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 Alpha Mu Tau makes splash internationally 
Collin College chapter proves
worthy on big stage. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Student receives national fellowship 
Former SGA president honored by
Campus Compact. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 College News 
The only good news is good
news. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Registration ongoing as summer approaches

Summer I and III beginning in a couple of weeks. Get that
schedule filled up now. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 
 Blossoms of Hope: Raising money for
Japanese relief 
Social Justice Club, psychology class
team together to make a difference. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Campus Dates 
Looks like summer. Feels like
summer. Must be summer. 
[Click Here for Full Story] 

 

 Cougar Links 
Quicksand! Einstein! Females
in cartoons! 
[Click Here for Full Story] 
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Alpha Mu Tau makes splash
internationally 

The Alpha Mu Tau chapter of Phi Theta Kappa earned a  number of prestigious awards at
the recent International  Conference in Seattle. The Alpha Mu Tau officers (from left) are
Taylor Alexander, Jessica  Sanders, Shay Templeton, sponsor and professor  Frank Mayhew,
Katie Ye, Haley Warzecha,  Naziya Rehman,  Mito Are and Sonya Suttles.

Collin College's chapter of Phi Theta Kappa – Alpha Mu
Tau – brought home a number of awards from the
International Conference in Seattle April 6-10.

Phi Theta Kappa is the international honor society for two-
year colleges.

Greg Shimko was named one of the 25 International
Distinguished Members.

As a chapter, Alpha Mu Tau was named one of the top 30
Distinguished College Projects, one of the top 50
Distinguished Chapters, and they received one of 30
Honors-In-Action awards.

Finally, Alpha Mu Tau was named one of the world's top
10 Distinguished Chapters.

"This has been a rewarding year for Phi Theta Kappa, and
although we've enjoyed receiving much recognition for our
accomplishments, the most fulfilling aspect of our
involvement in this organization has been our own personal
growth," said Katie Ye, president of Alpha Mu Tau. "We
were able to serve our community and college while
becoming better leaders and citizens in the process. I
strongly encourage my fellow students to be involved at
Collin College because you never know what opportunities
lie ahead."

More than 1,200 students and 400 chapters were
represented at the conference.
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Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society is the largest honor
society in American higher education with 1,250 chapters
on college campuses in all 50 of the United States,
Canada, Germany, the Republic of Palau, the Republic of
the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia,
the British Virgin Islands, the United Arab Emirates and
U.S. territorial possessions.

"In all of my years of working with students, I have never
been associated with a more involved group of young
adults," said Frank Mayhew, professor of history and
sponsor of Alpha Mu Tau. "I have been extremely proud of
their dedication to the principles of Phi Theta Kappa and
Collin College."

Membership to Phi Theta Kappa is based primarily upon
academic achievement. The organization offers a myriad of
opportunities for scholarships, intellectual enrichment and
personal development through programs based on the
Society's Hallmarks.
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Student receives national fellowship 

Campus Compact recently honored a
Collin College student as a Newman
Civic Fellow.

Ricardo Alvarado, of McKinney, was
one of 135 college and university
students from 30 states and Mexico
to be named to the prestigious honor.

The Newman Civic Fellows Awards
recognize inspiring college student
leaders who have demonstrated an
investment in finding solutions for
challenges facing communities
throughout the country.

Alvarado is a 21-year-old communication studies student.
He plans on transferring to the University of North Texas in
the fall 2011.

At Collin College, Alvarado served as president of the
Student Government Association, Region II President of
the Texas Junior College Student Government Association,
a member of the Mock Trial Team, Phi Theta Kappa
International Honor Society, Political Science Club and
other committees. Alvarado also is a student assistant at
the Collin College Honors Institute.

The award is named after Dr. Frank Newman, one of the
founders of Campus Compact, who had a tremendous
impact on American education and its role in the
development of citizens who are eager and prepared to
make a difference. He dedicated his life to creating
systemic change through education reform.

"These students represent the next generation of public
problem solvers and civic leaders. They serve as national
examples of the role that higher education can -- and does
-- play in building a better world," explains Campus
Compact President Maureen F. Curley.

Alvarado joined students from Stanford University,
Michigan State University, Kansas State University, Duke
University, Bucknell University and Georgetown University
on the Newman Civic Fellows list.

Campus Compact is a national coalition of more than
1,100 college and university presidents—representing
about six million students, who are committed to fulfilling
the civic purposes of higher education to improve
community life and to educate students for civic and social
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responsibility. Through the Newman Civic Fellows Awards,
college and university presidents acknowledge students
with the ability and motivation to create lasting change in
our communities.

For more information about the Newman Civic Fellows,
visit www.compact.org.
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College News 

Pamela Cooper, a financial aid
advisor at the Preston Ridge
Campus, was crowned Mrs. Plano
May 1 at the Dallas United America
Pageant, the local preliminary for
the Texas United America Pageant.
She will compete on the state level
Sunday, June 12 in Austin. 

Former Collin College student Chris
(Megert) August won three awards
at the 42nd annual GMA Dove
Awards, the contemporary Christian
music version of the Grammys. August won for "New Artist
of the Year," "Male Vocalist of the Year" and
"Pop/Contemporary Album of the Year" for his debut album
No Far Away. August won the most awards for any new
artist. 

Pam Love-White, counselor, received the National Society
of Leadership and Success Award from Sigma Alpha Pi. 

Dr. Linda Qualia, director of counseling, was elected to a
two-year term on the Collin County Council on Family
Violence Advisory Board and as chair of the Professional
Development Committee.  

At its March meeting, the National League for
Nursing Accrediting Commission affirmed the
continuing accreditation status of Collin College’s
nursing program following the addition of a new
teaching location at the Medical Center of
McKinney. 
 
Sheri Sellars, nursing student, was recently
elected to serve as the North Regional Director of
the Texas Student Nurses’ Association.
 
PBK Architects has been informed that the Collin
Higher Education Center received the “Platinum
Award for Best Designer Element” for the central
atrium in the Higher Education Center.  The award
was presented by Collegedesigner.com as part of
its second annual College Designer Collabetition. 
 
Dr. Levi Bryant, professor of philosophy, co-
authored the book The Speculative Turn: 
Continental Materialism/Realism and published two
articles, The Ontic Principle:  Outline of an Object-
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Oriented Ontology (Press, 2011) and On the
Reality and Construction of Hyperobjects with
Reference to Class (“Speculations” 2011.)  Dr.
Bryant also presented at the “Hello Everything!: 
Speculative Realism and Object-Oriented”
symposium hosted by UCLA.  He also presented at
the “Metaphysics and Things:  New Trends in
Speculative Thought” symposium hosted by
Claremont Graduate School in California and at the
Rocky Mountain Modern Literature Association in
Albuquerque. 
 
Sam Tullock, professor of history, published two
chapters in A Noble Company: Biographical
Essays on Notable Particular-Regular Baptists in
America. The chapters are on eighteenth century
American Baptists Benjamin Miller, founder of
Brown University, and John Hart, a signer of the
Declaration of Independence. 
 
Collin College, in partnership with The Texas
Institute, a local nonprofit organization with
extensive expertise in the electric grid, electric
systems, and smart meters, was chosen by the
Texas State Energy Conservation Office to develop
a Smart Grid Management Certification
Program. The grant award of $133,626 will be
used to develop curriculum to train the next
generation of Texans to become Smart Grid
Managers.  
 
The National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) accepted professor Dallie Clark’s
application to attend the summer workshop titled,
“Concord, Massachusetts:  Transcendentalism and
Social Reform in Antebellum America,” July 17-23.

Linda Andrews, reference librarian at the Preston
Ridge Campus was elected as chair of the
Museums, Arts and Humanities Division of the
Special Libraries Association, a major international
library organization. 

Staci Taylor was named the 2011 Outstanding
Dental Hygiene Student in Texas recently and was
also featured in the Texas Dental Hygienists'
Association Times. 
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Registration ongoing as summer
approaches 
Online registration for summer I, II and III
semesters continues through the first day of class. 

The summer I and III semesters begin Monday, June 6.
Summer II classes begin Monday, July 11. 
 
Registration Information
Registration at Collin College is done through CougarWeb.
Students can find a log-in button to CougarWeb at the
college’s website or go directly to
http://cougarweb.collin.edu. Then go to the "Registration
Tools" channel on the home tab. For help logging into the
portal, call the Student Help Desk at 972.377.1777.  A
username and password are required in order to register
online.
 
Through CougarWeb, online registration is available 24
hours a day, seven days a week unless otherwise
noted. Students can also view the latest version of the e-
schedule outside of the portal at
www.collin.edu/academics/class_schedule.html . However,
they will not be able to register until they log into
CougarWeb.
 
The college accepts VISA, MasterCard or Discover credit
cards online. Personal checks are accepted in person or
over the web using the college’s secure Webcheck
program. 

For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.

For more general information, visit the college website at
www.collin.edu or call 1.877.COLLIN1.
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Blossoms of Hope: Raising money for
Japanese relief 

The earthquake and subsequent tsunami that ravaged Japan inspired students at
Collin  College to raise funds for the American Red Cross for relief  efforts.  The
cherry blossom -- represented here in pink and white tissue paper -- is a national
symbol for Japan.

By Evan Bechtol
Special Correspondent

On March 11, the largest earthquake in Japanese history
struck 230 miles north of Tokyo, registering a 9.0 on the
Richter scale.

Due to the size of the earthquake, tsunami warnings were
sent out all across the Pacific, even to places such as
Hawaii and California. However, the tsunami ended up
striking Japan at Sendai, Fukushima and Miyagi
prefectures.

The largest and most destructive portion of the tsunami hit
Sendai, where a wall of water 30 feet high made land fall
in the rural area, sweeping away entire residential and
commercial areas, as well as destroying the majority of the
surrounding farmland.

Fukushima also experienced a highly-destructive tsunami,
where its nuclear plants were severely damaged, rendering
them inoperable, as well as leaking abnormally high levels
of radiation to the nearby city. Japanese authorities have
stated that there are an estimated 27,000 dead.

To help raise funds for the relief effort, the Social Justice
Club, as well as Professor Salena Brody's social
psychology class, came together to create the "Blossoms
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of Hope" project April 15 in the quad at the Preston Ridge
Campus.

The group created a cherry blossom tree, which is
symbolic to Japanese culture, and asked students as well
as faculty to help them raise money for the cause. Visitors
helped decorate their tree with handmade cherry blossoms
made by the class and they were able to dedicate their
blossoms with a short sentiment attached to the flower.

"I believe the students walked away from this experience
energized and inspired by the generosity of others,"
Professor Brody said. "They also learned how to draw from
their strengths and work together. Reema can build,
Madison knows origami, Audrey's a great baker,
Jacqueline makes beautiful cherry blossoms -- they each
brought something unique to the table and knew their
classmates were counting on them for the success of the
whole project. They were accountable to each other and it
was a wonderful bonding experience for the class."

The psychology class has been studying Robert Cialdini's
"The Influence of Psychology," which covers what
influences people to make decisions and how it happens
without most people even realizing it as it takes place.
They incorporated these methods, including reciprocation.
Enticing passers-by with free cookies, the students would
engage in talking about the disaster and asking to help
decorate the tree, which usually also ended up in receiving
a donation.

"I really felt like I was making a difference for people. It
was a great thing to be able to raise money for those who
desperately need aid," student Montrel Harper said.

In total, the group raised $1,327 for the relief effort, which
was presented to a representative of the American Red
Cross at a ceremony May 3. The money will be used to
provide for basic necessities of food, water, clothes and
shelter.

"It felt good to do something that would benefit someone
else. The fact that it was for tsunami relief made it more
special to me," student Christopher Boyd said.

Japan is in dire need of aid after this devastating disaster
and still needs much more help from people all over the
world. If you or anyone else is interested in finding out how
to further assist here, contact Professor Brody, advisor of
the Social Justice club (justice@collin.edu) or check the
American Red Cross for more information on how to help
those in need.
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Campus Dates 
Maymester begins Monday, May 16. 

Summer I and III begin Monday, June 6. 

Registration is open for the 2011 Math Summer Bridge
Program for incoming students is scheduled Mondays-
Thursdays, June 13-30. Participants have the choice of
attending workshops from 10:10 a.m.-12:10 p.m. at the
Preston Ridge Campus, or from 1-3 p.m. at the Spring
Creek Campus. Students must attend sessions at one site.
The Math Summer Bridge Program is free. Seating is
limited. Math placement testing will be required as part of
the application process. The Math Summer Bridge
Program is an intensive three-week session and
participants should plan to attend the entire time. Visit
www.collin.edu/destinationcollege or call 972.377.1772 to
apply or for more information. 
 
Open online registration for the fall 2011 semester will
begin Tuesday, June 21. For more information, visit
www.collin.edu/gettingstarted/register/.
 
Collin College will host a series if New Student
Orientations – for parents, students and non-traditional
students -- throughout July and August. All students are
encouraged to attend. The free sessions will provide an
overview of all available resources, services and
opportunities at Collin College. For details on times and
dates contact orientation@collin.edu or 972.377.1750.
Register now online at www.collin.edu/orientation.

THE ARTS gallery will present “Yellow Wallpaper” from
Thursday, June 9-Wednesday, June 29. The exhibition is
free and open to the public. “Yellow Wallpaper” is the
annual photography scholarship show featuring student
works of Katherine Simpson, Natalie Grubb, Brooke Opie
Ragusa, Iris Brawley, Diane Smith and Alyssa Lancaster. A
reception is set from 6-8 p.m., Friday, June 10 at the
gallery. THE ARTS gallery summer hours are: Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information about this
show or future shows, visit the gallery’s website at
www.collin.edu/THEARTSgallery or call 972.881.5873.
 
The Collin Theatre Center will present William
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew as part of its
2011 Summer Shakespeare Tuesday, June 28-Sunday,
July 3 at the John Anthony Theatre. This year’s
performances will be directed by Joanne Zipay, artistic
director of the Judith Shakespeare Company in New York.

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/index000517871.cfm?x=b11,0,w
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3669060%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3721403%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3687774%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3678249%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3822527%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3721404%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3923796%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3453596%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3793664%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C3788364%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/www.collin.edu/destinationcollege
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C500166%2Cbj2Qy77q%2C3721405%2Cbj8VjTW
mailto:orientation@collin.edu
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/eletra/gow.cfm?z=cccc%2C517871%2C0%2C4869079%2Cb11
http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/www.collin.edu/THEARTSgallery


Campus Dates

http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cccc/e_article002099565.cfm?x=b11,0,w[4/11/12 2:18:19 PM]

About Cougar News

A newsletter for the students, faculty
and staff of the Collin College. Published
semi-monthly. For information or
submissions, call 972.599.3142. Cougar
News welcomes student and faculty
submissions. Next deadline: June 1. All
submissions are due by 5 p.m. on the
due date. Photos cannot be returned.
Text should be e-mailed to
mrobinson@collin.edu or sent on disk.
Submit copy that is proofed, edited and
saved in Word format. Cougar News
staff: Lisa Vasquez, director; Mark
Robinson, editor; Marcy Cadena-Smith,
contributor; Justin Jones, contributor;
Heather Darrow, contributor; Nick
Young, photography and layout. 

Visit www.collintheatre.com for more information.

Independence Day is Monday, July 4. All campuses
closed. 

Summer II begins Monday, July 11. 

Applications are available for the Southern Methodist
University pre-admission program. The deadline for fall
admission to the program is Monday, Aug. 1. Criteria for
students are a GPA of 2.95 with less than 30 transferable
hours and a GPA of 2.7 with more than 30 transferable
hours. The application is available here. Go
to http://transferu.collin.edu/smu.html for more information.
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Cougar Links 
Thanks to all of those who have given feedback to Cougar
Links and have shared some of their favorite things online
with the rest of the college.
 
If you’d like to share, send any links to
mrobinson@collin.edu.

"The Fall of the Female Protagonist in Kids'
Films"
Pixar fascinates me. An interesting take on a point
that's unobviously obvious. 

Einstein Was Right
Does he think he's a genius or something? 

In Cars
Beautiful cars in a museum.  

Quicksand! 
Don't struggle! You'll sink faster!
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