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 An American tale: Book-in-Common
program welcomes author 
Julie Otsuka, author of When the
Emperor was Divine, is set for a
trio of visits at Collin College.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Donors give, students get opportunity 
Faculty and staff can make a
difference through giving campaign.
Ends Oct. 29.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Student, individual tickets available for Collin
Cabaret 
Performance-only student tickets are $10. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Auteur series screens Fritz Lang classic 
Because you can't get enough
Peter Lorre, M will be shown Oct.
27. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Cougar's scholarship drive needs final push 
When Cougars fundraise.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Annual luncheon celebrates SMU pre-
admission program 
Latest group of students
introduced. Program enters eighth
year. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Nov. 1. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

 College News 
There was break dancing.
We have proof.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
Films, art, theatre, program
sessions and much more. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Jack Kent Cooke Foundation scholarship
available 
Foundation awards up to $30,000 for those with university
plans. Collin College deadline is Jan. 4. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Greatness from the Internet.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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An American tale: Book-in-Common
program welcomes author 
Collin College's Book-in-Common
is Julie Otsuka's When the
Emperor was Divine.

Book-in-Common is a districtwide
initiative designed to encourage
students to read. This
interdisciplinary approach allows
for professors across many
disciplines to incorporate one book
into their curriculum for more
focused exploration. The program's
highlight is a visit from the author.

Otsuka will speak at:
7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 20, Spring Creek Campus'

Living Legends Conference Center
1 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 21, Central Park Campus

Conference Center
7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 21, Preston Ridge Campus Event

Center.
All Book-in-Common events are free and open to the
public.

When the Emperor was Divine is a piece of fiction
following the trials of a Japanese family
during World War II. Mirroring the experiences of some of
Otsuka's family, the story begins just as the family is
forced out of their homes and onto a train, which takes
them to an internment camp in Nevada.

Having lived through this experience, Otsuka's characters
are then forced to deal with the alienation of going back to
their homes and re-acclimating into "ordinary," post-war
life.

Visit www.collin.edu/academics/bookincommon for more
information.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]
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Donors give, students get opportunity 
Single mother Yvonne Martinez was
tired after working a full-time job.
Earning a college degree was out of
the question, a dream she had for
some time in the future. The day
she received a scholarship her
whole perspective shifted.
 
“I would have waited another 10
years to go to school. As a single
parent, I am barely making it. I am
fortunate to have a full time job, but
it is difficult to afford anything extra.
Scholarships help people, like me, attend college a lot
quicker than they ever dreamed possible. Without the
donors none of this would be possible for individuals like
me or those who are even less fortunate than I am,”
Martinez said.
 
Martinez plans to earn an associate degree at the college,
transfer to an area university and complete her bachelor’s
degree in finance or accounting by taking classes at the
Collin Higher Education Center.
 
Ultimately, she plans to earn a master’s degree before her
40th birthday. 
 
“I want to help in the community. I think it is important to
give back. The scholarships are going to people who will
lead our community. That is why our college is very
important. We need to start here rather than donate outside
of the county. I plan to stay in McKinney, and if I could give
back that would be great. It is an investment in our own
people.”
 
Martinez said she never would have believed that any gift
could motivate her the way this scholarship has inspired
her to excel.
 
“I told my daughter, ‘You see anything is possible. I am 28
years old, and I am getting a scholarship. Who would have
thought it?’ The scholarship makes me more accountable
because I feel like I have to lead by example and strive to
do better. Someone has given this to me, and if I don’t do
well I am taking this gift from someone else.”
 
The Collin College charitable campaign for faculty and staff
giving runs from Oct. 4-29. Employees can select “Collin
College Foundation (283615)” on the SECC pledge form
for payroll deduction or give a monthly or a one-time gift
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About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: Nov. 1. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

directly to the Collin College Foundation with cash, check,
credit card or online.
 
Funds raised through the faculty/staff giving campaign are
put directly into the Foundation’s general scholarship fund.
Every donation matters – small or large.
 
Pledge forms for payroll deduction are available from your
Campus Champion: Jinger Peeples, Central Park Campus;
Marie Piet, Courtyard Center/CHEC; Francis Choy, Preston
Ridge Campus; and Kerry Jeffrey, Spring Creek Campus.
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Student, individual tickets available for
Collin Cabaret 
Want to make a difference in a student’s life? Want a night
of entertainment ?
 
The Collin College Foundation is now selling individual
tickets to its annual Collin Cabaret event. The Foundation
is hosting Collin Cabaret Friday, Feb. 25, 2011, at the
Charles W. Eisemann Center.
 
Performance-only student tickets are $10 and performance-
only general admission is $25. Full event tickets are $150.
This includes dinner, performance seats and a dessert with
the performers.
 
Sponsorship opportunities also are available for individuals
and companies. In addition to faculty and student
performers, the 2011 Collin Cabaret will feature a live
auction, the Top Hat Club and a raffle.
 
All funds raised at Collin Cabaret go towards scholarships
for Collin College students.
 
The Eisemann Center is located at 2351 Performance
Drive in Richardson.
 
For partnership and ticket information, call 972.599.3145.
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Auteur series screens Fritz Lang classic

The Auteur Film Series will
screen the film M as part of its
2010-11 theme, “Rough and
Poetic: Great Films About
(In)Justice.”
 
The film will be shown for free at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct.
27, at the Living Legends Conference Center at the Spring
Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano.
 
The event is open to the public. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Seating is limited and some material may not be suitable
for all audiences. M is not rated and runs 117 minutes.
 
M is about a German city where children are being
murdered. The intense police search is disturbing the
“normal” criminals, and the local hoods decide to help find
the murderer as quickly as possible.
 
For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html.
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Cougar's scholarship drive needs final
push 

Thanks to the massive support from a
number of donors, Collin Cougar has
raised $501 -- more than a third of
the goal -- toward a scholarship from
the Collin College Foundation to a
deserving student. 

Still, his goal is $1,500, and time is
precious.

Go to www.firstgiving.com/collincougar and donate. 

If everyone gave $1, Collin would meet the $1,500 goal.

Donating is secure, fast and simple. 

A special thanks to all of those who have donated what
they could already: 

Nick Young, Wendy Nulph, Steven Strohmeyer, Lisa
Vasquez, Shirley Harmon, Lynne Meyer, Margaret
Yates, Kristin B. Rhona Simonsen, John Roggenkamp,
Gloria Tyler, MsLiza, Linda K., Ann Blackman, Shay
Templeton, Sociology Teacher, J. Voorhees, V.
Thomas, Lisa Chesley, Gloria Cloud, Lori Haberberger,
Tere Beaty, Enginurse, Jennifer Archer, ImL, Tamara
Williams, C. Jones, George and Andrea Bagwell and
the 10 anonymous donors.

In 2009-10, about $300,000 in scholarships was awarded
to 322 students. And the need grows with every year.

Visit www.firstgiving.com/collincougar to see more and
donate.
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Annual luncheon celebrates SMU pre-
admission program 
A portion of the Living Legends
Conference Center Oct. 6 had
about a dozen students hoping to
reach their dreams at one of the
foremost institutions of higher education in the nation.

And they want to go to SMU, too.

The annual reception honoring the newest inductees into
the Collin College-SMU pre-admission partnership featured
a hodgepodge of students with different backgrounds and
varying futures.

The two constants were Collin College today and SMU in
the future.

Sandra Jurado, 18, wants to go into advertising and
corporate communications. Yoana Ayala wants to go into
business marketing and international studies with a minor
in Spanish.

Gaea Ferrer wants to go to law school. Nancy Karanja
wants to go to into environmental engineering.

Yusra Jabeen “wants to change the world.”

Many dreams and the Collin College-SMU pre-admission
program is helping them make these visions become
realized.  

“I’ve been at Collin College for a year,” Karanja said. “I’m
loving it. Collin College has given me so many
opportunities to improve myself. Having come over from
Kenya, I believe there are many others that would like to
be in my position, studying in the United States. I want to
go for the best, and I believe SMU is one of the best.”

The SMU pre-admission program was introduced in 2002.
Every year, somewhere between 10 and 20 students are
accepted into the program after a rigorous application
process, which includes a face-to-face interview.

The special program allows qualified students to attend
Collin College and earn core credits. At the same time, the
students can work with SMU advisors to ensure a
seamless transfer of credits. Also, they receive access to
SMU’s library, tickets to lectures and sporting events and a
DART pass.

“You get to find out what it’s like to be a student at SMU,”
Abbi Pfister-Soria, senior admission counselor at SMU, told
students at the reception. “It’s a great program, and I
encourage you to take full advantage of the perks because
the students who do have an easier time transitioning. You
are putting your foot in the door for opportunities that you
might not realize.”
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For David Vespucci, the opportunity is already there. A
non-traditional student, he works full time with a family and
has been forced to take evening and online classes at
Collin College in coming back to college after a failed
attempt after high school.

His plans are to transfer to SMU to the Cox School of
Business.

“I feel that I’ve got a second chance to make it. I’m very
grateful for the opportunity,” he said.

The 2010 SMU pre-admission students are: Yoana Ayala,
Gaea Ferrer, Yusra Jabeen, Sayed Hashemi, Gaby Jara,
Sandra Jurado, Nancy Karanja, Samantha Lasoski,
Elizabeth Mathew, Austin McBride, David Vespucci, Libby
Weaver and Katie Ye.

Collin College has pre-admission partnerships with Austin
College, Baylor University, Dallas Baptist University, SMU,
Texas A&M University, Texas A&M University-Commerce,
Texas Tech University, Texas Woman’s University, The
University of Texas at Dallas and the University of North
Texas.

Visit http://transferu.collin.edu for more information.
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College News 
Dr. Janet Jaworski, executive director of the Global
EDGE, is serving as the director of Professional
Development for the National Association of Tech Prep
Leaders (NATPL) and leading a national committee in the
development of a day-long forum for the NATPL members.
The forum, titled "Leadership Moving Forward," was
presented Oct. 20, in Dallas. The forum preceded a
National Career Pathways Network (NCPN) conference at
which Dr. Jaworski, Laurence Lloyd, assistant director of
the Global EDGE, and Charmione Marcell, outreach
planner for the Global EDGE, presented "Career Bytes:
Exploring CTE Careers."

Theatre Demo Lab

Larry McNeny, a former road manager for a
number of high-profile rock and pop groups spoke
to theatre students during a demo lab at the Spring
Creek Campus. McNeny is president of McNeny
Management. He's managed tours by Ozzy
Osbourne, Eric Clapton, The Bee Gees and Three
Dog Night.

Rockin' The Ridge
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Hot Diggity Dog
Rockin' the Ridge -- the annual celebration at the Preston Ridge Campus in
Frisco -- was held Oct. 6 in the quad commons area.

Hippity-Hop
A hip-hop dance class breaks it down at Rockin' the Ridge Oct. 6. 

Nice Leggings
Samantha Suzuki, a student in professor Meghan Cardwell-Wilson's dance
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improvisation class, performed at Rockin' the Ridge. 

Funny Thing Happened At The Park
Improv dancers turn a park bench into a stage at Rockin' the Ridge.

Breakin' II: Preston Ridge Boogaloo
If  you play the music, they will  dance.
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Campus Dates 
A Pre-Law Advisor is now
available on Spring Creek
Campus. For those thinking about
law school or wanting to explore the option, now is the time to
contact a pre-law advisor. The Collin College pre-law advisor is
available from noon-2 p.m., every Tuesday in Room G145 at the
Spring Creek Campus, or by appointment. Contact professor
Robert Franklin at RFranklin@collin.edu.

The Collin Theatre Center will kick off its 2010-11 season with
the Southwest Regional Premiere of U.S. Drag at 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, Oct.16 and Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 16-17.
All performances will be at the John Anthony Theatre at the
Spring Creek Campus. Tickets are $8 for general admission and
$6 for students and senior citizens. Oct. 15 performances are
sign interpreted for deaf or hard-of-hearing patrons. U.S. Drag is
the winner of the Blackburn Prize. Directed by Gail Cronauer.
Visit www.collintheatrecenter.com for tickets or more information.

The Collin Theatre Center is presenting You’re a Good Man
Charlie Brown at 8 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, Oct. 15-16, and
2:15 p.m., Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 16-17. A children’s matinee is
set for 10 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 16. All shows at the Black Box
Theatre. Tickets are $15 for general admission and $10  for
students and senior citizens. You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown
is a delightful family musical that highlights a day in the life of
loveable Charlie Brown. All of the favorite “Peanuts” characters
are here as they deal, in their own special ways, with such
juvenile concerns as baseball, sibling rivalry, unrequited love and
school. Directed by Brad Baker and Mark Mullino. Visit
www.collintheatrecenter.com.  

The Dental Hygiene program will host an information session
from 2:30-4:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 18, at the Preston Ridge
Campus, Room D130. Prospective applicants can learn more
about the Dental Hygiene program. Areas covered will include
admissions criteria, application process, and career options as
well as other topics.  Contact edarity@collin.edu for more
information. Sessions are free to attend and do not require a
reservation.

The Nursing program will an host information session for new
and prospective students from 6:30-8 p.m., Monday, Oct. 18, at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. The event is free.
Topics include admissions criteria, expectations of the program,
career options, salary, course sequence and prerequisites. Visit
www.collin.edu/nursing for more information.
 
The 2010-11 Book-in-Common selection is When the Emperor
was Divine by Julie Otsuka, who will make three stops at Collin
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College. Otsuka will speak from 7-9:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct.
20 at the Living Legends Conference Center, at the Spring
Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano; 1-4
p.m., Thursday, Oct. 21, at the Central Park Campus Conference
Center, 2200 W. University Drive in McKinney; and 7-9:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Oct. 21 at the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center,
9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco. All lectures are free and open to the
public. Visit www.collin.edu/academics/bookincommon/.
 
Respiratory Care program will host an information session from
noon-1:30, Friday, Oct. 22, at the Preston Ridge Campus, Room
F246. The free session will be a overview of the Respiratory
Care profession, admissions criteria, salary and careers. Contact
Tori Hoffman, advisor, at thoffman@collin.edu or 972.548.6782.

The Nursing program will an host information session for new
and prospective students from 2:30-4 p.m., Monday, Oct. 25, at
the Preston Ridge Campus Event Center. The event is free.
Topics include admissions criteria, expectations of the program,
career options, salary, course sequence and prerequisites. Visit
www.collin.edu/nursing for more information.

 
Respiratory Care program will host an information session from
2:30-4 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 27, at the Central Park Campus,
Room D106a. The free session will be an overview of the
Respiratory Care profession, admissions criteria, salary and
careers. Contact Tori Hoffman, advisor, at
thoffman@collin.edu or 972.548.6782.
 
The Auteur Film Series will screen the Fritz Lang film, M, at 7
p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 27, at the Living Legends Conference
Center (formerly Spring Creek Campus Conference Center), at
the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano. The screening is free and open to the public. The film
runs 117. Some material may not be suited for all audiences.
Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce/AuteurFilmSeries.html. 

The Nursing program will an host information session for new
and prospective students from 6:30-8 p.m., Monday, Nov. 1, at
the Central Park Campus Conference Center. The event is free.
Topics include admissions criteria, expectations of the program,
career options, salary, course sequence and prerequisites. Visit
www.collin.edu/nursing for more information.

The Nursing program  will an host information session for new
and prospective students from 2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 2 at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. The event is free.
Topics include admissions criteria, expectations of the program,
career options, salary, course sequence and prerequisites. Visit
www.collin.edu/nursing for more information. 

The Global EDGE is hosting a Career Bytes nursing event from
noon-1:45 p.m., Friday, Nov. 5, at the Central Park Campus
Conference Center. The event is free and open to the public.
Free pizza will be served. Explore careers in nursing and
information about the Collin College nursing program. Talk to a
college professor, nursing students and a pre-nursing advisor.
Call 972.548.6723 to register. 
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The Respiratory Care program will host an information session
from 1-2:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 8, at the Spring Creek Campus
Room BB202. Prospective applicants can learn more about the
Respiratory Care program. Areas covered will include
admissions criteria, application process, and career options as
well as other topics.  Contact thoffman@collin.edu for more
information. Sessions are free to attend and do not require a
reservation.

Veterans Day is Thursday, Nov. 11. Events are set for the
Central Park, Preston Ridge and Spring Creek campuses from
12:45- 1 p.m. at each campus' flagpole. 

The annual Dance Fusion is set for Friday-Saturday, Nov. 12-
13 at the John Anthony Theatre. Performances are at 8 p.m.
Friday and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday. Tickets are $8 and $6
for senior citizens and students. The featured guest artist is Vissi
Dance Theater along with the Collin Dance Ensemble. Tickets
available at the door and online at www.collin.edu/dance. 

The Health Information Technology program will host an
information session from 10:30 a.m.-noon, Thursday, Nov. 11, at
the Spring Creek Campus Room B125. Prospective applicants
can learn more about the Health Information Technology
program. Areas covered will include admissions criteria,
application process, and career options as well as other topics.
Contact thoffman@collin.edu for more information. Sessions are
free to attend and do not require a reservation.

The Health Information Technology program will host an
information session from 2-3:30 p.m., Monday, Nov. 15, at the
Preston Ridge campus Room F140. Prospective applicants can
learn more about the Health Information Technology program.
Areas covered will include admissions criteria, application
process, and career options as well as other topics. Contact
thoffman@collin.edu for more information. Sessions are free to
attend and do not require a reservation.

The Respiratory Care program will host an
information session from 1-2:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov.
18, at the Preston Ridge Campus Room H226.
Prospective applicants can learn more about the
Respiratory Care program. Areas covered will include
admissions criteria, application process, and career
options as well as other topics.  Contact
thoffman@collin.edu for more information. Sessions are free to
attend and do not require a reservation.

The Auteur Film Series will screen In the Name of the Father
at 2 p.m., Monday, Nov. 15, at the Living Legends Conference
Center at the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek
Parkway in Plano. Based on a true story, Gerry Conlon and his
father are falsely implicated in an IRA bombing of a London pub.
Conlon spends 15 years in prison trying to prove their
innocence. Some material may not be suitable for all ages.
Seating is limited. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html for more
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information.
 
The 2010-11 Distinguished Speaker Series will host Daniel
Seddiqui at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 16, at the Living Legends
Conference Center (formerly Spring Creek) at the Spring Creek
Campus. The lecture is free and open to the public. Seddequi
has made a splash by traveling all 50 states working 50 different
jobs in 50 weeks. His mission was to explore the diverse
careers, environments and cultures in the United States. The
event is free and open to the public. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/DistinguishedSpeakerSeries.html.

The Health Information Technology program will host an
information session from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3, at
the Central Park Campus Pike Hall. Prospective applicants can
learn more about the Health Information Technology program.
Areas covered will include admissions criteria, application
process, and career options as well as other topics. Contact
thoffman@collin.edu for more information. Sessions are free to
attend and do not require a reservation.

 The Collin College Foundation is hosting its 2011 Collin
Cabaret – “Changing Lives” – Friday, Feb. 25, 2011, at the
Charles W. Eisemann Center, 2351 Performance Drive in
Richardson. Performance-only and full event tickets are
available. For partnership and ticket information, call
972.599.3145.
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Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
scholarship available 
The application process for the Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation Transfer Scholarship is now open.
 
The JKCF Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship honors
excellence by supporting outstanding community college
students with financial need to transfer to and complete
their bachelor's degrees at the nation's top four-year
colleges and universities.

The Foundation provides up to $30,000 per year for each
student selected, making it the largest private scholarship
for two-year and community college transfer students in
the country. 
 
Each award is intended to cover a significant share of the
student's educational expenses including: tuition, living
expenses, books and required fees for the final two to
three years necessary to achieve a bachelor's degree. 
Awards vary by individual and are based on the cost of
tuition as well as other grants or scholarships he or she
may receive.
 
To be eligible for the program, students must be
nominated to the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation by Collin
College's Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Selection
Committee. Students cannot apply directly to the
Foundation.  The selection process for these awards is
rigorous and highly competitive, with approximately 50
scholarships awarded each year out of hundreds of
nominees throughout the country. 

Minimum Eligibility Requirements
·       Be a current student at an accredited U.S.

community college or two-year institution with
sophomore status by Dec. 31, or a recent
graduate (since spring 2006).

·       Plan to enroll full-time in a baccalaureate program
at an accredited college or university in fall 2011.

·       Have a cumulative undergraduate grade-point
average of 3.5 or better.

·       Be nominated by his or her two-year institution.

·       Have significant unmet financial need.

·       Have not previously been nominated for the Jack
Kent Cooke Foundation Undergraduate Transfer
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Scholarship.

Collin College's internal deadline is Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2011
for all students to have their applications and supplemental
documentation uploaded to their foundation online
account. 
 
Collin College's Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship Committee
will then review each student's application and make their
nomination(s) to the Foundation for their deadline later in
January. 
 
Go to
www.jkcf.org or www.jkcf.org/scholarships/undergraduate-
transfer-scholarships/.  
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who
have given feedback to
Cougar Links and have
shared some of their favorite things online with the rest of
the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@collin.edu. 

Spaghetti Tacos
Malcolm Gladwell's latest book idea? 

Procrastination And Us
I meant to link this last issue.

Koro
The hidden language of Northern India. 

Fusa! 
King Julian would not be pleased. 

North Korea Loves A Parade
Eerie photos of an anniversary celebration.
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