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 Registration for summer, fall announced 
Priority registration for Maymester, summer has started. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Collin Cabaret dazzles 
Annual event raises $260,000 for
scholarships. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Completing the core has its advantages 
Savings and academic success part of the reason staying
at Collin College matters. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
A little bit of something for
everyone. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Dental hygiene students 'Give Kids a Smile' 
Annual service project gave free
dental care to Plano ISD students.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Jazz Fest features special guest, Wayne
Bergeron 

Annual event in its 19th year. Features all Collin College
jazz ensembles.

[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Live Smart! fair inspires crowds toward
health 
Hundreds packed into the
Central Park Campus
Conference Center to learn
how to "Live Smart." 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Library takes new approach to meeting
student needs 
When coffee, a library and students
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Registration for summer, fall
announced 
Priority Registration For Maymester, Summer Has
Begun

Priority online registration for Collin College’s 2011
Maymester and summer semesters began March 14 while
online registration for all students begins on Thursday,
March 17.
 
Priority online registration for students with  30+ hours
begins Tuesday, March 15; and 10+ hours, Wednesday,
March 16. Maymester/Summer online registration begins
for all admitted students on Thursday, March 17. Hours are
based on credits earned at Collin College.

Fall Registration Begins In April
In addition to summer and maymester registration, Collin
College students can get an early jump on registering for
the fall 2011 semester. Priority online registration for
students with 50+ hours begins Tuesday, April 19; 30+
hours, Wednesday, April 20; and 1+ hours, Thursday, April
21. Open online registration for all admitted Collin College
students enrolling for the fall will begin Tuesday, June 21.
 
Registration Information
Registration at Collin College is done through CougarWeb.
Students can find a log-in button to CougarWeb at the
college’s website or go directly to
http://cougarweb.collin.edu.  Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777.  A
username and password are required in order to register
online.
 
Through CougarWeb, online registration is available 24
hours a day, seven days a week unless otherwise
noted. Students can also view the latest version of the e-
schedule outside of the portal at
www.collin.edu/academics/class_schedule.html . However,
they will not be able to register until they log into
CougarWeb.
 
The college accepts VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit
cards online. Personal checks are accepted in person or
over the web using the college’s secure Webcheck
program. 

For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.
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Collin Cabaret dazzles 
The 2011 Collin Cabaret has already changed lives.

Collin College Foundation's signature fundraising gala was
held Feb. 25, at the Charles W. Eisemann Center which
has raised approximately $260,000 for much-needed
scholarships for local college students. 

Visit www.collin.edu/webgalleries/collincabaret2011/ for a
photo gallery of this year's Collin Cabaret.

Collin Cabaret 2011

This year's Collin  Cabaret was held at the Eisemann Center in Richardson.

The Collin  College Jazz Lab Band brings the cool.
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Performers await their cue.

A Collin  College Dance Ensemble student strikes a pose.

Collin  Cabaret 2011 featured the Broadway favorite A Chorus Line. .
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Completing the core has its advantages 

Completing the core curriculum at Collin College can have
a number of benefits.
 
One of which is the size of a Ford Hybrid.
 
While many college students and families are struggling to
budget for necessities like gas and food, students who start
at Collin College before transferring to a university can
save automatically on travel, books and housing.
 
In fact, students who complete the "core curriculum" at
Collin College before transferring to a university can save
more than $30,000 over a two-year period, a savings
equal to the cost of a new Ford Hybrid or Audi A4. A
reserve of that proportion can alleviate years of extra loan
debt.
 
"One of the greatest benefits of attending Collin College is
I know that I'm not wasting money," said Ricky Alvarado, a
Collin College sophomore, who plans to major in corporate
communications at The University of Texas at Dallas.
 
"I didn't know out of high school what I wanted to major in
and was told to go to a university for the first three years
before deciding on a major. I would rather get the same
quality education at Collin College, where the tuition rates
are lower. I've used the money I saved by attending Collin
College to keep up my car. It's a lot easier to drive myself
to and from college than to rely on others."
 
Transfer guarantee
The majority of Collin College students plan to transfer to a
university to complete a bachelor's degree, so for these
students, the first step is passing the "core."
 
The core curriculum is set of general education courses
that meet freshman- and sophomore-level requirements for
bachelor's degrees in compliance with the Texas Education
Code. Collin College's core totals 42 hours, and when
students complete the entire core matched to the
respective bachelor's degree, state law guarantees
acceptance of those credits by any public college or
university in Texas. That means Collin students can finish
the basics at $34 per credit hour, and then focus on
specialized, upper-division courses after transferring.
 
"The most cost-effective and convenient way for Collin
College students to take advantage of their community
college preparation prior to transferring into a four year
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university is to become 'major-ready, prerequisite-ready
and core-complete' at the community college," Curt Eley,
vice president for enrollment management at The
University of Texas at Dallas, said. "To do this, a student
should coordinate his or her planned community college
coursework with the degree and prerequisite requirements
of the destination university."
 
To help with this process, Collin College transfer students
have access to academic advisors and are privy to
numerous resources, including the college's 10 unique
preadmission university partnerships.
 
"When you go to Collin College, you have all the resources
available to help you in terms of finding out how to transfer
or which transfer institution is the best fit for your major,"
Alvarado said. "Going to Collin College has really helped
me plan my goals and decide on what I want to do with
the rest of my life."
 
Better prepared 
Upon completion of the core curriculum, Collin College
students who transfer to universities are also prepared
academically for the transition.
 
According to Eley, Collin College students who complete
the core curriculum before transferring tend to have
competitive grade point averages (GPA) with their
university counterparts.
 
"For community college transfer students, the best
predictor of academic success at UT Dallas is a
competitive GPA within a solid foundation of completed
coursework," Eley said.
Bethany Heidenreich would agree. Because of her core
curriculum completion at Collin College, she earned a
bachelor's degree in child development from Texas
Woman's University in less than two years after she
transferred. "The professors at Collin College really
challenged and helped me to succeed. By the time I got to
TWU, I constantly made the Dean's List, knew what I
wanted to do and was asked to be in many student
leadership roles. My time was not wasted."

According to the state of Texas, almost 60 percent of
Collin College students who completed the core before
transferring graduated from a university with at least a 3.0
GPA.
 
"Collin College provides its students with multiple
conveniences such as a wide variety of locations, teaching
formats and schedules," Eley said. "Few four-year
universities can rival Collin College's combination of cost-
effectiveness, convenient options and flexible learning
formats."
 
To learn more about the benefits of completing the core
curriculum at Collin College, visit
http://www.collin.edu/academics/ programs/TexasCore.html
or call 972.985.3734.
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Campus Dates 
Throughout the semester, Collin College will offer free Study
Skills Seminars.The design of these seminars is to
introduce students to new ideas and strategies for reading,
note-taking, and preparing for essays, tests, and math
classes. The seminars are offered every semester and
generally last about 90 minutes. Check out this semester's
schedule at
www.collin.edu/academics/programs/study_skills_DevEd.html.

THE ARTS gallery is featuring its annual Beginning
Student Art Show through Saturday, March 26. The
Beginning Student Art Show will feature jewelry/art
metals, ceramics, sculpture, painting, watercolors,
drawing, photography, printmaking, digital art and
much more. THE ARTS gallery is located at the
Spring Creek Campus. Admission is free and open to
the public. THE ARTS gallery hours are: Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Visit www.collin.edu/THEARTSgallery or call
972.881.5873 for more information. 

Priority online registration for Collin College’s Maymester
and summer semesters has begun while online registration
for all students begins on Thursday, March 17. Priority online
registration for students with 50+ hours at Collin College
begins on Monday, March 14; 30+ hours, Tuesday, March
15; and 10+ hours, Wednesday, March 16.
Maymester/Summer online registration begins for all
admitted students on Thursday, March 17. Hours are based
on credits earned at Collin College. For more information,
visit www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.

The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
session from 1-2:30 p.m., Monday, March 21, at the Spring
Creek Campus D121. Get application packets, admissions
criteria, career options, salary information and course
sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp. 
 
The “Passport to the World” series continues Thursday,
March 24 with a visit to Ukraine. Professors Dr. Donald
Weasenforth and Frozina Goussak will present “Passport to
Ukraine” as part of the Passport to the World Cultural
Connections series from noon-1:30 p.m. at the Spring Creek
Campus Living Legends Conference Center. All “Passport to
the World” events are free and open to the public. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/PassporttotheWorld.html for
more information.

The 19th annual Collin College Jazz Festival is scheduled
for Friday-Saturday, March 25-26 with performances starting
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at 8 p.m. on Friday in the John Anthony Theatre at the
Spring Creek Campus and on Saturday at Plano East Senior
High School, 3000 Los Rios Blvd. in Plano. Wayne Bergeron,
noted Grammy-nominated musician will perform with Collin
College’s Jaztet One, Latin Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab Band
and Texas Instruments Jazz Band. Tickets for the shows will
be available at the door for $10. Starting at 8:30 a.m.,
Saturday, March 26, about 30 high school bands from
around the Metroplex will perform and receiving ratings from
judges. A schedule of events will be available on campus
this day. The daytime events are free and open to the public.
For more information, e-mail Kris Berg, professor of music,
at kberg@collin.edu or call him at 972.881.5108.
 
Collin College is celebrating its annual Art Day from noon-
4:30 p.m., Saturday, March 26. Hosted by the college’s Art
Department, the open house event will feature studio tours,
art talks, demonstrations and an awards ceremony
announcing scholarship nominees. Art faculty will guide
visitors through the studios at the Spring Creek Campus,
where all activities will take place. Demonstrations will
include metal casting, jewelry making and screen printing.
Visit www.collin.edu/art.
 
Collin College has set its annual Technical
Education Fair for Monday, March 28. This year’s
theme is “Invest in Your Future: The Value of
Networking.” The fair is from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Spring Creek Campus atrium. The Technical
Education Fair is free and open to the public.
Attendees will have the opportunity to talk with
academic advisors and faculty about Collin College’s
associate of applied science degrees and certificates.
For more information, call Caryn Hawkins at
972.377.1655 or Erin Darity at 972.548.6778.

Collin College’s Nursing Program will host an
information session from 6:30-8 p.m., Monday,
March 28, at the Central Park Campus Conference
Center. Learn about admission criteria, expectations,
career options, salary, course sequence and
prerequisites. Visit www.collin.edu/nursing for more
information. 

Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will
host an information session from 6:30-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, March 29, at the Preston Ridge Campus
Event Center. Learn about admission criteria, career
options, course sequence, salary, prerequisites and
program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.
 
 Collin College’s Nursing Program will host an
information session from 2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday,
March 29, at the Preston Ridge Campus Event
Center. Learn about admission criteria, expectations,
career options, salary, course sequence and
prerequisites. Visit www.collin.edu/nursing for more
information.
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The 2010-11 Auteur Film Series will screen the film Milk at
7 p.m., Tuesday, March 29.  This year’s series is titled
“Rough & Poetic: Great Films About (In)Justice.” The free
screening starts at 7 p.m. and doors open at 6:30 p.m. Milk
is the 2008 Gus Van Sant biopic about Harvey Milk, who, in
1977, was the first openly gay man to be voted into public
office in the United States when he was elected to the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors. The screening is at the
Living Legends Conference Center at the Spring Creek
Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano. The film
runs 128 minutes. Some material may not be suitable for all
audiences. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html for
more information.

Collin College will host Dr. Bradley Schiller, author of The
Economy today and professor of economics at the University
of Nevada-Reno from 1-3 p.m., Thursday, March 31, at the
Living Legends Conference Center at the Spring Creek
Campus. The lecture is free and open to the public. Dr.
Schiller will present “The Slow and Painful Recovery: When,
Why and How." 

Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will host an
information session from 6:30-8 p.m., Monday, April 4, at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Learn about
admission criteria, career options, course sequence, salary,
prerequisites and program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.
   
The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
session from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday, April 4, at the
Central Park Campus Room B206b. Get application packets,
admissions criteria, career options, salary information and
course sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp. 

Collin College is just the place to do it at its annual Job
Fair: Lock In Your Job from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Wednesday,
April 6, at the Spring Creek Campus atrium. The job fair is
free and open to the public. Come and look for full- and part-
time employment, professional, technical and service
positions, and internships. Visit
www.collin.edu/studentresources/career or call 972. 881.5781
for more information. 

Sigma Chi Eta, the national communication honor society is
hosting Voices from the Communication Field, a three part
series providing students with a look at communication
studies. The third workshop, Careers in Communication, is
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 6, in the Preston
Ridge Campus Event Center. . The workshop is free and
open to any Collin College student. Contact Dr. Meredith
Wang at mwang@collin.edu or Kerry Byrnes at
kbyrnes@collin.edu for more information. 

Collin College’s Nursing Program will host an information
session from 2:30-4 p.m., Monday, April 11, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center. Learn about admission
criteria, expectations, career options, salary, course
sequence and prerequisites. Visit www.collin.edu/nursing for
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more information. 

Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will host an
information session from 6:30-8 p.m., Monday, April 11, at
the Central Park Campus Conference Center. Learn about
admission criteria, career options, course sequence, salary,
prerequisites and program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.
 
Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will host an
information session from 2:30-4 p.m., Tuesday, April 12, at
the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Learn about
admission criteria, career options, course sequence, salary,
prerequisites and program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.
 
Collin College’s Nursing Program will host an information
session from 6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, April 12, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference Center. Learn about admission
criteria, expectations, career options, salary, course
sequence and prerequisites. Visit www.collin.edu/nursing for
more information. 

The Knowledge is Power lecture series will discuss the
intricacies of Facebook and more  from 1-2 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 13, at the Preston Ridge Campus Event
Center, 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco. The presentation will be
presented by Tracy Meyer, professor of psychology, and
Bryan Rasmussen, professor of political science. The
lecture’s title is “Facebook Revolutions: The Impact and
rise of Social Networks.” A question-and-answer session
will follow the lecture. For more information, contact Brett
Adams at 972.377.1604 or e-mail badams@collin.edu or
Sukanya Subramanian at 972.377.1583 or
ssubramanian@collin.edu. 

Students also can get an early jump on registering for the
fall 2011 semester. Priority online registration for students
with 50+ hours begins Tuesday, April 19; 30+ hours,
Wednesday, April 20; and 1+ hours, Thursday, April 21.
Open online registration for all admitted Collin College
students enrolling for the fall will begin Tuesday, June 21.
For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/. 

The Auteur Film Series will present 12 Angry Men at 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 20, at the Living Legends Conference
Center at the Spring Creek Campus. The film runs 96
minutes. Some material may not be suitable for all
audiences. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html for
more information. 

The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
session from noon-1:30 p.m., Friday, April 29, at the Preston
Ridge Campus Room F140. Get application packets,
admissions criteria, career options, salary information and
course sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp.
 
The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
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session from 10:30 a.m.-noon, Thursday, May 5, at the
Preston Ridge Campus Room F140. Get application packets,
admissions criteria, career options, salary information and
course sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp.
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Dental hygiene students 'Give Kids a
Smile' 
Ask Susan Moss, director of Collin College's dental
hygiene program, what her students said after completing
a rigorous day of dealing with elementary school kids, this
was the response:

"Can we come back next year?"

Like a group of children leaving Disney World, the 27
dental hygiene students that participated in this year's Give
Kids A Smile event could not get enough.

The annual event teams Collin College's dental hygiene
students and faculty with local dentists to provide free
dental work to underprivileged children in Collin County.

This year, about 117 children from Plano ISD received a
cacophony of X-rays, polishes, cleanings, fluoride rinses
and lessons in oral health. Those in need of restorative
work like extractions were recommended to a local dentist.
Collin College students teamed with students from the
Baylor College of Dentistry.

"The students love the event," Moss said. "It's so
rewarding, and they love networking with the dentists and
the older students love mentoring the first-year students. It
builds their confidence. They love to share and help
someone, especially these children who would not be able
to be seen due to finances.

"It's a lot of work. We start early at 7:30 a.m. and the first
patient is at 8:30 a.m. The last patient is at 3:30 p.m., and
we didn't get out until 7 p.m. And the students want to
come back."

Stephanie Hollingsworth is a first-year dental hygiene
student at Collin College. She said there is a change in a
child's demeanor and self-esteem when they are proud to
smile a set of clean and polished chompers.

"It is mostly second-year students taking care of the
cleanings while first-year studnets keep everything from
processing radiographs, sterilization, patient Education and
paperwork running smoothly," she said. "However, I was
fortunate enough to be able to sit down and treat one
particular patient, and I will never forget her smile. It was a
very rewarding experience."

Possibly the most important service Collin College
students provided was education. Some students walked
away from Give Kids A Smile with their first toothbrush. As
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Moss noted, "It's the beginning of their oral health. They
leave smiling and laughing. Some have big eyes coming in.
By the time they leave, you can tell that our students have
done their job."

A dental hygiene student provides services to a Plano ISD student.

Collin  College students provided a series of services at Give Kids a Smile.
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Somebody left with a new smile.

Students were required to take vitals of patients.

A dental hygiene student provides some dental education to a youngster.

[PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION]

Created with eNewsBuilder

  

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/mod_print_view.cfm?this_id=2039893&u=cccc&show_issue_date=F&issue_id=000503550&lid=b11&uid=0&XXDESXXpower=Created%20with%20%3Cb%3E%3Ca%20href%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eenewsbuilder%2Ecom%2Fcreate%3EeNewsBuilder%3C%2Fa%3E%3C%2Fb%3E
http://www.enewsbuilder.com/create


Jazz Fest features special guest, Wayne Bergeron

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article002045159.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/11/12 2:33:00 PM]

HOME

March 15, 2011: 
Number 602

College Links

www.collin.edu

CougarWeb

View Credit Class Schedule

View Continuing Education Schedule

Admission & Registration

Financial Aid

In This Issue...

Registration for summer, fall
announced 

Collin Cabaret dazzles 

Completing the core has its
advantages 

Campus Dates 

Dental hygiene students 'Give Kids a
Smile' 

Jazz Fest features special guest,
Wayne Bergeron 

Live Smart! fair inspires crowds
toward health 

Library takes new approach to
meeting student needs 

College News 

Cougar Links 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address in
the box below to receive an
email each time we post a
new issue of Cougar News or
use this feature to opt out of
your free subscription:

Jazz Fest features special guest, Wayne
Bergeron 
Wayne Bergeron just performed on the Academy Awards,
and now brings his Grammy-nominated talent to perform
with Collin College’s Jaztet One, Latin Jazz Ensemble,
Jazz Lab Band and Texas Instruments Jazz Band.
 
The 19th annual Collin College Jazz Festival is scheduled
for Friday-Saturday, March 25-26 with performances
starting at 8 p.m. on Friday in the John Anthony Theatre at
the Spring Creek Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway
in Plano and on Saturday at Plano East Senior High
School, 3000 Los Rios Blvd. in Plano.
 
Tickets for the shows will be available at the door for $10.
 
Bergeron has worked on more than 300 TV and motion
picture soundtracks, including Toy Story 3, Despicable Me,
Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Charlie St Cloud, 2012, Percy
Jackson, Cats & Dogs, Surrogates, and many others.
 
In 1986, Bergeron landed the lead trumpet position with
the Maynard Ferguson Band. He can be heard on Body &
Soul, Big Bop Nouveau, Brass Attitude and The One &
Only Maynard Ferguson.
 
Remarking on the talented trumpet player, Maynard
Ferguson had this to say during a radio interview, “Wayne
is the most musical lead trumpet player I’ve ever had on
my band.”  
 
Bergeron is also principal lead trumpet for Gordon
Goodwin’s Big Phat Band, one of the most exciting large
jazz ensembles on the planet. As a leader, he has
released two records, You Call This A Living and Plays
Well With Others.  Bergeron is also a national artist for the
Yamaha Corporation of America.
 
Starting at 8:30 a.m., Saturday, March 26, about 30 high
school bands from around the Metroplex will perform and
receiving ratings from judges. A schedule of events will be
available on campus this day. The daytime events are free
and open to the public. 
 
The Friday evening performance will feature Bergeron with
Collin College's Jaztet One and the Texas Instruments
Jazz Band and the Saturday evening performance will
feature Bergeron with Collin College’s Latin Jazz Ensemble
and Jazz Lab Band.
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For more information, e-mail Kris Berg, professor of music,
at kberg@collin.edu or call him at 972.881.5108.
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Live Smart! fair inspires crowds toward
health 
More than 45 vendors and hospitals participated and about
1,200 individuals attended learning more about safety,
healthcare, programs at the college and touring a CareFlite
helicopter, a fire engine and ambulance.

"Healthcare is becoming more expensive," said Linda
Adams, professor of physical education and chair of the
Live Smart! event. "I believe the 'free screenings' that we
offer at the fair are very important to our students and
community members, especially those that do not have
medical insurance or have minimum coverage. The fair
also provides an educational arena for participants to ask
questions and learn from the many diverse safety and
healthcare professionals."

A series of tests and screenings were available at the 2011 Live Smart!
Health and Safety Fair.
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A student attempts to walk the line during a simulated sobriety test. Officer
Jerry Hamon keeps order.

Pat McAuliff, director of  the fire science program, talks to students about the
fire service.

Don Martin, director of surgical technology, talks the insides and outsides of
his discipline.

Healthcare students take a peek into a PHI Inc. helicopter.
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Attendees get an inside look of an ambulance.
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Library takes new approach to meeting
student needs 
A two-story, Jeffersonian-style
edifice, adorned with a rotunda,
is the heart of Lauren Kallas’
success. 

On a typical day, Kallas might
check out a netbook or laptop, a
mouse and headphones.
Entering one of her favorite quiet
rooms, she would turn on the
computer, pull out her keychain
with her flash drive, open a file,
turn on her MP3 player and
focus on the day’s work. Later,
she would walk a few steps, sip
a cup of java, answer e-mail, check Facebook or watch
YouTube. 

Within a couple of hours, she would walk up a flight of
stairs and take a class. When her professor directs the
students to work on a group project, she knows the perfect
place to go—right back downstairs to the Collin College
Central Park Campus library.
 
“This library is gorgeous. It’s kind of like a Harry Potter
library because of the open area, tables and bookshelves.
Now, if only the books would float up into the air,” Kallas
said, laughing.
 
“I use the study rooms all the time. At home there are so
many distractions. They have free internet. I have dial-up
at home. They have so many books, e-books and online
databases to help with research topics, plus things to do in
your leisure time like music or videos. I like the commons
area. It is like a book store, and you can study or talk.
They have everything from relationships and religion to how
to manage in the real world as a college graduate,” said
Kallas, who plans to graduate with an associate of arts
degree this May and is contemplating earning a
communication degree from the University of Texas Austin.
 
McKinney resident Tami Sutcliffe describes the library as
grand and impressive.

“They were jam packed in the old building. The contrast is
amazing. You drive past the library and you wonder, ‘Gee,
can I go in there if I am not taking classes?’ There is a big
courtyard that wraps around the outside. Inside it is so
open but laid out in a very logical way. I go in after work or
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on the weekends. I look online to see if they have what I
want, like the latest book from a favorite fiction author or
the new biography on Matisse. You are getting access to
best sellers that you sometimes can’t find in book stores.
The advantage with Collin is they can bring in books from
the other two campus libraries in Frisco and Plano,”
Sutcliffe said.
 
Hotlinks and Coffee
With its stone pillars and grand entrance the Collin College
library may look old school, but this is not your typical
library. The building was designed to house classes and
professors’ offices as well as books or whatever may
replace them in the future. A commons area showcases
the newest book titles, CDs, DVDs and Central Perks
Café, a coffee bar. This library also offers what many
coffee houses don’t—numerous electrical outlets, allowing
individuals to keep their laptops running.  
 
Integration is key at the McKinney-based library. The
collection is organized by topic, and books, video and
audio are all located on the same shelf. The librarians also
create online Libguides, such as how to get a scholarship,
which are tailored to individual classes and include hot
links.
 
This library offers resource centers as well as an innovative
venue designed to enhance classroom performance.
Students have access to a group study room that houses a
digital projector and a computer with a 26-inch screen so
they can work as a team and refine their presentations.

 
Does an apple a day really keep the doctor away?
The Central Park Campus library also houses the college’s
Consumer Health Information Center (CHIC), which offers
numerous books, videos, audio recordings, medical
databases with full-text medical journals and newsletters,
access to reliable, evaluated health-related websites as
well as monthly brochures on topics such as breast cancer
and diabetes. The CHIC staff periodically conducts free
lectures which are open to the public.
 
To learn more, visit the CHIC site at
www.collin.edu/library/CHIC/aboutus.html
 
A clearinghouse for ubiquitous information
According to John Mullin, executive director of the Preston
Ridge Campus library, the college’s libraries have been
less affected by e-book readers, MP3 players and tablet
devices and more affected by cloud computing and
streaming media.
 
“In 2010, the college’s libraries delivered more than
635,000 films-on-demand, e-books, musical recordings,
scientific animations and full-text scholarly documents to
students. Physically-challenged students can utilize
software that transcribes speech into a Word program or
place a book in a scanner and have it read to them. Due
to licensing restrictions, most of the college libraries’
electronic resources are available only to current students.
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However, Collin County residents are welcome to check
out the extensive, current collections of scholarly books,
CDs, and DVDs, and read the hard copy journals.”
 
According to Bobbie Long, executive director of the Central
Park Campus library, the library offers about 120
databases. One of Long’s favorites, Smithsonian Global
Sound, lets students become foley artists. They can
enhance their presentations with a variety of sounds such
as wind or crickets. Students can enjoy visiting the Journal
of Visual Experiments to see video of how experiments
worked or learn anatomy using three-dimensional models
via Anatomy TV, or watch clips of World War I ships
sinking on American History in Video. 
 
“Eighty to 90 percent of the students don’t know that when
you use a database to search you can get a free account
and save your searches and then you can look at them
later at home,” Long said.
 
Embracing the gifts of the new age library
Students are aware that they can check out laptops,
netbooks, headphones, and textbooks, and they frequently
utilize this service.
 
“I am paying for my own classes. I don’t come from a very
rich family, so anything they offer I take advantage of. They
give students 300 pages of printing a semester for free. I
can’t print at home. It is too expensive. I didn’t buy books
this last semester. I borrowed them from the library for two
hours at a time. There was a waiting list, and there was
one time that someone else had the book, and I had to
wait. They also have a few graphing calculators that you
can check out for four hours. You can use them in class if
you need to,” Kallas said.
 
Sutcliffe is a frequent visitor of the new Collin College
library because she wants to read the latest best sellers as
soon as she can.
 
“What is interesting is that Collin College has a wide range
of courses, and you may be surprised at what the libraries
have to offer. Very little is reference, where you can’t check
items out. If people haven’t seen this new library, they will
truly be surprised,” Sutcliff said.
 
Kallas, who holds a 4.0 grade point average, believes that
you get what you put into your education and everything
else in life.
 
“It’s just a matter of applying yourself. That’s why I
appreciate the library. You just have to know how to shake
it and squeeze it to get the most out of it.”
 
Visit http://www.collin.edu/library for more information.
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College News 
Center for Advanced Studies in Mathematics and
Natural Sciences (CASMNS) faculty and students made
seven total presentations at the Texas Academy of
Science annual meeting March 3-5 in Austin. Faculty
included Chris Doumen, David McCulloch, Collin
Thomas, Bridgette Kirkpatrick and Jon Lawson.
Participating students were Sara Jahanziri, Shadi
Zamanipour, Joseph Chambers, Justin Norrell, Hillary
Corwin, Ashley Huntsberry, Robert Graham, Ashley
Wells, Jessica Lyon and Eugene Johnson. 

Ceilidh Charleson-Jennings, professor of communication
studies, (writing as Susannah Charleson), has sold a
second book to publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. The
Possibility Dogs, following rescued shelter dogs as they
train for psychiatric and trauma-response services, will be
published in spring 2013.  Scent of the Missing,
Charleson’s first book, was a New York Times bestseller in
2010 and has been optioned for television.

The latest edition of CougarCast, the college's podcast, is
up and features a talk with Emily Pilloton, the recent
guest speaker as part of the college's Distinguished
Speaker Series. She is also the founder of Project H
Design, a nonprofit organization that provides design
solutions in communities around the nation. Listen:
www.collin.edu/news/audio.html.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@collin.edu.

It'll Never Work!
Quotes and predictions that worked out poorly.

Sky Rockets In Flight
Rocket blast from cruising altitude. 

Shackleton's Antartica
In colour!

Music From A Tree
Oaks are waaaaaaayyyyy into hip-hop.

The Someone You're Not
A man and his freedom.
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submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 
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