of fiction
about a woman who is almost involuntarily, yet
unintentionally, tossed into motherhood, raising the
daughter of a friend due to a serious rift in the child’s
parents’ marriage.
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“What Is Your Dangerous Idea?” sponsored by the
Edge Foundation
The Foundation presented a question to dozens of
scholars from around the nation. They respond. A nice
litmus test as to what our country’s academicians are
thinking about. FYI, features psychologist David Buss and
Helen Fisher, and author Michael Shermer, all three have
or will speak at Collin College during the 2007-08
academic year.
 
“Rock the Junta” by Scott Carrier
Fiction, telling about the scene in Burma and the fight for
democracy and the freedom of speech … through rock
music.
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or

Quick Facts 
Since 1996, Collin College has conducted periodic surveys
to elicit information from adult residents of Collin County
about their awareness and approval of the college. The
most recent survey was conducted this past summer, and
here is an overview of the results.

Awareness: Awareness of Collin College was measured
at five levels. Respondents who were completely unaware
of Collin College (level 0); those could recognize Collin
College upon hearing the college’s name (level 1);
residents who could identify Collin College without any
prompting (level 2); those familiar with the college and
could identify at least one of its campuses (level 3); those
who had attended Collin College or had a family member
attend (level 4). Based on the survey results,

• About 97 of every 100 adults Collin County residents are
aware of Collin College to some degree (level 1 and
higher).

• About 85 of every 100 adults Collin County residents are
familiar with at least one Collin College campus (levels 3
and 4 combined).

• Nearly four out of 10 adults Collin County residents or a
family member have taken classes at Collin College (level
4).

Approval: Attitudes toward Collin College were measured
by six items that asked about the degree to which: Collin
College meets community needs; provides quality
education; makes a valuable contribution to the economic
development of Collin County; is a good use of tax dollars;
has a positive image in the community; and residents
would recommend Collin College to a family member or
friend. Approval of Collin College continues to increase
among residents of the county.

• Community approval of Collin College increased from
2005 and 2007.

• 81 percent of county residents felt that Collin
College offers programs that meet the needs of the
community; only 6 percent disagreed.

• 81 percent of county residents felt that Collin College
makes a positive contribution to the economic development
in the county; only 7 percent disagreed.

• 76 percent of county residents felt that Collin College’s
tax dollars are well spent; 7 percent disagreed.
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• 82 percent of county residents felt that Collin
College provides a high quality education; 6 percent
disagreed.

• 82 percent of county residents would recommend Collin
College to a friend or family member; 5 percent disagreed.

• 87 percent of county residents feel that Collin College has
a positive image in the community; 5 percent disagreed.
---------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------
Source: Longitudinal Comparison of Community Survey
Responses: Collin College, 1996,1999,2001,2005, 2007.

For questions or comments, contact Nasreen Ahmad
at 972.758.3810. 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or

Let it articulate: Check out agreements
between colleges before transfer 
 
If you are transferring from Collin College to a university,
check with a Collin College academic advisor or the
TransferU website to see if there is an articulation
agreement/transfer guide/2+2 guide for your specific major.

An articulation agreement/transfer guide/2+2 guide is a
contract that spells out exactly which courses will transfer
into a degree program and how the credit will be applied
when you transfer. 

Many universities and colleges have articulation
agreements/transfer guides/2+2 guides that allow you to
apply a completed associate degree program to a
bachelor’s degree.
 
For more information, please call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu.
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or

Faculty and Staff News 
For the second consecutive year, the college’s Purchasing
Department has been awarded the Achievement of
Excellence in Procurement Award from the National
Purchasing Institute. The award is achieved by
demonstrating excellence in procurement by obtaining a
high score on a rating of standardized criteria. The
program is designed to measure innovation,
professionalism, e-procurement, productivity and leadership
attributes.
 
Amy Lenhart, career counselor, received a Merit
Award from the Texas Career Development Association,
which is a part of Texas Counseling Association, at the
2007 Texas Counseling Association Conference in Corpus
Christi in November. She received the award based upon
her tenure in Career Services, for "being a strong advocate
for career counseling and safeguarding the profession, for
being committed to students and ensuring that they
received the best professional service possible." 
 
Ceilidh Charleson-Jennings, chair
of communication studies, has sold
her narrative nonfiction book, Scent
of the Missing: A Handler's Journey
Beside a Search-and-Rescue Dog,
to publisher Houghton
Mifflin. Authored under the
pseudonym Susannah Charleson,
the book is slated for hardback
release in 2009.
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Campus Dates 
Applications are now being accepted for spring 2008 SLA
II. Complete application packets for SLA II, LEAD 2301 are
available at www.ccccd.edu/sla and must be received no
later than 5 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 2. Only 25 students
will be accepted into the spring LEAD 2301 course.
Students interested in the course must have a 2.5
cumulative grade point average and fill out an application
packet. The application must be completed in its entirety to
be considered for the class. There is no prerequisite for
LEAD 2301. LEAD 2301 classes are offered during the
spring semester from 8:45-11:30 a.m. Applications are
available at the Center for Scholarly & Civic Engagement
in Room F105 at the Spring Creek Campus or online at
www.ccccd.edu/sla. Also, contact at rhughes@ccccd.edu or
call 972.881.5900 for more information.

THE ARTS gallery will present “Go Figure!,” an exhibit of
2D and 3D art focusing on the human figure, Tuesday,
Jan. 22-Saturday, Feb. 9. The gallery is located on the
Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway,
Plano. THE ARTS gallery hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9
a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. For more information about this show or future
shows, visit the gallery’s website at
www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873.

The Auteur Film Series, “Secrets, Deceptions and
Epiphanies: Fruit from the Cinematic Tree of Knowledge,”
will present “A Lesson Before Dying” at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 5, at the Spring Creek Campus. For more
information, visit http://www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms.

Collin College will host world-renown poet Billy Collins as
its Scholar-in-Residence 7 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 27, at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway in Plano. Collins is a two-time U.S.
Poet Laureate and has published nine collections of his
poetry over his career. The event is free and is open to the
public. For more information, call the Honors Institute at
972.881.5120.

The Distinguished Speaker Series continues with Dr. Joan
Fujimura, a professor of sociology at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison where she was founding director of the
Robert F. and Jean E. Holtz Center for Science and
Technology Studies, at 7 p.m., Tuesday, March 4. Dr.
Fujimura will present "Epistemology in Action: Knowledge
Production in Context." This talk focuses on the practical
production of knowledge.The public lecture is set for 7 p.m.
and a Conversation with Dr. Joan Fujimura at 10 a.m.,
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Wednesday, March 5. For more information about the
Distinguished Speaker Series, contact Regina Hughes,
director, at rhughes@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5900. Or
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January Employee Birthdays 
The calendar turns another year. 

Another group of faculty and staff turn a different age. 

Due to privacy issues, the employee birthday list is only
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