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Thesis Statements 
 
Writing an effective thesis statement can be tough. After all, it is often considered the most important 
sentence of the essay. It must work as the road map for your paper, telling the reader the main purpose 
and what to expect from the words that follow. 
 
Many students think there is a one-size-fits-all formula for a thesis statement; however, this is not the 
case. A thesis will look different depending on the type of paper you’re writing. Before breaking down 
the different types of thesis statements, there are some good general rules that are helpful to know: 
 
A thesis… 

• is specific 

• usually appears at the end of the introduction 

• has one main idea 

• is concise 

• directly answers the question in the prompt 

• passes the “so what” test 

• presents a narrow topic 

• can be revised 
 
These are general rules that most thesis statements have in common. While they can vary, it is 
important that your thesis is specific and answers the prompt your professor gives you.  
 
The “Working” Thesis 
 
The last point on that list is “can be revised.” It is important to remember that just because you have a 
thesis statement and you’ve written some body paragraphs, this doesn’t mean that you can’t change 
your thesis. Sometimes, writers find out that one of their points isn’t very persuasive, or maybe there 
just isn’t enough research to support their argument. That’s okay! 
 
A thesis can shift and change as you draft. A good working thesis may list your points or include the 
main idea. As you write and discover more about your topic, you may realize that the thesis you 
currently have isn’t sufficient—so change it! That’s the beauty of a working thesis—you can adjust it as 
much as you need to.  
 
The following essay types have certain requirements of their thesis statements: 
 
Persuasive/Argumentative 
 
An argumentative essay attempts to convince the reader to agree with the argument presented in the 
paper. This kind of paper requires a strong, opinionated (but professional) thesis statement that takes a 
stance on the subject. The thesis should be disputable, meaning it shouldn’t have one right or wrong 
answer, so you have to substantially defend your argument. 
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Ice cream is the only summer treat worth buying, surpassing all other frozen desserts to provide 
consumers with the taste, nostalgia, and refreshment they desire in the summertime. 

 
Expository/Informative 
 
An expository essay explains a subject. It often exposes every part of the subject, providing information 
about it to the reader. A thesis statement in this type of essay will not take a stance: 
 

A detailed understanding of the complexities of ice cream production requires a deeper look into 
the science of flavor, including each step of the ice cream development process. 

 
This thesis statement doesn’t make any claim about ice cream production; it doesn’t say whether it’s 
good or bad. It simply tells the reader that they will understand its complexities better by the end of the 
paper. 
 
Analysis 
 
An analysis breaks down an idea into smaller parts, evaluates the subject, and then presents this 
evaluation to the reader.  
 

An analysis of ice cream methods reveals two mixing container preferences for competitive ice 
cream makers: a frozen steel bowl and a malleable Ziploc bag. 

 
This thesis is clear and organized. The reader knows exactly what was analyzed, what was compared, 
and what results to expect to read about in the essay. 
 
Literary Analysis 
 
This is different from a standard analysis in that it breaks down particular aspects of a piece of literature. 
This is similar to an argumentative essay, but it argues for a certain interpretation of a text.  
 
A literary analysis will usually focus on elements of fiction, such as character, plot, theme, symbol, style, 
imagery, tone, etc. It might argue about authorial intent, a character’s motives or purpose within the 
story, or the meaningful use of figurative language. 
 

In his short story collection, The Melting Point, author Ryan Matthews uses ice cream as a 
symbol for the fragility of sanity in life-altering moments. 

 
This thesis statement names the author, the work, and the type of work. It also tells the reader what 
literary element the essay will be analyzing: how ice cream works as a symbol in the text. 
 
Avoid These Pitfalls 
 
As much as we need to know how to write a proper thesis statement, it’s good to know what not to do 
as well. 
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The Thesis is too Obvious 
 
 In this paper, I will discuss the importance of having a balanced diet. 
 
An improved thesis might look like this: 
 

As obesity rates rise in the United States, a balanced diet is a necessary and important step 
towards whole-body wellness that ensures consumers receive proper nutrients to energize their 
bodies through the day. 

 
The Thesis is Unclear 
 

Popular brand name ice cream has no taste and no originality, so people should only eat cookies 
instead. 

 
It is hard to tell what this paper is going to discuss. So, point one is that popular ice cream brands have 
no taste and originality, but how does that connect to cookies? How are these two subjects related? 
Also, why should people only eat cookies? Why does it matter that ice cream has no taste or originality? 
 
It is very unclear what this writer is trying to argue. A better thesis might look like this: 
 

Because big name ice cream brands are cornering the market on frozen desserts, consumers 
should stop purchasing the mainstream names and only buy from small ice cream producers to 
support their local economy. 

 
This thesis is succinct and focuses on one issue. 
 
The Thesis is too Broad 
 
 All teachers need to do more for their students. 
 
This thesis brings up way too many questions and scenarios to be effective. It would be hard to argue 
this thesis without going off on tangents or unrelated points. 
 
Also, there are rarely actions or situations that apply to “all” people in a group. Using broad adjectives 
like this as well as superlatives (words like best and worst) can be difficult or complex positions to 
defend and should be revised. 
 

Students and teachers share a balance of responsibilities in the classroom, and both parties can 
do their jobs well if they receive the required effort and support from the other. 

 
Remember: A thesis also fails if none of the body paragraphs support it. Make sure you bring each body 
paragraph back to the thesis and show the reader how it connects to the main idea. 
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