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MLA PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS 

 
In the essays you write for your college courses, all information or material from an 
outside source must be accurately cited within the text of your essay.  When you 
cite a source, you provide information about the source for the reader of your 
essay.  You can either cite the source within the sentence or you can cite the source 
using a parenthetical citation.  Parenthetical citations are in-text references placed 
in parentheses that direct the reader of a text to the source material.  

EXAMPLES 

Cited within the sentence: 

David Foster Wallace said that the freedom of real education is, “You get to 
consciously decide what has meaning and what doesn’t.” 

Cited parenthetically: 

One author noted that the freedom of real education is in “consciously 
decid[ing] what has meaning and what doesn’t” (Wallace). 

Corresponding work cited entry: 

Wallace, David Foster.  This is Water: Some Thoughts, Delivered on a Significant 
Occasion, about Living a Compassionate Life.  E-book ed., Little, Brown, and 
Company, 2009. 

 
TIPS: 

 In MLA format, the parenthetical citation appears at the end of the sentence 
before the end punctuation or period.  

 The parenthetical citation should correspond to the entry on the Works Cited 
page.  All Works Cited entries should correspond to the information given in 
the parenthetical citations. 

 If the information quoted, paraphrased, or summarized from a work is found 
on a specific page or location, that page or location must also be included in 
the parenthetical citation. 

 The parenthetical citation should be brief and direct the reader to the Works 
Cited list, so the information in parentheses should begin with whatever 
comes first in the Works Cited entry.  

 If the author is known, the parenthetical citation and the corresponding 
Works Cited entry will always begin with the author’s last name.  

 If the author is unknown, the parenthetical citation and the corresponding 
Works Cited entry will begin with the title of the work. 



  Collin College – Celina, APCAA, Room 002
469-905-3528

 

  

 

 

 

EXAMPLES: 

Parenthetical citation:  

In a recent book on learning the authors pointed out, “noticing patterns can 
keep you focused and enhance your ability to understand…” (Doyle and Zakrajsek 
95). 

Corresponding work cited entry: 

Doyle, Terry, and Todd D. Zakrajsek.  The New Science of Learning: How to Learn 
in Harmony with Your Brain. Stylus Publishing, 2019. 

 

 

Parenthetical citation:  

Authors Terry Doyle and Todd D. Zakrajsek observe that, “noticing patterns 
can keep you focused and enhance your ability to understand…” (95). 

Corresponding work cited entry: 

Doyle, Terry, and Todd D. Zakrajsek.  The New Science of Learning: How to Learn 
in Harmony with Your Brain. Stylus Publishing, 2019. 

 

 

Parenthetical citation: 

Although raising children can be expensive, “they are a priceless vote of 
confidence in the future” (“Children are Priceless”). 

Corresponding work cited entry: 

“Children are Priceless.” The Wall Street Journal, 19 Aug. 2022, 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/children-are-priceless-brookings-institution-
cost-of-raising-a-child-11660943743. 

 

 

 

 

Source consulted: MLA Handbook, 9th ed. The Modern Language Association of America, 2021. 


