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 The great job hunt: Speaker discovers
innovation in career design 
Daniel Seddiqui showed students
how he is "Living the Map." 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Priority registration continues for spring,
Wintermester 
Priority registration continues. Open registration begins
Dec. 3. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 'Hello Human Female' provides a December
love story 
Love the Blork.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Research project culminates with free dance
performance 
Audience gets to vote on best performance at
"Collin, Do You Think You Can Dance?"
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Pre-Admission Spotlight: The University of
Texas at Dallas 
For students eyeing UT Dallas
for transfer, the pre-
admission program may be
for you. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
Many kudos and
achievements.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Humanities exhibit is Dec. 3 
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Explore the exploits of humans at semesterly
showcase. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
As semester ends, there's
still dates to consider.
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
Links to love for
December.
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Daniel Seddiqui
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The great job hunt: Speaker discovers
innovation in career design 

When Daniel Seddiqui presented his
idea of working 50 jobs in 50 states
in 50 weeks, his parents were a bit
more than dubious.

“They said, ‘You can’t even get one
job. How are you going to get 50?’”

Touché. Granted, Seddiqui had
graduated with an economics
degree from the University of
Southern California and had spent
thousands of dollars being rejected
in 40 job interviews. Taking a huge
financial and physical risk in gallivanting across the United
States is the type of thing parents are supposed to talk you
out of.

Seddiqui, however, had a dream, and he was determined
to make it a reality.

He took his rejection lemons and made rejection lemonade.

“I wanted to do something worth doing and to also do
something that I knew I wanted to finish. That’s what I
applied when I came up with this idea. I never second
guessed this idea even once. I knew there’d be tough
times and obstacles, but I knew I’d overcome them,”
Seddiqui told the students, faculty and staff at the Spring
Creek Campus Nov. 16 as part of the Distinguished
Speaker Series 2010-11 line-up based on the theme of
“Innovation.”

So, "Living the Map" was born. Based on the idea of
discovering and understanding the cultures and people that
make up the United States, Seddiqui hit the road. Over the
next year, he would see his dream realized.

Seddiqui was a photographer in Alaska, a rodeo
announcer in South Dakota, cartographer in North Dakota
and meteorologist in Ohio.

He helped berth a foal on a stud ranch in Kentucky. He
shelled peanuts in Georgia. He cooked hundreds of crab
for hungry eaters in Maryland.

Seddiqui also learned and honed five different tenets:
Perserverance, adaptability, risk taking, networking and
endurance.
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Seddiqui worked tough jobs (cheesemaking in Wisconsin),
disappointing jobs (park ranger in Wyoming where he
spent nine hours sweeping a trail), interesting jobs
(furniture building with the Amish in Pennsylvania),
mysterious jobs (boilermaker in Missouri), scary jobs (coal
mining in West Virginia) and challenging jobs (meat
packing in Kansas).

He learned not just job skills and personal fortitude, but
about the people of this country.

A guy from the Bay Area of California wearing jeans,
sneakers and a T-shirt walks into a restaurant in South
Dakota filled with intimidating ranchers and the blue-collar
sect of America. And friendship happens. A burly, “dirty-
looking” man walks up to Seddiqui and asks him where
he’s staying. Seddiqui spent most of his nights sleeping in
his car.

The man offers Seddiqui a room in his house. Expecting
the minimum of accommodations, Seddiqui spent the night
in a palatial ranchhouse.

In the deep South, Seddiqui had trouble understanding the
accents. In Pennsylvania, he was confused as to why the
teenage Amish girls had cell phones and digital cameras.
He learned that people in Maine love lobster and people in
Vermont use syrup in everything.

“If I was going to go out and understand what America was
all about, I had to take stereotypical jobs,” Seddiqui said. “I
felt like I was living in a bubble in California my whole life
so that’s why I called the project ‘Living the Map.’”

The physical hardships took their toll. He was unable to
finish a week on a lobster boat in Maine due to
seasickness. He often slept in his car with sub-freezing
temperatures, including 2 degrees in Michigan (where he
worked as an automechanic). He was taken to the
emergency room once for a stomach virus. He was held
up at gunpoint in Detroit.

Seddiqui often worked 18-hour days, slept three hours a
night and drove countless miles across the country.

All of the risk and work has come to this. Seddiqui got a
countless amount of press during his trip. Although initially
publishers were wont to publish a book, he eventually
found a publisher and his book is being prepared for
release.

He’s also working on a program for college students where
they get hands-on, real training in different occupations
before they choose a career or major.

“I pursued economics, and I thought I’d love it and I’m
disappointed I never got the chance. Unless you
experience in real life you don’t know because you can’t
know just in a classroom with a textbook,” Seddiqui said.
“I’d rather be a surfing instructor than an economist now.”

Visit www.livingthemap.com for more information about
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Priority registration continues for
spring, Wintermester 
Priority registration for students with 30+ hours at Collin
College begins Wednesday, Dec. 1; and 10+ hours,
Thursday, Dec. 2. 

Wintermester/Spring registration opens for all students on
Dec. 3. Hours are based on credits earned at Collin
College.
 
Registration at Collin College can be done through
CougarWeb. Students can find a log-in button to
CougarWeb at the college’s website or go directly to
http://cougarweb.collin.edu . Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777.
 
Through CougarWeb, registration is available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week unless otherwise noted. Students
can also view the latest version of the e-schedule outside
of the portal at
www.collin.edu/academics/class_schedule.html . However,
they will not be able to register until they log into
CougarWeb.
 
The college accepts VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit
cards online. Personal checks are accepted in person or
over the web using the college’s secure Webcheck
program.
For more information about registration and admissions,
visit www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.
 
For more general information, visit the college website at
www.collin.edu or call 1.877.COLLIN1.
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'Hello Human Female' provides a
December love story 
The Collin Theatre
Center is presenting
Hello Human Female
Dec. 2-4 and 8-11 at
8 p.m. nad Dec. 5
and 11-12 at 2:15
p.m.

All performances at
the Black Box
Theatre located at
the Spring Creek
Campus. Tickets are
$8 general admission
and $6 for students
and senior citizens.

Hello Human Female was written by Matt Lyle, the Column
Award-winner for The Boxer and directed by Robin
Armstrong.

Hello Human Female is an odd and whimsical tale with the
message that being full of love, kindness and
understanding can make up for pretty much all of our
apparent shortcomings.

When an online dating service connects Tamela, a
guileless innocent looking for love, with Dr. Gorn, an evil
scientist with ambitions of world domination things don't go
according to plan. Tamela falls instantly in love with Dr.
Gorn's henchman, Blork, a simple, misshapen, noodle-
armed creation.

When Tamela takes Blork home to meet her Mother, Blork
is quickly sent away on what ultimately becomes a journey
of self-discovery. The play follows Blork on his trek, with
Tamela hot on his trail as they come across a coterie of
eccentric individuals.

Performances on Dec. 5 and 10 are sign interpreted for
Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing patrons. Tickets are available at
www.collintheatrecenter.com or by calling 972.881.5809.

Call 972.881.5100 or e-mail boxoffice@collin.edu for more
information.
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Research project culminates with free
dance performance 
The LeBrecht Endowed Chair Research and Community
Involvement Project is culminating in a free performance,
“Collin, You Think You Can Dance?” at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 4, at the John Anthony Theatre. 

This interactive event will allow the audience to vote for
Collin College’s favorite dance. 

The performance features dancers culled from a series of
auditions at Collin College as part of the research project
throughout the year. 
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Pre-Admission Spotlight: The University
of Texas at Dallas 

Cougar News talked with Rayna Ruth, an admissions
counselor at The University of Texas at Dallas, about
the pre-admissions program between her institution
and Collin College.
 
 
What benefits do students receive from participating
in the pre-admission program with your university?
The Pre-admissions partnership between Collin College
and UT Dallas, known as the Comet Connection Program,
allows prospective students to have access to university
resources such as advising and degree guidance.  In
addition to these services, the Comet Connection program
also gives students the ability to lock in the current tuition
rate a year before transferring to UT Dallas. The
partnership between the two intuitions also allows for an
admissions counselor from UT Dallas to come to the Collin
College campuses and offer on-site advising for the
transfer process.  
 
As a participant, can you explain how the student will
more prepared in terms of knowing the campus/being
acclimated to the UT Dallas world when they start at
your university? Are pre-admission students more
prepared?
Students who participate in the pre-admission program are
generally better prepared at the time of transfer to UT
Dallas.  Potential transfer students are invited to special
events on campus that are geared for them and usually
offered application fee waivers for their attendance.
Participants in the pre-admission program are also given
list of courses that are transferable to UT Dallas and apply
towards the degree of their choice. Overall, these students
are given the tools needed to succeed when applying to
UT Dallas.
 
How has the pre-admission partnership with Collin
College benefitted UT Dallas?
UT Dallas has benefited from the pre-admissions
partnership by allowing us to increase the number of
qualified transfer students who are academically engaged
and prepared. By reaching students at an earlier stage in
the transfer process, we can better assist them with their
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admission and transfer needs. UT Dallas transfer students
who participate in the pre-admission partnership are more
prepared in coursework planning, in understanding the
admission process, and in excelling academically at UT
Dallas.
 
Can you speak to the value of having the seamless
transfer of credits due to the partnership and what a
benefit that is to students?
UT Dallas has created Transfer Guides for all degrees
offered at our university. This list of courses helps students
plan their Collin College coursework which can greatly
ease the transfer process. This list also allows students to
see what a courses transfer to UT Dallas. Having the
ability to map out their education early is something that
our transfer students appreciate.
 
Why UT Dallas?
The University of Texas at Dallas is a young, dynamic
research institution on the cutting edge of science,
technology, medicine, business and the arts. UT Dallas
has a unique past, and its aspirations to become a top
national research university promise an even more
remarkable future. The university’s teaching mission has
expanded, its external research funding has nearly
doubled, its program offerings grew and its reputation has
gained notice nationally. 

 
UT Dallas also places a high value on its transfer student
population--which makes up more than half of all
undergraduate student body. Through the Comet
Connection program, transfer students are offered a wide
array of unique services and benefits to serve their unique
educational needs.
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College News 
Dr. Chris Doumen,
professor of biology, co-
authored “Effects of the HIV-
1 Protein Tat on Myocardial Function and Response to
Endotoxin” in Cardiovascular Toxicology. 

Board member Jenny McCall received the 2010
James H. Boswell Award by Star Children’s
Charity. The award is given annually to an
individual who exemplifies leadership and
community philanthropic spirit. 
 
Kathleen Mixson, professor of nursing, was
awarded the Outstanding Education Section
Award from the American Association of Nurse
Attorneys. 
 
The fall 2010 Technology Supplement of
Community College Week features a story
about the discovery of a main belt asteroid by
Collin College CASMNS students.
 
Student Jake Nelson won the Undergraduate
Men’s Division-Senior Men operatic competition
at the National Association of Teachers of
Singing.  He placed in the top two for operatic
undergraduate male singers in the Texoma
region of the country, which includes top singers
from universities and colleges in Texas, New
Mexico and Oklahoma.  Collin College was the
only 2-year institution to enter students in this
year’s competition. 
 
Collin College’s Mock Trial Team placed 12th

at the fifth annual Justice Louis Brandeis Mock
Trial Invitational at Brandeis University in
Massachusetts against teams from Harvard,
Brown, Tufts, Cornell and other universities. 
Collin College’s team beat one team from
Boston College and the College of the Holy
Cross. Student Dzana Ahmetovic won a Top
Witness Award. Collin placed ahead of Boston
College, Boston University, Holy Cross, Elon
University and, the host university, Brandeis
University. 
 
Gaye Cooksey, dean of Fine Arts, was named
the Plano Community Forum’s Educator of the
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Year at its annual meeting in October. 
 
Counselor Amy Lenhart was elected to the
Board of the American College Counseling
Association.  This is a national organization of
over 1,500 college counselors, educators and
psychologists that provides support, networking
and resources to assist its members in
achieving a greater degree of success in their
higher education positions.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

mailto:mrobinson@collin.edu
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/mod_print_view.cfm?this_id=1944041&u=cccc&show_issue_date=F&issue_id=000480372&lid=b11&uid=0&XXDESXXpower=Created%20with%20%3Cb%3E%3Ca%20href%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Ecom%2Fcreate%3EeNewsBuilder%3C%2Fa%3E%3C%2Fb%3E
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Humanities exhibit is Dec. 3

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article001936509.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/11/12 3:07:35 PM]

HOME

December 1, 2010: 
Number 596

College Links

www.collin.edu

CougarWeb

View Credit Class Schedule

View Continuing Education Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

The great job hunt: Speaker
discovers innovation in career
design 

Priority registration continues for
spring, Wintermester 

'Hello Human Female' provides a
December love story 

Research project culminates with
free dance performance 

Pre-Admission Spotlight: The
University of Texas at Dallas 

College News 

Humanities exhibit is Dec. 3 

Campus Dates 

Cougar Links 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Email Address:

Humanities exhibit is Dec. 3 
The Collin College Humanities Department is hosting its
semesterly exhibit from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3, in
the Spring Creek Campus atrium. 

The exhibit will feature the creative projects from Fall 2010
Humanities 1301 students - and will include music,
photography, poetry, performance, and various forms of
visual art. All are welcome to visit - and entire classes are
encouraged to attend. 

Refreshments will be served between 2-3:30 p.m. during
the reception portion of the event.
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Campus Dates 
Registration for the spring
semester opens Friday, Dec.
3. Priority registration for
students with 30+ hours begins on Wednesday, Dec. 1;
and 10+ hours, Thursday, Dec. 2. Wintermester/Spring
registration opens for all students on Dec. 3. Hours are
based on credits earned at Collin College. Registration at
Collin College can be done through CougarWeb. Students
can find a log-in button to CougarWeb at
http://cougarweb.collin.edu . Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777. For
more information about registration and admissions, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/. 

The Collin Theatre Center is presenting Hello Human
Female Dec. 2-4 and 8-11 at 8 p.m. nad Dec. 5 and 11-
12 at 2:15 p.m. All performances at the Black Box Theatre
located at the Spring Creek Campus. Tickets are $8
general admission and $6 for students and senior citizens.
Hello Human Female was written by Matt Lyle, the Column
Award-winner for The Boxer and directed by Robin
Armstrong. When an online dating service connects
Tamela, a guileless innocent looking for love, with Dr.
Gorn, an evil scientist with ambitions of world domination
things don't go according to plan. Tamela falls instantly in
love with Dr. Gorn's henchman, Blork, a simple,
misshapen, noodle-armed creation. When Tamela takes
Blork home to meet her Mother, Blork is quickly sent away
on what ultimately becomes a journey of self-discovery.
The play follows Blork on his trek, with Tamela hot on his
trail as they come across a coterie of eccentric individuals.
Performances on Dec. 5 and 10 are sign interpreted for
Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing patrons. Tickets are available at
www.collintheatrecenter.com or by calling 972.881.5809.
Call 972.881.5100 or e-mail boxoffice@collin.edu for more
information.

The Collin College Humanities Department is hosting its
semesterly exhibit from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3, in
the Spring Creek Campus atrium. The exhibit will feature
the creative projects from Fall 2010 Humanities 1301
students - and will include music, photography, poetry,
performance, and various forms of visual art. All are
welcome to visit - and entire classes are encouraged to
attend. Refreshments will be served between 2:00 – 3:30
p.m. during the reception portion of the event.

The Health Information Technology program
will host an information session from 11:30 a.m.-1
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p.m., Friday, Dec. 3, at the Central Park Campus
Pike Hall. Prospective applicants can learn more
about the Health Information Technology program.
Areas covered will include admissions criteria,
application process, and career options as well as
other topics. Contact thoffman@collin.edu for more
information. Sessions are free to attend and do not require
a reservation.

The LeBrecht Endowed Chair Research and Community
Involvement Project is culminating in a free performance,
“Collin, You Think You Can Dance?” at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 4, at the John Anthony Theatre. This
interactive event will allow the audience to vote for Collin
College’s favorite dance. The performance features
dancers culled from a series of auditions at Collin College
as part of the research project throughout the year. 

Wintermester classes begin Dec. 13. 

Winter break begins Thursday, Dec. 23. All campuses
closed. 

The Collin College Foundation is hosting its 2011 Collin
Cabaret – “Changing Lives” – Friday, Feb. 25, 2011, at the
Charles W. Eisemann Center, 2351 Performance Drive in
Richardson. Performance-only and full event tickets are
available. For partnership and ticket information, call
972.599.3145.
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Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
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