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 'Drunken brawl' turns into alcohol education 
Semi-Annual Drunk Olympics
teaches lessons before Spring
Break. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 The social network: Lecture series gives
Facebook a poke 
Forget Zuckerberg! We just want to know what Farmville is
all about. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Campus Dates 
It's April! No fooling. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Annual Job Fair coming April 6 
Radio Disney, Pizza Hut Park, FC Dallas and Rector
Marketing just a few of the companies converging on the
Spring Creek Campus. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Collin Dance Ensemble presents spring
show 
"Existence Musings" goes from
Friday-Saturday, April 15-16.
Tickets are $6 for students. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Summer registration ongoing 
Summertime: An excellent time to squeeze in those extra
hours toward graduation. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 College News 
A student, a dean, a lab
assistant, an associate
faculty, a PR writer, a district
president and more! 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Cougar Links 
The Internet is a beast. We
try to tame it a little at a
time.  
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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'Drunken brawl' turns into alcohol
education 

Two "combatants" square off during the Semi-Annual Drunk Olympics at the
Preston Ridge Campus Cougar Den March 10. The event sought to increase
alcohol awareness before Spring Break. The "fighter" on the left is wearing
the "drunk goggles," which inhibit  depth perception, balance and focus.

“The drunk guy went down!”

A lunchtime of hot dogs and “mocktails” (see: Dr Pepper,
Mountain Dew) spiraled into a lesson-driven all-out brawl
at the Preston Ridge Campus Cougar Den March 10.

Outside of a few egos, no one was hurt. No black eyes,
bruised mid-sections, broken noses or bloody lips. There
were no tables upturned in drunken anger.

In fact, the “Semi-Annual Drunk Olympics” hosted by
Prevent Abuse and Use of Substances through Education
(PAUSE) sought to warn students preparing for Spring
Break about the effects of alcohol on reflexes, vision and
muscle movement.

The “Drunken Brawl” pitted students against each other in
Playstation III’s “Fight Night Round 4” as digitized Mike
Tysons. One student perfectly normal. The other
competitor, however, was hampered with the “drunk
goggles,” goggles altered with a film that distorts vision,
spatial recognition and depth of perception, thus altering
reflexes and balance.

The idea, according to Robert Aronoff, professor of speech
communication and faculty advisor for PAUSE, was to
recreate the effects of alcohol on the senses while the
students were sober. If they understand what alcohol can
do to you in the right state of mind, it might make them
think twice about imbibing during Spring Break, or at least
alter their behavior to be safe.

“I don’t know if it’s changing perceptions as far as it is
making them aware of that change,” Aronoff said. “When
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you get drunk, you’re slowly feeling the effects and your
body accepts it as the normal thing. When you put on the
glasses and you go from untrammeled vision to skewed in
a second, it make the impact.

“Spring Break is about counting the tragedies. If we can
get a few people to realize and have them move into break
with that perception, I’ll call it a success.”

Before the winter holidays, PAUSE hosted a similar event.
Using a driving video game, students had to negotiate the
course at high speeds with the “drunk goggles” on.
Needless to say, there were quite a few moments of cars
flying off the road, going backwards and crashes.

During the “Drunken Brawl,” about nine times out of 10,
the “drunk” competitor lost the fight.

“It’s hard to play when you’re ‘drunk,’” said Dan Fromme,
19, from Frisco. “You don’t know what buttons your
pressing. You just take your chances.” Fromme played
“sober” and “drunk.” He lost while “drunk” and won while
“sober.”

Chase Avants was defeated by his “sober” counterpart and
classmate Sarah Lindner.

“It was hard to see. Clarity was off. Reaction time was
hard to maintain. It was hard to focus,” Avants said. 

“ It’s kind of embarrassing (getting beat by a girl). I think
she has some built up anger," he added, jokingly.

"Drunk" Chase Avants (left) and "sober" Sarah Lindner battle during the
Semi-Annual Drunk Olympics.
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The social network: Lecture series
gives Facebook a poke 
Nothing is bigger than Facebook and other social media.
 
The Knowledge is Power lecture series will discuss the
intricacies of Facebook and more  from 1-2 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 13, at the Preston Ridge Campus Event
Center, 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco.
 
The lecture is free and open to the public.
 
Tracy Meyer, professor of psychology at Collin College,
and Bryan Rasmussen, professor of political science at
Collin College, will present “Facebook Revolutions: The
Impact and Rise of Social Networks.”
 
Meyer will be looking at how Facebook affects
relationships, emotions, and lives in general.  She will
present ways in which Facebook enriches lives as well as
ways in which it can negatively affect it.  She will also
present a few ways to keep personal information safe while
using the site.
 
This will be followed by an analysis on the affect of social
networking in politics by Rasmussen.
 
A question-and-answer session will follow the lecture.
 
The Knowledge is Power lecture series pairs professors
from different academic arenas into one discussion about a
topic relevant in global current issues.
 
For more information, contact Brett Adams at 972.377.1604
or e-mail badams@collin.edu or Sukanya Subramanian at
972.377.1583 or ssubramanian@collin.edu.
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Campus Dates 
Throughout the semester, Collin College will offer free Study
Skills Seminars.The design of these seminars is to
introduce students to new ideas and strategies for reading,
note-taking, and preparing for essays, tests, and math
classes. The seminars are offered every semester and
generally last about 90 minutes. Check out this semester's
schedule at
www.collin.edu/academics/programs/study_skills_DevEd.html.

Priority online registration for Collin College’s Maymester
and summer semesters has begun while online registration
for all students. For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.

THE ARTS gallery will host “Energy V” through
Wednesday, April 20. A reception is set from 4-7 p.m.,
Thursday, April 7. The gallery is located at the Spring Creek
Campus. Admission is free and open to the public. “Energy
V” features the work of Collin College communication design
(formerly, applied graphic design) students including graphic
design, commercial photography, game art, web-interactive
media, 2D and 3D animation, and digital video. THE ARTS
gallery hours are: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Visit
www.collin.edu/THEARTSgallery for more information. 

The Middle Eastern Student Association (MESA) is hosting
its annual Arabian Night from 6:30-11 p.m., Saturday, April
2, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Arabian
Night is a fun-filled evening with food, entertainment, an
Arabic wedding, fashion show, music and dance. Seating is
limited. Tickets are $7 for students and $10 general
admission. Email MESA@collin.edu or call 972.516.5093 for
tickets.

Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will host an
information session from 6:30-8 p.m., Monday, April 4, at the
Spring Creek Campus Conference Center. Learn about
admission criteria, career options, course sequence, salary,
prerequisites and program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.

The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
session from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday, April 4, at the
Central Park Campus Room B206b. Get application packets,
admissions criteria, career options, salary information and
course sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp. 

Collin College is just the place to do it at its annual
Job Fair: Lock In Your Job from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
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Wednesday, April 6, at the Spring Creek Campus
atrium. The job fair is free and open to the public.
Come and look for full- and part-time employment,
professional, technical and service positions, and
internships. Visit
www.collin.edu/studentresources/career or call 972.
881.5781 for more information. 

The Middle Eastern Student Association will host Dr.
Kacem Ayachi, associate professor of political science
from noon-1:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 6, at the
Spring Creek Campus Living Legends Conference
Center. The presentation is titled “Arab
Revolutions: A New Era of Mass Politics in the
Middle East and North Africa.” The event is free
and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.
Contact MESA@collin.edu or 972.516.5093 for more
information. 

Sigma Chi Eta, the national communication honor society is
hosting Voices from the Communication Field, a three part
series providing students with a look at communication
studies. The third workshop, Careers in Communication, is
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 6, in the Preston
Ridge Campus Event Center. . The workshop is free and
open to any Collin College student. Contact Dr. Meredith
Wang at mwang@collin.edu or Kerry Byrnes at
kbyrnes@collin.edu for more information. 

Collin College’s Nursing Program will host an
information session from 2:30-4 p.m., Monday, April
11, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
Learn about admission criteria, expectations, career
options, salary, course sequence and prerequisites.
Visit www.collin.edu/nursing for more information. 

Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will
host an information session from 6:30-8 p.m.,
Monday, April 11, at the Central Park Campus
Conference Center. Learn about admission criteria,
career options, course sequence, salary, prerequisites
and program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.
 
Collin College’s Surgical Technology Program will
host an information session from 2:30-4 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 12, at the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center. Learn about admission criteria,
career options, course sequence, salary, prerequisites
and program expectations. Visit
www.collin.edu/surgicaltech.
 
Collin College’s Nursing Program will host an
information session from 6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, April
12, at the Spring Creek Campus Conference Center.
Learn about admission criteria, expectations, career
options, salary, course sequence and prerequisites.
Visit www.collin.edu/nursing for more information. 

The Knowledge is Power lecture series will discuss
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the intricacies of Facebook and more  from 1-2 p.m.,
Wednesday, April 13, at the Preston Ridge Campus
Event Center, 9700 Wade Blvd. in Frisco. The
presentation will be presented by Tracy Meyer,
professor of psychology, and Bryan Rasmussen,
professor of political science. The lecture’s title is
“Facebook Revolutions: The Impact and rise of
Social Networks.” A question-and-answer session
will follow the lecture. For more information, contact
Brett Adams at 972.377.1604 or e-mail
badams@collin.edu or Sukanya Subramanian at
972.377.1583 or ssubramanian@collin.edu. 

The Collin Dance Ensemble will host its spring
showcase Friday and Saturday, April 15 and 16 at
the John Anthony Theatre. The ensemble’s show is
titled “Existence Musings.” Shows include 8 p.m.
performances both nights and a 2 p.m. performance
Saturday. Tickets are $8 general admission and $6
for students and senior citizens. The John Anthony
Theatre is located on the Spring Creek Campus.
Tickets are available online by visiting
www.collin.edu/dance and clicking on calendar. For
more information call 972.881.5107.

Students also can get an early jump on registering
for the fall 2011 semester. Priority online
registration for students with 50+ hours begins
Tuesday, April 19; 30+ hours, Wednesday, April 20;
and 1+ hours, Thursday, April 21. Open online
registration for all admitted Collin College students
enrolling for the fall will begin Tuesday, June 21. For
more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/. 

Collin College is hosting its annual Earth Day
celebration at the Preston Ridge Campus from 1-3
p.m., Wednesday, April 20, the public is invited to
enjoy free music, art and education about
environmentally-friendly initiatives and practices.
Earth Day events are set for the quad commons area
at the campus. In case of rain, events will be moved
to the event center. Earth Day events are free. Email
vwright@collin.edu for questions or more
information.  

The Auteur Film Series will present 12 Angry Men at
7 p.m., Wednesday, April 20, at the Living Legends
Conference Center at the Spring Creek Campus. The
film runs 96 minutes. Some material may not be
suitable for all audiences. Visit
www.collin.edu/academics/csce/auteurfilmseries.html
for more information. 

The Collin Theatre Center will stage Unnecessary Farce by
Paul Slade Smith from April 28-30 and May 4-7 at 8 p.m.
and May 1 and May 7-8 at 2:15 p.m. The May 1 and May 6
performances will be sign interpreted.  This play contains
adult situations, and may not be appropriate for young
audiences.  It is up to the parent/guardian or patron to make
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the determination if an event is age appropriate for yourself
or your child prior to purchasing tickets.  Ushers will not
prevent entry of children and young people. Tickets are $6
for students and seniors and $8 for general admission. Visit
www.collintheatrecenter.com for tickets or more information.

The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
session from noon-1:30 p.m., Friday, April 29, at the Preston
Ridge Campus Room F140. Get application packets,
admissions criteria, career options, salary information and
course sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp. 

Collin College will feature hand-thrown or hand-built pottery
during the Student Artist Pottery Sale from 9 a.m.- 8 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 4, at the Spring Creek Campus Atrium,
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, in Plano. Peruse an eclectic
collection of work – stemming from bowls, plates, bottles,
vases, pitchers, teapots, mugs and sculptures – for
reasonable prices. A portion of the Student Artist Pottery
Sale’s proceeds benefit Collin College’s ceramics
department.
 
The Respiratory Care Program is hosting an information
session from 10:30 a.m.-noon, Thursday, May 5, at the
Preston Ridge Campus Room F140. Get application packets,
admissions criteria, career options, salary information and
course sequence. Visit www.collin.edu/rcp. 

The Collin Theatre Center will present William
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew as part of
its 2011 Summer Shakespeare Tuesday, June 28-
Sunday, July 3 at the John Anthony theatre. This
year’s performances will be directed by Joanne Zipay,
artistic director of the Judith Shakespeare Company
in New York. Visit www.collintheatre.com for more
information.
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Annual Job Fair coming April 6 
Right now is a perfect time to explore careers and job
opportunities.
 
Collin College is just the place to do it at its annual Job
Fair: Lock In Your Job from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Wednesday,
April 6, at the Spring Creek Campus atrium, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway in Plano.
 
The job fair is free and open to the public.
 
Come and look for full- and part-time employment,
professional, technical and service positions, and
internships.
 
Participating companies include: American Girl, AutoZone,
City Square, Chili’s Bar and Grill, FC Dallas and Pizza Hut
Park, Frisco Montessori Academy, Lochinvar Corporation,
Mad Science of Dallas and Fort Worth, Radio Disney,
Vector Marketing and more.
 
The event is sponsored by Collin College Career Services,
Counseling and SAFAC.
 
Visit www.collin.edu/studentresources/career or call 972.
881.5781 for more information.
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Collin Dance Ensemble presents spring
show 

The Collin Dance Ensemble will host its spring showcase
Friday and Saturday, April 15 and 16 at the John Anthony
Theatre.
 
The ensemble’s show is titled “Existence Musings.” Shows
include 8 p.m. performances both nights and a 2 p.m.
performance Saturday. Tickets are $8 general admission
and $6 for students and senior citizens.
 
The John Anthony Theatre is located on the Spring Creek
Campus, 2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway in Plano.
 
The Collin Dance Ensemble, the resident performing
company for Collin College, performs innovative
contemporary modern dance. Under the direction of
Tiffanee Arnold, the company tours throughout the Dallas-
Fort Worth area, performing in local concerts and festivals. 
The dance company attends and performs at the American
College Dance Festival annually and has been selected for
the Gala Performance at the regional festivals six times.
The company has also performed in New York City at the
American College National Dance Festival.
 
Dancers involved in Collin Dance Ensemble have
opportunities to work with professional dance companies.
Former residencies include: Cheryl Chaddick Dance
Theatre, Janice Garrett & Dancers, Battleworks Dance
Company, Pilobolus Too, Eisenhower Dance Ensemble
from Michigan, Houston Metropolitan Dance Company and
others.
 
Tickets are available online by visiting
www.collin.edu/dance and clicking on calendar. For more
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Summer registration ongoing 
Priority Registration For Maymester, Summer Has
Begun

Priority online registration for Collin College’s 2011
Maymester and summer semesters are in full swing. 
 
In addition to summer and Maymester registration, Collin
College students can get an early jump on registering for
the fall 2011 semester. Priority online registration for
students with 50+ hours begins Tuesday, April 19; 30+
hours, Wednesday, April 20; and 1+ hours, Thursday, April
21. Open online registration for all admitted Collin College
students enrolling for the fall will begin Tuesday, June 21.
 
Registration Information
Registration at Collin College is done through CougarWeb.
Students can find a log-in button to CougarWeb at the
college’s website or go directly to
http://cougarweb.collin.edu.  Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777.  A
username and password are required in order to register
online.
 
Through CougarWeb, online registration is available 24
hours a day, seven days a week unless otherwise
noted. Students can also view the latest version of the e-
schedule outside of the portal at
www.collin.edu/academics/class_schedule.html . However,
they will not be able to register until they log into
CougarWeb.
 
The college accepts VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit
cards online. Personal checks are accepted in person or
over the web using the college’s secure Webcheck
program. 

For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.

For more general information, visit the college website at
www.collin.edu or call 1.877.COLLIN1.
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College News 

Lisa Reed, associate professor, successfully defended her
dissertation for a doctorate in English from Texas A&M
University-Commerce.
 
Sheri Sellars, nursing student, was elected to serve for
the next year as the North Regional Director of the Texas
Student Nurses' Association. 
 
The National Science Foundation publication
“ATE Centers IMPACT 2011: Advanced
Technological Education Centers, Partners with
Industry for a New American Workforce”
highlighted Collin College’s convergence
technology center and also includes pictures of
several of our CTC students throughout the
publication.
 
Trustee Sam Roach and district president Cary Israel
attended the invitation only U. S. Department of Education
Regional Community College Summit in Houston on March
9.  Four regional summits were held after a kick-off by
President Barack Obama and Jill Biden at the White House
that included business, education and organizational leaders,
students, and others from across the nation. The summit in
Houston was led by Martha Kanter, Undersecretary of
Education, with the purpose of coming together in an effort to
eliminate some of the bureaucracy that exists in education
processes at the federal level.
 
Don Weasenforth, dean of Developmental
Education, had his article “Asynchronous
Instructional Audio Feedback in Online
Environment: A Mixed Methods Study” published
in the March 2011 issue of the Journal of Online
Learning and Teaching.
 
Justin Jones, public relations writer, won a Silver
Paragon award from the National Council for
Marketing and Public Relations for an article on
Adam Hurst written for Allen Image magazine.

Mark Garcia, lab instructor, is a co-author of an
article published in the international journal Nature
Structural and Molecular Biology titled “Evidence
for rudimentary telomere capping by G-
quadruplexes in Saccharomyces cerevisiae.”
 
On March 8, the Center for Scholarly and Civic
Engagement sponsored a poverty simulation
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event that was facilitated by Region 10
Educational Center.  Eighty-six  people
participated in the simulation where participants
pretended to be members of a low-income
community attempting to survive weeks of
poverty. 

Art Day 2011
Collin College's fine arts division hosted Art Day March 26
at its facilities on the Spring Creek Campus. The event
was open to the public and featured a number of hands-on
demonstrations and tours. 

A youngster puts the finishing touches on a screen print of
the Art Day design on a T-shirt.

A student works on her "60 Minute Art Gallery"
project. Led by Rachel Carothers of Santa Fe
University, the project required participants to
conceptualize, complete, market and set up their own
art show in 60 minutes.
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The final product of one of the "60-Minute Art Shows."

Collin  Cougar gets into the action helping out with some pinewod derby
participants.

Speed Racer: The winner of the pinewood derby at Art Day.
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Professor Chris Tinnen starts the fire casting a piece of metal of a Lego
piece.

Professor Luke Sides casts metal during a demonstration of metal sculpture
making.
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A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
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submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: April 15. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 
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