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It was a good year. A time for all
to be proud.
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 College releases alumni photobook 
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2009-10: A year in review 
It is September. A new semester is beginning, and an old
year is ending for those operating on the educational
calendar.

It is 2010-11. Let’s make the most of it by looking back at
2009-10.

Because we do not know where we are going without
knowing where we have been.

Collin Cougar Takes On Internet 
Collin Cougar made a leap into the
wide world of social networking last
fall. He started using his Twitter and
Facebook accounts heavily by sharing
his feelings, thoughts, links, news and
updates from the college and beyond.
As it turns out, wildcats are popular. To
date, he has more than 1,850
Facebook friends and about 170
Twitter followers.

Institute For Culinary and Hospitality Education Opens
Doors

The Institute for Culinary and Hospitality Education open in grand fashion to
start the 2009-10 year at the Preston Ridge Campus in Frisco.
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Pastry arts professor Michele Brown prepares for the grand opening.

Board members Dr. J. Robert Collins, Mac Hendricks and Cindy Bauge eye
the delicious fare.

The new facility provided a number of new opportunities and space for the
culinary and hospitality program.

 

As part of its annual slate of events, the
Book-in-Common program welcomed
author Matthew Pearl for three lectures
at each of the college’s main campuses
in October. Pearl is the author of The
Poe Shadow, a fictional account of the
days following the death of Edgar Allen
Poe.

Dr. Norma Cantu lectured on Hispanic
heritage and tradition along the Texas-
Mexico border in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month at the

mailto:mrobinson@collin.edu
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Nelson Rich

Dr. Gary Huffnagle

Spring Creek Campus in October. Dr. Cantu is a professor
of English and U.S. Latina/o Literatures at The University of
Texas at San Antonio. She is the editor of the Rio
Grande/Rio Bravo book series at Texas A&M University
Press and the author of the award-winning Canícula
Snapshots of a Girlhood en la Frontera.

Nelson Rich, professor of biology, has
printed the second edition of Checklist
of the Vascular Plants of Collin County.

Dr. Gary Huffnagle spoke to hundreds of
students at an afternoon session at the
Central Park Campus and an evening
event at the Spring Creek Campus. An
internationally recognized scientist who
serves as professor of Internal Medicine,
Microbiology, and Immunology at the
University of Michigan Medical Center,
Dr. Huffnagle is an expert on probiotics.
Dr. Huffnagle’s lecture was an installation
of the college’s Distinguished Speaker
Series. 

The Collin College Foundation celebrated the college’s
silver anniversary by honoring its 25 Living Legends. The
annual showcase and fundraiser honored Baylor Regional
Medical Center of Plano, the Citizens of McKinney, David
McCall and Dr. Rick Reedy as the 2009 Living Legends at
the new Central Park Campus library Nov. 7.

The Collin College Foundation also embarked on its
Naming Opportunities Program, which provides naming
recognition at Collin College campuses – from buildings,
rooms, conference centers and more.

On Nov. 9, the Collin Higher Education Center really took
form. Dr. J. Robert Collins, chair of the Collin College Board
of Trustees, Dr. Cary Israel, president of Collin College, Dr.
David Daniel, president of The University of Texas at Dallas,
Dr. Gretchen M. Bataille, president of the University of North
Texas, Dr. Dan Jones, president and CEO of Texas A&M
University-Commerce, Dr. Ann Stuart, chancellor and
president of Texas Woman’s University, and Dr. Gary Cook,
president of Dallas Baptist University, formally signed an
agreement setting the stage of the Collin Higher Education
Center’s opening in January.

Dance Fusion featured renowned performer and
choreographer jhon r. stronks and Elledanceworks Dance
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Dr. Kyle Wilkison

Company, in addition to Collin College’s own Collin Dance
Ensemble Nov. 13-14.

The Distinguished Speaker Series feature well-known
scholar and writer Jonah Lehrer Nov. 10 with a lecture at
the Spring Creek Campus and a roundtable discussion at
the Preston Ridge Campus the next morning. Lehrer, a
Columbia University graduate and former Rhodes Scholar at
Oxford University, is a contributing editor at Wired, Scientific
American Mind and National Public Radio’s Radio Labs. He
has also written for The New Yorker, Nature, Seed, The
Washington Post and The Boston Globe.

The National Science Foundation recently awarded a
$1.56 million grant to Collin College to enhance the work of
the Convergence Technology Center (CTC) and address
the region’s growing need for convergence technology
specialists. This three-year grant is the fourth Advanced
Technology Education grant awarded to Collin College in
the past 10 years and will emphasize convergence/green
information technology.

Collin College announced the faculty appointments of its
Lebrecht Endowed Chair for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement and Florence Marie Dickinson Endowed Chair
in Nursing. Lesley Snelson-Figueroa, professor of dance,
was named the new Lebrecht Endowed Chair. Joyce
Sizemore, professor of nursing, was appointed to the
Dickinson Endowed Chair.

Dr. Kyle Wilkison, professor of history,
was given the Ottis Locke Award for the
best book on East Texas history by the
East Texas Historical Association. Dr.
Wilkison’s book is titled, Yeomen,
Sharecroppers and Socialists: Plain Folk
Protect in Texas, 1870-1914.

Student Amy McDonald, of McKinney,
was named to the USA World
Championships Women’s Tumbling Team
in September, which finished second in the World
Championships in St. Petersburg, Russia in November.

Former Collin College theatre student Brian J. Smith stars
as Lt. Matthew Scott in the Sci Fi Channel series Stargate
Universe, which debuted this fall. Fellow former theatre
student Kim Whalen stars as Luisa in the Broadway
musical, The Fantasticks.

Dr. McKenzie Named U.S. Professor Of The Year

The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching and the Council
for Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE) named Collin College
sociology professor Dr. Tracey McKenzie
U.S. Professor of the Year at a ceremony
in Washington D.C. The highly-coveted
award is considered the pinnacle of
collegiate teaching, and Dr. McKenzie’s



2009-10: A year in review

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001844923.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/11/12 3:21:27 PM]

Dr. Tracey McKenziehonor marks an unprecedented third
national winner at Collin College in nine
years.

Collin College is the only community college in the country
with three national winners, and only two institutions—
Williams College and Kansas State University—are home to
three honorees. Dr. McKenzie chaired the Learning
Communities program and directed the college’s quality
enhancement plan in addition to teaching in the Student
Leadership Academy. She has served as African-American
History Month coordinator, service-learning campus
coordinator and is an active contributor to the Book-In-
Common project along with New Student Orientation and
the Cultivating Scholars research initiative.

Collin Higher Education Center Opens

The May 2010 issue of University Press magazine features an article on
University centers including the Collin Higher Education Center. The
article focuses on the centers as “partnerships for greater degree
completion opportunities” and concludes that “This much is true:
University centers can be an efficient and effective model.”

Collin College Acknowledges Its Veteran’s Presence
Last spring, Collin College introduced a new program to
help veterans transition from the battlefield and bases to
classrooms and civilian life. Four courses were offered to
offered to only veterans with curriculum, meeting times and
classroom environment being “military friendly.”

“We want to demonstrate our appreciation to returning
veterans as they continue to sacrifice both away and at
home,” Nick Morgan, professor of government, said. “We’re
trying to make their transition of being at home easier. I
know that when I left the military, I appreciated the extra
steps everyone took on my behalf.”

Veterans are filling college and university classrooms in
record numbers. For the fall 2009 semester, more than 500
veterans registered for classes at Collin College. That marks
a 20 percent increase over last year. That number is
expected to go even higher.

Spring Brings URL Change
Throughout the spring semester, Collin College underwent a
significant change. The college’s website changed to
www.collin.edu. In addition, all faculty, staff and student e-
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Pam Love

mails also changed to @collin.edu.

Advising Goes Virtual
Starting last spring, the Collin College advisors took a new
approach to meeting the needs of the students. The college
hosted online advising five days a week for about four hours
a day at http://collin.wimba.com. The venture was a free,
private and anonymous way to get questions answered
concerning what classes to take, transferring classes to a
university or discussing other options with a Collin College
advisor.

****
Students Mita Are and Daniel Relix from the Center for
Advanced Studies in Mathematics and Natural Sciences
(CASMNS) have had their demonstration published on the
Wolfram Research website. The demonstration is titled
“Strips of Equal Width on a Sphere Have Equal Surface
Areas.”

Pam Love, counselor, received the
Distinguished Service Award for
Outstanding Service and Leadership at
the annual Texas Counseling
Association conference in Dallas.

****
Students Live To Serve On Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
While many students across the nation
were sound asleep in toasty beds on
the chilly Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, several Collin
College students, staff members and professors braved the
cold weather in an effort to make the day a true reflection of
its namesake.

Following the annual power breakfast at the Spring Creek
Campus honoring the fallen civil rights leader, about 20
Collin College students, staff and professors partnered with
Habitat for Humanity to paint the interior of a house and
build a fence for a duplex. Collin College students from
several organizations including Volunteer Outreach In Civic
Engagement (VOICE), Students In Free Enterprise (SIFE),
Student Government Association (SGA) and Phi Theta
Kappa (PTK) were involved in the project.

Collin College student Crane Billingsley learned about the
project via a college-wide email. She posted it on her
Facebook page, so her friends would have the opportunity
to make a difference, too.

“Helping is fun. It makes me feel happy inside. I did four or
five Habitat projects in high school, and when I was in the
Navy I did it, too,” said Billingsley, who worked in explosive
ordinance disposal in the Navy and plans to become a
professor.

Collin College student Bonnie Frazier says she is amazed at
the scholarly events and service opportunities Collin College
offers its students. She holds a bachelor's degree in fine
arts from the University of Illinois, Chicago and is taking
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classes at Collin College to prepare for graduate school.
She plans to teach English and English as a Second
Language.

“My big university never had the kind of support Collin
College has for its students. Collin College is a great
college. Right now, so many people do not have jobs and
need help. It is everyone’s responsibility to help. I would
hope someone would do that for me,” Frazier said.

****
Former Collin College student Chris Megert is releasing an
album titled What You’re Looking For under the stage name
of Chris August. The single “Stranger” is getting radio
airplay.

Lisa Huang, the Allied Health Sciences Librarian at the
Central Park Campus. She has been named the Librarian of
the Year by the HealthLINE, a Metroplex organization of
librarians involved in the health and medical library field.
HealthLINE includes institutional members such as UT
Southwestern Medical Library, UNT Health Science Library,
Cancer Resource Center and corporate members such as
Alcon.

Chris Burt, Collin College photography student, had his
photograph "Route 66 Remnants" published in Texas
Highways.

****
Student Groups Face Off With Homelessness Issue
Christina Garcia knows about the face of homelessness.
She fled New Orleans in the shadow of hurricane Katrina in
2005 and moved to north Texas with nowhere to go. That’s
part of the reason why she founded Volunteer Outreach in
Civic Engagment (VOICE) and also why she’s sitting in a
makeshift shelter made out of cardboard in the Spring
Creek Campus atrium.

On Feb. 10, VOICE and a handful of other students and
student organizations participated in a Cardboard City
project at the Spring Creek, Central Park and Preston Ridge
campuses to engage students, faculty and staff in the issue
of homelessness in Collin County. The Cardboard City
project was a precursor to “The Face of Homelessness”
panel discussion at the Spring Creek Campus that evening.

Garcia is flanked in the VOICE-sponsored cardboard shelter
by her cohorts in the organization talking about the reality of
homelessness in Collin County, often considered one of the
wealthiest areas in North Texas.

Garcia said that there are 30,000 individuals in Collin
County at the poverty level or categorized as indigent
citizens.

“We know it’s bad with the economy being awful and we
know that families are struggling to get by. As students, we
wanted to try to make a difference and show others what
they can do,” Bijan Guibehcha, VOICE member, said.
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Dr. Chris Grooms

Dr. Mary McRae

The increase in those in need as taken its toll on local
caregivers and food banks. Garcia said the North Texas
Food Bank is struggling to keep up. So, VOICE teamed up
with Campbell’s Soup and Students in Free Enterprise
(SIFE) to host a “Let’s Can Hunger” food drive at each
campus, collecting food items for C.I.T.Y House, Family
Promise of Collin County, Hope’s Door and The Samaritan
Inn.

“It’s a way to raise awareness and engage people to get
involved in active citizenry in government and learn how to
help,” Garcia said. “For me it’s personal. I’ve brought that
passion to others. We worked closely with the Center for
Scholarly and Civic Engagement. They’ve been amazing.”

****

Dr. Chris Grooms, professor of English,
contributed to a new archive of traditional
welsh music for Smithsonian Folkways.
The song title was Blodeuwedd: Song of
the Flowers. Dr. Grooms was the only
American invited to contribute to this
anthology of native Welsh music and song.
Dr. Grooms also won the 2009
Independent Music Award for "Best World
Traditional Album." Tom Waits, Judy
Collins, and Zooey Deschanel were among
the panel of judges
.
Members of Colin College’s chapter of Sigma Kappa Delta -
- Kirsten Bloss, Philip Fullman, Meghan Nelson, Richard
Poindexter III and David Winn – were accepted to present
their work at the Sigma Tau Delta/Sigma Kappa Delta
International Convention in St. Louis. Two of our students
have been invited to make two presentations.

Dr. Mary McRae, vice president and
provost of the Central Park Campus,
received the Shirley B. Gordon Award of
Distinction from Phi Theta Kappa. The
award is given to an outstanding
executive officer who has provided
extensive support and resources for their
college’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter to
participate in regional and international
events and scholarships. Also, Dr.
McRae has been identified as one of
McKinney Living magazine’s “Outstanding Women in
Business” and will be recognized in the publication’s April
2010 issue.

****
Student Trio Get Spaced
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Students Adrian Boysselle, David Golynskiy and Deepak Joseph found an
asteroid belt.

Three Collin College students went into the nether regions
of outer space to make their own discovery.

Competing with students from nine countries on four
continents, three Collin College students Adrian Boysselle,
David Golynskiy and Deepak Joseph discovered a main belt
asteroid, located in the region between Mars and Jupiter.

The students will receive NASA research awards for
discovering new asteroid 2010 CK12 as part of the
International Asteroid Search Campaign (IASC).

In addition, the Minor Planet Center, an office of the
International Astronomical Union located at the Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, will publish their
names with their finding.

The students’ discovery was part of a Collin College Center
for Advanced Studies in Mathematics and Natural Sciences
(CASMNS) project with physics professors Dr. Mike
Broyles and Dr. Greg Sherman.

Their finding was substantiated with follow up images from
Leonid Elenin from the Russian Academy of Sciences. The
Collin College physics students analyzed satellite images
from the new Wide-Field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE).
According to Dr. Broyles, the WISE satellite provides better
resolution because it uses infrared wavelengths.

Surgical Tech Video/Cut
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The University of North Texas Health Science Center
Surgery Club visited the Central Park Campus surgical lab
and simulation lab learning surgical technology techniques.
Collin College surgical technology faculty and students
conducted the session.

The Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society chapter won five
Pinnacle Awards, the maximum amount for a chapter in one
year. The awards are the result of a 25 percent membership
increase. Collin College’s chapter is the largest in Texas
and the third largest in the United States.

Collin College was named to the President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor Roll by the Texas
Campus Compact. The designation recognizes institutions of
higher education for their commitment to and achievement
in community service.

Student Live Art Recreations

Students in Sue Anne Rische's art appreciation class at the
Central Park Campus recently brought new life and new
interpretations into a series of well-known, and well-revered
pieces of art.

Students split into groups and chose a piece of art and
recreated that piece using themselves as the people in the
piece.

Students recreated Leonardo Da Vinci's "Last Supper,"
Edgar Degas' "Four Dancers" and Pierre-Auguste Renoir's
"Luncheon of the Boat Party." See the originals with the
recreations below.

The Chronicle of Higher Education featured Collin College
fine arts students re-creating paintings. The students
posed in several real-life re-creations including Renoir’s
“Luncheon of a Boating Party” that was featured in The
Chronicle on April 11, 2010. The re-creation was also
featured on The Chronicle’s Flickr photo pool.

Red Room opens for business
Throughout the spring semester, the Institute for
Hospitality and Culinary Education (IHCE) has put their
skills to the ultimate test:
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Eye to eye with tables of hungry lunchgoers, culinary
students are faced with cooking and customer service at
The Red Room, an area in the Alumni Hall at the Preston
Ridge Campus, where lunch is prepared and served every
Wednesday.

Each service is prepared, cooked and presented by two
different culinary classes -- the dinner service and a la carte
cooking classes.

The purpose is to give the students real-world experience in
working in the kitchen, with the "front-of-the-house" staff
and with customers -- an element that many students more
adept at working at a cutting board or stovetop may or may
not encounter.

"It hopefully gets them prepared for the industry," Karen
Musa, program director of the IHCE, said.

Service and food vary every week. Styles include Russian,
family-style, American and French. Along with the cuisine
comes the preparation and execution. For example, with the
French service, students and faculty undertake "classical
French positions that you would find at a high-end
restaurant," according to Musa.

Furthermore, like at a French restaurant, they prepare and
serve the food tableside.

"It is helpful getting us in the kitchen and active -- getting
ready to go out and be chefs," said Ashley Hudson, student
and head chef during a French service March 10. 

The Collin Jazz Lab Band and the Collin Latin Jazz
Ensemble were recipients of an “Outstanding Band” award
at the 43rd annual Elmhurst College Jazz Festival in
Chicago. Collin College was the only two-year school to
receive such awards. Several students also received
“outstanding musician” awards including Bobby Browne,
Austin Freeman, Ryan Goodman, Scott Haupt, Jeff
Leinbaugh, Gordon Malone, Jarod Schmitt, Kyle Shafto,
Josh Stover and Josh Trent.

The Health Information Technology program was
approved for accreditation by the Commission on
Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information
Management Education.

Cary Israel, president of Collin College,
was named the Citizen of the Year in
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Cary Israel

Michael Urie

Plano at the “Super Citizen 2010” event
hosted by the Plano Chamber of
Commerce in March. He received the
Leadership Achievement Award during the
Collin County Business Press’ “21
Leaders for the 21st Century” event in
March.

Dr. Peter Woit, senior lecturer in the mathematics
department at Columbia University, spoke at the Spring
Creek Campus March 24. He was the latest installment of
the Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement’s
Distinguished Speaker Series. Dr. Woit presented
“Innovation in Physics: The Tangled String Theory.”

****

Michael Urie, former Collin
College student, won a
Drama Desk Award, Lortel
Award as Outstanding Lead
Actor and 2010
TheatreWorld Award all for
his work on the Off-
Broadway production, The
Tempertmentals. The
Drama Desk is an
organization of theatre
critics, writers and editors that honors excellence in all areas
of New York theatre, Broadway, Off-Broadway, Off-Off-
Broadway and not-for-profit. The TheatreWorld Awards are
given annually to the top performances from actors making
their New York stage debuts. The Lortel Awards honor the
best in Off-Broadway theatre each year.

The Dental Hygiene class of 2010 had a 100 percent pass
rate for the 2010 National Dental Hygiene Board Exam.

Collin College’s Active Minds student organization recently
were named a Five Star chapter by the national
organization. Active Minds works to utilize the student voice
to change the conversation about mental health on college
campuses by promoting students’ awareness of mental
health issues, providing information and resources,
encouraging students to seek help as soon as it is needed,
and serves as a liaison between the student and mental
health community.

Web Personality Brings Spark To TechKnowFire

It is not the easiest gig in the world, but
Cali Lewis certainly enjoys her job. Every
week, Lewis stands in front of a camera
and talks about what she loves the most:
Technology. This enthusiasm is projected
over the Internet at GeekBrief.tv, a three-
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Cali Lewis

Karla Morton

to five-minute online show, which
showcases the future of technology,
robotics, gadgets and more.

Lewis was the keynote speaker at
TechKnowFire, an annual technology conference hosted by
Collin College’s Convergence Technology program as a
means for students, educators, technology professionals and
business owners to learn more about the progressive world
of convergence technology.

Lewis, along with partner Neal Campbell, started
GeekBrief.tv in 2005 right as podcasting and video casting
began to get popular in the mainstream. The next year, they
quit their day jobs and took GeekBrief.tv full time.

In its original denotation, “geek” is defined as “a carnival
performer who performs sensational, morbid or disgusting
acts as biting off the head of a live chicken.” If this is what
you’re into, you will be disappointed in GeekBrief.tv. If
you’re into iPhones, robotics or scientists finding new ways
to do things, then you’re in luck.

****
Collin College students, Phi Theta Kappa members and
Plano residents Andrew Kohut and Shirin Tavakoli were
recently selected as 2010 Coca-Cola Scholars. Tavakoli
was named a Coca-Cola Bronze Scholar while Kohut is a
Coca-Cola Finalist. As a Coca-Cola Scholar, both Kohut
and Tavakoli received $1,000 scholarships.

Selection as a Coca-Cola Scholar is based on scores
earned in the All-USA Academic Team Competition. The
program is sponsored by the Coca-Cola Scholars
Foundation and is administered by PTK Honor Society,
which is hosting its 92nd annual convention from April 8-10
in Orlando, Fla.

****

Texas Poet Laureate Karla Morton
contributed several poems to the college’s
literary and fine arts journal, Forces.
Morton also attended the publication’s
release party April 21 and recited some of
her own work.

Students Lauren Kallas and John Lemay
of Collin College’s Psi Beta chapter
participated on two panels at the
Southwestern Psychological Association
annual meeting in San Antonio in early April. The pair were
the only community college students selected for the panels
at the conference.
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Collin College culinary students came out big winners at the
Greater Dallas Restaurant Association’s Scholarship Awards
Dinner, April 22. Wil Wilbur was awarded a $5,000
scholarship to attend Texas Woman’s University in the fall.
Meeting and event planning student Pamela Kerns was
awarded a scholarship to cover expenses to the Meetings
Professional International Conference in British Columbia
this summer and Karen Bolanos received a $1,000
scholarship from the Research Chefs Association. Collin
College is the second-most selected school after the
Culinary Institute of America for incoming college students.

The Volunteer Center of North Texas honored Foundation
Board member Sandy Simpson and professor of
economics Clay Randall as honorees during its Lone Star
Salute ceremony. Simpson was named the recipient of the
Andre’ Davidson Spirit of Volunteerism Award for her
dedication to many organizations that benefit from her
generous volunteer activities throughout Collin County.
Randall was honored for his commitment to volunteering
and service learning.

Dr. Mounir Errami, professor of biology was named one of
the top 12 InnoCentive solvers for 2009. This is an
international recognition, shared by 12 solvers in five
countries.

Students Hugh Faison and Janna Kwon professor Michael
Rose will be published “The Effect of Television and Video
Games on Adolescent Aggressive Behavior” in the spring
2011 edition of the Journal of Psychological Inquiry.

****
Men’s Tennis Tops In Nation

Collin  College Men's Tennis Team

The Collin College men’s tennis team lived up to its ranking.

The top-ranked Cougars won the 2010 NJCAA Men’s
National Championships at the Spring Creek Campus May
10-14. Collin College actually tied Tyler Junior College and
Laredo Community College for the title.

It is Collin College’s first ever Division I national
championship. Also, Cougar sophomore Damian Hume, the
No. 1 ranked junior college player in the country, won Flight
One singles and becoming the 2010 NJCAA Men’s National
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Singles Champion. Adding to the list of top honors,
freshman Rodolfo Bustamante became Collin College’s third
NJCAA men’s First Team All-American by winning the Flight
Four singles title.

****
The Continuing Education/Workforce Development
department has been selected for a new skills development
grant from the Texas Workforce Commission. Initial
negotiations provide for funding of about $808,000 to
provide training to seven manufacturing companies in eight
locations. This innovative grant will be the first to include
advanced manufacturing equipment for training consortium
companies in robotic automation, and geometric
dimensioning and tolerance training.

Collin College has received the Dallas area award from the
State Employee Charitable Campaign for the highest
increase in giving to the 2009 Campaign with a 267 percent
increase. The total amount raised was $42,045 with
approximately $18,000 being designated for the Collin
College Foundation.

The Central Park Campus library received a series of
publicity throughout the year. An interior photograph of the
building was featured in Choice magazine. College Planning
& Management magazine highlighted the library among its
2010 Education Design Showcase in its June 2010 issue.
The library is listed as a “Project of Distinction” in the
showcase that features “exemplary (architectural) firms and
inspiring designs.” It was also featured in the April issue of
the American Library Association’s journal, American
Libraries. The Central Park Campus library was one of 17
libraries featured in the annual architectural issue.

Collin College LULAC takes home awards at national
convention. Jesus Valdivia was named National LULAC
Young Adult Man of the Year. Lupita Tinnen was named
the Young Adult Advisor of the Year.
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College releases alumni photobook 
To commemorate Collin College’s silver anniversary, the
college has released In the Words of Alumni, 25th

anniversary commemorative anthology.
 
The free electronic book spotlights 25 former Collin College
students who have achieved their dreams in varied career
fields ranging from cancer research to teaching.
 
The anthology features a flipbook format which allows
readers to electronically turn pages and provides an
opportunity for a few of Collin College’s outstanding alumni
to share the reasons they appreciate their collegiate
experience.
 
The 25 alumni profiled include:

·         Dr. Guillermo Ameer, Northwestern University
associate professor of Biomedical Engineering and
Surgery and Founder and President of ProSorp
BioTech, Inc. and VesselTek BioMedical, LLC.

·         Dr. Erin Schafer, University of North Texas
assistant professor, Department of Speech and
Hearing Science

·         Dennis Garcia, dental hygienist
·         Michael Urie, actor featured as Marc St. James on

the hit ABC TV show Ugly Betty and Rudi
Gernreich in the Off-Broadway play The
Temperamentals

·         Dr. Vu Phung, geriatric fellow at the University of
Cincinnati

·          Dawn Spradling, nurse
·         Aspen Bischoff, elementary school teacher
·         Roderick C. Hunter Jr., podiatry resident at

Kingwood Medical Center
·         Dr. Tri Phung, anesthesiology resident at the

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
·         Matthew Uppole, Coppell Fire Department

battalion chief
·         Brian Allen, RadioVision director of Internet

Marketing
·         Dr. Niclas C. Tan, Millennium Pharmaceuticals:

the Takeda Oncology Company scientist
·         Marcela Guerrero Casas, policy and advocacy

manager for Africa Fairtrade Network in Cape
Town, South Africa

·         Brian J. Smith, actor featured as Lt. Matthew Scott
in MGM’s Stargate Universe and Hector
MacQueen for ITV production of Agatha Christie’s
Murder on the Orient Express for PBS’
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Masterpiece Mystery
·         Geoff Bailey, regional leader of Pickens Plan
·         Nicholas Palmer, attorney
·         Dena Pritchett, Fulbright Scholar, United Arab

Emirates
·         John Payton, Collin County Justice of the Peace
·         Seth Rutherford, pharmacist; Carlos Carrion,

dental student at the University of Texas Health
Science Center at Houston Dental School

·         Adele DeVries, project manager at Barnard
Howard LLC.

·         Dr. Arminda Callejas Weintz, OB GYN Resident,
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center

·         Jon Dooley, attorney, closing manager, Invesco
Real Estate

·         Brian Cook, physician’s assistant
·         Scott Michael Foster, actor featured as Cappie on

the hit ABC Family show Greek.
 
To view, visit www.collin.edu/alumnibook/.
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Red Room changes hours, menu 

Diners at the Red Room last spring during a French service. Starting this
year, the Red Room is open only for dinner with a new menu.

The Red Room – Collin College’s premier spot for fine
dining – is making changes.

The Red Room, an area in the Alumni Hall at the Preston
Ridge Campus that began serving lunch last year, is now
only open on Wednesday nights for dinner service during
the fall semester.

Hours are 7-9 p.m., with last seating at 8:30 p.m.

With the new hours is a new menu. View it here.

Instead of a fixed menu, the Red Room is offering a
variety of different dishes, including Carolina pulled pork, a
kobe cheeseburger, braised short ribs and grilled salmon.

The Red Room was a learning initiative started by Karen
Musa, director of the Institute for Hospitality and Culinary
Education (IHCE) and her faculty to provide a real-life
experience for students in the dinner service and a la carte
cooking classes.

Students get experience working in the kitchen, at the
"front-of-the-house" staff and with customers -- an element
that many students more adept at working at a cutting
board or stovetop may or may not encounter.

"It hopefully gets them prepared for the industry," Musa
said.

Services begin Wednesday, Sept. 1 and end Wednesday,
Dec. 8. There will be no service Wednesday, Oct. 20.

The menu is subject to change. Cash and personal checks
only. Walk-ins are welcome.
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Cougar's scholarship fundraiser
approaches deadline 
Thanks to the massive support
from a number of donors, Collin
Cougar has raised $618 -- more
than a third of the goal -- toward
a scholarship from the Collin
College Foundation to a
deserving student. 

Still, his goal is $1,500, and time
is precious.

Go to www.firstgiving.com/collincougar and donate. 

If everyone gave $1, Collin would meet the $1,500 goal.

Donating is secure, fast and simple. 

A special thanks to all of those who have donated what
they could already: 

Mollie, Creativebrainsonline, Nick Young, Wendy
Nulph, Steven Strohmeyer, Lisa Vasquez, Shirley
Harmon, Lynne Meyer, Margaret Yates, Kristin B.
Rhona Simonsen, John Roggenkamp, Gloria Tyler,
MsLiza, Linda K., Ann Blackman, Shay Templeton,
Sociology Teacher, J. Voorhees, V. Thomas, Lisa
Chesley, Gloria Cloud, Lori Haberberger, Tere Beaty,
Enginurse, Jennifer Archer, ImL, Tamara Williams, C.
Jones, George and Andrea Bagwell and the 11
anonymous donors.

In 2009-10, about $300,000 in scholarships was awarded
to 322 students. And the need grows with every year.

Visit www.firstgiving.com/collincougar to see more and
donate.
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Campus Dates 
A Pre-Law Advisor is now available on Spring Creek Campus.
For those thinking about law school or wanting to explore the
option, now is the time to contact a pre-law advisor. The Collin
College pre-law advisor is available from noon-2 p.m., every
Tuesday in Room G145 at the Spring Creek Campus, or by
appointment.Contact professor Robert Franklin at
RFranklin@collin.edu. 

Student Life will host their annual Welcome Week Wednesday,
Sept. 1 at the Preston Ridge Campus Cougar Den and
Thursday, Sept. 2 at the Spring Creek Campus Atrium. Welcome
Week activities will take place from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  The
theme for this year's event is "Peace, Love and Cougars!" 
Giveaways include 1960s style T-shirts (while supplies last) and
free food to students who will be creating their own keepsake
necklaces and a DJ. Join the Student Life Facebook
group here or contact Michael Gregorash at 972.377.1789 or
mgregorash@collin.edu.

The Auteur Film Series will screen V for Vendetta at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 7, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center. The event is free and open to the public. This futuristic
tale unfolds in a Great Britain that has become a fascist state. A
freedom fighter known as V uses terrorist tactics to fight back
against the oppression.  He rescues a young woman from the
secret police, and she becomes his unlikely ally. The film is
rated R. Some material may not be suitable for all ages. Seating
is limited. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. For more information about
the film series, contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@collin.edu or
visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html.

Carter BloodCare is hosting a blood drive at the Spring Creek
Campus Atrium, the Central Park Campus Conference Center,
the Preston Ridge Campus Shawnee Room and Collin Higher
Education Center Room 105 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday,
Sept. 8. The drive continues at the Spring Creek Campus from 9
a.m.-4 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9. Walk-ins are welcome.

Service Learning and Volunteer Fairs are set for 11 a.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 14 at the Central Park Campus; 11 a.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 15 at the Preston Ridge Campus; and 11
a.m., Thursday, Sept. 15 at the Spring Creek Campus. The
Service Learning and Volunteer Fairs are opportunities for
students, faculty and staff to interact with area community
partners and social service agencies to learn about their
missions and opportunities to serve. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce. 

Collin College will celebrate Constitution Day Friday, Sept. 17
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with a number of events at each major campus. All Constitution
Day events are free and open to the public. Events include:
Constitution Day Trivia Game Show  from 1-2:30 p.m. at the
Central Park Campus Conference Center; Faculty Debate of
Constitutional Issues from 1-2:30 p.m. at the Preston Ridge
Campus Event Center; and Student Organizations Constitution
Day Poster Session from noon-2 p.m. - Spring Creek Campus
Atrium. Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce/ConstitutionDay.html
for more information.
  
“Passport to Hungary and Central Europe” is set from 1-2
p.m., Friday, Sept. 24, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center.  The presenter is Marta Moore, associate professor of
communications and humanities at Collin College. The event is
part of the center’s “Passport to the World:  Collin College's
Cultural Connections” seven-part series for the 2010-11 year.
Each installment entails faculty sharing their travel experiences,
focusing on different cultures, lifestyles, politics and ways of
thinking throughout the world. The Passport series is free and
open to the public. Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce.

The Center for Scholarly and Civic Engagement will host a Rock
the Vote! event from 11-2 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 28, at the Living
Legends Conference Center (formerly Spring Creek) at the
Spring Creek Campus. Register to vote and meet local
candidates. Free and open to the public.
 
The Preston Ridge Campus will host a Rock the Vote! event at
its Event Center from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 29. The
event is free and open to the public. Come register to vote and
meet local candidates. 

Collin College kicks off its 2010-11 Distinguished Speaker Series
with Dr. Lynn Rothschild, NASA scientist, who will present
“Innovation in Space Discovery: Is There Life Out There?” at 7
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 29, at the Living Legends Conference
Center (formerly Spring Creek) at the Spring Creek Campus.
The lecture is free and open to the public. Dr. Lynn J. Rothschild
is an evolutionary biologist-astrobiologist at NASA’s Ames
Research Center and a professor at Stanford and Brown
University, where she teaches Astrobiology and Space
Exploration. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/DistinguishedSpeakerSeries.html.

Register to vote and meet local candidates at a Rock the Vote!
event from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 30, at the Central
Park Campus Conference Center. The event is free and open to
the public.
  
The Auteur Film Series will screen The Secret in Their Eyes at
7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 30, at the Angelika Film Center at the
Shops at Legacy, 7205 Bishop Road in Plano.Retired federal
justice agent Benjamin Esposito decides to write a novel based
on a 20-year-old rape and murder. Believing that the immigrant
workers convicted of the crime were forced to confess, Benjamin
decides to hunt for the real killer so the case can be formally
reopened. Presented in conjunction with Hispanic Heritage
Month. Some material may not be suitable for all ages. Seating
is limited. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. For more information about
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the film series, contact Dr. Carolyn Perry at cperry@collin.edu or
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html. 

Destination College will host "Being A Cyber Smart Student:
What You Do Now Can Affect You Later" from 6:30-8 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 7, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference
Center. The event will feature Dallas-Fort Worth attorney Lynn
Rossi Scott, who will discuss the pitfalls for students including
copyright violations, identity theft, social networking,
cyberbullying, sexting, shaming and more. The event is free and
open to the public. E-mail destinationcollege@collin.edu to
reserve a seat. Visit www.collin.edu/destinationcollege for more
information.

The Collin Theatre Center will kick off its 2010-11 season with
the Southwest Regional Premiere of U.S. Drag at 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 7-9 and 13-16, and 2:15 p.m., Sunday,
Oct. 10 and Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 16-17. All performances will
be at the John Anthony Theatre at the Spring Creek Campus.
Tickets are $8 for general admission and $6 for students and
senior citizens. Oct. 10 and 15 performances are sign interpreted
for deaf or hard-of-hearing patrons. U.S. Drag is the winner of
the Blackburn Prize. Directed by Gail Cronauer. Visit
www.collintheatrecenter.com for tickets or more information.

The Collin Theatre Center is presenting You’re a Good Man
Charlie Brown at 8 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, Oct. 12-16, and
2:15 p.m., Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 16-17. A children’s matinee is
set for 10 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 16. All shows at the Black Box
Theatre. Tickets are $15 for general admission and $10  for
students and senior citizens. You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown
is a delightful family musical that highlights a day in the life of
loveable Charlie Brown. All of the favorite “Peanuts” characters
are here as they deal, in their own special ways, with such
juvenile concerns as baseball, sibling rivalry, unrequited love and
school. Directed by Brad Baker and Mark Mullino. Visit
www.collintheatrecenter.com. 
 
The 2010-11 Book-in-Common selection is When the Emperor
was Divine by Julie Otsuka, who will make three stops at Collin
College. Otsuka will speak from 7-9:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct.
20 at the Living Legends Conference Center, at the Spring
Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano; 1-4
p.m., Thursday, Oct. 21, at the Central Park Campus Conference
Center, 2200 W. University Drive in McKinney; and 7-9:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 21 at the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center,
9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco. All lectures are free and open to the
public. Visit www.collin.edu/academics/bookincommon/.
 
The Auteur Film Series will screen the Fritz Lang film, M, at 7
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 27, at the Living Legends Conference
Center (formerly Spring Creek Campus Conference Center), at
the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano. The screening is free and open to the public. The film
runs 117. Some material may not be suited for all audiences.
Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html.
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Fairs open doors for service learning 

Collin  College students lending a hand during a Habitat for Humanity project.

Collin College’s Center for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement have scheduled three events for
organizations and individuals seeking to make a difference.

Service Learning and Volunteer Fairs are set for 11 a.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 14 at the Central Park Campus; 11 a.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 15 at the Preston Ridge Campus; and
11 a.m., Thursday, Sept. 15 at the Spring Creek Campus.

The Service Learning and Volunteer Fairs are opportunities
for students, faculty and staff to interact with area
community partners and social service agencies to learn
about their missions and opportunities to serve. 

Community partners will share information about their
organizations and enlist new service-learning partnerships
and volunteers to assist in meeting of community need.

Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce for more information. 
[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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College News 
Annual Collin College Foundation Scholarship Awards
Ceremony

The annual Collin  College Foundation Scholarship Awards Ceremony was
Aug. 12 at the Embassy Suites Frisco Hotel and Conference Center.
 

Student Hugh Faison, a former scholarship recipient,  gave the keynote
speaker at the ceremony. Faison was relocated to Collin  County after
Hurricane Katrina uprooted his life and home in New Orleans.
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Student Jessica Lyon goes on stage to receiver her scholarship award.

Texas Workforce Commissioner Andres Alcantar
presented Collin College with a check from the
Texas Workforce Commission in the amount
of $808,066 for workforce development.  A total
of 455 employees from seven local companies
will be trained under the grant. 
  
Amy Helms, professor of biotechnology,
published an article titled “The underbelly of
modified food, vaccines and antibiotics” in the
July 22, 2010, issue of Community College
Times.
 
Dr. Alan Sauter, professor of mathematics,
received his doctorate in applied mathematics
from The University of Texas at Dallas, May 22. 
Dr. Sauter, attended UT-Dallas under a
partnership program that provides scholarships
to Collin College faculty who are working on
their doctorates. 
 
Joanne Fletcher, associate professor of dental
hygiene, was named the recipient of the 2010
Johnson & Johnson/ADHA Excellence in Dental
Hygiene Award.  The award was presented at the
President’s Luncheon sponsored by the American
Dental Hygienists’ Association and Johnson &
Johnson on June 27 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Announcement of this national award was
published in the Texas Dental Hygienists’
Association newsletter.
 
Former Collin College students and Psi Beta
members Kim Tanuvasa and Jeff Fortney have
had their manuscript accepted for publication by
the Journal for Psychological Inquiry. “In Your
Dreams: Exploring Lucid Dreaming, Dream
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Recall, and General Intelligence” will be
published in the spring 2011 issue of the
Journal.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@collin.edu. 

Creeeeeeepppppyyyyyyyy
Haunting photos from the National Media Museum. 

An Eye For Detail
Breathtaking perspectives of the human eye. 

Moose And Arthiritis
We have more in common with our furry friends than we
think.  

BBQ
Old article, but the food is still good. 

Where Has All The Quicksand Gone
The rise and fall of quicksand.

How Machines Work
Complicated Machines + Simple Animations = The Internet
Blinded Me With Science!
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Sept. 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 
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