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 President wins Pacesetter award 
Collin College President Cary Israel
was named the “Pacesetter of the
Year” Oct. 21 by district 4 of the
National Council for Marketing and
Public Relations (NCMPR).
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Book-in-Common author set for November
visit 
Lecture, book signings at Preston Ridge
and Spring Creek campuses highlight this
annual event.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Q&A: Dr. Levi Bryant 
Cougar News talks with one of the Professor
of the Year nominees. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Central Park Campus construction continues

Several of the construction projects at the Central
Park Campus are almost done. Take a look.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College honors Living Legends 
Collin College recognizes some of
the best and brightest of Collin
County as Living Legends.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Basketball teams' arrows pointing up 
Cagers gear up for 2008-09
campaigns.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
Find a date and save it.

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C2435283%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C2763500%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C2164259%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C116894%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C411232%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C1464318%2Cb11


Hospitality November 2008 Newsletter

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000307217.cfm[4/13/12 2:17:07 PM]

submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
Honors, events and much more in College News.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 KIP lecture takes on autism 
The Knowledge is Power lecture series is back taking on
an important and relevent medical issue. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Water witches and regenerating body parts.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Quick Facts 
The following table presents the number of students who
graduated from Collin College’s service area high schools
in 2008, and the percentage of graduates who
subsequently enrolled at Collin College in the fall of 2008.

[Click Here for Full Story] 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar

President wins Pacesetter award 
Collin College President Cary Israel was
named the “Pacesetter of the Year” Oct.
21 by district 4 of the National Council
for Marketing and Public Relations
(NCMPR).

The honor recognizes a chief executive
officer at a community college who has
demonstrated extraordinary leadership
and support of college communications
and marketing. The Pacesetter Award is the most
prestigious honor presented by NCMPR and is awarded
annually in each of the organization’s seven districts. There
are 169 colleges in district 4, spanning the states of
Arkansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas and
Wyoming.

According to Dr. J. Robert Collins, who chairs the college’s
Board of Trustees, “Dr. Israel’s success begins with a
heart-felt zeal for the mission of the community college. A
natural communicator, Dr. Israel is a true asset to our
institution and to the board because he is a strong, astute
leader who is passionate about higher education as well as
our community.”

The win automatically advances Dr. Israel to the national
competition. NCMPR will name the national Pacesetter of
the Year at its national conference in March. Nationwide,
NCMPR has more than 1,500 members at 600 institutions. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar

Book-in-Common author set for
November visit 
For this year’s Book-In-Common
program, Collin College students,
faculty and staff will read All
Souls, a Michael Patrick
MacDonald story about pride,
family and survival in south
Boston.

A Book-In-Common presentation
and book signing will be held at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, at
the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway, in Plano
and at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 13, at the Preston Ridge
Campus Event Center, 9700 Wade Blvd., in Frisco.

A writer’s workshop featuring MacDonald will also be held
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 13, at the SCC Conference
Center.

Additionally, a screening of “In America” takes place at 7
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 6, at the Angelika Film Center,
located at The Shops at Legacy, 7205 Bishop Road, in
Plano.

Collin College’s Book-in-Common program, which is in its
third year, is a collaborative project created by the Center
for Scholarly & Civic Engagement and the Communications
and Humanities Division.

For more information about Book-In-Common events,
contact Betty Bettacchi at 972.881.5730, Delores Zumwalt
at 972.881.5954 or Lauryn Angel-Cann at 972.377.1514. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000307217.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C116897%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C2435283%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C2763500%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C2164259%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C116894%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C411232%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C307217%2C0%2C1464318%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/mod_print_view.cfm?this_id=1246009&u=cccc&show_issue_date=F&issue_id=000307217&lid=b11&uid=0&XXDESXXpower=Created%20with%20%3Cb%3E%3Ca%20href%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Ecom%2Fcreate%3EeNewsBuilder%3C%2Fa%3E%3C%2Fb%3E


Book-in-Common author set for November visit

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001246009.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 2:17:21 PM]

News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Nov. 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be emailed to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Q&A: Dr. Levi Bryant

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001234678.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/13/12 2:17:28 PM]

Dr. Levi Bryant

HOME

November I 2008: 
Number 545

College Links

www.ccccd.edu

CougarWeb

View Credit Class Schedule

View Continuing Education Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

Cougarcast

In This Issue...

President wins Pacesetter award 

Book-in-Common author set for
November visit 

Q&A: Dr. Levi Bryant 

Central Park Campus construction
continues 

College honors Living Legends 

Basketball teams' arrows pointing up

Campus Dates 

College News 

KIP lecture takes on autism 

Cougar Links 

Quick Facts 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:
 

 Add  Remove
 Send as HTML

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar

Q&A: Dr. Levi Bryant 
Editor's Note: Over the next
several issues, Cougar News will
talk with the four nominees for
Collin College's Professor of the
Year award. The winner will be
announced at the January All
College Day. 

Dr. Levi Bryant
Professor of Philosophy

What is your teaching
philosophy?
My fundamental conviction is that
it is categorically impossible for anyone to learn if they do
not have a desire to learn. When we look at the
development of young children, we discern that their
learning always develops along the contours of desires
borne of the unique world and circumstances they inhabit. 
 
For example, one child might develop a spectacular
capacity for language due to the desire to speak to others
and improve their circumstances, while another might
develop the capacity for building and engineering out of a
desire to make what they do not have. Yet another might
develop a terrific sense of humor out of a desire to amuse
other people. In each instance, the region of the world that
illuminates itself or is noticed by the infant is a function of
desire, not the result of a simple transfer of information. 
Put otherwise, what counts as information for a child is
already a function of interest or desire and where there is
no interest or desire, there is only, for the child, noise or
something that might as well not exist.
 
I believe this simple observation has profound pedagogical
consequences. If it is true that learning is a function of
desire, then the first principle of teaching cannot be the
simple exchange of information between educator and
student, but rather the production of desire or wonder on
the part of the student. Just as a person who is not hungry
will not eat, the person who lacks wonder or desire is
incapable of learning. 
 
Thought is not an ordinary capacity of human beings, but is
rather something that only occurs when we face a problem,
failed routine, or something extra-ordinary.  For the most
part, we relate to the world in terms of habit and familiarity.
For example, we completely lose a sense of what we're
doing while driving long distances, and only become aware
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of what we're doing when another car comes too close or
when we have to get off at a particular exit. Prior to any
exchange at information, effective pedagogy should thus
aim at a problematization of the world, transforming what is
familiar and "obvious" into something that is mysterious and
worthy of questioning. 
 
Through this defamiliarization a sense of wonder and
desire is produced that renders the student open to
learning. I strive to produce such a transformation in my
students through drawing on a mixture of paradox, humor,
anecdote, references to history, popular culture and
science that seeks to shift what seems obvious and self-
apparent into something that is mysterious and capable of
producing thought.
 
What is most rewarding about your job?
 For me the most rewarding moment of teaching occurs
when a student moves from a state of apathy, lacking any
interest in the world around them, to a state where they
are lit up with curiosity, developing a ferocious appetite to
know and understand, becoming filled with questions and
beginning to engage in the happy labor of gathering
material that might provide them with answers. 
 
There is something about this bloom of curiosity that is
infectious and like the very essence of life or vitality itself. 
Like all infections, the infection of curiosity is contagious
and helps to spur my own passion for teaching and
learning and that hopefully helps to spur a passion for
learning among others the student relates encounters. I
like to think that the world would be a better place if more
people were curious and that most of the most horrible
things that take place in the world are the result of a lack
of curiosity or the belief that certain things are self-evident
or obvious.  I thus take great satisfaction and comfort that I
might have played a role in catalyzing such curiosity.
 
What challenges do you face and how do you
overcome them?
I suppose the biggest challenge I face is how to balance
time. In addition to teaching, I do a great deal of research,
publishing and presenting. I am also involved in the college
in a variety of ways.  It is difficult to find enough hours in
the day to balance all of these activities. However, were I
not to engage in these activities I fear that I would lose my
freshness in the classroom and my sense of satisfaction
with life. I consequently have to budget my time very
carefully to ensure that I am able to fulfill  all of my
responsibilities.
 
Was there a moment during your own education that
you revisit or maybe draw inspiration from?
I often think back to the first time I read (Rene) Descartes'
Discourse on Method in high school.  Prior to that, I did
very poorly in mathematics. However, after reading this
book I suddenly understood what mathematics is and why
it is important. What Descartes explained that no textbook
or teacher had before explained was why mathematics is
unique and important. It led me to see how mathematics is
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the basic structure of time and space.
 
The lesson I draw from this is that where teaching is
concerned it is not simply the "whats" that are important,
but the "whys" as well. If a student doesn't understand that
calculus is the language of things undergoing continuous
variation and how this connects to the world, it's likely that
the student will find it difficult to get much out of calculus. 
 
Likewise, if the student doesn't understand what was going
on historically, scientifically, and politically during the
Enlightenment and how these issues persist today, it is
difficult for the student to get very worked up by the
questions of epistemology or knowledge that characterize
the philosophies of this time period.
 
Philosophy is a discipline with many different areas of
study interest. Which interests you more? Is there an
area that maybe you aren't necessarily an "expert" in,
but interests you more so than others?
I am primarily interested in questions of metaphysics,
epistemology and social and political philosophy. As I
understand it, there is a deep link between how we
understand the world and what we do in the world. The
beliefs that we have about the world determine the
decisions that we make and consequently the way in which
we will act. Our actions, of course, affect other people.
Consequently, what we believe is an ethical issue as well
insofar as our beliefs will impact others through our
actions. 
 
For example, if I believe global warming is a hoax or has
nothing to do with humans, I will have no reservations
about voting a particular way or buying particular types of
cars, etc. While I might refer to this belief as my "private,
personal opinion," it directly impacts those around me if it
happens to be wrong. 
 
I am interested in metaphysics because the manner in
which we understand the fundamental nature of reality has
a decisive impact on how we relate to the world and
investigate the world.  I am interested in epistemology
because the manner in which we understand knowledge,
how we arrive at knowledge, and the nature of truth has an
impact on what claims we entertain, who we perceive as
being credible, and how we go about investigating (or not
investigating) the world.  I am interested in questions of
social and political philosophy because I desire a more
just, free, and compassionate world and believe that it is
possible to contribute to the production of such a world by
becoming clear about the nature of the social, why people
so often seem to desire their own oppression or desire
things against their own interest (as Plato describes in his
famous allegory of the cave), and by making alternative
ways of living available to public discourse. 
 
Often we see the social world as having to obviously exist
in a particular way and various forms of social organization
as being "natural." Social and political thought renders
other alternatives available that might be more just,
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harmonious, and satisfying, as can be observed in the
case of the Enlightenment thinkers who showed how
something other than monarchy was possible in the form of
democracy. I see the questions of metaphysics,
epistemology, and social and political thought as being
inter-related.
 
If you weren't a professor, what would you be doing
right now?
I have wanted to be a professor since I was roughly 15
years old, so I haven't really considered other possibilities.
However, I suppose that were I to pursue another career it
would lie in the domain of non-governmental organizations.
I would enjoy organizing people and contributing to making
the world a better place. Whatever other career I pursued it
would involve a life of service to others and not simply
personal gain.
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Central Park Campus construction
continues 

Central Park Campus construction progress  as of October 28th, 2008

The “Permanent Improvement” from the acronym TIPI
(Temporary Inconvenience, Permanent Improvement) is in
full swing at the Central Park Campus, in McKinney.
 
According to Dr. Mary McRae, vice president and provost
of the Central Park Campus:
 

The new conference center was utilized for the first
time for the Debate Watch in October hosting about
238 attendees.
The brick is going up on the new library and the
dome is nearly complete. The library is on pace to
meet its April completion date goal. Library staff will
move in in May and be open to the public in August.
Student Development Center and the College
Bookstore are still on schedule to be completed in
the November/December time frame.
The new parking structure is nearing completion and
should be opening for the public in the
November/December time frame.
Central Park campus has seen the largest
enrollment ever this fall with more than 3,000
students.

 
See the day-by-day progress at a live webcam’s view of
the construction here.
 
Also, view progress reports through a series of monthly
slideshows with photos and more information.
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College honors Living Legends 

Marilyn Brooks and
Rutledge Haggard, both
of Plano, Mary Nelle
Cummins of McKinney
and Donald Dillard,
whose contributions
have impacted Collin
County, will be recognized as the Collin College
Foundation’s 2008 Living Legends during a ceremony and
dinner starting at 7 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 8, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center in Plano.

Each recipient at the event – themed “Jewels of our
Community, Treasures to Honor” – will be honored for their
contributions to Collin County and for exemplifying the
college’s core values – Learning, Service and Involvement,
Creativity and Innovation, Academic Excellence, Dignity
and Respect, and Integrity.
 
In its sixth year, the event supports the Living Legends
Scholarship Fund, which provides scholarships for
deserving Collin College students.
 
“Our community has extraordinary individuals who touch
lives of many people by giving of themselves or getting
involved with organizations that help others,” Ron Johnson,
Collin College Foundation board chair, said. “The 2008
Living Legend honorees represent several different facets
of making a difference.”
 
“These four individuals have enriched Collin County in so
many ways. Their collective gifts of leadership, enthusiasm
and passion for making a difference is evidenced by their
stellar contributions,” Collin College President Cary Israel
said. “We are honored that they are part of our community,
and we thank them for their outstanding service and
advocacy.”
 
Individual tickets to the Living Legends ceremony and
event, in which the community is invited to participate, can
be purchased for $60 each or $450 for a table of eight.
 
Additionally, sponsorships are available to support the
Living Legends Scholarship Fund through a special
contribution as Ruby Patron Sponsors at $10,000,
Sapphire Humanitarian sponsors at $5,000 or Emerald
Mentor Sponsors at $2,500.
 
For more information about the Living Legends event or
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sponsorship, call Mary Frazier,   executive director for
Collin College Foundation, at 972.599.3143 or view the
Living Legends Web site at
http://foundation.ccccd.org/livinglegends .
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Basketball teams' arrows pointing up 
By Justin Jones
Special Contributor

Men's Basketball Team

Men's team builds on experience

Jim Sigona and his Collin College men’s basketball team
may have lost their three leading scorers from last season
but the coach, who is in his 21st season with the Cougars,
still has high expectations for his team.

“This year’s team will have a little experience back with
five guys returning who know what to expect,” said Sigona,
whose team finished 21-9 last season. “We also have
NCAA Division I and JUCO transfers. Our goal is to finish
in the top four, and hopefully we can finish strong and do
well in the regional tournament.”

Among those returning this season are forward Gilberto
Clavell, and guards Adam Brown and Cedric Henderson.

Brown broke his arm last season and missed the entire
second half, and he is looking forward to this year,
according to Sigona, who added that if the Cougars would
have had Brown healthly last year then they would have
won conference.

Clavell, Sigona describes, is like Rocky Balboa.

“Gilberto plays hard and is always battling and will get to
the free throw line,” Sigona said. “Adam has a good feel
for the game while Cedric is a much-improved point guard
who can really play in the open floor and can get by
people.” 
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Meanwhile, forward Matt Read should have an immediate
impact.

The 6-9, 225-pound forward is a NCAA Division I transfer
from the University of Texas-Arlington, who Sigona says
can shoot the 3 and is a great passer, which will open
things up inside for the Cougars.

According to reports, Read plans to sign a letter of intent in
November to play for the University of Utah.

Collin College’s other transfer is Jordan Smith, a “very
skilled shooter from Paris Junior College, according to
Sigona.

Responsibilities for manning the inside for the Cougars will
go to Collin Perkins and Eric Lewis, along with Jason
Jackson. 
“Our inside play … we are very solid at the post and have
great depth,” Sigona said. “The keys to our team will be
how well our guards come along.”

Ultimately, however, the success of the Cougars’ season
might come down to how well the team finishes games –
something that plagued the team last season.

“Not only do we have to try to finish in the top four, but our
team has to learn to not have mental breakdowns,” Sigona
said. “When those games become one or two possession
games … the guys understand that [the possessions are
critical]. Hopefully it will carry over to when you are in big
games.”

****

Garner, teammates makes women's coach
optimistic

Women's  Basketball Team

For the first time in Jeff Allen’s 5-year tenure as coach of
the Collin College women’s basketball team, he thinks he
has 11 “solid” players who can contribute right away.

Heading this list for the Cougars, who finished last season
10-6 in conference play and 18-12 overall, is sophomore

mailto:mrobinson@ccccd.edu
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Nikki Garner.

According to Allen, Garner will be important to Collin
College’s success.

“She was a starter last year and understands what it will
take to win in our conference” Allen said about his point
guard who averaged 10.6 points and 7.8 assists per game
last season. “Nikki is an extremely quick point guard who
can score and get people involved in the offense.”

Among Garner’s teammates whom Allen expects to help
right away are sophomores Codi Starks and Deltrice
Daniel.

Daniel is a NCAA Division I transfer from Sam Houston
State and Starks, who sat out last season for the
Cougars, is a transfer from McLennan Community College.

“(Starks) brings experience and has a good basketball IQ,”
Allen said. “(Daniels) can shoot, and she too brings
college-level playing experience.”

Aside from Garner, Starks and Daniel, Yuliya Pantsiukh is
the only other sophomore listed on a Collin College roster
that includes 10 freshmen.

“We will take the same approach as every season and
work hard,” Allen said. “I think our strength this year is our
depth, and we have a great ‘team’ attitude and chemistry.” 

The Cougars’ regular-season opener is at 5:30 p.m.,
Monday, Nov. 3, at the Spring Creek Campus.

For more information including a schedule, roster and
more, visit www.ccccd.edu/athletics.
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Campus Dates 
The Baptist Student Ministry is hosting Dr. Frank Turek,
who will present “I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an
Atheist” from 7-9 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 1, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center. Dr. Turek is a TV host
and award-winning author. The event is free and open to
the public. 
 
Collin College will host “The Return of the Night,” a star-
gazing party, from 7-9:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 4, at the
Preston Ridge Campus west parking lot. Telescopes will be
provided. Contact Dr. Christian Aars at caars@ccccd.edu
for more information.

The Collin College Auteur Film Series’ will screen “In
America” at 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 6, at the Angelika Film
Center, at The Shops at Legacy, 7205 Bishop Road in
Plano.  Seating is limited. Some material may not be
suitable for all audiences. “In America” is rated PG-13 and
run 105 minutes. The film will be followed by a panel
discussion led by Collin College faculty and staff. For more
information about the Auteur Film Series, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at
cperry@ccccd.edu. 

Collin College will host A Trio of Jazz Concerts featuring
the Jazz Combo Too, Jazz Combo PM and the Texas
Instruments Jazz Band at 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 8, at the
John Anthony Theatre located at the Spring Creek
Campus. Tickets are $5 at the door and free with a Collin
College ID. 

Marilyn Brooks and Rutledge Haggard, both of Plano, Mary
Nelle Cummins of McKinney and Donald Dillard will be
recognized as the Collin College Foundation’s 2008 Living
Legends during a ceremony and dinner starting at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 8, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center in Plano. Individual tickets to the Living Legends
ceremony and event, in which the community is invited to
participate, can be purchased for $60 each or $450 for a
table of eight. Sponsorships are available to support the
Living Legends Scholarship Fund through a special
contribution as Ruby Patron Sponsors at $10,000,
Sapphire Humanitarian sponsors at $5,000 or Emerald
Mentor Sponsors at $2,500. For more information about
the Living Legends event or sponsorship, call 972.599.3143
or visit http://foundation.ccccd.org/livinglegends.

The 2008 Book-in-Common program will feature the
memoir All Souls by Michael Patrick MacDonald. The
author will host lectures and book signings at 7 p.m.,
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Wednesday, Nov. 12, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center and at 7 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 13, at
the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center. Also, MacDonald
will host a writer’s workshop at 10 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 13,
at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Events
are free and open to the public. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/bookincommon. 

The Global EDGE Tech Prep staff will distribute Tech Prep
petition forms and help you determine if you qualify for free
college credit by taking Tech Prep courses in Collin, Hunt
or Rockwall counties. Dates include: Friday, Nov. 14 and
Thursday, Dec. 4 at the Central Park Campus Atrium;
Tuesday, Nov. 11 and Tuesday, Dec. 9 at the Spring
Creek Campus Atrium; and Wednesday, Nov. 19 and
Thrusday, Dec. 11, at the Preston Ridge Campus Founders
Hall. All dates are from 12:30-3 p.m. If you have any
questions or would like further information call the Global
EDGE office at 972-548-6723 or visit the website at
www.ccccd.edu/globaledge .  

The Health Information Technology program will host
two information sessions from 6-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov.
13, at the Central Park Campus room E216 and 10-11:30
a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 18, at the Spring Creek Campus,
room D234. College officials will discuss curriculum, job
opportunities and general information about health
information technology.

The Collin Dance Ensemble and the Chaddick Dance
Theater in Austin will be the featured performers at the
annual Dance Fusion. Shows are scheduled for 8 p.m.,
Friday, Nov. 14, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 15, at
the John Anthony Theatre, located at the Spring Creek
Campus. Tickets are available at the door and cost $8
general admission and $5 for students and senior citizens.
For more information, call 972.881.5107 or visit
www.ccccd.edu/dance.

Collin College will screen “The Kite Runner” as part of its
2008-09 Auteur Film Series at 7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 17, at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. The event
is free and open to the public. Seating begins at 6:30 p.m.
This year’s theme is The Compleat Stranger: At Home
Away From Home with the Immigrant Figure in Film.
Seating is limited. Some material may not be suitable for
all audiences. “The Kite Runner” is rated PG-13 and run
128 minutes. The film will be followed by a panel
discussion led by Collin College faculty and staff. For more
information about the Auteur Film Series, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at
cperry@ccccd.edu. 

The Knowledge is Power lecture series at Collin College
will discuss childhood autism with  Dr. Amy Helms,
professor of biology, and Elaine Wilkinson, professor of
child development and education. The pair will present
“Autism: Beyond Rain Man” from 1-2 p.m., Wednesday,
Nov. 19, at the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center, 9700
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Wade Blvd. in Frisco. The event is free and open to the
public. Refreshments and dessert will be served. A
question-and-answer session will follow the lecture. For
more information, contact Brett Adams at 972.377.1604 or
e-mail badams@ccccd.edu or Sukanya Subramanian at
972.377.1583 or ssubramanian@ccccd.edu. 

Collin College’s 17th annual Holiday Gift and Craft Fair
is set from 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 3, in the
Spring Creek Campus Atrium. The event is free and open
to the public. Choose from a number of wares including
pottery, holiday floral arrangements, wooden art figurines,
candles, jewelry, paintings, wreaths, ornaments and more.
For more information, contact Karen Knapp at
972.881.5606 or Sandra Claborn at 972.578.5536. 

Collin College will host its annual Fall Jazz Concert
featuring the Latin Jazz Ensemble and the award-winning
Jaztet One and Jazz Lab Band at 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6,
at the John Anthony Theatre located on the Spring Creek
Campus. Tickets are $5 at the door and free with a Collin
College ID.
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College News 
Mark Kaufmann, professor of
commercial art, won a 2008
Lone Star Emmy as executive
producer of Allen City TV’s “The
Adventures of … David
Chicken.” The Lone Star Emmy
awards, presented by The
Texas Chapter of the National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences, honor the best
television programming in
Texas’ 19 television markets.

Collin College’s Sigma Chi Eta will receive
the Raymie E. McKerrow Chapter of the
Year Award at the National Community
Association. Sigma Chi Eta is the national

communications honor society. The award was bestowed
on a chapter that best exemplifies the goals of the NCA
including recognizing and foster academic achievement in
communication studies, stimulating interest in
communications, promoting professional development,
providing a stage to exchange ideas and explore options
for community college students who plan to transfer to a
university.

Collin Colleges’ public relations department won four
National Council for Marketing and Public Relations
awards at its district 4 conference in Wyoming in
October. The winners were: gold for the Connections
newsletter; gold for Heather Darrow’s feature story,
“Surmounting Walls with Educational Footholds”; bronze
for Mark Robinson’s feature story, “The Road is His
Research”; and bronze for the summer 2008 movie
commercial.

Angela Putman, professor of communication studies
and Honors Institute chair, was elected to serve on the
Two-Year College Committee of the National Collegiate
Honors Council.  The position is a three-year
appointment.
 
Professors Rosemary Karr and Marilyn Massey
participated as panelists in a developmental education
webinar for the National Institute for Staff and
Organizational Development (NISOD). The discussion
focused on national trends and promising practices
discovered through years of experience as leaders in the
classroom and college environments.
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Collin College’s biotechnology program received
recognition from Governor Rick Perry and first lady Anita
Perry for its leadership in “upholding the Texas Skills
Standards Board’s recognized industry standards” in a
declaration of recognition was signed Sept. 12, 2008.
 
Steve Hardy, associate vice president for Continuing
Education and Workforce Development, was appointed to
serve on the North Central Texas Workforce Development
Board. The Board provides leadership to an extensive
network of workforce centers and service providers in a
14-county area of North Central Texas. 
 
Civic Ventures, a leading thinktank on boomers and work,
has published “Pathways to Encore Careers” and features
Collin College’s program to help laid-off and retired
boomers with math backgrounds retrain as high school
math teachers. The program of Collin’s Center for
Teaching, Learning and Professional Development, was
funded by the MetLife Foundation/Civic Ventures
Community College Encore Career Grant.
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KIP lecture takes on autism 
Childhood autism is the topic of the upcoming Knowledge
is Power lecture series at Collin College.
 
Dr. Amy Helms, professor of biology, and Elaine Wilkinson,
professor of child development and education, will present
“Autism: Beyond Rain Man” from 1-2 p.m., Wednesday,
Nov. 19, at the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center, 9700
Wade Blvd. in Frisco.
 
The event is free and open to the public. Refreshments
and dessert will be served.
 
The diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) is on
the rise in the United States and the world. Currently, it is
estimated that one in 150 children in the United States will
be diagnosed with an ASD.
 
Dr. Helms will address the most recent research in
understanding the causes of ASD, both genetic and
environmental. Evidence that differences in brain structure,
brain activity and brain chemistry play a role in the
development of the disorder will be presented as well as
the purported link between autism and vaccines and other
environmental factors. 
 
Wilkinson, will discuss autism as a complex developmental
disability that typically appears during the first three years
of life and how it affects a person’s ability to communicate
and interact with others.
 
A question-and-answer session will follow the lecture.
 
The Knowledge is Power lecture series pairs professors
from different academic arenas into one discussion about a
topic relevant in global current issues.
 
For more information, contact Brett Adams at 972.377.1604
or e-mail badams@ccccd.edu or Sukanya Subramanian at
972.377.1583 or ssubramanian@ccccd.edu.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu.
 
‘Lead In Your Haunches’
The life and times of the water witch in California.
 
Why can't we grow new body parts?
Alan Russell, talking about our regeneration.  

Fake Model Photography
Real scenes made to look like railroad models. 

Tru hated
Movie critic Roger Ebert gives a scathing review. 

Visual Thesaurus
For those who thought a "thesaurus" was a dinosaur. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Quick Facts 
The following table presents the number of students who graduated from Collin College’s service area high
schools in 2008, and the percentage of graduates who subsequently enrolled at Collin College in the fall of
2008.
 
Overall, 10,247 students graduated from the area high schools and roughly one-fourth of them enrolled at
Collin College in FY2008. In terms of numbers, Plano East, Plano Senior High, Allen and Plano West high
schools contributed the highest number of graduates. In terms of five-year average percentage enrollment,
roughly 30 percent of the graduates from Frisco Centennial, Wylie, Frisco, Plano East and McKinney North
high schools enrolled at Collin College.
(The table is presented in a descending order of five year average enrollment at Collin College).

 FY2004 FY2008

Five-Year
Average Percent
Enrolled at Collin

CollegeHigh School

Total
Number of
HS Grads

Percent
Enrolled in

Fall at
Collin

College
Number of
HS Grads

Percent Enrolled
in Fall at Collin

College

Frisco Centennial  NA NA            550 36% 35%

Wylie        340 26%            508 33% 30%

Frisco        511 32%            431 29% 30%

Plano East     1,217 29%         1,263 28% 29%

McKinney North        308 27%            370 31% 29%

Allen        870 29%         1,191 28% 29%

Anna          77 34%              95 27% 28%

Prosper          71 28%            145 26% 28%

McKinney        391 28%            386 26% 27%

Melissa  NA NA              53 28% 27%

Blue Ridge          38 24%              51 27% 26%

Community          91 23%              99 28% 26%

Plano Senior     1,137 25%         1,261 24% 25%

*The Colony        409 26%            438 26% 25%

McKinney Boyd  NA NA            322 23% 23%

Celina          84 21%            102 27% 22%

Princeton        142 22%            172 21% 21%

Farmersville          83 24%              92 24% 20%

Plano West        849 15%         1,003 14% 16%

LINC Center          81 14%              63 11% 16%

*Rockwall        585 11%            450 14% 13%

*Hebron        374 0%            534 14% 12%

*Royse City        199 5%            230 14% 8%

*Rockwall Heath  NA NA            334 7% 7%

Prestonwood          70 0%            104 3% 3%
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Total     7,927 23%       10,247 24% 24%

Source: Recent High School Graduates Enrollment Tracking Report, September 2008.

*Service Area

Sources:  High school graduate numbers were self-reported by the respective high schools in the respective years via Collin
College's Office of Recruitment and Programs for New Students. 

Note:  For the Detailed report visit the IRO website:
http://intranet.ccccd.edu/iro/information/pdata/pdf/hs_grads_enrolled_at_CCCCD_Fall%202008.pdf

For questions or comments contact Nasreen Ahmad at 972.377.1610 or nahmad@ccccd.edu.
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