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 Dr. Michael Shermer to explain 'Why People
Believe Weird Things' in speaker series finale

Distinguished Speaker Dr. Michael Shermer
wants to answer this question: "Why do
people believe in weird things?" 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Collin College, UT Dallas sign new
agreement for electrical engineering majors 
Collin College and The
University of Texas at Dallas
are making it easier for
electrical engineering
students to get their bachelor's degrees. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Candlight vigil brings awareness of sexual
assault 
The 5th annual Candlelight Vigil to bring
awareness of sexual assault is set for
6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 24, at the
Spring Creek Campus Atrium. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Priority registration for Student Leadership
Academy now open 
The priority deadline to apply for Collin College’s fall
Student Leadership Academy class is  Friday, May 9. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
See what is happening and see
who is making headlines. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Women's, men's basketball seasons raise
expectations 
Lady Cougars make postseason, but fizzle in
first-round of Region V play. Young men's
team goes 9-5 in conference play.  
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Transfer Tip -- Understand the process 
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Know how that class transfers
before you transfer. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
Spring semester days are waning.
Fit in these events while you can. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

Published by Collin County Community College District Collin College TELL A FRIEND

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
mailto:kmusa@ccccd.edu
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/refer.cfm?y=cccc,252827,b11,0,http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Enet%2Fcccc%2Findex000252827%2Ecfm
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Dr. Michael Shermer to explain 'Why People Believe Weird Things' in speaker series finale

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001058659.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 1:25:15 PM]

Dr. Michael Shermer

HOME

April II 2008: 
Number 532

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

Download Credit Class Schedule

Download Continuing Education
Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

Dr. Michael Shermer to explain 'Why
People Believe Weird Things' in
speaker series finale 

Collin College, UT Dallas sign new
agreement for electrical engineering
majors 

Candlight vigil brings awareness of
sexual assault 

Priority registration for Student
Leadership Academy now open 

College News 

Women's, men's basketball seasons
raise expectations 

Transfer Tip -- Understand the
process 

Campus Dates 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: April 20. All

Dr. Michael Shermer to explain 'Why
People Believe Weird Things' in speaker
series finale 

The Distinguished Speaker Series
comes to an end with author Dr.
Michael Shermer, who will present
“Why People Believe Weird Things.”
 
Dr. Shermer’s lecture is set for 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 15 at the college’s
Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center.
 
Dr. Shermer is the founding publisher
of Skeptic magazine, the executive director of the Skeptics
Society, a monthly columnist for Scientific American, the
host of the Skeptics Distinguished Science Lecture Series
at the California Institute of Technology.
 
He is the co-host and producer of the 13-hour Family
Channel television series, “Exploring the Unknown.” Dr.
Shermer is the author of Why Darwin Matters: Evolution
and the Case Against Intelligent Design, Science Friction:
Where the Known Meets the Unknown, The Science of
Good and Evil: Why People Cheat, Gossip, Share Care,
and Follow the Golden Rule and others. He has appeared
on such shows as 20/20, Dateline, Charlie Rose, Larry
King Live, Tom Snyder, Oprah and others including
documentaries aired on PBS, A&E, Discovery, The History
Channel, The Science Channel and The Learning Channel.
 
“Why People Believe Weird Things” delves into the
reasoning behind the belief in UFO abductions, mind
reading, reincarnation, urban legends and “scientific
creationism.” Based on his bestselling book, the
presentation focuses on “pseudoscience” and how it relates
to the series’ theme, “knowledge.” 
 
A Conversation with Dr. Michael Shermer will be held from
10-10:50 a.m., Wednesday, Aug. 16 in the conference
center.
 
Both events are free and open to the public. The
Conversation event has limited seating.
 
The Distinguished Speaker Series is sponsored by the
Collin College Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement.
 
For more information about the Distinguished Speaker
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Series, contact Regina Hughes, director, at
rhughes@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5900. Or visit the
series webpage at www.ccccd.edu/speakerseries.
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Collin College, UT Dallas sign new
agreement for electrical engineering
majors 
Collin College and The University of Texas at Dallas (UT
Dallas) are teaming up to better meet the state’s need for
electrical engineers.
 
The two institutions have agreed to provide a smoother
and more seamless transfer of credits of Collin College
electrical engineering students to UT Dallas, where
students will then complete their bachelor’s degree.
 
As part of the agreement, the Erik Jonsson School of
Engineering and Computer Science at UT Dallas will work
with Collin College to develop lower-division engineering
courses more comparable to those offered at UT Dallas.
Faculty at the two institutions will work together to develop
courses in accordance with standards set by the
Accreditation Board of Engineering and Technology
(ABET).
  
The program is for Collin College students who
successfully complete their associates degree in electrical
engineering with a grade point average of at least 2.5 and
no grade lower than a “C” in an engineering class.
Students who meet these requirements will be allowed to
transfer 62 credit hours to UT Dallas satisfying the
university’s core curriculum and any undergraduate
electrical engineering courses.

In addition, according to Blitt, Science Mathematics
Advanced Research and Technology (SMART) scholarship
opportunities, funded by Texas Instruments, are available
to financially support qualified students who elect to
complete their first two years majoring in engineering or
computer science at Collin College before transferring to
the UT Dallas. The SMART scholarship awards are worth
up to $2,500 a year for two years.
 
For more information about the agreement between Collin
College and UT Dallas, contact Blitt at bblitt@ccccd.edu.
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Candlight vigil brings awareness of
sexual assault 
The violent crime of
sexual assault occurs
too often in
communities across
the nation. Most
sexual assaults
involve individuals
under the age of 30
and are committed by
someone the victim
knows.

In Texas, one in five women, and one in 20 men, will be
sexually assaulted in their lifetime. Our county law
enforcement offices reported 134 rapes in 2006. While
these may be alarming statistics, they are actually
conservative estimates considering that the majority of
sexual assault victims do not report the crime. Less than
fifteen percent of sexual assaults are reported. 

Sexual assault has and can occur:

Within intimate/dating relationships
Within marriage
Between acquaintances
Between strangers
As a drug/alcohol facilitated assault

What is a primary reason for lack of reporting? Sexual
assault is the only crime where the victim, and not the
perpetrator, is blamed.

Individuals have a propensity to make judgments about a
sexual assault victim based upon myths that include:

What they may have been wearing,
What they may have said or didn’t say,
What may have been implied through their body

language,
What may have occurred sexually prior to the assault,
And any number of other totally irrelevant factors.

When others believe these myths, the sexual assault
survivor may feel re-victimized which may further
compound their feelings of shame and guilt. Sexual assault
survivors are three times more likely to experience
depression and six times more likely to suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder. With an increase risk of sexual
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assault for college-aged individuals, there is also increased
vulnerability of poor academic performance or even
complete withdrawal from school for students victimized by
sexual assault.

One of the most enduring myths about sexual assault
advances the idea that an incident of assault is about love,
sex, or sexual gratification. Well, it’s not! In fact, the
majority of those who commit sexual assaults maintain a
current heterosexual relationship with a willing sexual
partner. Sexual assault is about obtaining power and
control over another individual. It is about using physical
force, threats, intimidation tactics or coercion to dominate
someone else. Sex is merely the means used to commit
an extremely traumatic and violent crime.

To break the silence surrounding sexual assault on our
campus and in our community, Collin College and The
Turning Point Rape Crisis Center will host the 5th annual
Candlelight Vigil Thursday, April 24. The vigil coincides
with Sexual Assault Awareness Month and serves to
inspire and compel individuals to act against sexual
violence, instead of sitting silently by while it continues.

The vigil begins at 6:30 p.m. in the atrium of the Spring
Creek Campus, and is being emceed by Macie Jepson
from Channel 8 News.

As co-hosts, staff from The Turning Point will be onsite
with educational materials and counsel. The Turning Point
serves all of Collin County and offers a variety of free
services to those affected by sexual assault. 

Services include a 24-hour hotline, individual or group
counseling, legal advocacy, and hospital accompaniment.

The Turning Point 24-hour hotline 972.985.0951
Hope’s Door Shelter and counseling center

972.422.7233

For additional info on sexual assault, stalking, and or
relationship violence, visit www.ccccd.edu/zero.
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Priority registration for Student
Leadership Academy now open 
Students can unlock and refine that inner leader in
Student Leadership Academy (SLA).
 
The priority deadline to apply for Collin College’s fall SLA
is 5 p.m., Friday, May 9.
 
Established in 2002, the Student Leadership Academy is a
rigorous semester-long leadership experience unique to
Collin College. The course is designed to encourage
leadership, integrity, professional development, scholarship
and service. The curriculum fosters skills through lecture,
guest speakers, student facilitation and team projects. The
students earn three credit hours upon completion.
 
Only 25 students will be accepted into the fall LEAD 1301
course. Students interested in the course must have a 2.5
cumulative grade point average and fill out an application
packet. The application must be completed in its entirety to
be considered for the class. There is no prerequisite for
LEAD 1301.
 
LEAD 1301 classes are scheduled every Friday from 8:45
a.m.-noon in the fall semester. LEAD 2301 classes are
offered at the same time during the spring semester. Both
courses will be at the Preston Ridge Campus, 9700 Wade
Blvd. in Frisco. 
 
As part of the application packet, students participating in
the Student Leadership Academy must submit an
academic transcript, two letters of recommendation and an
essay. Applications are available at the Center for
Scholarly & Civic Engagement in Room F105 at the Spring
Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano or
online at www.ccccd.edu/sla.
 
Students may also contact the center’s director Regina M.
Hughes for more information at rhughes@ccccd.edu or call
972.881.5900.  
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Former Collin College music student
Chris Megert, has released a new
album under the stage name Chris
August. Mergert has been busy with
concerts in Los Angeles and New York
and is working as a producer, songwriter
and artist. He has also written songs for
several major pop artists.

Inside Collin County Business has
named Trustee Stacy Anne Arias as
one of Collin County’s 21 Leaders for
the 21st Century. The award
acknowledges her commitment to civic
engagement and service in the
community.

The accomplishments of Collin’s College Cost of
Textbooks Task Force were featured in the article
“Starting a Textbook Advisory Committee in the March-
April 2008 issue of The COLLEGE Store, the official
publication of the National Association of College Stores.

The newly published book Teaching
Music through Performance in Jazz, a
teacher resource guide, features a
complete chapter devoted to Collin
College professor of jazz Kris Berg and
his composition Cobblestones.

Heather Darrow, public relations writer,
won a silver Paragon Award from the
National Council for Marketing and
Public Relations for her article "Love
Comes in Thin Packages.” This national award honored a
story about Collin College nursing graduate Dawn
Spradling. Click here to read the winning entry!

Department Chair and professor of communications
Ceilidh Charleson-Jennings has been asked to be a
guest speaker for this year’s Mayborn Graduate School of

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000252827.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C116892%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C116893%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C116894%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C411232%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C2250932%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C252827%2C0%2C2250932%2Cb11


College News

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001058664.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 1:25:44 PM]

submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Please submit copy that is proofed,
edited and saved in Word format.
Cougar News staff: Lisa Vasquez,
director; Mark Robinson, editor; Marcy
Cadena-Smith, contributor; Justin Jones,
contributor; Nedal Ahmed, student
correspondent; Nick Young, photography
and layout. 

Journalism Literary Nonfiction Writers Conference of the
Southwest to be held in Grapevine, July 18-20. 
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Coach Jeff Allen draws up a play for
the Lady Cougars.
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Women's, men's basketball seasons
raise expectations 

Since only one team wins it
all, the vast majority of sports
teams – professional,
collegiate or otherwise – wind up with a loss at the end of
the season.
 
For the Collin College women’s basketball team, their
season ended March 7, 77-70 against the South Plains
College Texans in the opening round of the Region V
tournament.
 
Several good things can be pointed out: the Lady Cougars
had a solid 18-12 overall record with a 10-6 clip in
conference; they qualified for the postseason for the
second time in college history, both times during head
coach Jeff Allen’s tenure; and they battled from a 17-point
deficit in the second half against the nation’s ninth-ranked
women’s team to just be down two points with 40 seconds
left.
 
But for Allen and his team, it’s still disappointing.
 
“I thought overall it was a fairly successful season
especially with our tough non-conference play,” Allen said.
“But our goals will always been the same. We wanted to
win the whole thing.”
 
Collin College’s 10-6 conference mark was due to winning
five straight in late-January and early-February and going
6-2 at home.
 
For Allen, who finished his fourth year at the college, he
believes the program is surging toward greater things.
Already, the women’s program has had all four of its
winning seasons under Allen and its only two postseason
appearances. Not that next year will be any easier. The
Lady Cougars are losing team MVP Amber Murray and
Conference Defensive Player of the Year Nikki Brown due
to transfer.
 
“We’re building toward something,” Allen said. “Our goal is
to be like the men’s program (in that having success over
a longer period of time), and I think we’re getting close.”

****
The men's team also
made the post-
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season and in similar
fashion fell in the
opening round of the
Region V tournament
losing 76-58 against
Midland College. 

But head coach Jim
Sigona is proud.
Proud that a young team notched an impressive 21-9
overall record and 9-5 in conference. Proud that three of
those conference losses came down to one possession.
Proud his team preservered through two major injuries
(Adam Brown and Eric Lewis) to end the season winning
six of seven. 

Proud that six or seven of his players will return ... with
optimism. 

"The kids coming back are focused and want to do better.
Some of those players are saying, 'Coach, we're going to
do better' and that's good to hear," he said. 

Mostly, Sigona is proud of his team's general effort
throughout the season. 

"It was a good season bcause we had good kids that
worked hard. We had a young team and we finished strong
in conference. I think we're a good basketball team,"
Sigona said.
 
However, the year is not without the losses. One
sophomore, Craig Stanley, is transferring to Drake
University. Two freshman are visiting Division I universities.

But Sigona believes the returning players should bring
back the lessons learned and experiences from the 2007-
08 campaign. 

"The guys coming back, they know how important it is to
execute when you need to -- when to make a shot, when
to make a stop," Sigona said. "It makes a huge difference
at a 2-year college to have that experience and to know
the system." 
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Transfer Tip -- Understand the process 
The state of Texas uses the Texas Common Course
Numbering System (TCCNS). That means that similar
courses taught at public colleges and universities in Texas
during the freshman and sophomore years are identified
with common numbers. 

The common numbers are not used at every public college
or university campus, but most colleges identify the
common numbers in their catalogs. See a Collin
College academic advisor, who can help you make the
correct course selections for core curriculum and/or for
your desired program or major.
 
Course credits transfer in different ways depending on the
course. Some courses have a direct equivalent and will
transfer as a specific course. For instance, at Collin
College, ENGL 1301 transfers to University of North Texas
as ENGL 1310. 

Courses that do not have an exact equivalent may transfer
by title as elective credit, non-advanced (ELNA) or
ENBLOC, where the receiving college or university
department officials determine how/if the course will fit into
your degree plan. 

To find course equivalencies for 24 colleges and
universities in Texas and Oklahoma, an interactive
equivalency database is available online at
http://transferu.ccccd.edu/equivalencies.html. The database
allows students to view course-by-course listings of how
Collin College courses transfer to the various colleges and
universities.

For more information, call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Campus Dates 
Scholarship applications for the 2008-09 year are being
accepted by the Collin College Foundation through
Monday, May 5. Applications are available online by visiting
http://foundation.ccccd.org. Students will be notified in June
and July if they received a scholarship. The Scholarship
Awards Ceremony is set for Tuesday, August 5. For more
information, call 972.599.3145. 

Collin College will host an Earth Day Celebration Tuesday-
Wednesday, April 15-16 at its Preston Ridge Campus,
9700 Wade Blvd., in Frisco. Events will focus around the
theme of “It Is Easy To Be Green! Recycle – Reuse --
Renew Our Planet.” Through various activities and lectures,
attendees will learn how to make choices that will improve
quality of life and benefit the environment. All events are
free and open to the public. Visit the Earth Day website
here. For more information, contact E.J. Hanford, Earth
Day committee chair, at ehanford@ccccd.edu or
972.377.1589.
 
The Distinguished Speaker Series presents Dr. Michael
Shermer, founding publisher of Skeptic magazine and
executive director of the Skeptics Society, at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 15. Dr. Shermer will present "Why People
Believe Weird Things." This lecture will focus on pseudo-
science. The public lecture is set for 7 p.m. and a
Conversation with Dr. Michael Shermer will be at 10 a.m.,
Wednesday, April 16. For more information about the
Distinguished Speaker Series, contact Regina Hughes,
director, at rhughes@ccccd.edu or call 972.881.5900. Or
visit the series’ webpage at www.ccccd.edu/speakerseries.
 
The Collin College Chamber Singers will perform an
informal spring concert at 11:30 a.m., Friday, April 18, at
the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. The event is free.
 
The Collin College Chamber Singers will perform their
spring concert at 8 p.m., Friday, April 18, at the Spring
Creek Campus, Room C104. The event is free.  
 
The Expressions vocal jazz group will perform at 7 p.m.,
Sunday, April 20, in the Spring Creek Campus cafeteria.
Tickets are available at the door and are $10. Children
under 6 are free. Proceeds benefit student scholarships. 

The Collin Theatre Center concludes their 2007-2008
season with Blithe Spirit, the smash comedy hit of the
London and Broadway stages. The ingenious plot tells how
novelist Charles Condomine invites into his placid country
home an eccentric, breezy medium in order to learn the
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language of the occult. Directed by Robin Armstrong. Blithe
Spirit will be in the Black Box Theatre at the Spring Creek
Campus. Performances are April 24-26, 30, May 1-3 at 8
p.m., with matinees April 27, May 3-4 at 2:15 p.m. Tickets
are $8 for general admission, $6 for students and senior
citizens. For tickets, call the Collin Theatre Hotline at
972.881.5100 or visit www.collintheatrecenter.com. A TTY
information line for deaf patrons is available at
972.881.5117.  Performances on Sunday, April 27 at 2:15
p.m. and Friday, May 2 at 8 p.m. will be sign-interpreted
for patrons who are Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing.
 
Free oral HIV testing will take place Tuesday, April 22 and
Tuesday, April 29, at the Spring Creek Campus. Testing is
not automatic. The representative from the Greater Dallas
Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse (GDCADA) will
conduct a risk assessment and evaluation prior to testing,
as well as offer education about how to avoid risky
behaviors. To schedule an appointment call the GDCADA
representative at 214.725.5916, Monday-Friday from 8
a.m.-5 p.m. Contact Counseling Services at 972.881.5126
for more information.

The Auteur Film Series, “Secrets, Deceptions and
Epiphanies: Fruit from the Cinematic Tree of Knowledge,”
will present “Sense and Sensibility” at 7 p.m., Thursday,
April 24, at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway, Plano. The event is free and open to the
public. Some content may not be suitable for all ages. For
more information, visit www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms.com. 

The spring Humanities Art Exhibit is scheduled from 9
a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, May 2, at the Spring Creek Campus
atrium.
 
The Collin College Chorale will present their spring
concert at 8 p.m., Monday, May 5, at the John Anthony
Theatre. The event is free. 

Collin College's Fire Rescue Camp 2008 is set from
Monday, June 9-Friday, June 13, at the Central Park
Campus in McKinney. The camp is for boys and girls, age
14-18, interested in the activities of fire-rescue personnel.
Teenagers will participate in hands-on training exercise
learning the skills of professional firefighters. Program
concludes with skills demonstration for family and friends.
Times are 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Thursday, and  8:30
a.m.-noon,  Friday.
Camp participants should bring a sack lunch each day. No
one will be allowed to leave the training grounds unless
accompanied by a parent. Cost is $150. Call Leslie Thetford
or Monica Wright at 972.548.6836 for registration
information.
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