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Tuesday, January 28 
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Understanding the Assignment 
Presenter: Writing Center Manager Monica Davenport  
Need help breaking down a tricky assignment description? This workshop 
provides you with strategies for understanding the goals and expectations of 
your writing assignments. 

LH-148 

Thursday, January 30 
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

Beyond Wikipedia 
Presenter: Librarian Terri Karlseng 
Need to research a topic? Not sure where to start? Learn how to locate 
credible information that can be used to support your ideas in college-level 
writing. 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Monday, February 3 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

English Pronunciation Tips 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick 
Does English pronunciation leave you tongue-tied?  Get some tips on 
pronouncing some difficult sounds unique to English. This workshop is geared 
toward those who are not native English speakers. 
 

LH-148 

Tuesday, February 4 
11:30 PM – 12:30 PM 

Prep for the Next Step: Workshop for Outgoing College Transfers 
Presenter: Writing Consultant John Georges 
This workshop will provide you with considerations as you prepare your Fall 
2020 transfer applications to your desired four-year institutions. Learn tips from 
our expert college admissions consultant on how to strengthen your transfer 
applications to increase your chances for acceptance. This session will include 
such topics as: Finding The Right Fit (researching potential schools); 
Managing Your Applications (deadlines and submissions); Being Compelling 
(personal statements and interviews); Networking (building lasting 
relationships at Collin College and beyond); and Finding Funding (exploring 
various financial aid options). 

LH-129 

Saturday, February 8 
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Claims in a Thesis Statement  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Jennifer Solomon 
You have chosen your topic and narrowed your focus, and now it is time to 
create a working thesis statement. In this workshop, you will learn about the 
different types of claims you can utilize to develop a strong, well-supported 
thesis statement. 
 

 

LH-105 

Collin College 
9700 Wade Blvd. 
Frisco, Texas 75035 
972-377-1576 
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No reservations are required to attend our workshops.  Simply come to the 

appropriate room at the stated time.  As changes in the schedule sometimes 

become necessary, PLEASE check the updated list of days/times on our 

webpage before attending: collin.edu/studentresources/writing center 
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Monday, February 10 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Getting Short Works Published 
Presenter:  English Professor Dr. Sean Ferrier-Watson 
Interested in getting your poem, short story, or essay published? If you would 
like to learn the ropes of freelance publishing, this workshop will give you some 
insight on how to get your work in print. 
 
 

LH-131 

Tuesday, February 11 
2:30 PM -- 3:30 PM 

Writing Professional Emails 
Presenter: English Professor Sumita Dore 
Come and learn how to write professional emails for various reasons including 
a cover letter for a job application, letter accepting a job offer, letter of apology, 
letter of appreciation, letter requesting a raise in salary, letter of promotion, 
letter of refusal, and letter of resignation. 

 

LH-142 

Thursday, February 13 
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 

Hook, Line, and Sinker: Writing Appealing Essay Introductions that 
Motivate Readers 
Presenter: English Professor Dr. Gary Wilson 
In today’s era, no less than in the time of the ancient Greek and Roman 
rhetors, the maxim that a speaker or writer has very little time to make an 
impacting impression on an audience applies in oral and written 
communications. Audiences and readers often judge the merits of a 
presentation or essay based on the content and style that they hear or read in 
a matter of seconds (or sentences!). Professor Wilson will challenge you 
during the workshop to write appealing essay introductions through reviewing 
sample student essays, as well as discuss what key strategies work effectively 
and what could work even better through revision. Remember: Sometimes you 
never get a second chance to make a positive impression! 

LH-105 

Tuesday, February 18  
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
 

What's Your Issue? 
Presenter: Research Librarian Linda Andrews 
At some point one of your professors is going to ask for a paper covering a 
current issue that may or may not be controversial. In this workshop you will 
learn how to find hot topics for research, topic overviews, viewpoint articles, 
statistical sources, journal articles, magazine articles, and newspaper articles 
from the databases. Come bring your issues to research. 
 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Wednesday, February 19  
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  

How to Write and Incorporate Research in APA Style 
Presenter: Psychology Professor Dr. Elizabeth Hamner 
APA-style writing is difficult for students, as it is commonly not taught in high 
schools, but is expected in many college courses. This workshop will explore 
what good sources of research are, how to use them in writing a paper, and 
other tips for correctly writing in APA style.  
 

LH-131 

Saturday, February 22 
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  

Crafting Epic Online Discussion Posts 
Presenter: Writing Consultant James Weatherford 
In the wake of the technological boom, the online classroom has become the 
rule rather than the exception. Invariably, a major component of an online 
class is participation in online discussions on Canvas. This workshop will cover 
the best practices for clearly articulating exactly what your professor is looking 
for in an initial post, and how to dazzle your peers with thoughtful, critical, and 
provocative follow-up posts. If you’ve ever lost points on an online discussion, 
this is the workshop for you.  
 

LH-131 
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Monday, February 24 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

The Research Roadmap 
Presenter: Librarian Terri Karlseng 
Learn how to plan your research process and locate quality sources for 
research papers and projects. 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Wednesday, Feb. 26 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Making Sentences Work Harder                                                                              
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Is every sentence in your essay pulling its weight? Or are your sentences 
being dragged down by vague language, wordy constructions, or simplistic  
structures? Learn how to pack meaning into every sentence of an essay. 
 

LH-140 

Thursday, February 27 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Winning Isn't Everything: A Guide to Logical Fallacies 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Dr. Nate Hilberg 
Have you actually "won" an argument if you commit a logical fallacy in doing 
so? What makes a fallacy a fallacy? Since logical fallacies undermine one's 
argument and can create distrust with readers, learning how to recognize and 
avoid them can enhance your ability to read and write with rhetorical 
effectiveness.  

LH-131 

Tuesday, March 3 
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
 

Transitions 
Presenter: English Professor Sumita Dore 
Transitional words help to make your college essays and assignments 
coherent. Learn to use different transitional words and to join words or phrases 
to not only make sentences easier to read and understand but also to draw the 
reader's attention and appreciation. 

LH-138 

Wednesday, March 4 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

How to Cite Any Source in Any Style 
Presenter: Writing Center Manager Monica Davenport  
Learn what citation is and why it is important. An overview of the basic 
components of the three most popular citation styles—MLA, APA, and 
Chicago/Turabian—will be provided. 
 

LH-140 

Thursday, March 5 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Evaluating Health Information on the Internet 
Presenter: Librarian Joan Mendez 
Looking for reliable health information for your research paper or for personal 
use? Learn how to find and evaluate health information on the web. 
 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Saturday, March 7 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Visual or Textual Analysis: Going Beyond Summary 
Presenter: Writing Consultant James Weatherford  
Although commonplace at the college level, analyzing visual works, speeches, 
and essays is one of the most challenging aspects of academic writing. 
Whereas it comes more naturally to us, summary merely describes or repeats 
what is obvious for everyone while analytical writing requires more critical 
thought, taking the details and explaining how they work to communicate 
meaning. This workshop will cover the major differences between summary 
and analysis and give examples of how to conduct rhetorical/textual analysis 
of speeches, editorials, essays, advertisements, and works of art.  

LH-131 

Tuesday, March 17 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

The Ins and Outs of Lab Reports 
Presenter:  Writing Center Manager Monica Davenport 
Having a hard time figuring out how to write each section of your lab report? 
Come receive a detailed walk-through on the tone, style, and content of each 
section of a scientific lab report. 

LH-105 
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Thursday, March 19 
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

Structuring an Essay 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Diane Hedrick 
Having trouble getting organized? Learn principles and strategies for 
effectively structuring an essay. 

LH-131 

Saturday, March 21 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Inserting Greatness into Your Presentation 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Jarrett Wilson 
Since man first added shapes into his cave drawings, he has wondered “is 
there a way to insert greatness into this presentation?” The answer is a 
resounding and unqualified “yes.” In this workshop, we will uncover the 
mysteries of PowerPoint ’s “Insert” ribbon; including inserting images, shapes, 
text boxes, WordArt, tables, narration, audio and linked Excel spreadsheets. 
The “Insert” ribbon is your key to PowerPoint magnificence. 

LH-142 

Tuesday, March 24 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

 

Killer Cover Letters  
Presenter: Writing Center Manager Monica Davenport  
Even with a strong resume, you may not get noticed among a pool of 
applicants. Learn how a strong cover letter can make your job application more 
tailored to a particular position and call attention to your best qualifications and 
skills.  
 

LH-142 

Wednesday, March 25 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

JSTOR Galore 
Presenter:  Librarian Terri Karlseng 
The JSTOR database offers more than 10 million academic journal articles, 
50,000 books, and 2 million primary source documents in 75 disciplines. We’ll 
help you create a personal account to save the amazing resources you find, 
and build your research confidence. Come learn all about the 
cool JSTOR features you never knew you needed. 
 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Thursday, March 26 
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 

Effective Paragraphs are as Easy as P.I.E. 
Presenter:  Writing Consultant Matthew Nelson 
Let's talk P.I.E., an easily digestible, step-by-step process to writing effective 
essays. Learn what P.I.E. is and how it can improve your body paragraphs and 
focus your writing process—from brainstorming to confident final draft. 
 

LH-105 

Friday, March 27 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

I Got Your Back! Bystander Intervention 
Presenter:  Joe Guy, Student Conduct Officer 
This presentation will delve into the topic of bystander intervention—to have 
someone’s back by watching out for others, stepping in, or helping others who 
find themselves in risky, dangerous social situations. It will also cover how to 
recognize a fellow student in crisis, when to report red flags, and to whom. 
 

LH-105 

Monday, March 30 
6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Research Open Lab 
Presenter:  Librarian Joan Mendez 
Need to refine your topic and/or find and cite appropriate sources? Drop in 
L115 during open lab hours to receive research assistance from a librarian.  
 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Wednesday, April 1 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

What in the World is Post Modernism? 
Presenters:  Writing Consultants Shannon Robinson and Marzia Mariwala 
Ever just want a break from the rules? Then this workshop is for you! We will 
go over postmodernism, a movement that follows no rules and forces its 
audience to think outside the box. In addition to literature, we will also cover 
art, architecture and some absurd theories of postmodernists.  
 

LH-105 
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Thursday, April 2 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Research Vs. Analysis 
Presenter:  History Professor Dr. David Smith 
Research materials are designed to present information, but analysis is 
necessary to help you comprehend that information.  Knowing the difference 
will be increasingly important to both your academic and professional 
success.  This workshop is designed to help you understand and exploit the 
differences between the two by learning to move past who, what, 
when, and where to the deeper levels of why and how. 

 

LH-105 

Friday, April 3 
12:00 - 1:00 PM 

Using Evidence 
Presenter: English Professor Dr. Jennifer Kraemer 
Have you struggled with proving your thesis with sufficient support? Do you 
have a hard time knowing how to integrate others’ evidence into your own 
argument? Are you stressed out by an upcoming research paper? This 
workshop will introduce you to three kinds of evidence and provide an 
opportunity to practice identifying and using all three kinds of evidence in an 
argumentative essay. It will explore linking evidence/support to claims so that 
you can better understand how to argue your own point and use support from 
others’ writing without losing your own voice. 
 

LH-105 

 

Monday, April 6 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Beyond Collin  
Presenter:  Writing Consultant John Georges 
Looking to apply for acceptance and scholarship consideration from a college 
or university after transferring from Collin? Learn what admissions reviewers 
are looking for, common pitfalls to avoid, and strategies for making your essay 
and overall application stand out from the rest.   
 

LH-105 

Wednesday, April 8 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Avoiding Plagiarism: Summarizing and Paraphrasing Correctly 
Presenter:  English Professor Dr. Sean Ferrier-Watson 
If you have trouble putting someone else’s ideas in your own words and citing 
them properly for their contribution, this workshop is for you. We will cover 
different strategies for citing and paraphrasing a source in your research 
paper. 
 

LH-105 

Monday, April 13 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Get Your Lit Together 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Taylor Hayden 
Writing and analyzing literary themes seems intimidating, but it doesn't have to 
be. This workshop focuses on how to identify themes in literature and how to 
write a literary analysis. 
 

LH-105 

Tuesday, April 14 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Not All Facts Speak for Themselves:  The Art of Writing Convincing 
Support Commentaries 
Presenter: English Professor Dr. Gary Wilson 
While we like to think that facts are understood and interpreted correctly 
because they are facts, nothing could be farther from the truth! Factual 
information, such as citing sources and authorities, do not always achieve the 
desired impact of convincing audiences and readers because they lack the 
rhetorical impact of diction, argument, and style. Facts used in support 
paragraphs in essays need this rhetorical support so they will be more 
acceptable to their readers. Professor Wilson will use examples of support 
commentaries from student essays as the basis to focus strategies to enhance 
support paragraphs.  

LH-157 
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Tuesday, April 14 
6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Research Open Lab 
Presenter:  Librarian Joan Mendez 
Need to refine your topic and/or find and cite appropriate sources? Drop in to 
L115 during open lab hours to receive research assistance from a librarian. 
  

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Wednesday, April 15 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Evaluating Health Information on the Internet 
Presenter: Librarian Joan Mendez 
Looking for reliable health information for your research paper or for personal 
use? Learn how to find and evaluate health information on the web. 
 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Saturday, April 18 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Creating Effective Sentences 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Laura Goldstein 
If you have ever felt that your sentences all sound the same, you may just 
need a refresher on sentence structure and style! This workshop reviews the 
various types of sentences and gives you the chance to practice identifying 
them and using them in context. 

LH-105 

Tuesday, April 21 
4:30 PM -5:30 P.M. 

Improve Your Grammar in 60 Minutes                                                                   LH-142 
Presenter: Writing Center Manager Monica Davenport 
Tired of having your essays returned covered in red ink? This workshop addresses the 
most common grammatical stumbling blocks and provides tips for identifying and fixing 
them in your writing. 
 

Wednesday, April 22 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

The Play’s the Thing: Shakespeare for the Millennial Generation 
Presenter: English Professor Dr. Andy Baker 
When you have to read a Shakespeare play, do you dread it?  And after you 
have gotten through it and used technology to find out the plot summary, 
character sketches, and major themes, are you still left feeling like you’re 
missing something? In this session, (using modern English!) we will look 
carefully and critically at some of the bard’s most famous speeches and 
soliloquies as well as see them performed by world renowned actors.  By the 
end of the presentation, you will have a much better understanding of why 
William Shakespeare might just be the best writer ever! 

LH-105 

Thursday, April 23 
12:00 PM -1:00 PM 

Exploring the Music, Art and Video Databases 
Presenter: Librarian Terri Karlseng 
Learn how to confidently navigate the databases specific to these specialized 
types of material. 

Library 
Wireless 
Lounge 

Friday, April 24 
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Verb Tenses and Passive/Active Voice 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick  
English verb tenses express specific information about the timing of events or 
actions; they are also one of the most difficult parts of the language for non-
native, and even native, speakers to master. We will also cover active and 
passive voice--when and why to use each.  Science lab reports usually require 
passive voice but many students do not know what it is and how to use it 
correctly. 
 
 

LH-105 

Thursday, April 30 
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Tips and Tricks for Editing 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Diane Hedrick 
Ready to polish your final draft? Learn tips for catching errors and pushing your 
paper to the next level. 

LH-105 



7 
 

 
Friday, May 1 
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Cutting the Clutter: Avoiding Wordiness and Errors in Parallelism  
Presenter: Writing Consultant Darcy Rudnick  
Learn how to trim the fat from your sentences and state your ideas more 
clearly and concisely, with particular attention to writing with correct parallel 
structure. 
 

LH-105  

Saturday, May 2 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Handy Hints for Using Microsoft Word 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Jennifer Solomon  
Learn little-known functions of Microsoft Word that can make drafting, revising, 
and editing your essays easier. 
 

LH-142 

Monday, May 4 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Essay Resuscitation: Revision Strategies 
Presenter: Writing Center Manager Monica Davenport 
Do you have an essay draft that is dying on the page? Need some ideas to 
reinvigorate your argument or expand on your ideas? This workshop provides 
practical strategies for revising--not simply editing--your writing.  
 

LH-105 

Wednesday, May 6 
12:00 PM -1:00 P.M. 

You're Hired! Writing a Strong Resume 
Presenter: Writing Consultant Monica Davenport  
Your resume is the face you present to the professional world, determining 
whether or not you will be invited for an interview. This workshop covers what 
employers are looking for in this document, as well as tips for distinguishing 
yourself as a candidate.  
 

LH-140 

   
 
 


