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 A Year in Review: 2008-09 
Remember 2008-09.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Theatre announces 2009-10 season 
Laughs and drama, the Collin Theatre Center has
something for everyone this season. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 New hybrid classes give students more
options 
Combo platter of in-class and online instruction gives Collin
College students flexibility. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Transfer Tip 
Students have rights in
disputing transferable hours.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Get out your calendars and mark these dates.
They're important.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
More links to fill your day with.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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A Year in Review: 2008-09 

The 2008-09 year for Collin College included a lot. Along
with the accomplishments, awards, speakers came times
of hard work, struggle and trying to juggle the events of the
world around us with the daily grind of class, office work
and class presentations. 

Cougar News wanted to take a brief glance at 2008-09 and
recap just what happened at Collin College.

DBU added to pre-admission program
Collin College started its fiscal year with a bang by adding
Dallas Baptist University to its pre-admission partner list,
rounding it off to 10 colleges and universities.
 
As part of the program, Collin College students who are
accepted into the Patriot Partner Program took advanteage
of perks such as guaranteed admission, access to
advisors, seamless transfer of credits, access to DBU’s
library, fitness center, writing center and math lab.
Admission to athletic events. Also, participating students
have access to scholarships and those with a 3.5 or better
grade point average had the opportunity to join DBU’s
honors program.

Other partner institutions include: Austin College, Baylor
University, Southern Methodist University, Texas A&M
University, Texas A&M University-Commerce, Texas Tech
University, Texas Woman’s University, The University of
Texas at Dallas and the University of North Texas. 
 
For more information, contact Collin College’s Transfer U
at 972.985.3734 or at http://transferu.cccccd.edu. 
 
Debate Watches highlight exciting election season
 
 
Playwright Vetere stops by
In October, the Collin Theatre Center hosted the southwest
regional premiere of Richard Vetere’s One Shot, One Kill.
The Pulitzer Prize-nominated writer visited the college and
lectured to a number of theater classes and attended the
opening of the play.
 
Vetere took time to talk to Cougar News about his writing,
whether it’s for film, TV, the stage or the page.
 
Gilb speaks, serves as pinnacle for college’s Hispanic
Heritage Month
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More than 150 students packed Collin College’s Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center recently to hear
internationally renowned writer Dagoberto Gilb recite his
prose in person.
 
Living Legends
The Collin College Foundation took time out in the fall to
honor its latest class of Living Legends. Marilyn Brooks and
Rutledge Haggard, Mary Nelle Cummins and Donald
Dillard were celebrated as pillars of their community by
giving of themselves and enriching others.
 
All Souls author gives the facts about poverty,
violence, the drug epidemic
One of the biggest events for Collin College has become
the Book-in-Common program. Each year, a book is
chosen as the – wait for it – Book-in-Common.
 
As part of the program, the chosen book is incorporated
into dozens of classrooms spanning many disciplines. The
highlight of the program is a visit and lecture by the book’s
author.
 
The choice for 2008-09 was Michael Patrick MacDonald’s
All Souls, a memoir about living in South Boston in the
1970s amid rampant poverty, drug use, violence and the
busing riots.
 
MacDonald spoke to large crowds at both the Spring Creek
and Preston Ridge campuses

Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. turns to
walking and blogging
Each year, Collin College plays a big role in remembering
the legacy and dream of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The college is playing host to a number of events,
including the Power Leadership Breakfast, which will
include a progressive and exciting addition, and a Unity
Walk for a Day of Nonviolence, which is an opportunity for
students, faculty, staff and the community to come together
and stand together for change and understanding.
In addition, this year’s event featured blogging between
individuals at Collin College with others from around the
nation remembering the man and his dream. 

Big crowds welcome new president via TV screens
No one event defined the year more than the inauguration
of the United States’ 44th president, Barack Obama Jan.
20.
 
Collin College was a part of it.
 
Big screens were placed at the Central Park, Preston
Ridge and Spring Creek campuses, and at the Courtyard
Center to watch the historic moment as Obama was sworn
in as this country’s president.
 
Hundreds of students, faculty and staff huddled in public
areas watching the events as they unfolded as
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Republicans and Democrats alike could not take their eyes
off the screen as the United States entered a new era.
 
 
Dental hygiene students help Give Kids a Smile
During the spring, there were about 70 children in Collin
County with brighter smiles thanks to a program and some
Collin College dental hygiene students.
 
Give Kids a Smile provides free basic dental healthcare for
underprivileged Collin County children. About 25 Collin
College dental hygiene students participated in providing
X-rays, teeth polishing and cleaning, and sealants.
 
Good to be Green
Like millions of other entities and individuals, Collin College
took stock of its environmental impact.
From Weekend College, Green programs, paperlessness,
energy audits, low-water landscape, motion light sensors
and more, Collin College always looks for ways to
decrease its impact on the planet.

Furthermore, Earth Day was taken a step further. Dr. Toni
Jenkins, vice president and provost of the Preston Ridge
Campus, started an Earth Day blog as a means for
students, faculty and staff to share ideas about becoming
more efficient and eco-friendly with the use of products,
energy and more. Visit that blog at
http://earthdaycollin.blogspot.com/.

Cary Israel takes home national award
Collin College President Cary Israel was named the
national Pacesetter of the Year by the National Council for
Marketing and Public Relations (NCMPR) in the spring.
 
This award is the most prestigious honor presented by the
council. It recognizes a chief executive officer at community
college who has demonstrated extraordinary leadership and
support of college communications and marketing.
 
Dr. Israel received the regional Pacesetter of the Year
award from District 4 of NCMPR in October and was
nominated along with six other district Pacesetters from
around the country for the national competition. There are
nearly 1,200 community colleges in the U.S., and only the
nation’s finest leaders compete for top honors.
 
New website launches
Collin College debuted a new look for its website today at
www.ccccd.edu . The facelift includes changes in
navigation, design and branding to create a user-friendly
web experience for prospective students, parents and
college supporters.
 
Users of the renovated website will find new sections
showcasing an alumni gallery, feature stories, animated
homepage vignettes, videos, podcasts, a catalog archive,
and more. 
 
Last summer, the college introduced CougarWeb, a one-
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stop portal available 24/7 in which students view and
register for classes, pay tuition, check financial aid awards,
access their email and  communicate with classmates and
professors. The launch of CougarWeb, which addresses
the needs of current students, made it possible for the
college to redesign its public website for additional
audiences. CougarWeb is also used by college faculty and
staff for information on benefits, payroll and
announcements.
 
For technical questions or problems contact Web Services
at webservices@ccccd.edu . For feedback, contact Public
Relations at news@ccccd.edu .
 
Piper awarded to Collin College professor, again
For the second straight year, a Collin College professor
has been named a Piper professor by the Minnie Stevens
Piper Foundation.
 
Dr. Peggy Brown, professor of English and Humanities, is
the 2009 honoree following Dr. Rosemary Karr, professor
of developmental mathematics, who received the
distinguished honor in 2008. Dr. Brown is one of 15
professors statewide to be honored. She is also the fifth
Piper Professor to have taught at Collin College. The
award comes with a $5,000 honorarium and a gold pin.
 
Dozen Collin College students give NASA a visit
Twelve Collin College students are going where most other
college have never gone before.
 
The dozen students – plus professors Greg Sherman and
Tom Mobley – visited NASA Johnson Space Center for
three days as part of the Community College Aerospace
Scholars program sponsored by the Texas Legislature and
NASA.
 
This opportunity will provide a hands-on project featuring
engineering career possibilities for math, science,
technology and engineering community college students.
 
Collin College representatives were: Jeanette Baillie,
Alexandria Bradley, Joseph Coleman, Landon Elfenbein,
Yacob Getachew, Jeremy Jennings, Vincent Nguyen, John
Reitzer-Smith, Kyle Roberds, Michael Stelzenmuller, Jason
Wade and Ying Yan Yang.
 
According to Mobley, part of the program includes a team
project in which students work as contractors to design a
new technology to sell to NASA and present their product
to judges. Also, students heard guest speakers including
astronauts and rocket scientists.
 
Also, the students toured mission control, the training
areas for astronauts and other parts of the Johnson Space
Center.
 
KIP series takes on story of the year not named “Barak
Obama”
Students, professors, staff and community members
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recently packed the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center
to hear whether we are heading into the next Great
Depression. Collin College experts Wendy Gunderson,
professor of history, and William Russ Neal, professor of
economics, presented the latest Knowledge is Power (KIP)
lecture “The Great Depression: The Sequel? Economic
Crisis, Past and Present.”
 
Graduation: It’s what we’re about
 
Collin College held its commencement ceremonies May 14
at The University of Texas Dallas.
 
New library, renovations help Central Park Campus
look good
Visitors to the Central Park Campus are in store for a new
sight.

Collin College opened its new library at the McKinney
campus June 8. The new building totals 74,000 square feet
to better accommodate students, faculty, staff and
community visitors.

The new library includes a number of special features,
including a commons area for meetings, a place to study
and host musical recitals, the Central Perks Café, the
Consumer Health Information Center,  larger science
model study room and media room and 13 new student
study rooms are available, two of which are equipped with
large monitors for group projects and multimedia
presentations.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Theatre announces 2009-10 season 
The Collin Theatre Center at Collin College is proud to
announce the 2009-10 season. 

Bus Stop
Directed by Gail Cronauer – Oct. 8-18 - John Anthony
Theatre
The Collin Theatre Center will launch their 2009-2010
season in October with Bus Stop, a classic American
drama about the power of love, written by William Inge.
When cowboy Bo and his friend Virgil take the bus from
Montana to Phoenix, Arizona, to participate in the rodeo,
Bo is also hoping to find his "angel." There, naive Bo falls
in love with cafe singer Cherie performing "That Old Black
Magic" and plans to take her back to Montana. The next
day, Bo intends to marry her after the rodeo... but Cherie
escapes. Cherie wants to go Hollywood, where she hopes
to be discovered. Bo realizes that women can not be
lassoed like a steer.

Life Stories: A Musical Revue
Co-directed by Brad Baker and Mark Mullino – Dec. 3-13,
2009 – John Anthony Theatre
Collin Theatre Center will present two shows in December,
one in the Black Box Theatre and the other in the John
Anthony Theatre. In the black box will be the regional
premiere of Life Stories: A Musical Revue. Featuring the
music and lyrics of David Shire and Richard Maltby Jr. The
Broadway composing team of David Shire and Richard
Maltby, Jr. have had numerous thearical hits; including
Baby, Closer Than Ever, Big, Take Flight, Starting Here
Starting Now and many others. Life Stories is an evening
of romantic music by one of the theatre’s most unsung
composing teams.

The Boxer
Directed by Matt Lyle – Dec. 3-13 – John Anthony Theatre
The Boxer, written and directed by artist-in-residence Matt
Lyle The Boxer is a vaudevillian comedy about a simple
man in the fight of his life. Elaine Liner of the Dallas
Observer comments, “The Boxer is brilliant. What a gem...
Lyle’s darling comedy about a young woman
masquerading as a man to train a bantam-weight
prizefighter speaks volumes about life, love and the
wonders of live theater.”

Little Women: The Musical
Directed by Brad Baker and Mark Mullino with
choreography by Paula Morelan - March 4-14 - John
Anthony Theatre
In spring, Collin Theatre Center will present Little Women:
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The Musical with music and lyrics by Jason Howland and
Minidi Dickstein, book by Allan Knee and adapted from the
novel by Louisa May Alcott. Little Women: The Musical
follows the adventures of Jo, Meg, Beth and Amy March as
they grow up in Civil War-era America. The beloved story
of the March sisters is timeless and deals with issues as
relevant today as when they were written. Now, this
wonderful narrative has been brought to life as an
exhilarating new musical filled with glorious music, dancing
and heart. Little Women embodies the complete theatrical
experience, guaranteeing a night filled with laughter, tears,
and a lifting of the spirit. This powerful score soars with the
sounds of personal discovery, heartache and hope -- the
sounds of a young America finding its voice.

Cruel Intentions
Adapted and directed by Robin Armstrong - April 29-May 9
- Black Box Theatre
The season will conclude with the world premiere of a new
stage adaptation, Cruel Intentions, a sexy tale of seduction,
revenge and conquest. A pair of unscrupulous siblings
engage in a sexy tale of seduction, revenge and conquest.
After cleverly seducing and ruining the reputation of an
unsuspecting classmate, the sparks fly when Kathryn
poses the ultimate challenge to her insatiable stepbrother
Sebastian… deflower of the Headmaster's beautiful, virgin
daughter Annette. If he fails, Kathryn gets his 1956 jaguar
convertible, but if he succeeds, Sebastian gets to bed
Kathryn. The stakes are high, but for Sebastian, the payoff
is irresistible and, before the Summer is over, no one will
escape their relentless game of cat and mouse . . . until
one of them is bitten by the most unlikely sensation of all .
. . love! Based on one of literature's greatest and most
notorious novels, “Les Liaisons Dangereuses,” by
Choderlos de Laclos.

The Collin Theatre Center is located on the Spring Creek
Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano.

Season tickets are on sale now. A general admission
subscription includes five shows for $43. A student/senior
(age 55 +) subscription includes five shows for $33.
Season ticket prices include discounts of up to 20 percent
off regular ticket prices.

For additional information about the Collin Theatre Center’s
2009-10 season, call the Theatre Hotline at 972.881.5100
or visit www.collintheatrecenter.com. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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New hybrid classes give students more
options 
If you are a student who prefers the flexibility of an online
class plus want the support offered by in-person classes,
then Collin College’s new hybrid courses offered this fall
are the perfect solution.
 
The hybrid classes combine online and on-campus
instruction while meeting in the classroom once a week
and spending the remaining class time online.
 
“A hybrid course provides a student with face-to-face
engagement with the professor and other students,” Dr.
Barbara Coan, dean of academic affairs at Collin College’s
Preston Ridge Campus, said. “It also provides the
convenience and freedom of completing half of the work
online 24/7.
 
Students who aren't quite ready for a completely online
environment and need the campus interaction will enjoy
this type of class.”
 
Hybrid courses range from a variety of core classes,
including English, history and government to psychology,
speech, sociology and humanities.
 
To find a hybrid course, visit www.ccccd.edu/eschedule
and select fall 2009 credit term. Then, select all of the
subjects in the subject box and select “hybrid” for schedule
type, then search. 
 
For more information, contact Dr. Barbara Coan, dean of
academic affairs, Preston Ridge Campus, at 972.377.1725.
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Transfer Tip 
Transfer Dispute Resolution
Collin works closely with colleges and universities to make
the transfer process as smooth as possible.
 
As a student, you have the right to ask for transfer dispute
resolution if you believe you are entitled to more transfer
credit for lower-division (freshman and sophomore)
courses than you received. Lower-division courses are
listed in the Academic Course Guide Manual. Procedures
for transfer dispute resolution are published in public
college and university catalogs.
 
Most transfer credit disputes can be worked out by talking
to your new or previously attended college. Start with the
institution that you are transferring to; then, if your question
is not settled, discuss it with the college where you earned
the credit. If the dispute is not resolved after the two
colleges or universities have worked together, the issue
can then be referred to the Commissioner of Higher
Education for a final decision.
 
For more information, call Transfer Programs at
972.985.3734 or visit http://transferu.ccccd.edu.
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Campus Dates 
Fall registration is open to all students through
Wednesday, Aug. 26, the third day of class. The fall
semester begins Monday, Aug. 24. Registration at Collin
College can be done through CougarWeb. Students can
find a log-in button to CougarWeb at the college’s website
or go here. Then go to the "Registration Tools" channel on
the home tab. For help logging into the portal, call the
Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777. Registration is
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Students
can also view the latest version of e-schedule outside of
the portal here. However, they will not be able to register
until they log into CougarWeb. The college accepts VISA,
MasterCard or Discover credit cards online. Personal
checks are accepted in person or over the web using the
college’s secure Webcheck program. For more information
about registration and admissions, go here . For more
general information, visit the college website or call
1.877.COLLIN1. 

Collin College kicks off its 2009-10 Auteur Films
Series with a screening of the film “Shadow
Magic” at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 9, at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. This
year’s theme is “Meta-Cinema: Movies About The
Movies,” films where filmmaking itself plays a
central role in the film. The screening is free and
open to the public. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Seating is limited. Some material may not be
suitable for all audiences. “Shadow Magic” is rated
PG and runs 116 minutes. The film will be followed
by a panel discussion led by Collin College faculty
and staff. For more information, visit
www.ccccd.edu/auteurfilms or contact Dr. Carolyn
Perry at cperry@ccccd.edu.
 
The Spring Creek Campus will be closed from 3 p.m.,
Friday, Sept. 18-Sunday, Sept. 20 due to the Plano
Balloon Festival.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@ccccd.edu.
 
Can Do
Ben Franklin’s “can do” attitude. American politics could
use more of this.  

Flight Patterns

What a million bugs, a street light and long exposure will
get you.

Curiouser and Curiouser
The curiouser case of food allergies.
 
Blink
If you blink, you might miss it.
 
Flarf
Another thing the Internet can be blamed for.
 
Cooking vs. Watching

On the other hand, I spend more time in my office than I
watch The Office.
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