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 New chair set to take Honors into new
direction 
Meet your new Honors
Institute chair.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Collin College celebrates Hispanic Heritage
Month 
Hispanic Heritage Month events scheduled. All events are
free. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Time is on your side: Weekend College
provides flexibility 
Variety is the spice of education. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Theatre unveils 2008-09 season 
This year's line-up features five
shows ranging from drama, comedy
to musical and two regional
premieres. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
With fall semester here, things
are really heating up on
campus.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
Collin College students, faculty
and staff making news. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Souvenirs in lieu of monuments, photography,
salaries for college students to think about and
more in Cougar Links.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Procrastination, library anxiety and
plagiarism: What do they have in common? 
Studies show that anxiety, procrastination and plagiarism
are connected. Let Collin College librarians help. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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 Plan your career path with CSCWE 
The Career Services and Cooperative Work
Experience invites you to get acquainted with all
the services available to you with no cost.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Student Health 101 available for free 
Get relevent health news, now. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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New chair set to take Honors into new
direction 

Collin College's Honors Insitute has a
new chair and a new direction.
 
Angela Putman, professor of communications studies, was
named the new chair.
 
Honors Institute offers small, interactive classes that are
reading, writing and discussion intensive. Class
environments foster open dialogue and debate among
students and professors, innovative class projects and
more.

Honors classes range from government, English, history,
foreign language, philosophy, humanities, algebra and
biology.

“Students have so many opportunities at Collin College for
getting involved,” Putman said. “If they want to take the
college experience beyond the classroom, they can. I think
the college is great in not only offering, but encouraging
such activities.”
 
Putman has taught at Collin College for three years. She
earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Western
Michigan University in organizational communication.
 
She said that academic rigor is subjective, but that there’s
a fine line between taking a student to their limit and
driving them beyond what they’re capable of.
 
“Personal rigor is different for every professor,” she said.
“For me, I pride myself in that I have the ability to get the
most out of students, but I don’t have to ask more of them
than what they can give. I think education should be
challenging. When I look back, the classes that were the
most difficult were the most rewarding.”
 
Putman said she wants to take Honors Institute in a new
direction.
 
That includes creating an honors degree should a student
graduate with a pre-determined number of honors classes.
She also wants to expand the number of honors core
classes.
 
Part of the challenge is involving students with the Honors
Institute. Putman believes the degree designation will give
students reason to challenge themselves with honors
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courses other than boosting their transcripts.
 
“Right now, the greatest challenge is making students
realize the intrinsic value of taking an honors course,”
Putman said.
 
For more information about the Honors Institute, visit
www.ccccd.edu/honors.
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Collin College celebrates Hispanic
Heritage Month 
Every Sept. 15-Oct. 15, the nation takes time to celebrate
the many contributions and accomplishments of the
Hispanic community.

This Hispanic Heritage Month, Collin College has a whole
slate of events that are free and open to the public.

The month culminates with a lecture by renowned writer
Dagoberto Gilb noon, Wednesday, Oct. 1, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center in Plano.

Gilb is the author of such celebrated works such as
Winners on the Pass Line, The Magic of Blood, The Last
Known Residence of Mickey Acuña, Woodcuts of Women
and Gritos. Recently he edited Hecho en Tejas: An
Anthology of Texas Mexican Literature (2006). He has won
a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship and the
PEN/Hemingway Award.

Gilb currently serves as professor of creative writing at
Texas State University. 

Other Hispanic Heritage Month events include:

Hispanic Heritage Art Exhibition - Friday, Sept. 19-
Tuesday, Sept. 30
Spring Creek Campus Library
Artifacts and art work from the Hispanic world will be on
display.

Hispanic Films - 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, Sept. 26
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center
A day-long slate of films from and featuring Hispanic
themes and characters. Films include: Cautiva, The Salt of
the Earth, The Motorcycle Diaries, Strawberry and
Chocolate and Innocent Voices.

Salsa Dance Class - Noon-1 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7
Spring Creek Campus Atrium
Salsa dance lessons hosted by Becky Pardue.

Hispanic Heritage Reading - 1:30-2:30 p.m., Tuesday,
Oct. 7
Spring Creek Campus Atrium
Readings by students and faculty of Hispanic poetry and
prose.

Also, as a part of Hispanic Heritage Month, the college will
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host Project Esperanza (Hope) through Sunday, Nov. 30.
Collection boxes for toys, shoes and clothes will be in
every campus bookstore. All items are delivered to orphans
around Latin America.

For more information, about these events contact Linda
Sears at lsears@ccccd.edu.
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Time is on your side: Weekend College
provides flexibility 
Variety is the spice of education.
 
Sure, there are day classes, night classes, online and
distance education. But Collin College offers students even
more opportunities to finish a degree through a number of
Weekend College formats.
 
Weekend College provides students with the opportunity to
earn associate of arts, associate of arts in teaching and
associate of science degrees while taking classes on
Friday evenings, Saturday mornings or afternoons and
Sunday afternoons.
 
“The reality is, for many of the Weekend College students,
the traditional course offerings just don’t meet their needs,”
said Sherry Schumann, Collin College’s associate vice
president of distance and Weekend College. “Weekend
College may just work better with their family or work
situations.”
 
Courses are offered in Express Blocks (eight-week or
three-weekend courses) and standard 16-week formats.
 
The Express Block option allows for a student to sign up
for one course at a time and is held three days a week for
a three-week block then the course ends. Students are
considered full-time by taking one class per block.
 
Another option is the Extended Block in which a student
takes a class all day Saturday for half a semester.
 
These blocks are beneficial because they begin and end in
a concise time, according to Schumann, who adds that
while students may be able to commit to an express block,
for example, they might not be able to arrange their
schedule to complete a 16-week course.
 
Additionally, Weekend College offers Maymester and
Wintermester two-week classes or the opportunity to take
classes on the weekend year round.
 
Currently, more than 100 Weekend College courses are
offered each semester between Friday night and Sunday
afternoon.
 
For more information about Weekend College, call
972.881.5801, e-mail weekendcollege@ccccd.edu or visit
www.ccccd.edu/studentservices/weekend/index.html .
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Theatre unveils 2008-09 season 

The seasons and years change,
but one thing stays the same:
high-quality production and
exciting shows from the Collin
Theatre Center.
 
The 2008-09 season is no
different. Five shows are on tap,
including two regional premieres
of new scripts. One of the
regional premieres is One Shot, One Kill written by Pultizer
Prize-nominee Richard Vetere, which runs from Oct. 14-19,
and the other is The Ruby Sunrise, directed by Collin
College professor Gail Cronauer, which runs from Dec. 4-
14.
 
"It is always challenging for our students, directors and
designers to work with new scripts.  We are honored to
have been given the opportunity to bring these two new
plays to life on our stage,” said Brad Baker, chair of the
Collin College theatre department. "This theatre season
may be our most exciting yet.  We have a great mix of
dramas, comedies and a family-friendly musical.”
 
All productions will be at the John Anthony Theatre or
Black Box Theatre, both  located on the Spring Creek
Campus.
 
Big Love
By Charles L. Mee
Oct. 9-19

Fifty brides flee their fifty grooms and seek refuge in a villa
on the coast of Italy in this modern re-making of one of the
western world's oldest plays, The Suppliant Women, by
Aeschylus. And, in this villa on the Italian coast, the fifty
grooms catch up with the brides and mayhem ensues: the
grooms arriving by helicopter in their flight suits, women
throwing themselves over and over again to the ground,
pop songs and romantic dances, and, finally, unable to
escape their forced marriages, 49 of the brides murder 49
of the grooms … and one bride falls in love. Note: This
show contains adult situations and is not recommended for
children. Directed by Robin Armstrong.
 
 
One Shot, One Kill
by Richard Vetere
Southwest Regional Premiere
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Oct. 14-19

Sergeant Nick Harris has just returned from a dangerous
mission during the early days of the Iraq War.  During his
debriefing with Major Mark Royce, Sgt. Harris requests to
be dismissed from the Corps.  What happened on that
mission? And who is really to blame? One Shot, One Kill
is a searing and uncompromised look at the machinations
of war. Mr. Vetere will visit Collin College to participate in
this production. Note: This play contains adult language
and discussions of the politics of war. Not recommended
for young patrons. Directed by Brad Baker.
 
 
The Ruby Sunrise
By Rinne Groff
Southwest Regional Premiere
Dec. 4-14

The Ruby Sunrise is a roller-coaster ride of surprises. The
play begins in 1927: a scruffy teenage girl hides out in a
barn in rural Indiana, where she scrounges electronic parts
and constructs the first television set. Could this have
really happened? If this were the truth, how many people
would be allowed to know about it? (Indeed, how many
people have ever heard the name of Philo Farnsworth, the
14-year-old farm boy who actually did build the first
television, only to have RCA cheat him out of any
royalties?) From the compelling story of young Ruby in Act
One, we are suddenly thrust into the world of 1950s New
York and the Golden Age of Television. In this world, there
are even more surprises. There are also lots of laughs,
although these are painful at times. Looking back at the
ludicrous conventions of 1950s TV, we wonder what we
could have been thinking at the time. Playwright Groff also
makes us wonder what we're thinking now, as young Ruby
explains how television will change the world. For example,
she is sure that it will put an end to war.  After all, who
could bear to see war in their living room? Directed by Gail
Cronauer.
 
 
Big River
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Music and Lyrics by Roger Miller
 
March 5-15

Big River follows young Huck in pre-Civil War America.
Huck is torn between the choices of living a wild,
responsibility-free life with his abusive drunken father
versus holding to the strict expectations of the townsfolk
who have taken him in. The young Huck also has to deal
with his confusion about what is right or wrong in the
world. Huck stages his own death so he can seek
adventures elsewhere, and he and runaway slave Jim
board a raft down the Mississippi. There, they find much
conflict and great joy as they encounter a slew of unique
characters and situations. They also learn a lot about
friendship and themselves. The story of their journey
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downstream is an American classic that captures the
rhythms, sounds and spirit of life on the big river. Note:
This show is perfect for the entire family. Directed by Mark
Mullino with choreography by Paula Morelan.
 
 
Don Juan in Chicago
By David Ives
April 30-May 10

Don Juan is a handsome, rich, sexually naïve nobleman in
sixteenth-century Spain. His servant, Leporello, urges him
to find a girlfriend and lead a normal life, but the Don is
more interested in finding the meaning of life through
books and alchemy. Afraid he won't have time to find it,
Don Juan calls up the Devil and cuts a deal that grants
him (and Leporello) immortality -- as long as Don Juan
seduces a different woman every day. Unfortunately, the
first woman he seduces is Dona Elvira, his true love. 
Infuriated by the Don's abandonment, Elvira cuts her own
deal with the Devil: She won't die until she sleeps with Don
Juan a second time. Four hundred years later, exhausted
by endless sex and still pursued by Elvira, Don Juan and
Leporello grapple with the sexual mores of contemporary
urban America.  With never any time to pursue the
meaning of life, Don Juan swears off sex after promising
Elvira one last evening with her. Hearing this, the Devil
calls in his debt. Will Don Juan, Leporello and Elvira be
doomed to eternal damnation … or, to eternal bliss?  A
hilarious comedy from the award-winning author of All in
the Timing. Note: This show contains adult situations, and
is not recommended for children.  Directed by Robin
Armstrong.
 
For more information, visit www.collintheatrecenter.com.
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Campus Dates 
THE ARTS gallery will welcome the world-renowned artist
John Collier and some of his most famous works through
Saturday, Sept. 13.  THE ARTS gallery is located at the
Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano. The exhibit is free and open to the public. Collier
will be on hand during an artist talk at 7 p.m., Thursday,
Sept. 11, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
A reception is set starting at 6 p.m. the same night in the
gallery. THE ARTS gallery hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9
a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. For more information about this show or future shows,
visit the gallery’s website at
www.ccccd.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873.

The Collin College Auteur Film Series will begin its 2008-
09 series with the screening of “Under the Same Moon,”
at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 16. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway in Plano. Seating is limited. Some
material may not be suitable for all audiences. “Under the
Same Moon” is rated PG-13 and run 106 minutes. “Under
the Same Moon” is presented in conjunction with Hispanic
Heritage Month. As with all the screenings, the film will be
followed by a panel discussion led by Collin College faculty
and staff. For more information about the Auteur Film
Series, visit www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr.
Carolyn Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu.  
 
Collin College and the Texas Historical Commission are
teaming up to present a workshop for those interesting in
conducting and recording oral histories pertaining to World
War II  titled “Here and There: Recollections of Texas in
World War II" is set from 9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Sept. 20,
at the Preston Ridge Campus Founder’s Hall, Room, F148,
located at 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco. The workshop is free
and open to the public. Seating is limited and registration is
required. For more information or to register, contact
William McWhorter, of the Texas Historical Commission, at
512.463.5833, Lisa Roy-Davis at 972.578.5511 or visit
www.thc.state.tx.us.
 
In conjunction with the Collin College Student Animators
Workshop, the series will present “Shorts!,” a series of
short films which support the series’ theme of The
Compleat Stranger: At Home Away From Home with the
Immigrant Figure in Film. “Shorts!” is set for 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Oct. 8, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and seating is limited.
Some material may not be suitable for all audiences. As
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with all the screenings, the film will be followed by a panel
discussion led by Collin College faculty and staff. For more
information about the Auteur Film Series, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at
cperry@ccccd.edu.

Collin College will present Fair Trade Day at the Spring
Creek Campus atrium from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Wednesday,
Oct. 8, in conjunction with the “Sugar Babies” documentary
screening and visit with the film’s producer later in the
month. 

Counseling Services is hosting a series of stress-busting
events for Collin College students. The events are set for
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 7, at the Preston
Ridge Campus; noon-12:45 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 8, at
the Spring Creek Campus; and 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 9, at the Central Park Campus. Contact
Pam Love-White at 972.548.6615 or e-mail plove-
white@ccccd.edu or contact Counseling Services at
972.881.5126.
 
Collin College will host a free screening of the
documentary “The Sugar Babies,” at 7 p.m., Tuesday,
Oct. 14, in the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
 
Collin College will host the producer of the documentary
“Sugar Babies” Dr. Claudia Chiesi for a breakfast
reception and conversation at 9 a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 15,
at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. For more
information, contact Juanita Austin at 972.881.5721.
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College News 

Dr. Taha Ansari, biology lab assistant, received her
doctoral degree in philosophy in mathematics from The
University Texas at Dallas.
-
Dr. Lisa Roy-Davis, professor of
English, was appointed to the
Committee Against Racism and Bias in the Teaching of
English for the National Council of Teachers of English.
Sonja Andrus, professor of English,
was appointed to the National Council
of Teachers of English/SLATE steering committee on
Social and Political Concerns.

Ashley Sears, Collin College culinary arts student,
received a $5,000 scholarship from the Greater Dallas
Restaurant Association.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
Share with the class. Send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu. 

Salaries by Major
The Wall Street Journal recently published a bevy of
statistics and numbers regarding one’s area of study and
salary comparisons. Good stuff for college students.
  
Souvenirs
Man replaces the real thing with souvenirs.
 
It’s Our Tree
Genealogy meets Facebook.
 
The Future of Suburbia
Freakonomics blog tackles the question of the suburb and
what lies ahead.
 
‘Projected Vision’
In the vein of Lorie Novak, photography meets projectors.
Not just for the family vacation slide shows any more.
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Procrastination, library anxiety and
plagiarism: What do they have in
common? 
By Terri Karlseng
Librarian, Preston Ridge Campus

As a Preston Ridge Campus librarian, I spend my days
helping students find resources they need for various
assignments and teaching library instruction classes.

In one of these classes, while demonstrating a sample
search in one of our college databases, I came across a
very interesting article, titled "I'll Go to the Library
Tomorrow: The Role of Procrastination in Library Anxiety.”
The article described a study conducted on 135 graduate
students at a southeastern university.

The results showed students’ reasons for academic
procrastination and were broken down into four categories:
fear of failure, barriers with library staff, comfort with the
library and knowledge of the library.

Academic procrastination, experienced by as many as 95
percent of college students, according to the article,
obviously results in negative academic outcomes and
avoidance behavior, caused by library anxiety, threatens
students' ability to complete a task successfully. “Academic
procrastination raises students’ anxiety and sinks their self-
esteem,” according to Eric Hoover in an article published in
the Chronicle of Higher Education.

The point is, if this many students experience high levels of
procrastination because of library anxiety, imagine the
feelings of the students at Collin College. Many are just out
of high school or returning students entering a library filled
with constantly changing technologies -- online catalogs
and databases, an ever burgeoning collection of ebooks,
not to mention the Library of Congress Cataloging System.
Many of these students believe everyone else is adept at
using the library and are ashamed to ask for help.

It should come as no surprise that further studies show
procrastination and library anxiety are major factors
contributing to the rampant increase of plagiarism on
college campuses today.

Today’s students only need do a quick Google search,
enter a string of search terms and copy and paste the
results into their papers. Having been raised on TV and the
Internet they have the world of information at their
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fingertips. Most students think because they are good with
computers they are good researchers. Unfortunately, library
databases are not as user friendly as a search engine.
This causes unnecessary frustration and in many cases a
quick trip to Google or Wikipedia. I can’t tell you how many
times I’ve heard, “Oh, my paper’s written…I just need to
find some books to use in my works cited page.”

Collin College professors should schedule an instruction
session for his or her classes. A library instruction session
lets students know librarians are here to help them, which
in turn makes them feel comfortable asking for help. Many
students think everyone working in the library is a librarian.
Librarians are required to have a master’s degree and
most specialize in specific disciplines. We don’t claim to
know everything but given a few minutes I guarantee we
can find what you need.

Stop by the reference desk or schedule an instruction
session online at www.ccccd.edu/cs/lrc/lrc.html, or call the
Central Park library at 972.548.6869, the Preston Ridge
Campus library at 972.377.1571 or the Spring Creek
Campus library at 972.881.5985.
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Plan your career path with CSCWE 
By Teresa Danner
Career Services and Cooperative Work
Experience Specialist

 
The Career Services and Cooperative Work Experience
department invites you to get acquainted with all the
services available to you with no cost. 
 
Career Services centers provide individualized career
planning and development services to Collin students
and area residents. You can assess your personal
interests, explore potential career paths, and launch an
effective job search from any one of our three primary
locations.
 
The Career Planning Process allows our professional staff
to guide students in career exploration and planning along
with helping students build the skills necessary to prepare
for a work environment.  We recommend some or all of the
following action steps as you move along in your college
career.
 
Action Step One:
Make an appointment to meet with a career counselor.

Action Step Two:
During the appointment discuss your interests, educational
goals, personal strengths and determine next steps in
academic and career planning.

Action Step Three:
When recommended, take appropriate
inventories/assessments in a Career Center.

Action Step Four:
Set an appointment to meet with the career counselor for
interpretation of the assessments and to discuss research
and exploration techniques and resources.

Action Step Five:
Do some personal homework to research occupations
using research websites and tools such as O.O.H.
(Occupational Outlook Handbook) and O’Net; talk with
faculty in areas of interest; volunteer or work part-time to
explore options; take a class to confirm abilities; or conduct
an “information interview” with someone in a specific
career.

Action Step Six:
Meet with the career counselor to discuss the results of the
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research and exploration, and discuss “top choices” and
“next steps.”

Action Step Seven:
For future job search and career development, you may
prepare your resume and have it critiqued in the Career
Center.  You may also take advantage of the job search
coaching options including a mock interview to help with
your interview techniques.
 
In addition, we provide services in On-campus and Off-
campus Employment, and for-credit work experiences.  For
more information, visit or contact your Career Center at
Central Park, 972.548.6764; Preston Ridge 972.377.1781;
or Spring Creek Campus 972.881.5781.  .
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Student Health 101 available for free 
The newest edition of Student Health 101 is available. 

Student Health 101 is available to all Collin College
students by clicking here. 

This month's issue contains the Roommate Survival Guide,
articles about fitness, sexual assault awareness, food
allegies and time management. 
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